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PREFACE TO THE THIRD VOLUME 

With the second quarter of the seventeenth century we reach a 
period when literature in England becomes active and impassioned in 
so great a variety of forms that it is no longer possible in a summary 
record to mention all the names which naturally attract the historian. 
He is forced to close his ears to many siren voices. His task becomes 
more and more one of selection, and the most serious of his responsi- 
bilities a weighing the sum of qualities which each candidate presents. 
In this he cannot hope or even wish to please everybody ; he must 
follow as consistently as he can a principle adopted in harmony with 
his own temperament and his own line of study. He can, however, 
affirm that if the work of certain authors is not recorded in the 
following pages, it is not that their merit has been neglected, but 
that the exigencies of space have been tyrannical. 

The writer of this volume has to thank two friends in particular for 
invaluable help in its construction. Mr. A. H. Bullen, whose acquaint- 
ance with the poetical history of the seventeenth century is unsur- 
passed, has obliged him by reading the whole of the proofs and by 
making numerous suggestions. Mr. Austin Dobson has shown a 
similar kindness by examining the portions of the volume dealing 
with the eighteenth century, and by indicating the very latest bio- 
graphical discoveries. The wide and intimate knowledge of the 
iconography of English literature possessed both by Mr. Bullen and by 
Mr. Austin Dobson has also been placed, with the most generous 
good nature, at the author's disposal, greatly, he believes, to his 
readers' advantage. 

Among those who have obliged the author with illustrative matter, 
of the highest interest, which had never been reproduced before, must 
be mentioned, with particularly warm acknowledgment, the present 
Lord Leconfield, Sir Charles Tennant and Mr. Clinton Baker, of 
Bayfordbury. 

EDMUND GOSSE. 
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CHAPTER I 

THE DECLINE 
1630-1660 

The decline of letters in England began almost as soon as Shakespeare was 
in his grave, and by the death of James I. had become obvious. The period 
which we have now to consider was illuminated by several names of very 
high genius both in prose and verse, and by isolated works of extraordinary 
value and beauty. In spite, however, of the lustre which these give to it, no 
progress was made for thirty years in the general structure of literature ; at 
best, things remained where they were, and, in literary history, to stop still 
is to go back. It is possible that we should have a different tale to tell if 
the most brilliant Englishman who survived Shakespeare had realised what 
it was possible to do with the tongue of his country. At the close of James's 
reign Francis Bacon stood, as Ben Jonson put it, ''the mark and acme of 
our language," but he gave its proficients little encouragement. He failed, 
for all his intuition, to recognise the turn of the tide ; he thought that books 
written in English would never be citizens of the world. Anxious to address 
Europe, the universe, he felt no interest in his English contemporaries, and 
passed through the sublime age of Elizabethan poetry without conceding 
the fact of its existence. 

When Bacon died, in 1626, he left English literature painfully im- Burton 
poverished. For the next fifteen years it may be said that prose of the 
higher kind scarcely existed, and that there threatened to be something like 
a return to barbarism. But a work which belongs to a slightly earlier period 
must first of all be discussed. No book is more characteristic of the coming 
age, of its merits alike and of its faults, than that extraordinary emporium, 
the Anatomy of Melancholy^ first issued in 1621. Robert Burton, a clergy- 
man, mainly resident at Christchurch, Oxford, was the author of this vast 
monograph on what we should now call neurasthenia. The text of Burton 
has been unkindly styled a collection of clause-heaps, and he is a typical 
example of that extreme sinuosity, one of the detestable tricks of the 
schools, to which the study of the ancients betrayed our early seventeenth- 
century prose-writers. Of the width of reading of such men as Bacon 
and Burton and I;}ales there have been no later specimens, and these 
writers, but Burton above all others, burden their folio pages with a 
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gorgeous spoil of "proofs" and "illustrations" from the Greek and Latin 
authors. The Anatomji of Melancholy, thougli started as a plain medical 
dissertation, grew to be, practically, a huge cento of excerpts from all 
the known (and unknown) authors of Athens and Rome. All Burton's 
treasure was in Minerva's Tower, and the chamber that he fitted up there 
has been the favourite haunt of scholars in every generation. In his own 
his one book enjoyed a prodigious success, for it exactly suited and richly 
indiilj^ed Hie temper of the time. But Burton, delightful as he is, added 
nothing to the evolution of English prose in this its dangerous hour of 

crisis. The vogue of his 
entertaining neurotic com- 
pendium really tended to 
retard the purification of 
the language. 

Robert Burton (1577- 
1640) was bom at Lindley, in 
Leicestershire, on the 8th of 
February 1577. His father 
was a country gentleman, 
Ralph Burton. He was edu- 
I cated at Nuneaton and at 
Sutton ColdReld schools, and 
in 1593 he was entered as a 
commoner of Brasenose Col- 
luge, Oxford, whence, in 1599, 
he passed to Christ Church as 
a student He took orders in 
1614, scarcely any record of 
lus earlier career at the Uni- 
versity having been preserved, 
but in r6i6 we find him pre- 
sented to the vicarage of Si. 
Thomas's, Oxford. This, and 
the rectory of Scgrave which 
Lord Berkeley gave him in 
«*'*•■) ,63o_ j,e jjept ..^.jth niuch 

ado to his dying day." The famous Anatomy of Melancholy first appeared in 1621, 
and was written by Burton in his rooms in college. Burton suffered from the 
hypochondria he described; we are told that "he would fall into such a state of 
despondency that lie could only get rt-lief by going to the bridge-foot at Oxford, 
and hearing the bargemen swear at one another." He was evidently looked upon 
as a very original character at Oxford, and his "merry, facete, and juvenile" con- 
versation was much sought after. Burton died in his college rooms, not without 
suspicion of suicide, on the asih of January 1640, and was buried in Christ Church 
Cathedral. A Latin comedy of Philosophaster, written by Burton in 1606, remained 
in MS. until i86z. 
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From the "Anatomy of Melancholy" 

Voluntary solitariness is that which is familiar with melancholy, and gently brings 
on, like a Siren, a shooing-horn, or some Sphinx, to this irrevocable gulf; a primar>' 
cause, Piso calls it ; most pleasant it is at first to such as are melancholy given, to lie in 
bed whole days, and keep their chambers, to walk alone in some solitary grove, betwixt 
wood and water, by a brook side, to meditate upon some delightsome and pleasant 
subject, which shall affect them most ; amabilis insania, and mentis gratissimus error. 
A most incomparable delight it is so to melancholize and build castles in the air, to 
go smiling to themselves, acting an infinite variety of parts, which they suppose and 
strongly imagine they represent, or that they see acted or done. ... So delightsome 
are these toys at first, they could spend whole days and nights without sleep, even whole 
years alone in such contemplations and fantastical meditations, which are like unto 
dreams ; and they will hardly be drawn from them, or willingly interrupt. So pleasant 
their vain conceits are, that they hinder their ordinary tasks and necessary business ; 
they cannot address themselves to them, or almost to any study or employment : these 
fantastical and bewitching thoughts so covertly, so feelingly, so urgently, so continually, 
set upon, creep in, insinuate, possess, overcome, distract and detail them, they cannot, 
I say, go about their more necessary business, stave off or extricate themselves, but 
are ever musing, melancholizing and carried along, as he (they say) that is led round 
about an heath with a Puck in the night. 

Ckillin^orth Probably the strongest prose work produced in England during 
the dead time of which we are speaking is WiLLlAM Chillingworth's 
Religion of Protestants (1637). This divine' was somewhat slighted in his 
own age, as giving httle show of learning in liis discourses ; but 
the perspicuity of his style and the force of his reasoning commended 
him to the Anglican divines of the Restoration. It is characteristic that 
Tillotson had a great admiration for this humane latitudinarian, and that 
Locke wrote, '^ If you would have your son reason well, let him read 
ChiJlingworth." 

William Chillingworth (1602- 1644) was a son of a mayor of Oxford of the 
same name; he was born in that city in October 1602. In 1618 he became a 
scholar of Trinity College, took his degree in 1620, and in 1628 was elected 
fellow of his college. The famous Jesuit, John Fisher (whose real name was John 
Percy), was now very active in Oxford, and Chillingworth became one of his converts. 
He retired to Douai, but Laud, who took a great interest in him, kept up a 
correspondence with him, and persuaded him in 1631 to leave the Jesuits and return 
to Oxford. He was still a Catholic, but about the year 1634 his scruples were 
removed and he finally declared for Protestantism. Chillingworth was taunted with 
inconsistency of temper and judgment, and he began his Religion of Protestants a 
safe way to Salvation as an apologia; it appeared in 1637. Before this, he ha3 been 
urged to take orders in the Church of England, but his conscience had been too sensi- 
tive. In 1638, however, these difficulties also were removed, and Chillingworth became 
(Chancellor to the diocese of Salisbury, with the prebend of Brixworth attached. He 
was a zealous Royalist, and took part, more as a military engineer than as a chaplain, 
in the siege of Gloucester. He was taken prisoner at the surrender of Arundel 
Castle in December 1643. He was already ill, and was permitted, when the rest of 
the prisoners were marched to London, to be carried to the Bishop's palace in 
Chichester, where he died on the 30th of January 1644. He was originally denied 
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Christian burial by the Presbyterian garrison, who, however, eventually allowed his 
body lo be placed In Chichester Cathedral. At his burial there was an unseemly pro- 
testation, and at the close of a wild diatribe, a fanatic flung into the grave a copy 
of Chilling worth's book " to 
rot," he said, "with its 
author, and see corruption." 
Chilling worth's sermons were 
collected in 1664- 



As nolhlng by water can 
be made more cold than 
water, nor by fire more hot 
than fire, nor by honey more 
sweel than lioney, nor by gall 
more bitter than gall ; or if 
you will suppose it infused 
without means, then that 
power whicli infuscih into 
tbc understanding; assent, 
which bear analog)' to sight 
in the eye, must also infuse 
evidence, that is, visibihly 
into the object : and look 

fused into the imtlers land- 
ing, at least the same degree 
of evidence must be infused 
into the object. And for you 
to require a strength of credit 
beyond the appearance of the 
object's credibility, is all one 
as if you should require me 
to go ten mile an hour upon 
a horse that will go but five ; 
to discern a man certainly 
through a mist or cloud that 
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to hear a sound 
~ clearly than it is audible ; to understand a thing more fully than it is intelligible ; 
and he thai doth so, I may well expect that his next injunction will be that I must 
see something that is invisible, hear something inaudible, understand something that is 
wholly unintelligible. 

The masterpiece of Chillingworth stands almost alone, in a sort of Esiayt 
underwood of Theophrastian character-sketches. Among these must be 
named the popular Microcosmography (1628) of John Eahle (1601-1668), 
and the Resolves of OWEN Feltham (1600?- 1677?), which was published 
about the same time. These latter were technically essays. The fashion for 
these studies was greatly encouraged by the decay of the drama, and 
particularly by that of comedy. This decay is one of the most extraordinary 
features of the time, and requires particular attention. The brief and 
magnificent school of English drama, begun by Kyd and Marlowe scarcely 
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more than a generation before, having blazed and crackled like a forest 
lire fed with resinous branches, sank almost in a moment, and lingered 
only as a heap of white ash and 
glowing charcoal. 

The causes of the rapid decline 
of the drama have been sought 
in the religious and political dis- 
turbances of the country; but if 
we examine closely, we find that 
stage-poetry had begun to be re- 
duced in merit before those dis- 
turbances had taken definite shape. 
It will probably be safer to recog- 
nise that the opening out of national 
interests look attention more and 
more away from what had always 
been an exotic entertainment, a 
pleasure mainly destined for the 
nobles and their retainers. There 
was a general growth of enthu- 
siasm, of public feeling, through- 
out England, and this was not 
favourable to the cultivation of a 
species of entertainment such as 
tlie drama had been under Eliza- 
bL'th, a cloistered art destined ex- 
clusively for pleasure, without a 
didactic or a moral aim. For 
many years there continued to 
persist an interest in the stage 
wide enough to fill the theatres, 
TiUe-paffeofFdtham'."R=.oIv«" .^^ ^^.^^ ^j ,1,^ growing suspicion 

of such amusements ; but the audiences rapidly grew less select and 
less refined, less able to appreciate the good, and more tolerant of the 
rude and bad. In technique there was a falHng off so ;ibrnpt as to be 
quite astonishing, and not easily to be accounted for. The "sons" of 
Ben Jonson, trained as they had been at his feet, s.-ink into forms that 
were primitive in Iheir rudeness. The curious reader may pursue the 
vanishing genius of poetic dr.ama down through the writings of Randolph, 
of Jasper Mayne, of Brome, of Cartwright, till he finds himself a be- 
wildered spectator of the last gibberings and contortions of the spectre in 
the inconceivable "tragedies" of Suckling. If the- wits of the universities, 
highly trained, scholarly young men, sometimes brilliantly efficient in other 
branches of poetry, could do no better than this, what wonder that in 
ruder hands the very primitive notions with regard to dramatic construction 
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and propriety were forgotten. Before Shakespeare had been a quarter 
of a century in his grave, Shirley was the only person left writing in 
England who could give to fiction in dialogue the very semblance of a work 
of art. 

We must pause for a moment to observe a highly interesting pheno- 
menon. At the very moment when English drama was crumbling to dust, 
the drama of France was springing into vigorous existence. The conjectured 
year of the performance of 
our last great play, the 
Broken Heart, of I-'ord, is 
that of the appearance of 
the earliest of Corneille's 
tragedies. So rapidly did 
events follow one another, 
that when that great man 
produced Le Cid, English 
drama was moribund; when 
his Rodogune was acted, it 
was dead ; and the appear- 
ance of his Agisilas saw it 
re-arisen under Dryden in 
totally difTerent forms, and 
as though from a different 
hemisphere. It is impos- 
sible not to reflect that if 
the dramatic instinct had 
been strong in Milton, the 
profoundest of all religious 
tragedies might happen to 
be not that Polyeucte which 
we English have enviously 
to admire in the litera- 
ture of France, but a play 
in which the noblest ideas 
of Puritanism might have 
l>een posed against worldly philosophy and sensual error. Yet even for 
a Milton in 1643 the ground would not have been clear as it was 
for Corneille. The French poet had but to gather together and lift 
into splendid distinction elements whose main fault had been their 
imperfection. For him, French tragedy, long preparing to blossom, 
was reaching its spring at last ; for us, our too brief summer was at an 
end, and, cloyed with fruit, the drama was hurrying through its inevitable 
autumn. If Ben Jonson, tired and old, had felt any curiosity in glancing 
across the Channel, he might have heard of the success of a goodly number 
of pieces by a poet destined, more exactly than any Englishman, to carry out 
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Jonsoii's own ideal of a tragic poet. He had desired that a great tragedian 
should specially excel in " civil prudence and eloquence," and to whom can 
these qualities be attributed if not to Corneille ? The incoherent and scarce 
intellif^ible English dramatists of the decline were as blankly ignorant of the 
one as of the other. 

The laxity of versification which our poetic drama permitted itself had 
much to answer for in the degradation of style. Ben Jonson had been too 

stiff; Shakespeare, with a 
divine instinct, hung bal- 
anced across the point 
whicii divides hardness of 
versificalion from looseness ; 
but in the soft hands ot 
Fletcher, the borders were 
already overpast, his fol- 
lowers became looser and 
more sinuous still, and the 
comparative exactitude of 
Massinger and Shirley was 
compromised by their lan- 
j^uor. The verse of Ford, 
it is true, is correct and 
elegant, with a slight rigidity 
that seems pr e-S hakes pear- 
ian. But among the names 
which follow these we find 
not one tiiat understood 
what dramatic blank verse 
should be. If there be an 
exception, it is WiLLIA.M 
Caktwright, whose plays, 
although they smell too 
much of the lamp, and 
possess no aptitude for tlie 
theatre, pour a good deal of 
waxen beauty into moulds 
of stately metre. It was of 
this typical Oxford poet, 
643, that Hen Jonson said, " My son 
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who died, still very young, ir 
Cartwright wrhes all like a man." 

William Cartwright (1611-1643) was the son of an innkeeper at Cirencester, 
and was bom in September 161 1 near Tewkesbur)'. (According to another but less 
probable account he was bom in August 1615,) He was educated at Westminster, 
1628 elected student of Christ Church College, Oxford. He took 



his degree i 



1635, and entered the Church, becoming "the 



The king went into mourning on the occasion 
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seraphical preacher in the University," He was still at Oxford when the Civil War 
broke out, and suffered for his opinions. On the z9th of November 1643 he died 
of what was called "camp-dise 
of Cart Wright's funeral in 
Christ Church Cathedral, and, 
even in the midst of the 
national oub es, he young 
poet's dea h was ooked upon 
as a p b alam y O h 
four plays he be known 
The R yal S av was a d 
in Ox o d n 636 and 
printed n 639 Cart 
wrigh s poem we e firs 
coHec ed n 65 The 
extravagan op n n of h s 
geniu wh h p e a ed n 
the m dd e of h n 

teenth en ury ca y 

justified by h wn ngs, 
although h pa) ha 
menL He was very hand- 
some, ardent, and eloquent, 
and all Oxford seems to have 
been captivated by his extra- 
ordinary personal charm. 

Of the life of Richard 
Brome very little is known. 
He was Ben Jonson's servant 
in his youth, and there was 
friendship between master 

and man until Jonson's HJ" 'kuJii ^ rr/mr 'I'ud./iici dranmji tr liu'Ji 

death. The eariiest known 
attempt which Brome made 
to produce a drama was in 
concert with Ben Jonson's son 
in 1633. Brome made no 
secret of his dependence on the greater poet, and he was accused of gathering up, 
in his own plays, Jonson's "sweepings," The most readable of his twenty plays 
are Tie Sparagus Garden, published in 1640; The Anlipodts, 1640; and A Jovial 
Crew, 1641. At this time Brome's talent seems to have reached its highest point; 
he probably ceased to write plays when the theatres were closed in 1642. It is 
believed that Brome died in 1653. 

Jasper Mayne (1604-1672), bom at Halherleigh in Devon, was educated at 
Westminster, and at Christ Church College, Oxford. He took holy orders in 1631, 
and in time became Canon of Christ Church and Archdeacon of Chichester. He 
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_ died in college on the 6th of December 1672, and is buried in the Cathedral. He 
wrote a striking play, The City Match^ 1639. Jasper Mayne was celebrated for his 
facetious humour, of which some very vulgar specimens have been preserved, and he 
was a favourite of Charles II. 

Milton In one department of poetry, however, there is something else to chronicle 

than decline. The reign of Charles I., so unillustrious in most branches of 
literature, produced a very fine school of lyric poets. Among these John 
Milton was easily the greatest, and between the years 1631 and 1637 he 
contributed to English literature about two thousand of the most exquisite, 
the most perfect, the most consummately executed verses which are to be 
discovered in the language. This apparition of Milton at Horton, without 
associates, without external stimulus, Virtue seeing '* to do what Virtue 
would, by his own radiant light," this is one of the most extraordinary 
phenomena which we encounter in our history. Milton was born in 1608, 
and proceeded to Cambridge in 1625, where he remained until 1632. During 
these seven years the eastern University was one of the main centres of 
poetical animation in the country; several true poets and a host of 
poetasters w^ere receiving their education there. The poems of Dr. Donne, 
handed about in MS., were universally admired, and w^ere the objects of 
incessant emulation. 

Of all this environment, happily but surprisingly, not a trace is to be 
found on Milton. We find, indeed, the evidences of a loving study of 
Shakespeare and of the ancients, and in his earliest work a distinct 
following of those scholars of Spenser, Giles and Phineas Fletcher, who 
had been prominent figures at Cambridge just before Milton came into 
residence. What drew the young Milton to Giles Fletcher it is not difficult 
to divine. That writer's Chrisfs Victory and Triumph had been a really 
important religious poem, unequal in texture, but rising at its highest to 
something of that pure magnificence of imagination which was to be 
Milton's aim and glory. Phineas Fletcher had composed a Scriptural 
poem, the ApollyonistSy which was published in 1627. This was a frag- 
ment on the fall of the rebel angels, and Milton must have been 
greatly struck w^th it, for he paid it the compliment of borrowing con- 
siderably from it w-hen he came to write Paradise Lost, When, at the 
close of 1629, Milton began his Ode on the Morning of Christ s Nativity^ 
he was still closely imitating the form of these favourites of his, the 
Fletchers, until the fifth stanza was reached, and then he burst away 
in a magnificent measure of his own, pouring forth that hymn which 
carried elaborate lyrical writing higher than it had ever been taken before 
in England. 

But, gorgeous as was the Nativity Ode, it could not satisfy the scrupulous 
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instinct of Milton. Here were fire, melody, colour; what, then, was 
lacking ? Well, purity of style and that " Doric delicacy " of which Milton 
was to be the prototype — these were lacking. We read the Nativity Ode 
with rapture, but sometimes with a smile. Its language is occasionally 
turbid, incongruous, even absurd. We should be sorry that "the chill 
marble seems to sweat," and that ''the sun in bed . . . pillows his chin 
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Milton's Sonnet on his Twenty-third Birthday 

(From the on j(i mil MS. in Trinity College Library) 



How soone hath Time the suttle theefe of Youth 
Stolne on his wing my three & twentith yeere 
my hasting days fly on h^ full careere 
but my late spring no bud or blossome shew'th 

Perhapps my semblance might deceave y* truth 
that 1 to manhood am arriv'd so neere 
& inward ripenesse doth much lesse appeare 
that some more tymely>happie spirits indu'th 



Yet be it Icsse or more, or soone or slow 
it shall be still in strictest measure even 
to that same lot however meane or high 

toward w^** Tyme leads me, & the will of heaven 
all is if I have grace to use it so 
as ever in my great task-maisters eye 



upon an orient wave," if these were not like the tricks of a dear and valued 
friend, oddities that seem part of his whole exquisite identity. Such ex- 
crescences as these we have to condone in almost all that we find 
delightful in seventeenth-century literature. We may easily slip into 
believing these conceits and flatnesses to be in themselves beautiful ; 
but this is a complacency which is to be avoided, and we should rather 
dwell on such a stanza of the Nativity Ode as xix., in which not a 
word, not a syllable, mars the distinguished perfection of the poem, but 
in which every element combines to produce a solemn, harmonious, and 
imposing effect. 
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The oracles are dumb, 
No voice or hideous hum 

Runs through the archM roof in words deceiving. 
Apollo from his shrine 
Can no more divine, 

With hollow shriek the steep of Delphos leaving. 
No nightly trance, or breathM spell, 
Inspires the pale-eyed priest from the prophetic cell. 

The evolution of Milton continued, though in 1630 we find him (in the 
Passion) returning to the mannerisms of the Fletchers. But, in the Sonnet on 
his Twenty-third Birthday he is adult at last, finally dedicated, as a priest, to 
the sacred tasks of the poetic life, and ready to abandon all "the earthly gross- 
ness" which dragged down the literature of his age. And next we hear him 
put the golden trumpet to his lips and blow the melodies oi At a Solemn 
Musicy in which no longer a trace of the "metaphysical" style mars the 
lucid perfection of utterance, but in which words arranged w-ith consummate 
art summon before us a vision not less beatific than is depicted by Dante in 
his Paradiso or by Fra Angel ico in his burning frescoes. Beyond these 
eight-and-twenty lines, no poet, and not Milton himself, has proceeded. 
Human language, at all events in English, has never surpassed, in ecstasy 
of spiritual elevation or in pure passion of melody, this little canzonet, 
which was, in all probability, the first-fruits of Milton's retirement to 
Horton. 

At a Solemn Music 

Hlcst pair of sirens, pledges of heaven's joy, 

Sphere-born, harmonious sisters. Voice and Verse, 

Wed your divine sounds, and mix'd power employ, 

Dead things with inbreathed sense able to pierce; 

And to our high-rais'd phantasy present 

That undisturbed song of pure concent, 

Aye sung before the sapphire-colour'd throne 

To Him that sits thereon, 

With saintly shout, and solemn jubilee ; 

Where the bright seraphim, in burning row, 

Their loud uplifted angel-trumpets blow ; 

And the cherubic host, in thousand quires, 

Touch their immortal harps of golden wires, 

With those just spirits that wear victorious palms, 

Hymns devout and holy psalms 

Singing everlastingly : 

That we on earth, with undiscording voice, 

May rightly answer that melodious noise, 

As once we did, till disproportion'd sin 

Jarr'd against nature's chime, and with harsh din 

Broke the fair music that all creatures made 

To their great Lord, whose love their motion sway'd 
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Id perfect diapason, whilst they stood 

In first obedience, and their state of good. 

Oh, may we soon again renew that song. 

And keep in tune with heaven, (ill Cod, er 

To His celestial consort us unite, 

To live with Him, and sing in endless moi 



ilong 



In the sylvan Buckinghamshire village, 
shut up in deep retreats," 
Milton abandoned himself 
to study and reflection. 
He was weighed upon, 
even thus early, by a 
conviction of his sublime 
calling ; he waited for 
tiie seraphim of the Eter- 
nal Spirit to touch his 
lips with tiie hallowed 
lire of inspiration, and he 
was neitlier idle nor rest- 
less, neither ambitious nor 
indifferent. He read with 
extreme eagerness, rising 
early and retiring lale ; 
he made himself master 
of all that could help 
him towards his mysteri- 
ous vocation in Greek, 
Latin, French, Italian, and 
English. To mark the 
five years of his stay at 
Horton, he produced five 
immortal poems, L' Alle- 
gro, II Penseros.', Arcades, 
Comits, LyHdas, all essenti- 
ally lyrical, though two 
of them assume the semi- 
dramatic form of the 
pageant or masque, a 
species of highly arti- 
ficial poetry to which 
Ben Jonson and Cam- 
pion had lent their 
prestige in the preceding 
age. 



' far from the noise of town, and 
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The ineffable refinement and dignity of these poems found a modest pub- 
licity in 1645. But the early poetry of Milton captured little general favour^ 

and one small edition of it 
sufficed for nearly thirty 
years. Few imitated or 
were influenced by Mil- 
ton's lyrics, and until the 
eighteenth century was well 
advanced they were scarcely 
read. Then their celebrity 
began, and from Gray and 
Collins onward, every Eng- 
lisli poet of eminence has 
paid his tribute to // Pen- 
seroso or to Lycidas. If we 
examine closely the diction 
of these Horton poems, we 
slialt find that in almost all 
of them (in Coinus least) a 
mannerism which belonged 
to the age faintly dims their 
purity of style. Certain 
little tricks we notice are 
Italianisms, and the vogue 
of the famous Marino, 
author of the Adone, who 
had died while Milton was 
at Cambridge, was respon- 
sible, perhaps, for some- 
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tiling. But, on the whole, lyrical poetry in this country has not reached 
a higher point, in the reflective and impersonal order, than is reached in the 
central part of VAlIcgro and in the Spirit's epilogue to Comus. 



The Epilogue to "Comus." 

Spin To the ocean now I fly, 
And those happy climes that lie 
Where day never shuts his eye, 
Up in the broad fields of the sky ; 
There 1 suck the li([uid air, 
All amidst the gardens fair 
Of Hesperus, and his daughters three 
That sing about the golden tree : 
Along the crispid shades and bowers 
Revels the spruce and jocund Spring ; 
The Graces, and the rosy-bosom'd Hours, 
Thither all their bounties bring ; 



MILTON I S 

There eternal summer dwells, 
And west-winds, with musky wing, 
About the ccdarn alleys fling 
Nard and cassia's balmy smells ; 
Iris there, with humid bow, 
Waters the odorous banks, that blow 
Flowers of more mingled hue 
Than her purfled scarf can shew ; 
And drenches with Elysian dew 
(List, mortals, if your ears be true,) 
Beds of hyacinth and roses, 
Where young Adonis oft reposes, 
Waxing well of his deep wound 
In slumber soft, and on the ground 
Sadly sits the Assyrian queen : 
But far above in spangled sheen. 
Celestial Cupid, her fam'd son, advanced 
Holds his dear Psyche sweet entranced, 
After her wandering labours long, 
Till free consent the gods among 
Make her his eternal bride. 
And from her fair unspotted side 
Two blissful twins are to be born. 
Youth and Joy ; so Jove hath sworn. 

But now my task is smoothly done, 
I can fly, or I can run, 
Quickly to the green earth's end, 
Where the bow'd welkin slow doth bend, 
And from thence can soar as soon 
To the corners of the moon. 

Mortals, that would follow me. 
Love Virtue ; she alone is free : 
She can teach ye how to climb 
Higher than the sphery chime ; 
Or if Virtue feeble were. 
Heaven itself would stoop to her. 

John Milton (1608-1674) was bom at the shop of The Spread Eagle, Bread Street, 
Cheapside, on the 9th of December 1608. His father was a musician, and by trade 
a wealthy scrivener. Milton was a day-pupil at St. Paul's School under Alexander 
Gill, esteemed the most skilful schoolmaster of the age, but he seems to have owed 
still more to Thomas Young, a private tutor in his father's house. He went up to 
Cambridge, where he was admitted a pensioner of Christ's College on the 12th of 
February 1625. At the University, Milton disagreed with the authorities, and was 
rusticated for a time ; Aubrey heard that he was even flogged, but it is certain that he 
committed no moral fault. He was even known, for the uprightness of his behaviour 
and the beauty of his countenance, as "the Lady of Christ's.'* Milton left Cambridge 
in July 1632, and retired to his father's country house at Horton, Bucks, where his 
mother's tomb is still to be seen in the parish church. In this beautiful and 
sequestered hamlet he spent nearly six years in arduous self-education, taking poetry as 
his solemn vocation ; and here he read the Greek and Latin writers, bringing to their 
study "a spirit and judgment equal or superior." It was during this period (1632- 
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1638) that Milton composed I) Allegro, II Penseroso, Lyeidas, and Comus. The last- 
mentioned was a masque, the music by Henry Lawes, written in 1637 to be performed 
at Ludlow Castle by the family of the Ear! of Bridgewater. It was anonymously 
printed at the time, and in 1638 Lycida% was included in a garland of elegies over 
Edward King. These were the first, and long the only, public appearances of Milton, 
^^^^ and these were semi-private. Milton's mother 

^^^■^ ^jtidfeS^ -k. '^''^'^ ''^ "^37t ^"^ ^^^ [x^^ prepared for 

^^^^B fc^JgHWH^ g g^ .. foreign (ravel. Before he started for Italy, 

^^^J^-^^- .^^^^K^i, ^'^ consulted the great Provost of Eton, Sir 

Ti^Jr"^* /V'^^, I Henry Wotton, who knew Italy thoroughly. 

Hl' received the famous advice, Pensien 
slretti, td il vise sdolto (" Keep your thoughts 
shut up and your eyes open "). Such advice 
was doubtless needed by the fearless and 
my Puritan poet, Milton reached Paris 
early in 1638, and by August was in Florence, 
where he spent two months. Here he was 
cordially received by the Academies, and 
recited not Latin merely but even Italian 
with applause. The poet Francini 
addressed a eulogistic ode to the Swan from 
Thames. Milton passed on by Siena to 
Rome, where his welcome was not so warm as 
it had been in Tuscany. We know little or 
w Lornetis janssin nothing of his impressions of Rome, except 

that his emotions were exquisitely troubled by the beauty of "two Roman ladies, 
one of whom was Leonora Baroni, tho famous singer, whom he met and heard 
at the Palazzo liarhcrini. In November be went on to Naples, whither he carried 
an introduction to tiie great Italian patron of letters, Manso, Marquis of Villa, 
who entertained him. Towards the end of December 1638, Milton turned north 
again, abandoning his intention of pushing on to Sicily and Greece. In March 
1639 he visited the blind and aged Galileo in his villa at Gioello near Arcetri. 
From Florence he went over to Venice, where the state of public affairs in England 
warned him to return home. In June he was with the Diodatis in Geneva ; these were 
the parents of his intimnte friend, Carlo Diodati, who had died in August 1638, and for 
whom he wrote the EpttapMum Damonis. In this poem he practically took farewell of 
l.atin verse. In August 1639, returning to London, Milton settled first in lodgings in Sl 
Uride's Churc'hyard, and then in "a pretty garden-house" in Aldersgate, where he 
devoted himself to literature. The only other occupation he allowed himself was the 
education of bis nephews, for he was beginning to take a particular interest in the 
formation of the youthful mind. In the summer of 1G43, he abruptly and perhaps 
injudiciously married Mary Powell, the daughter of an Oxfordshire J. P., a convinced 
Cavalier. Put his austere life had ill fitted him to cajole a lively young woman, and 
after a few weeks Mrs. Milton fled back to her family. Oddly enough, Milton seems 
to have settled down at once to compose argumeiits in favour of divorce, while 
apparently desiring nothing more than lo be reconciled to his wife, who in fact, 
two years later, returned to him. From 1641 lo 1645 Milton was engaged in the 
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publication of incessant controversial pamphlets on political and eiliical subjects. 
In September 1645 he moved into a larger house, in the Barbican, where, after the 
battle of Naseby, he generously gave a home to his wife's now bankrupt family; here 
Mr. Powell died in January t647,and the father of Milton two months later. Another 
change of residence took the poet, in tlie autumn of the same year, to High Holbom. 
In these years (be majority of his sonnets were written ; he was living jn the most 
studious retirement, little affected by public events. But in March 1649, the 
republican Council of State offered him tiie post of Latin Secretary, and he at once 
accepted it, perhaps incauti 
ously, since his eyesight was 
already failing. His conduct 
in this office was stained with 
fanaticism and violence, and 
his physical faculties were 
taxed to their extreme limit. 
This is the period of Milton's 
furious controversies with Sal- 
masius and others. In 1652 
his wife died, and he had now 
become completely blind, his 
last rays of eyesight wasted 
on such ignoble raillery as 
the /"rv Fopulo AnglUaiio 
Defensio (1650). In Novem- 
ber 1656 Milton married his 
. second wife, Catherine Wood- 
cock, his " late espoused saint," 
in whom " love, sweetness, 
goodness shined." We know 
little else concerning her, and 
she died in childbirth in 
February 1658. Through all 
these years, the isolation of 
Milton is very remarkable ; he 
had few friends, and almost his i-nm, a; o,-igh...t i-^rimitin the f.»<.-»io^ ,■/ i.,.,-.i l.tw-<Md 
only intimate at this time was ai Piiworih 

the Puritan poet, Andrew Mar\-ell, who, in 1657, was appointed to assist him in his 
official work ; he had probably for a long while helped him unofficially. Milton was 
now living in a house in Petty France, whence, in May 1660, he fled to a friend in 
Hartholomevr Close, where he lay in hiding for six months in danger of his life. 
It used to be supposed that Milton had been a great factor in Commonwealth 
politics; this idea is now exploded, and "it is probable that he owed his immunity 
10 his insignificance and his harmlessness. " After having remained for some lime 
shadowed by the Serjeant-at-arms, Milton had two of his books burned by tlie 
hangman, and was then discharged on the isth of December 1660. Up to this 
time, Milton had lived in easy circumstances, but he now sank into wliat was almost 
poverty. After several changes of residence, he settled in i(J6; into a little new 
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house in Bunhill Row, where he lived until his death. Here "an ancient clei^man 
of Dorsetshire, Dr. Wright, found John Milton in a small chamber, hung with rusty 
green, sitting in an elbow chair, and dressed neatly in black ; pale, but not cadaverous, 
his hands and fingers gouty, and with chalk-stones." He had always a garden, in 

every change of house, and 
would walk for several hours 
in it each day. In February 
1663 he married a third wife, 
Elizabeth Minshull, who per- 
haps helped the old man to 
cope with his three graceless 
and unruly daughters. Debo- 
rah, the youngest of these, 
was his amanuensis, and is 
supposed to have written Para- 
dhe Lost from his dictation. 
The main composition of that 
poem occupied, it is believed, 
from 1658 to 1663. When 
the plague broke out in 1665, 
Milton retired to the village 
of Chalfont St. Giles, and there 
he placed in the hands of 
Ellwnod the finished MS. of 
Paradise Lost, which was not 
published until 1667. He had 
yet nine years more lo live, and 
much of eternal value to com- 
pose. Rut his life was ex- 
tremely uneventful. He had 
begun Paradise Regained be- 
fore he returned from Chalfont 
St Giles, and there is every reason to sujjposc that both it and even the Samson 
Agoimies had been completed by September 1C67. They were published t<^ether 
in 1C71, and the Poems, in a second and enlarged edition, in 1673. In the last seven 
years of his life Milton wrote no more poetry. His health gradually failed, but "he 
would be very cheerful even in his gout fits, and sing." He died on Sunday, 
November 8, 1674, and was buried in the chancel of St. Giles, Cripplegate. In 
1790 his tomb was profaned, the coffin broken open, and the bones dispersed by 
the parish authorities. 

Other lyrics there were less imperishable than Milton's, yet excellent 
in their way, and vastly more popular than those. Almost without 
exception, such lyrics were the work of non-professional authors — 
soldiers, clergymen, or college wits^thrown off in the heat of youth, 
and given first to the world posthumously, by the piety of some 
friend. Of the leading lyrists of the earlier Cavalier group of the 
reign of Charles I., William Habin'GTON was the only one who certainly 
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published his poems in his lifetime. The forerunner of , them all, 

and potentially the greatest, was Thomas Carew, who as early as 1620 

was probably writing 
those radiant songs and 
" raptures " which were not 
printed until twenty years 
later. To an amalgam of 
Carew and Donne (whose 
poems, also, were first 
published posthumously, in 
1633) most of the fashion- 
able poetry written in 
England between 1630 and 
1660 may be atlributed. 
Carew invented a species 
of love-poetry which ex- 
actly suited the temper of 
the time. It was a con- 
tinuation of the old Eli/,a- 
betlian pastoral, but more 
personal, more ardent, 
more coarse, and more 
virile. He was the frankest 
of hedonists, and his glow- 
ing praise of woman has 
genuine erotic force. In 
technical respects, the flexi- 
bility and solidity of his 

verse was remarkable, and, though he greatly admired Donne, he was 

able to avoid many of Donne's worst faults. Carew cultivated the graces 

of a courtier; he was a 

Tibullus holding the post 

of sewer- in-ordinary to King 

Charles 1. His sensuality, 

therefore, is always sophis- 
ticated and well-bred, and 

he is the father of the 

whole family of gallant 

gentlemen, a little the worse 

for wine, who chirruped 

under Celia's window down 

to the very close of the 

/ , , , . 1, Hilton's Cottaje ftt ChaWont St Giles 

century. Indeed, to tell 

the truth, what began with Carew may be said to have closed with 

Congreve. 
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Thomas Carew {i594?-i644?) was one of the eleven children of Sir Matthew 
Carew, Master in Chancery, and of his wife, Alice Ingpenny, Lady Rivers. Verj- 
little is definitely known of this poet's career, but he was bom, probably in 1594, 
at West Wickham, in Kent In June 1608, he entered Merton College, Oxford, 
and the Middle Temple in January 161 1. He did little at law, and in 1613 was 
Venice, Sir Dudley Carleton; to 
whom, in 1616, we find 
him acting as secretary 
at the Hague. He was 
very shortly dismissed for 
misconduct, and return- 
ing to London, fell into 
vagrant and debauched 
habits. In 1619, how- 
ever, he was permitled to 
accompany Lord Herbert 
of Cherbury on an em- 
bassy to France, where 
he remained, perhaps, until 
1624. After his return to 
England, he seems 10 have 
ingratiated himself with 
the court, and in 1628, 
he was appointed gentle- 
man of the privy-chamber, 
and sewer (or taster of 
the royal dishes) to the 
k i ng. A scandalous story, 
preserved by Sir John 
Percival, shows that Carew 
possessed readiness and 
tact in the office of a 
courtier. He lived a very 
miy life almost to the last, but, falling into "sickness and agony," was 
just in time to redeem his faults by a public repentance on his death-bed. This, 
however, came so late, that John Hales, of Eton (1584-1656), who was 
attending him, "told him he should have his prayers, but would by no means 
give him either the sacrament or absolution." It is believed that Carew 
came up from West Horsley to King Street, Westminster, when he felt he was 
dying, and that Hales visited him in those lodgings. There, too, he probably 
died, perhaps in 1644. He published the masque of Caelum Britaniaim in 
1634, and Poems in 1640. Carew had many friends among the Cavalier poets of 




his time, and was, in particular, intimate with Donne, Ben Jonson, Suckling, and 
Davenant. His portrait, now in Windsor 
Castle, was painted by Vandyck, and is one 
of the finest representations of a seventeenth- 
century poet which we possess. 
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Ask Me no MokE. 

Ask me no more where Jove bestows, 
When June is past, the fading rose, 
For in your beauty's orient deep 
These flowers, as in their causes, sleep. 



Ask; 


me no 




whither do stray 


The 


Rolder 


1 a ton 


IS of the day, 


For, 


in pur 


e love 


;, heaven did prepare 
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Ask 
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i whither doth haste 


The 


nightingale 


when May is past. 


^■orl 


in you 




;t dividing ihroat 


She 


winter 


s and 


keeps warm her note. 



Ask me no more where thfise siiirs light 
That downwards fall in dead of night, 
For in your eyes they sit, and there 
Fixtrd become as in their sphere. 

Ask me no mote if east or west 
The Phcenix builds her spicy nest, 
For unto you at last she flies. 
And in your fragrant bosom dies. 



Song. 

You that will a wonder know, 

Go with me ; 
Two SUDS in a heaven of snow 

Both burning be : 
All they Are, that btit eye them. 
Yet the snow's un melted by them. 



Leaves of crimson tulips met 

Guide the way 
Where two pearly rows be set. 

As white as day ; 
When they part themselves asunder, 
She breathes oracles of wonder. 
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View of St. Omer in the Seventeenth Centnrr 

William Habington (1605-1654) belonged to an ancient Catholic family and 

was the son of Thomas Habington and his wife, Mary Parker, daughter of Lord 

__ ^ _ Morley; it was this lady, the Hon, Mrs. 

Habington, who is believed to have written 
the letter which revealed the Gunpowder 
Plot. William was born at Hindlip Hall, 
in Worcestershire, on the 4th of November 
1605, and was educated at St. Omer and at 
Paris, with the purpose of becoming a Jesuit. 
On arriving at man's estate, however, lie 
found that he had no vocation for the priest- 
hood, and returned to England. About 
1632 he married the Hon. Lucy Herbert, 
Lord Powis's second daughter ; she was the 
"C^astara" of Habington's poems. In 1634 
thuse were published, wiih enlai^ed editions 
ill 1635 and 1640. Huliini^lon, according to 
Wood, " ran with the times, and was not 
unknown to Oliver liic Usurper." In 1640 
he published a prose Hiiiory of Kiiward II '. 
and a tragicomedy of The Quten of Arragon. 
His last work was Obsorat.oiis upon History, 
1641. Habington lived, "an accomplished 
gentleman," at his father's house until the 
death of Thomas Habington in 1047, and 
then for five years was himself the master of 
Hindlip Hall, where he died on the 30th of 
November 1654. 
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To Cupid. 

Nimble boy, in Ihy warm flight, 

What cold tyrant dimmed thy sight? 

Had'st thou eyes to see my fair. 

Thou would'st siyh thyself to air. 

Fearing, lo create this one, 

Nature had herself undone. 

Bui if you, when this you lieor, 

Fall down murdered through your ear, 

Beg of Jove that you may have 

In her cheek a dimpled grave. 

Lily, rose, and violet 

Shall the perfumed hearse beset ; 

While a beauteous sheet of lawn 

O'er (he wanton corpse is drawn ; 

And all lovers use this breath : — 

" Here lies Cupid blest in death." 

Other Cavalier lyrists are Sir John Suckling, who wrote some fifteen 
years later, and Richard Lovelace, who indited the typical song of aristo- 
cratic insubordination, as late as 1642 and onwards. The courtly race re- 
emerged after the Restora- 
tion in Sediey and Dorset, 
and was very melodiously 
revived in Rochester. Like 
his latest scholar, Carew 
made a very pious end ; 
but the lives of all these 
men had been riotous and 
sensuous, and their songs 
were struck from their wild 
lives like the sparks from 
their rapiers. Of a diffe- 
rent class, superficially, 
were the lyrics of Hab- 
ington and of Georgf 
Herbert, a devout Cath- 
olic gentleman and a 
mystical Anglican priest. 
Here there was more ar- 
tifice than in Carew, and 
less fire. Herbert, in par- 
ticular, is the type of the 
maker of conceits. Full of 
delicate ingenuity, he ap- 
plies the tortured methods 
- of Donne to spiritual 
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experience, gaining more lucidity than his master at the expense of a 
good deal of intensity. But Herbert also, in his own field, was a 
courtier, like the lyrists of the Flesh, and he is close to Suckling and 

the other Royalists in the essential 
temper of his style. He was himself a 
leader to certain religious writers of the 
next generation, whose place is at the 
close of this chapter. 

The Temple is by far the best-known 

book of verses of the whole school, and 

it deserves, if hardly that pre-eminence, 

yet all its popularity. Herbert has an 

extraordinary tenderness, and it is his 

privilege to have been able to clothe the 

^ __^ common aspirations, fears, and needs of 

|s[^ PsAt. 19. ^fi the religious mind in language more truly 

QtlBi rn his r^mth Anth ^ti^m ^8& poetical than has been employed by any 

other Englishman. He is often extrava- 
gant, but rarely dull or flat ; his greatest 
fault lay in an excessive pseudo-psycho- 
logical ingenuity, which was a snare to 
all these lyrists, and in a tasteless delight 
in metrical innovations, often as ugly as 
they were unprecedented. He sank to writ- 
ing in the shape of wings and pillars and 
altars. On this side, in spite of the beauty 
of their isolated songs and passages, the 
general decadence of the age was apparent 
was no principle of poetic style recog- 

was over, the dullest 
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in the lyrical writers. There 
nised, and when the spasm of creative passion 
mechanism seemed good enough to be adopted. There are whole pages 
of Suckling and Lovelace which the commonest poetaster would now 
blush to print, and though it may be said that few of these writers lived 
to see their poems through the press, and had therefore no oppor- 
tunity for selection, the mere preservation of so much crabbed rubbish 
cannot be justified. 

Sir John Sucklings ( 1 609-1 640) was horn at Whitton House, Twickenham, and was 
haptizcd on the loth of Fehruary 1609. ** His father was hut a dull fellow," hut he took 
after his mother, a brilliant woman, sister to Lord Treasurer Middlesex; she died in 16 13. 
Suckling was educated at Trinity College, Cambridge ; he early showed a remarkable 
talent for languages. His father died in 1627, leaving large estates to his young son 
of eighteen. Suckling started for the Grand Tour, and in 1631, being in Germany, 
he joined the Marquis of Hamilton's army, and fought under Gustavus Adolphus at 
Leipzig and Magdeburg. He returned to England late in 1632, bringing with him 
a splendid reputation for physical and intellectual accomplishments. He was famous 
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at court "Tot ready and sparkling wit"; he vas rich, handsome, and extrav^antly 
ostentatious, but he gambled so recklessly that one day his sisters came to the 
Piccadilly bowling-green " cr>'ing for the fear he should losd all their portions." About 
1635, his fortunes having btcome Impaired by the absurd magnificence of his life, 
Suckling, who had lately been knighted, fell into disgrace with the king, and was 
dismissed the court. But that 
"merry wench," I^dy Moray, 
as is told us in a pleasant anec- 
dote by Aubrey, would not for- 
sake an old friend, and her 
example soon prevailed, even 
with the king. In 1637 was cir- 
culated TAe Sessions of the Poets, 
and in 1638 Agiaura. By care 
he seems to have recovered his 
fortunes, for we find him travtl 
ling "like a young prince for all 
manner of equipage and con 
^■enience, with a cart-load of 
books." His play. The Goblins, 
was produced in 1638, and m 
1639 he printed a third drama. 
The Discontented Colonel. At 
the breaking out of the Civil 
War, Suckling spent ^^12,000 
in fitting out a troop of horse- 
men in the king's service; but 
these splendid fellows, in their 
white doublets and scarlet 
breeches and feathers, fled at 
Dunse like their dingier brethren. 
Suckling lost fame, fortune, and 
confidence in the future of his 
country ; he found himself in- 
volved in a Royalist plot, and 
his nerve seems to have betrayed 
him. Flying to Paris, and find- 
ing himself reduced to penurj-, 
he bought poison from an 
apothecary and killed himself. 

but it probably occurred before the winter of 164 
b^an to be published. According to another 
\-alet. His poems and plays were first collected. 
Suckling was three times painted by Vandyck 
and rt^uish eyes, and 




Frontispiece 



SucUing't " Froifmenta Aurea" 
of iti4lS 



The e;tact dale of this event is not known ; 
■Iicn his posthumous papers 
lie was murdered by his 
agmenia Aurm, in 1 64C. 
he had sandy hair, very bright 
brisk and graceful look." He was the type of the 
careless, elegant, witty cavalier who lived for pleasure and gallantr)-. 
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Oksame's Song in "Aglaura." 
Why so pale and wan, fond lover? 

Prithee, B-hy so pale? 
Will, when looking well can't move her, 

Looking ill prevail? 

Prithee, why so pale ? 
Why so dull and mute, young sinnet ? 

Prithee, why so mute? 
Will, when speaking well ean'i win her. 

Saying nothing do'l ? 

Prithee, why so mute ? 
Quit, quit, for shame, (his will not move : 

This cannot take her. 
If of herself she will not love. 

Nothing can make her : 

The devil take her ! 

The Lute Song in "The Sad One" (1658). 
Hast thou seen the down in Ihe air. 

When wanton blasts have tossed it ? 
Or the ship on the sea, 

When ruiier winds have crossed it ? 
Hast thou marked the crocodile's weeping. 

Or the fox's sleeping ? 
Or hasi viewed the peacock in his pride, 
Or the dove by his bride, 

s for his lechery ? 

n, oh, so false, so false is she I 



Richard Lovelace (1618-1658), 

one of the most unfortunate victims 
of our civil wars, was born at Wool- 
wich in 1618, He was educated at 
Charterhouse and (1634) at Gloucester 
Hall, Oxford. He was early "much 
admired and adored by the female 
sex," and at the age of but eighteen 
was, at the request of a great lady 
lo Archbishop I^jud, made M.A. in 
presence of the king and queen. 
Lovelace entered the army, and in 
1 6 j9 served as an ensign in the 
Scotch exi>edition. After tlie disaster 
at ISerwicl;, he withdrew to Lovelace 
riace, his ancestral residence, whence 
lie emerged in 1641 to represent the 
Kentish gentry when they petitioned 
Parliament lo restore the king. For 
this oifence the poet was imprisoned 
(April 30) in the Gatehouse at 
Westminster; and here he wrote 
"Stone walls do not a prison make." 




Richard Lovelace 

urn an /■>^™ci/,^ *y llolL,, 



He was discharged on bail after six weeks confinement He continued to spend 

his money and energy in the kings service In 1646 he became the colonel 

of a regiment m I ranee and was 

wounded at Dunkirk Two years later 

returning to England he was arrested 

»ith his younger brother Cap 

tain Dudley Posthumous Lovelace and 

shut up m Petre House Aldersgate 

Street, then a political prison ^^ hile 

Lovelace was confined here he took 

occasion to see his volume of l)rical 

poems called Lucasta (1649) through 

the press After the execution of 

Charles I Lovelace was set at liberty 

but, his fortune by this time being all 

consumed, he grew very melancholj 

which brought him at length into a 

consumption he became very pi or 

in body and purse, was the object < f 

charity went in ragged clothes (wher as 

when he was in his glory he wore cl rh 

of gold and silver) and mostly lodt,ed 

in obscure and dirty places more befit 

tmg the worst of be^ars It is to be 

feared that this shocking state of thin^jS 

lasted nine or ten years for it was not 

until 1658 that Colonel Lovelace died 

m a ver> mean lodging in Gunpowder 

Alle) Shoe I -a ne He was buned in the 

tomb of his family in the church of St Title-Page to Lovelaces Lucasta" 

Kride. Lovelace, before his misfortunes, En^rmrd by j-aiihornc 

was " incomparably graceful, which drew rtspect from all men and women." Pulwich 

College possesses portraits of Lovelace and of his " Althea," but who the latter was has 

never been discovered. His posthumous poems were published in ilJsy. 




To Althe/ 



OM Puis 



When love wiili unconfiiied wings 

Hovers within my gates, 
And my divine Ahhea brings 

To whisper at the grates ; 
When I lie tangled in lier liair, 

And fettered to htr eye. 
The birds that wanton in the air 

Know no such Uberiy. 

When flowing cups run swifily round 
With no allaying Thames, 

Our careless heads with roses bound. 
Our hearts with loynl flames ; 
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When thirsty Grrief in wine we steep. 

When healths and draughts go free. 
Fishes that tipple in the deep, 

Know no such liberty. 

When, lilce committed linnets, I 

With shriller throat shall sing 
The sweetness, mercy, majesty, 

And glories of my King ; 
When I shall voice aloud, how good 

He is, how great should be. 
Enlarged winds that curl the flood 

Know no such liberty. 

Stone walls do not a prison make. 

Nor iron bars a cage ; 
Minds innocent and quiet take 

Thai for an hermitage ; 
If I have freedom in my love. 

And ill my soul am free. 
Angels alone, that soar above, 

Enjoy such libeny. 

George Herbert (1593-1633) was the fourth of the ten children of Richard 



Herbert of Montgomery Castlf 
The poei, whost elder brother 




,Lord Herbert of Cherbury 

strongly objected to this, and, : 
very dear and tried friend, she 



to make up his mind 
and perhaps also the 
he was threatened w 



id Magdalen Newport of High Ercall, his wife. 
as the philosopher Edward, afterwards LoRi> 
Herbert of Cherburv (1583-1648), was born 
in his father's castle, on the 3rd of April 1593- 
The father died in iS97i and the mother re- 
moved to Oxford ; here George was educated 
at home until 1605, when he was sent to 
\\'estminster School, where he remained for four 
years. In May 1609 he was admitted a scholar 
of Trinity College, Cambridge, took his degree 
in 1613, became a fellow of his college in 1614, 
and public orator in 1619. This latter office 
was then "the finest place in the University, 
though not the gainfullest " ; Geoi^e Herbert 
discharged its duties with elegance and a grave 
gaiety until 1637. He proved a subtle and 
pleasing courtier, and it was his design to prepare 
himself for political life, and for the office of 
a Secretary of State. His mother, however, 
ipported it would seem by Donne, who was her 
be urged George Herbert rather in the direction of 
was touched, but he seemed at first to have little 
e. He resigned his offices at Cambridge, however, 
1 Kent, where he lived very privately," endeavouring 
is future business. This menial and moral anxiety, 
of social duties, greatly impaired his health, and 
uption. He was not yet a priest, but already 
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in 1613 he had accepted the lay rectorship of Whitford, and in 1616 the 
prebend of Leighton Bromswotd. This had been followed in 1627 by the 
death of his adored and saint-like mother. Still George Herbert hesitated before 
taking the final step, and exactly when he was ordained is still not known. But 
in 1618, in order to recover his health, he went to stay with his kinsman, the Earl 
of Danby, at Dauntsey, in Wilts, and there met a cousin, Jane Danvers, who had 
"become so much a platonic as to fall in love with Mr. Herbert unseen. This 
was a fair preparation for a marriage," and after some delay ihey were united on 
the sth of March 1619. By 
this time George Herbert was 
certainly in orders, and in April 
1630 he was presented to the 
rectorj' of Fugglestone ' cum - 
Bemerton, which he has made 
so famous. Here, in the brief 
remainder of his life, almost all 
his sacred poems were written. 
Of his holy behaviour in his 
parish, " an almost incredible 
story," Izaak Wallon has given 
a beautiful description. He 
spent his money on having the 
church restored, and the adjoin- 
ing chapel adorned. George 
Herbert devoted himself with 
intense concentration to a 
zealous interpretation of his 
clerical duties, and almost his 
only relaxation was a walk, 
twice a week, into Salisbury and 
back. His health steadily de- 
clined, and, a few weeks before 
his death, he gave to a friend who 
n-aited upon him a little book of 
MS. poems, which he desired his visitor to give to Nicholas Ferrar of Little Gidding, 
to publish or bum as he saw fit. This was the celebrated Temple. George Herbert 
"lived like a saint, unspotted of the world, full of alms-deeds, full of humility"; 
and his death, which took place in his rectory of Bemerton, on the 3rd of March 
1633, was a portent of edification. Almost his last action was to call for one of his 
instruments, for he was a great musician, and to piay and sing one of his own poems, 
"The Sundays of Man's Life." The Temple was published {in the first instance 
for private circulation) immediately after his death, and his prose Remains in 1652 ; 
they were among the most successful productions of the seventeenth century. 
Izaak Walton in 1670 wrote that more than twenty thousand copies of The Temple 
had been sold "since the first impression." Herbert destroyed his secular poems 
in MS. when he adopted the religious life. 




Geocge Herbert 

a^ Engraving by K. 11 V 
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Aaron. 

Holiness on the head, 
Light and perfections on the breast, 
Harmonious bells below, raising the dead 
To lead them unto life and rest ; 
Thus are true Aarons drest. 

Profaneness in my head, 
Defects and darkness in my breast, 
A noise of passions ringing me for dead 
Unto a place where is no rest : 

Poor priest, thus am I drest. 

Only another head 
I have, another heart and breast, 
Another music, making live, not dead, 
Without whom I could have no rest : 
In Him 1 am well drest. 

Christ is my only head. 
My alone-only heart and breast. 
My only music striking me ev'n dead, 
That to the old man I may rest. 

And be in Him new-drcst. 

So holy in my head, 
Perfect and light in my dear breast. 
My doctrine tun'd by Christ, who is not dead, 
But lives in me while I do rest, 

Come, people ; Aaron's drest. 

The Pullky. 

When God at first made man, 
Having a glass of blessing standing by ; 
Let us (said He) pour on him all we can : 
Let the world's riches which dispersed lie 

Contract into a span. 

So strength first made a way ; 
Then beauty flow'd, then wisdom, honour, pleasure ; 
When almost all was out, God made a stay. 
Perceiving that alone, of all His treasure, 

Rest in the bottom lav. 



For if I should (said He) 
Bestow this jewel also on My creature, 
He would adore My gifts instead of Me, 
And rest in Nature, not the God of Nature ; 

So both should losers be. 

Yet let him keep the rest. 
But keep them with repining rcsilessncss : 
Let him be rich and weary, that at leastj 
If goodness lead him not, yet weariness 

May toss him to My breast. 
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A word must be spared for Thomas Randolph, a " son " of Ben Jonson, 
whose early death seems to have robbed us of a poet of much solidity and 
intellectual weight. He came nearer, perhaps, than any other man of 
his time to the sort of work that the immediate successors of Malherbe 
were just then doing in France; he may, for purposes of parallelism, be 
not inaptly styled an English Racan. His verse, stately and h;ird, full of 
thought rather than of charm, is closely modelled on the ancients, and 
inspires respect rather than affection. Randolph is a poet for students, 
and not for the general reader; but he marks a distinct step in the transition 
towards classicism. 

Thomas Randolph (1605-1635) was bom at Newnham-cum-Badby in June 
1605. He showed from childhood an invincible determination to be a poet and a 
scholar ; " when other boys (his elders) played witli nuts, books were his toys." He 
was educated at Westminster and Trinity Colluge, Cam- 
bridge, where he resided from 1624 to 1632. His poverty 
and the irregularity of his life are said to have shortened 
his days; he early attracted the admiring attention of 
Ben Jonson, who "ever after called him Son." Kvldenccs 
of his attachment to Jonson abound in the poetry of 
Randolph. His Arislippus was printed in 1630, his jilay 
of The Jialous Lovers in 1632; these pieces had been 
played by students at Cambridge. Randolph was visiting 
his friend, William Stafford, at his house at BlaiherHick, 
in Northamptonshire, when he died, it is not known of 
what disease; he was buried on the i7ih of March 
1635. His best writings, namely his comedy of Th< 
Afuses' Locking-Glass, his pastoral of Amyn/as, and his 
ivrical poems, were posthumously published in 1638, by 
his younger brother, Robert. Sir Christopher Hatton _^„_,^ 
caused a bust of while marble, wreathed wiih laurel, to 

be raised above Randolph's tomb in the aisle of Blatherwick Church. The few 
anecdotes preserved about Randolph show him to have been a merry companion, 
ardent in the pursuit of letters, but without affectation or pedantry. 

About 1640 there was an almost simultaneous revival of interest in Rtvivalef 
prose throughout the country, and a dozen writers of ability adopted this ™" 
neglected instrument. It is not easy to describe comprehensively a class 
of literature which included the suavity of Walton, the ricii rhetoric of 
Browne, the arid intelligence of Hobbes, the roughness of Milton, and 
the easy gaiety of Howell, But we may feel that the reign of Charles 1. 
lacked a Pascal, as that of Elizabeth would have been greatly the better 
for a Calvin. What the prose of England under the Commonwealth wanted 
was clearness, a nervous limpidity ; it needed brevity of phrase, simplicity 
and facility of diction. The very best of our prose-authors of that great 
and uneasy period were apt, the moment they descended from their rare 
heights of eloquence, to sink into prolixity and verbiage. In escaping mono- 




32 HISTORY OF ENGLISH LITERATURE 

tony, they became capricious ; there was an ignorance of law, an insensi- 
bility to control. The more serious writers of an earlier period had 
connived at faults encouraged by the pedantry of James I. This second 
race, of 1640, were less pedantic, but still languid in invention, too ready 
to rest upon the ideas of the ancients, and to think all was done when 
these ideas were re-clothed in brocaded language. But as we descend we 
find the earnestness and passion of the great struggle for freedom reflected 
more and more on the prose of the best writers. The divines became 
something more than preachers ; they became Protestant tribunes. The 
evolution of such events as Clarendon encountered was bound to create 
a scientific tendency in the writing of history — a tendency diametrically 
opposed to the "sweet raptures and researching conceits" which Wotton 
thought praiseworthy in the long-popular Chronicle of Sir Richard Baker. 
Even style showed a marked tendency towards modern forms. At his 
best Walton was as light as Addison, Browne as brilliantly modulated as 
Dr. Johnson, while the rude and naked periods of Hobbes directly pre- 
pared our language for the Restoration. 

Sir Richard Baker (i 568-1 645), was a Kentish gentleman who was knighted in 
1603, fell into great poverty, and about 1635 took shelter from his debts in the Fleet 
Prison, where he devoted himself to literature. His famous Chronicle of the Kings of 
England appeared in folio in 1643 ; this book enjoyed an unparalleled vogue for half a 
century and more, " being a common piece of furniture in almost every country squire's 
hall." It has, however, no historical value, and after the revival of history in the 
eighteenth century, it fell into absolute obscurity. Baker never escaped from the 
Fleet Prison, but died there on the i8th of February 1645 at a very great age. His 
autobiography, which might have proved more interesting than all his other writings, 
was spitefully destroyed by his son-in-law. 

fiitonasa Milton as a prose- writer fills us with astonishment. It is the grossest 

"rose-Writer exaggeration to declare, with Macaulay, that his prose is "a perfect field 
of cloth of gold," although it certainly has embroidered passages of great 
sublimity. But these are rare, and the poet who, in Coniusy had known how 
to obtain effects so pure, so delicate, and so graceful that verse in England has 
never achieved a more polished amehity, deliberately dropped the lyre for 
twenty years, and came forward as a persistent prose pamphleteer of so 
rude and fierce a kind that it requires all our ingenuity to see a relation 
between what he was in 1635 and was again in 1641. Critics have vied 
with one another in pretending that they enjoy the invective tracts of Milton ; 
they would persuade us, as parents persuade children to relish their medicine, 
that the Apology for Smectymnuus is eloquent, and Eikonoklastes humorous. 
They try to convince us that the passion for liberty, which was Milton's 
central characteristic, is agreeably expressed in the pamphlets on divorce. 
But, if we are candid, we must admit that these tracts are detestable, whether 
for the crabbed sinuosity of their style, their awkward and unseemly heat 
in controversy, or for their flat negation of all serenity and grace. If 
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they were not Milton's we should not read one of them. As they are his, 

we are constrained to search for beauties, and we find them in the Area- 

pagitica, more than half of 

which is singularly noble, 

in the exquisite description 

of Eros and Anteros, and in 

certain enthusiastic pages, 

usually autobiographical, 

which form oases in the 

desert, the howling desert, 

of Milton's other pamphlets. 
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From " Areopagitica.' 
1 deny not, but that it is 
of greatest concernment in the 
Church and Commonweal lli to 
have a vigilant eye how books 
demean themselves as well as 
men ; and thereafter to confine, 
imprison, and do sharpest judg- 
ment on ihem as malefactors. 
For books are not absolutely dead 
things, but do contain a potency 
of life in them to be as active as 
that sold was whose progeny they 
are. Nay, they do preserve as 
in a vial the purest efficacy and- 
extraction of that hving intellect 
that bred them. 1 know they arc 
as lively, and as vigorously pro- 
ductive, as those fabulous dragons' 
teeth ; and being sown up and 
down, may chance to spring up 
armed men. And yet, on the 
other hand, unless wariness be 
used as good almost kill a man 
as kill a good book. Who kills 
a man, kills a reasonable crea- 
ture, God's image; but he who destroys a good book kills reason itself, kills the image of 
God, as tt were, in the eye. Many a man lives a burden to the earth, but a good book is the 
precious life-blood of a master-spirit, embalmed and treasured up on purpose to a life beyond 
life. 'Tis true, no age can restore a life, whereof perhaps there is no great loss ; and revolu- 
tions of ages do nnt oft recover the loss of a rejected truth, for the want of which whole nations 
fare the worse. We should be wary, therefore, what persecution we raise against the living 
labours of public men, how we spill that seasoned life of man preserved and stored up in 
books, since we see a kind of homicide may be thus committed, sometimes a martyrdom, and, 
if it extend to the whole impression, a kind of massacre, whereof the execution ends not in 
the slaying of an elemental life, but strikes at that elemental and fifth essence, the breath 
of reason itself, slays an immortality rather than a life. 



P^, NMIt iatbe YeaKi itf44* 



Title-page of Milton's "Areopagitica," 
First Edition, 1644. 
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From "The Ready and Easy Wav" {1659). 

To make ihe people fittest to choose, and the chosen fittest to govern, will be to mend 
our corrupt and faulty education, lo teach the people faith, not without virtue, temperance, 
modesty, sobriety, parsimony, justice ; not to admire wealth or honour ; to hate turbulence 
and.ambilion ; to place every one his private welfare and happiness in the public peace, 
liberty, and safety. They shall not then need to be much mistrustful of their chosen jjatriots 
in the grand council ; who will then be rightly called the true keepers of our liberty, 
though the most of their business will be in foreign aflfairs. But to prevent all mistrust, 
the people then will have their several ordinary assemblies (which will henceforth quite 
annihilate the odious power and name of committees) in the chief towns of every county, 
without the trouble, charj-e, or time lost of summoning and assembling from far so great a 
number, and so long residing from their own houses, or removing of their families, to do 
as much at home in their several shires, entire or subdivided, toward the securing of their 
liberty, as a numerous assembly of them all formed and convened on purpose with the 
wariest rotation. 

Clarendon was by a 
few months Milton's senior, 
yet ill reading him we 
seem to have descended 
to a later age. That he 
owed not a little to the 
Theophrastian fashion of 
his. youth is certain ; but 
the leal portraits which he 
draws with such pictur- 
esque precision are vastly 
superior to any fantastical 
abstractions of Overbury or 
Earle. Clarendon writes, in 
Wordsworth's phrase, with 
hi'j eye upon the object, 
'And the graces of his stylo 
are the result of the neces- 
sity he finds of describing 
what he wishes to coininii- 
nLcate in the simplest and 
most convincing manner. 
The History of the Great 
Rebellion is not the work of 
a student, but of a soldier, 
an administrator, a practical 
politician in stirring times. 
To have acted a great part 
publicly and spiritedly is 
not enough, as we are often reminded, to make a man the fit chronicler 
of what he has seen and done ; but in the case of Clarendon these 
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advantages were bestowed upon a man who, though not a rare artist in 
words, had a marked capacity for expression and considerable Hterary 
training. It is his great distinction that, Hving in an age of pedants, 
he had the courage to write history — a species of literature which, 
until his salutary example, was specially over-weighted with ornamental 
learning — in a spirit of complete simplicity. The diction of Claren- 
don is curiously modern ; we may read pages of his great book without 
lighting upon a single word now no longer in use. The claims of the 
great Chancellor to be counted among the classics of his country were 
not put forward in the seventeenth century, the lirst instalment of his 
history remaining unprinted until 1702-4, and the rest of it ("The Con- 
tinuation") until 1759. 

Edward Hyde, Earl of Clarendon (i 608-1674) was the son of a Cheshire 
gentleman of fortune residing at Dinton, near Hindon, in Wilts, where the future 
historian was bom on the i6th of February 1608. He was intended for the Church, 
and his education began at home ; lie went up to Magdalen Hall, Oxford, early 
in 1623. His stay at the University was brief, for, determining to take up the law for 
a profession, he entered at the Middle Temple at the age of seventeen. He was not 
called to the Bar until 1633. During the early years of his career in London, Hyde 
consorted with many of the most brilliant of his contemporaries, of many of whom he 
has preserved invaluable portraits. He delighted in the best society, and, as he tells 
us, "never was so proud, or thought myself so good a man, as when I was the worst 
man in the company." Hyde entered the House of Commons as M.P. for W'ootton 
Basset, in 1640, but in the Long Parliament he represented Saltash. He was not 
inclined at first to be a partisan, but the vehemence of public feeling forced him to 
take up a position, and he threw in his lot with the king, and he was expelled from the 
House in 1642. Charles I., however, knighted him and appointed him Chancellor of 
the Exchequer and a Privy Councillor ; he sat in the Parliament which assembled at 
Oxford in January 1643. During these years he made All Souls College, Oxford, his 
residence, until, early in 1645, he felt himself forced to fly with the other leading 
royalists. He escaped from Pendennis Castle in Cornwall to Jersey, where he joined 
the Prince of Wales. Here he remained for two years, in undisturbed retirement, and 
here he began his History of the Rebellion. In 1648 he believed it to be his duty to join 
the royal party in Holland, and he was sent to Spain, where from 1649 ^^ ^^S^ he held 
the very irksome position of joint-ambassador extraordinary from Charles H. to the court 
of Madrid. For the next two years his fortunes were at their lowest ; he wrote from 
Paris in 1652 saying that he had neither clothes nor fire to preserve him from the 
cold, nor a livre to spend on his necessities. He found the frivolous and thankless 
character of the king extremely irksome, but Charles H, understood Hyde's value, 
and gave him the titular positions of Secretary of State (1653) and Lord High Chancellor 
of England (1657). The reward of his fidelity came with the Restoration. Hyde 
accompanied the king on his progress into London, his daughter married the Duke 
of York, and he himself was raised to the peerage as Baron Hyde of Hindon. His 
love of letters was gratified by being made, at the same time. High Steward of the 
University of Cambridge and Chancellor at Oxford. He had been Lord Hyde only 
six months, when he was promoted to be Viscount Cornbury and Earl of Clarendon, 
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and received immense rewards in money and estate. He now " held the first place 

in his Majesty's confidence, and was Prime Manager, if not Prime Minister, under 

him." His extravagant 

p(^ Qd^ • success provoked a great 

deal of jealousy, and in 
1663 Clarendon was actu- 
ally charged with high 

/% e^V^c^jt^ ..^/^..^^^^^^t^^i:.^^ treason before the Peers; 

/v. / L^jUk^ i. (^^^ /^J^ L ^^ 

p^^ l.^ cu^ L Ldfa.^ , PiJL f i^ 4. .^ ^k/^ 



a. 









A 



accusation, but his prestige 
declined, and the courtiers 
persuaded the king that 
the Chancellor was a check 
upon his pleasures. As 
he passed in court, they 
would whisper to the king, 
"There goes your school- 
master." These intrigues 
succeeded to such an ex- 
tent, that in August 1667, 
Clarendon was deprived of 
the Great Seal, the grace- 
less king remarking that 
he "was then King of 
England and never before.'* 
To escape impeachment 
and banishment, Clarendon 
retired to France, where 
he underwent an infini- 
tude of discomforts. In 
April 1668, at Evreux, ho 
was set upon and nearly 
killed by a party of Eng- 
lish sailors, who, it is to 
be feared, may have been 
instigated by Charles H. to 
murder the, most faithful and 
distinguished of his ser\'ants. 
In great depression of health 
and spirits, Clarendon pro- 
ceeded to MontpelHer, whence 
ho issued a dignified vindica- 
tion of his conduct. PVom 
1668 to 1672 he resided at 
MontpelHer, immersed in literary work, and then at Moulins. He had travelled to 
Rouen, perhaps with the intention of returning to England, when he was taken ill there, 
and died on the 9th of December 1674. His body was brought to London and buried 
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Letter from the Earl of Clarendon to the Earl of 

Winchelsea 

My I.oku, 

I do give your LorP very humble thankes for the honour you did me 
the first of this month, and do assure your LorP that I had never 
nny apprehension that I should continue long in your displeasure, 
upon the misrepresentations I heard had been very maliciously made 
to your LorP concerning nie, for whatever other faults I am guilty of, 
I shall be found very free from that license, and rudenesse, and 
madnesse of speaking ill of persons of your LoiP^ quality, though they 
should be without that virtue and confessed and signall affection to 
the King, you are vtrry eminent for : I hope shortly to kisse your 
hande, and to give your LorP cause to l>clieve, that I have a very 
faytlifuU respecte for your LorP in many considerations, and shall 
always o jey your commands, I am 

My Lord, 

Your LorP* 
Bkeda, this 7) most humble :.nU most 

of Mar. obedient "-erx*. 

Edw. Hyde. 

K. of WINCHELSEA. 
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in Henry VII. 's Chapel in Westminster Abbey. It is remarkable that Clarendon was 
the grandfather of two queens of England, Mary 11. and Anne. His works were mainly 
posthumous. His famous History of the JiebeUlon first saw the light, imperfectly, 
in three volumes, in 1702-04, and was not fully published until 1826-17. !» \?i\\ 
was \%%MtA\i\% Religion and Policy, in 1815 his Essays, Ar\& in 1838 Uis Life and Letters. 
Clarendon was described in 1668 as "a fair, ruddy, fat, middle-statured, handsome man." 



The Character of Charles I. 

) this unnatural war, his natural cheerfulness and vivacity 
grew clouded, and a kind of sadness and dejection of spirits stole upon him, which 



he had never been used to ; yet being ( 
would end all differences, and that 
there would be so great a victory on I 
one side that the other would be | 
compelled to submit to any conditions 
from the victor— which supposition and 
conclusion generally sank into the minds 
of most men, and prevented the looking 
after many advantages that might then 
have been laid hold of— he resisted 
those indispositions. But after the I 
King's return from Brentford, and the 
furious resolution of the two Hou=cs | 
not to admit any treaty for peace, those 
indisptositions which had before touched 
him grew into a perfect habit of mi- 
cheerfulness; and he who had been so 
exactly easy and affable to all men, that 
his face and countenance was always 
present and vacant to his company, 
and held any cloudiness or less pleasant- 
ness of the visage a kind of rudeness 
or incivility, became on a sudden less 
communicable ; and thence very sad, 
pa!e, and exceedingly afflicted with the 
sp'een. In his clothes and habit, which 
he had minded before always with more 
neatness, and industry, and expense, 
than is usual to so great a soul, he was 
not now only incurious, but loo negligent ; 
necessary or casual addresses to his place, 
ii'anted not some men— strangers to his natu 
and imperious, from w-hich no mortal man wa 



of those who believed tlial 




md in liis recepiion of suitors, and the 
quick and sharp and severe, that there 
and disposition — who believed him proud 



In Jeremy Taylor we reach one of Ihose delightful figures, all cotnpact /<-« 
of charm and f;isciiiation, which tempt the rapid historian to pause for iheir -"' 
contemplation. No better words cau be used to describe him than were 
fonnd by his friend, George Rust, when he said ; "This great prelate had the 
good humour of a gentleman, the eloquence of an orator, the fancy of a poet, 
the acuteness of a sclioolman, the profoundness of a philosopher, the wisdom 
of a chancellor, the reason of an angel, and the piety of a saint. He liad 
devotion enough for a cloister, learning enough for a university, aiul wit 
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enough for a college of virtuosi." Fancy was the great quahty of Taylor, 
and it covers, as with brocade, all parts of the raiment of his voluminous 
writings. His was a mind of rare amenity and sweetness ; he was an 
eclectic, and the earliest great divine to free himself completely from the 

subtleties and " spinosi- 
ties" of the schools. So 
graceful are his illustra- 
tions and pathetic turns 
of divinity, that his prose 
hves in its loftier parts 
as no other religious lite- 
rature of the age does, 
except, perhaps, the verse 
of George Herbert. Yet 
even Jeremy Taylor suffers 
from the imperfections of 
contemporary taste. His 
unction is too Jong drawn, 
liis graces too elaborate 
and gorgeous, and modern 
readers turn from the ser- 
mons wiiich his own age 
thought so consummate 
in their beauty to those 
more colloquial treatises 
of Christian exposition 
and exhortation of which 
the Holy Living and tiie 
Holy Dying are the types, 

Jeremy Taylor (1613- 
1667) was baptized at Cam- 
bridge on [he 15th of .August 
1613. At the age of three he 
was sent to the Cambridge 
Free School, and at thirteen 
was transferred, as a sizar, to 
Gonville and Caius College. 
He had very early a tendency 
towards the Church, and when 
1 St. Paul's Cathedra], when Laud, hap- 
pening to hear him, was so much impressed with his talent, that he induced All 
Souls College, Oxford, by an extraordinary act, to offer Jeremy Taylor a fellowship 
on the 20th of October 1635. Later on. Laud made him his chaplain, and 
gave him the rectory of Uppingham. Before he was twenty-five, Taylor, although 
without other interest than his talent and piety supplied, found himself well pro- 
vided for. He presently became chaplain-in-ordinary to Charles I. In 1638 he pub- 
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lished his first sermon, and in 1642 appeared his famous work on T/ie Sacred Order 
0/ Episcopacy, for which he was made a D.D. at Oxford. During tlie Civil War, 
Jeremy Taylor accompanied the king on many of his cami)aigns as private chaplain ; 
he was captured at the battle of Cardigan in February 1645, but soon released. When 
the Royalist cause firuliy declined, Taylor withdrew to South Wales, where at first he 
kept a school, and then, in 1647, accepted the hospitality of the Earl of Carbery, at 
Golden Grove, Caermarthenshire. Here he stayed, acting as chaplain and sometimes 
as schoolmaster, for ten years, and here he devoted himself to theolog}'. The works 



! very 



he published during this period, in this "retired and agreeable solitude," 
numeroiis, and include those by which the 
name of Jeremy Taylor is best known, such 
as 7'he Liberty of Prophesying {1646), The 
Funeral Sermon on the Countess I'J Carbury 
(1650), Holy Living {1650), Holy Dying 
(1651), ^ Discourse 0/ Auxiliary Setiufy {16^6). 
and A Discourse of Friendship (1656). In 
1657, however, Jeremy Taylor had the poig- 
nant sorrow of losing, within a few weeks, 
two of his sons, "young men of great hopes." 
He could no longer, after this series of deaths, 
endure Golden Grove; leaving it abruptly, he 
came up to London and took charge of a 
congregation of Episcopalian Loyalists to his 
eminent personal peril. I>ord Conway, solici- 
tous for his safety, urged htm to come over 
into Ireland, and found him an asylum at Lis- 
bum until the Restoration. From Charles IL , 
Jeremy Taylor received every mark of favour, 
::nd in January 1661 was appointed Bishop of j 
Down and Connor ; to this, six months later, 
vi3& added by special favour the Bishopric of 
Uromore, all in Ulster; and he was made 
Vice-Chancellor of the University of Dublin 
and a Privy Councillor. All these posts 
and honours he retained until his death, 
which happened six years later at Lisburn, 
<m the 13th of August 1667. He was buried in the choir of the Cathedral of 
Dromore, which he had rebuilt at his own cost. The personal charm of Jeremy 
Taylor is celebrated by all his contemporaries. One of them, who knew him well, 
assures us that " he was a person of great humility, and notwithstanding his 
stupendous parts and learning, and eminency of place, he had nothing in him of 
pride and humour, but was courteous and affable, and of easy access." Jeremy 
Taylor possessed " a most sweet and obliging temper, with great candour and 
ingenuity ; there was so much <jf salt and fineness of wit and prettiness of address 
in his familiar discourses as made his conversation have all the pleasantness of a 
comedy and all the usefulness of a sermon." He was twice married, and, for the 
second time, to Joanna Bridges, the natural daughter of Charles I. 
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The Married State 

They that enter into the stale of marriage cast a die of the greatest contingency, 
and yet of the greatest interest in the world next to the last throw for eternily. Life 
or death, felicity or a lasting sorrow, are in the power of marriage. A woman, indeed, 
ventures most, for she hath no sanctuary to retire to from an evil husband ; 
■dwell upon her sorrow, and hatch 
the eggs which her own folly 
or infelicity hath produced ; and 
she is more under it' because 
her tormentor hath a warrant of 
prerogation, and the woman may 
•complain to God, as subjects do 
of tyrant princes ; but otherwise 
she hath no appeal in the causes 
of unkindness. And though the 
man can run from many hours 
of his sadness, yet he must re- 
turn to it again ; and when he 
sits among his neighbours, he re- 
members the objection that is in 
his bosom, and he sighs deeply. 
The boys and the pedlars and ihe 
fruiterers shall lell of this man 
when he is carried to the grave, 
that he lived and died a poor 
wretched person. The stags in 
the Greek epigram, whose knees /-^'^i-'ff.-'.v ■'-.""^■^"^^.'l f.f^^"'''"''' ■^''■™"^ 

were clogged with frozen snow 

upon the mountains, came down to the brooks of the valleys, hoping lo thaw their 
Joints with the waters of the stream ; but there the frost overtook Ihem and bo-jnd 
them fast in ice, till the young herdsmen look them in their stronger snare. It is 
the unhappy chance of many men ; finding many inconveniences upon the moun- 
tains of single life, they descend into the valleys of marriage lo refresh their troubles, 
and there they enter into fetters, and arc bound to soirow by the cords of a man's 
or woman's peevishness. 

A Good Man 

A good man, though unlearned in secular notices, is like the windows of the Temple, 
narrow without and broad within; he sees not so much of what profits not abroad, but 
whatsoever is within, and concerns religion and the glorificafions of God, that he sees 
with a broad inspection ; but all human learning, without God, is but blindness and 
ignorant folly. 

We note with particular interest those prose-writers of the pre-/jaj* 
Restoration period who cultivated the easier and more graceful parts "'''^'°" 
of speech and made the transition more facile. As a rule, these were 
not the writers most admired in their own age, and IZA.^K Walton, 
in particular, holds a position now far liigher than any which he 
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enjoyed in his long lifetime. Yet modern biography may almost be 
said to have begun in those easy, garrulous lives of Donne and 
Wotton which he printed in 1640 and 1651, while in the immortal 
Compleat Angler we still possess the best-written technical treatise in the 
English hinguage. Familiar correspondence, too — a delightful depart- 
ment of literature — owes mucJi of its freedom and its prestige to 

the exlremely entertaining 
and picturesque Epistolm 
Ho-Elians, in which JAMES 
Howell surpassed all pre- 
vious letter- writers in the 
ease and liveliness of his 
letters. And among these 
agreeable purveyors of 
amusement, civilisers of 
tliat over-serious age, must 
not be omitted Thomas 
Fuller, indignant as he 
might have been at being 
classed with persons so 
frivolous. His activity be- 
tween 1639, when he pub- 
lished the Holy War, and 
1661, when he died, was 
prodigious. Without en- 
dorsing the extravagant 
praise of Coleridge, we 
must acknowledge that the 
wit of Fuller was amazing, 
if he produced too many 
examples of it in forms 
a little too desultory for modern taste, lie was all compact of intel- 
lectual vivacity, and his active fancy helped him to a thousand images 
as his pen rattled along. In such writers we see the age of the journalist 
approaching, although as yet the newspaper, as we understand it, was 
not invented. Fuller would have made a superb leader-writer, and Howell 
an ideal special correspondent. There was little in either of them of the 
solemnity of the age they lived in, except the long-windedness of their 
sentences. In them we see English literature eager to be freed from the 
last fetters of the Renaissance. 
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Izaak Walton (1593-16S3) was the 
Stafford, where the future author was born ot 




Witton'a House in Fleet Street 

Life of Sir Henry Wotlon. It exemplifii 
discreet tradesman, that, after the battle 
"Lesser George" jewel of the Regalia, 
which he contrived eventually to pasa 
on to Charles II. At the age of sixty, 
\Valton published The Compleat Angler, 
one of the most famous of English 
books, in 1653; a revised edition 
appeared in 1655. Until the Restora- 
tion, Izaak Walton appears to have 
been living quietly at Clerkenwell. 
We hear of him next in 1662, when 
CJeorge Morley, Bishop of Winchester, 
who was another survival from tiie 
Elizabethan age, offered Walton a 
home in his palace. Winchester was 
Walton's home for the remainder of 
his life, although he paid visits to 
CoUon in Derbyshire, and doubtless 
went up to London. In 1665 he 
printed his Life of Richard Hooker, 
and in 1670 his Life of George 
Herbert, collecting the four famous 
lives into the one-volume form in 
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son of Jervaise Walton, a yeoman of 
I the 9th of August 1593. He received 
little education, and'came up, still young, 
to London to engage in trade. It is 
said that for some time he served at 
a haberdasher's shop in Whitechapel. 
Much more certain is that he was ap- 
prenticed to Thomas Grisell, an in.m- 
monger of Paddington. To this trade 
he stuck, for at the age of twenty-fi\e 
he was made free of ihe Ironmongers' 
("ompany. He had a shop in Fleet 
Street, two doors wfst of Char.ccry 
I^ne, and was one of the jwrishioners 
of Donne, as vicar of St. Dunstan's. It 
was probably about 1C--8 that Walton 
became known to Donne, then Dean of 
St. Paul's, whose life he published in 
1640. He left I^ndon in 1644, in con- 
sequence, it is supposed, of the defeat of 
the Royalist party at Marston Moor, hut 
he soon returned, and settled in Clcrken- 
well. In 165 1 he i.ssued the Rdi^iuio: 

Wottoniamz, lo which was prefixed his 
e curious regard which was shown to this 
he was chosen to guard the 
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which they have since become familiar. The Lift of Robert Sanderson was added 
in 1678. Walton was married twice, his first wife dyii^ in 1640, all her seven 
children having died in infancy. He presently married again, this time Anne, the 
half-sister of the celebrated Bishop Thomas Ken (1O37-1711); she also died, very 
shortly before Walton settled in Winchester, but leaving a son and a daughter. 

The daughter, Anne, eventu- 
ally married William Hawkins, 
a prebendary of Winchester. 
It has been thought ibat about 
1680 AValton moved over 
from his rooms in the palace 
to his son,- in -law's house; 
he certainly died in the latter 
place on the 15th of De- 
cember 1683. He had entered 
his ninety • first year; his 
venerable host, the Bishop, 
who was little younger, sur- 
vived him only by a few 
months. Izaak Walton lies 
buried in the north transept 
of Winchester Cathedral, under 
a black basalt slab. Walton's 
happy disposition and love of 
literature, combined with an 
easy effusiveness of tempera- 

!\ ment and a constitutional 
C r C tJ """B'Dl^raurftof tendency to hero ■ worship, 

F I S H ana FlSri IN Qy brought Him into communica- 

Motanarnrthvrh^rvniralnrntnff y>r/»r. tion with a vast number of 

people from whose society 
ihe barriers of his trade would 
otherwise have excluded him. 
lie forms a curious excep- 
tion to the aristocratic and 
professional literary liabit of 
the seventeenth century. He 
was always graceful, prudent, 
and serviceable, and he had 
a genius for retaining the friends he made ; iVshmole said that he was " well 
beloved of all good men." Walton is great in two directions; he is the founder 
of modern, easy bit^raphy ; he is the first of our piscatory authors. As Mr. 
Andrew Lang has excellently said: "Our angling literature is copious, practical, 
full of anecdote; Walton alons gave it style. He is not so much unrivalled as 
absolutely alone. Heaven meant him for the place he fills, as it meant the cowslip 
and the Mayfly." ' 
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First Edition, 1653 



From Walton's "Life of Mr. George Herbert." 

In a bte retreat from ihe business of this world, and those many little cares with 
which I have too often cumbered myself, I fell into a contemplation of some of those his- 
torical passages that are recorded in Sacred Story : and more particularly of what had 
passed betwixt our blessed Saviour and that wonder of w 
St. Mary Magdalen. I call 
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her Saint, because 1 
then, nor do now consider 
her, as when she was pos- 
sessed with seven devils ; nor 
as when her wanton eyes and 
dishevelled hair were designed 
and managed to charm and 
ensnare amorous beholders. 
Dut I did then, and do now 
consider her, as after she had 
expressed a visible and sacred 
sorrow for her sensualities ; 
as after those eyes had wept 
such a flood of penitential 
tears as did wash, and that 
hair had wiped, and she most 
passionately kissed the feet 
of hers and our blessed Jesus. 
And I do now consider, that 
because she loved much, not 
only much was forgiven her : 
but that beside that blessed 
blessing of having her sins 
pardoned, and the joy of know' 
ing her happy condition, she 
also had from him a testimony 
that her alallaster box of pre- 
cious ointment poured on his 
head and feet, and that spike- 
nard, and those spices that 
were by her dedicated to f\ 
embalm and preserve his i_ 
sacred body from putrefaction, 
should so far preserve her own 
memory, that these demonstra- 
tions of her sanctified love, and of her officious and generous gratitude, should be 
recorded and mentioned wheresoever his Gospel should be read ; intendin)^ thereby, 
that as His, so her name, should also live to succeeding genemtions, even till time iisctf 
shall be no more. 

James Howell (i5y4?-i666), one of the fifteen children of Thomas Howeil //eof/l 
of Abemant, Carmarthenshire, was probably born in 1594 at Llangammarch in the 
county of Brecon. He was educated at the Free School of Hereford under "a 
learned but lashing master," and proceeded to Jesus College, Oxford, in 1610. He 
took his degree at the close of 1613, and long afterwards (1623) he was elected 
a fellow of his college. But although Howell was always a loving son of Oxford, 
he had few o[^x>Ttunities of residing there. At the age of twenty he was apprenticed 
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to a glass manufacturer in Broad Street, London, and soon l>ecame steward or manager. 
He showed such a remarkable aptitude for business, that the firm sent him abroad lo 
study the continental modes of making glass, and to secure the best materials. He 
was travelling, chiefly in Holland, Spain, and Italy, from 1616 to 1612, and having 
linguistic gifts, he became unusually skilled in the principal European languages ; he 
says that he could talk seven tongues wiih fluency. His visit to England in 16^2 
; brief. He abandoned the glass 
business, in which he saw no open- 
ing for the future, and he adopted 
first a travelling tutorship, and then 
secretarial work as a profession ; he 
i in Spain from i6j2 to the end 
1614. Now, at the age of about 
thirty, he resolved lo settle in Eng- 
land, and he entered the service first 
of the Duke of Buckingham, then 
(1626-28) of Lord Scrope. As Lord 
Wentworth's man, Howell entered the 
House of Commons, MP. for Rich- 
mond in Yorkshire, in 1627. In 
1632, he was taken to Denmark, as 
his private secretary, by the Earl of 
Leicester. For the next few years, 
Howell, driven from pillar to post, 
seems to have gained a precarious 
livelihood by clerical work. In 1640 
he began his literary career by the 
publication of his political allegory, 
called Dendrohgia ; or Dodonds 
Grove, of which he published simul- 
taneously a French translation ; at this 
e went over to Paris, and offered 
his services in vain to the Cardinal 
Richelieu. At length, in 1642, he 
L few months Clerk of the Council, but this apparent success was a 
disaster in disguise, for he attracted the unfavourable notice of Parliament, and in 
the course of the next year five armed men rushed, one morning, into his office with 
swords drawn and pistols cocked, and not merely arrested Howell, but confiscated 
all his MSS. and correspondence. A few days later he was thrown into the Fleet 
Prison, where lie was left to languish for eight years. He was deep in debt, and 
"had now nothing lo trust to but his pen." Howell, therefore, l>ecame perforce a 
jirofessional man of letters, and contrived to support himself entirely by miscel- 
laneous authorship. It was from prison that he began to publish his famous 
Epistula lla-Eliana, or Familiar letters, of which three volumes issued from 
the Fleet, in 1645, 1647, and 1650; a fourth followed in 1655. If, as we 
arc to believe, Howell had been deprived of all his papers, those letters must 
have been compiled from memory; they were, however, accepted at the time as 
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genuine contributions to current history, and were read with extreme avidity. They 
marked the rise of a new class of literature in England, the elaborately-composed 
essay-letter, of which Balzac had set the type in France. When Howell emerged 
from prison, he devoted himself to the flattery of Cromwell, yet contrived to recover 
favour when the king came back. Charles II. created and amply endowed the post 

of Historiographer 
Royal for Howell in 
1661, so that the 
close of his fugitive 
and harassed life was 
ifortable. He died 
early in November 
1666, and was buried 
in theTemple Church. 

and occasional effu- 
sions in prose and 
and his trans- 
lations, are extremely 

always hovering or 
the borders of what 
we now call joumal- 



Iti a long and 
curious letter, ad- 
dressed to Lord 
Cliffe on the 7th 
of Octo"ber 1634, 
Howell discusses 
at large the drinks 
of the world, lii 
the course of it, 
he tells such stories 
as these : — 

Tlie countries that 
are freesl from excess 
of drinking are Spain 
antl Italy. Ifawoman 
can prove her husband 
to liiive been thrice drunk, by the ancient laas of Spain she may plead for a 
divorce from him. Nor, indeed, can the Spaniard, being hol-brained, bear much drink, 
yet I have heard that Gondamar was once loo hard for ilie King of Denmark, when 
he was here in England. But the Spanish soldiers thai have been in the wars 
of Flanders will lake their cups freely, and the Italians also. When I lived t'other 
side the Alps, a gentleman told me a merry tale of a Ligurian soldier, who hnd 
got drunk in Genoa ; and Prince Uoria going ahorseback 10 walk the round one night, 
the soldier took his horse by the bridle, and asked what the price of him was, for he 
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wanted a horse. The Prince, seeing' in what humour he was, caused him to be i^iken 
into a house and put lo sleep. In the morning he sent for him, and asked him what 
he would give for his horse. " Sir," said the recovered soldier, " tlie mercliant that «ould 
have bought him last night of your Highness went away betimes in the morning." . . . 
1 have heard of a company of Low Dutchmen that had drunk so deep, that beginning 
lo stagger, and their heads turning round, they thought verily that they were at sea, 
and that the upper chamber where they were was a ship, insomuch that, it being fout 
windy weather, they fell to throw the stools and other things out of the window, to lighten 
the vessel, for fear of suffering shipwreck. 



of th,= 
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Thomas Fuller {1608-1661) was the 
Aldwinckle St. Peter's, in Northamptonshiri;, 
He was taught at home, by 
his father, until June 1611, 
when he was sent up to 
Queen's College, Cambridge. 
He was disappointed of a 
fellowship at Queen's, and at 
Sidney Sussex, to which he 
migrated; and in 1630 he bad 
to content himself with the 
perpetual curacy of St. Benet's, 
Cambridge. He presently 
secured other pieces of pre- 
ferment, and from 1634 to 
1 64 1 he was rector of Broad- 
windsor in Dorset ; but during 
all this lime he did not wholly 
break off his connection with 
Cambridge. He married in 
1638, and in' 1639 published 
his first important book, The 
IliUory of Ihe Bofy War. He 
was elected proctor to Con- 
vocation in the next year, and 
presently removed to London, 
where his wit in the pulpit 
became widely celebrated ; he 
was elected lecturer to the 
Savoy Chapel. He was promi- 
nent in his loyalty, however, 
and with other royalist divines 
he was driven out of London 
in 1643; he took refuge in 
Oxford. He had recently 
published The Holy Stale and 

the Profane Stale, a treatise on the conduct of the Christian life, in five books ; tliis is 
perhaps more densely crowded with the peculiar beauties of Fuller's style than any 
other work of his. Fuller was not very happy at Oxford, and early in 1644 lie was glad 
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to proceed to Exeter as chaplain to the Princess Henrietta, and when the queen fled, 
Fuller placed himself under the protection of Lord Montague at Bough ton. During 
these uneasy years, he chiefly supported himself by the activity of his pen. In 1650 
he brought out his picturesque geography of Palestine, called A Pisgah-sight^ a 
folio richly illustrated; and in 1656 his most celebrated work, the huge Church 
History of Britain. This was greatly praised and widely read, but its accuracy 
was impugned by the historian. Dr. Peter Heylin (1600-166 2). Fuller retorted 
in a very lively Appeal of Injured Infiocence^ in 1659. This was his last publica- 
tion of importance. In 1660 Fuller went over to The Hague with Lord 
Berkeley to present himself to Charles II. At the king's return, he recovered 
his various ecclesiastical offices, and was looking forward to a bishopric, when 
he was attacked by typhoid fever. He insisted up>on preaching on the 13th 
of August 1 66 1, although he was so weak that he had to be lifted out of the 
pulpit, and three days later he died in his lodgings in Covent Garden. He was 
buried in the church of Cranford, of which he had been rector since 1658. 
His famous History of the Worthies of England appeared posthumously in 1662. 
He described this as an inventory of the rooms — that is to say shires — into which 
the 'not very great house" of England is divided, with the portraits of great men 
hung on the walls of those rooms. Fuller was never held pre-eminent as a divine, and 
as an historian he was too rapid and careless to inspire confidence, but his wit and 
skill as a manipulator of language were unsurpassed. Nor should his extraordinary 
acquaintance with the face and form of England be neglected. "England was to him 
as an open book, whose leaves he was always turning over," and he was for ever riding 
hither and thither, in his geographical curiosity, till hardly a corner of the country was 
unknown to him. 

Flll?:r on His Own Voice. 

Lord, my voice by nature is harsh and untunable, and it is vain to lavish any art to 
better it. Can my singing of psalms be pleasing to Thy ears, which is unpleasant to my 
own ? Yet though I cannot chant with the nightingale, or chirp with the blackbird, I had 
rather chatter with the swallow, yea, rather croak with the raven, than be altogether silent. 
Hadst Thou given me a better voice, I would have praised Thee with a better voice. Now 
what my music wants in sweetness let it have in sense, singing praises with understanding. 
Yea, Lord, create in me a new heart (therein to make melody), and I will be contented 
with my old voice until in Thy due time, being admitted into the choir of heaven, 1 have 
another, more harmonious, bestowed upon me. 

Fkmale Education. 

Nunneries were good she-schools, wherein the girls and maids of the neighbourhood 
were taught to read and work ; and sometimes a little Latin was taught them therein. Yea, 
give mc leave to say, if such feminine foundations had still continued, provided no vow 
were obtruded upon them (virginity is least kept where it is most constrained,', haply the 
weaker sex (beside the avoiding modern inconveniences) might be heightened to a higher 
perfection than hitherto hath been attained. The sharpness of their wits, and suddenness 
of their conceits, which their enemies must allow unto them, might by education be 
improved into a judicious solidity, and that adorned with arts, which now they want, not 
because they cannot learn, but are not taught them. I say, if such feminine foundations 
were extant now-of-days, haply some virgins of highest birth would be glad of such places ; 
and, I am sure, their fathers and elder brothers would not be sorry for the same. 

Brcnvtic We h«ive been speaking of prose-writers who were eager to liberate them- 

selves from the shackles of the Renaissance. But in Sir Thomas Browne 
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we meet with a man who hugged those fetters closer to himself, and 
turned them into chased and fretted ornaments of gold. He was one of 
those riire prose-writers whom we meet at intervals in the history of litera- 
ture who le;ive nothing to improvitialion, but hahmce and burnish their 
sentences until they reach a perfection analogous to that of verv fine verse. 
Supported by his exquisite ear, Browne permits himself audacities, neolo- 
gisms, abrupt transitions, which positively take away our breath. But while 
wc watcii him thus dancing on the tight-rope of style, we never see him 
fall ; if he lets go his footing in one place, it is but to amaze us by his agility 
in leaping to another. His scheme has been supposed to be founded on that 
of Burton, and certainly Browne is no less captivated by the humours of 
melancholy. But if Burton is the greater favourite among students, Browne 
is the better artist and the more ima;^inative uxiter. There is, moreover, 
much more that is his own, in relation to parts adapted from the ancients, 
than in liurton. We find nutliing of progress to chronicle in Browne, but 
so much of lii^;li, positive beauty that we do not class him in the proces- 
sion of the wrik-i s of his time, but award him a place apart, as an author of 
solitary and intrinsic charm, 

SirThomas Browne (i6o5-ifi.S2), iliu- pliilosopliical physician of Norwich, was 
born ill London on iht: 19th uf Oi:tobi;r 1605, He was the son of a mercer of the 

same name, settled in the parish- 

of Si. Michael, Cheapside. He 
was admitted to a scholarship at 
Winchester on the 20th of August 
1616, and was transferred to Broad- 
gate Hall (Pembroke College), Ox- 
ford, in 1623. The incidents of 
lirowne's early life are obscure, but 
it is iKlieved that after taking his 
M..A. degree in June 1O39, he im- 
mediately began the study of medi- 
cine. We hear of him in Ireland, 
at .Nfonlpellier, making the tour of 
Italy, and residing some time 'at 
Padua, He look his degree of 
M.D. at Leyden, about 1633. His 
Hie was ■■ a restless pilgrimage " 
till 1634, when, lired of travel, he 
came back and settled in England, 
probably in London. In 1635 he 
wrote the first sketch of the Religio 
Medici. He was persuaded by Sir 
r«m '"' ^"f^^'^^'"^^''j 'J j^^ '^I'^ll^^' '" " Nicholas Bacon and other influential 

people in Norfolk, to practise as a 
physician in Norwich, which he did in i()30, marrying in 1641 into one of the 
best county families, and remaining there for the rest of his life. In 1641, as a 
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consequence of having been frequently handed about in MS., the Rtligio Medici 
appeared in a pirated edition, which led lo its being published by ihe author in 
the course of the next year. Its success was overwhelming ; " hardly ever was 
a book published in Britain that made more noise than the Rdigio Media," 
says Oldys. It was translated into many languages, and as early as 1645 Patin 
tdls us that it was in high credit in Paris; although it exposed Itrowne, among 
Catholics as well as Protestants, to a charge of atheism. Unmoved by the violent 
discussion which raged around this his first work, Browne devoted himself to an 
examination of popular errors in scientific ob- 
servation, which he exposed in 1646, in his 
Pseudodoxia Epidemiea. His life was now per- 
fectly uneventful, devoted to his profession and 
to his studies. He did not appear before the 
public again until 1658, when he issued logethor 
his Hydriotaphia and Garden of Cyrus, in which 
the delicacy of his mannered prose reaches its 
extreme height. Although Browne sided with 
the Royalists during the Civil War, he does not 
appear lo have been disturbed. He was an 
original member of Ihe Royal Society, was made 
an honorary fellow of the Royal ("ollege of 
Physicians in 1663, and was knighit-d by 
Charles II. when he visited Norwich in Se|i- 
lember 167 1. Browne was a profound stuilent 
of natural phenomena, and he continued bis 
investigations far into old age, dying on liis 
seventy-seventh birthday, October ly, i68r. 
Archbishop Teni.wn edited Browne's Misal- 
ianeous Tracts ;r. 1684; his Works in folio 
appeared in 1686; and his son — Dr. lidHanl 
Browne (1642-1710), one of the most eminent 
physicians of his day, and devoted to his father's 
fame — published his beautiful Letter la a J-riend 
in 1690. The Christian Morals did not appear 
until 1716, Sir Thomas Browne was buried in 
the church of St. Peter's, Mancroft, Norwich. 
of a brown complexion, and his hair of the s; 
tragical vicissitudes, the career of Browne seems 
! happy in a quiet and prosperous c 
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Ke "was of a moderate stature, 
e colour." In an age full of 
> have been uniformly fortunate. 
I a wife devoted to his interests, 
in ten children all remarkable for gifts and graces, in a reputation not less dis- 
tinguished than that of any writer of his time. His modesty and sincerity made 
him a universal favourite ; he had more friends in the world of tetters and science 
than any other Englishman of his age; he corresponded with the learned world 
of Europe from Iceland to Naples. Sir Thomas Browne is one great example of 
the fact that it is not quite impossible for an illustrious author to be consistently 
humble, extremely beloved, and entirely happy. 



54 HISTORY OF ENGLISH LITERATURE 

From the "Pseudodoxia Epidemica." 

The Glow-worm, 

Wondrous things are promised from the glow-worm ; thereof perpetual lights are 
pretended, and waters said to be distilled which afford a lustre in the night ; and 
this is asserted by Cardan, Albertus, Gaudentinus, Mizaldus, and many more. But 
hereto we cannot with reason assent ; for the light made by this animal, depends 
upon a living spirit, and seems by some vital irradiation to be actuated into this 
lustre. For when they are dead, they shine not, nor always while they live, but 
are obscure, or light, according to the diffusion of this spirit, and the protrusion 
of their luminous parts, as observation will instruct us. For this flammeous light 
is not over all the body, but only visible on the inward side ; in a small white part 
near the tail. When this is full and seemeth protruded there ariseth a flame of a 
circular figure, and emerald-green colour ; which is more discernible in any dark place 
than by day ; but when it falleth and seemeth contracted, the light disappeareth, and the 
colour of that part only remaineth. Now this light, as it appeareth and disappeareth in 
their life, so doth it go quite out at their death. As we have observed in some, which, 
preserved in fresh grass, have lived and shined eighteen days ; but as they declined, their 
light grew languid, and at last went out with their lives. 

From "Cyrus's Garden." 

But the quincunx of heaven runs low, and 'tis time to close the five ports of know- 
ledge : we are unwilling to spin out our awaking thoughts into phantasms of sleep, which 
often continueth precogitations, making cables of cobwebs, and wildernesses of handsome 
groves. Beside, Hippocrates hath spoke so little, and the oneirocntical masters have 
left such frigid interpretations from plants, that there is little encouragement to dream of 
paradise itself Nor will the sweetest delight of gardens afford much comfort in sleep, 
wherein the dulness of that sense shakes hands with delectable odours ; and, though in 
the bed of Cleopatra, can hardly with any delight raise up the ghost of a rose. Night, 
which pagan theology could make the daughter of Chaos, affords no advantage to the 
description of order ; although no lower than that mass can we derive its genealogy. 
All thinj^s began in order, so shall they end, and so shall they begin again ; according 
to the ordainer of order and mystical mathematics of the city of heaven. 

Though Somnus, in Homer, be sent to rouse up Agamemnon, I find no such effects 
in these drowsy approaches of sleep. To keep our eyes open longer were but to act 
our Antipodes. The huntsmen are up in America, and they are already past their first 
sleep in Persia. But who can be drowsy at that hour which freed us from everlasting 
sleep ? or have slumbering thoughts at that time when sleep itself must end, and, as 
some conjecture, all shall awake again t 

Bobba A writer far less charming than Browne, and now completely obsolete 

for the ordinary reader, did serviceable work in clarifying and simplifying 
prose expression, and in preparing for the lucidity of the Restoration. 
Thomas Hobbes was the most brilliant pure intelligence between Bacon 
and Locke ; but his metaphysical system is now known to have been 
independent of the former, and derived from French sources. His views 
are embodied in his Leviathany a w^ork of formidable extent, not now often 
referred to except by students, but attractive still from the resolute sim- 
plicity of the writer's style. In the next age, and especially when deism 
began to develop, Hobbes exercised a great influence, but this declined 
when Locke gained the public ear. Hobbes, however, is still read by all 
serious students of philosophy, at home and abroad. 
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Thomas Hobbes (1588-1679) was the son of a clergyman of U'estport, in 
Wiltshire. His mother being terrified by news of the approach of the Spanish 
Armada, the future philosopher was prematurely born on the 5lh of April 158S. 
He was at school al Westport and at Malmesbury, and proceeded to Mugdalen Hall, 
Oxford, with a good basis of flreek, in 1O03. Hobbes was protected by an uncle, 
an alderman of Malmesburj', H-iio helped lo pay for his education, and who, when 
he died, left him an annuity "that he might not be obliged lo desert bis studies." 
Hobbes remained at Oxford 
until 160S, when he entered 
the service of Lord Hard- 
wicke, afterwards first Earl 
of Devonshire, as tutor to 
his son William ; he now- 
remained in the family of 
the Cavendishes for twenty 
years, and, indeed, with short 
eclipses, for seventy years. In 
16 10 Hobbes accompanied 
William Cavendish on the 
Grand Tour. Very little is 
known of Hobbes for these 
early years, except that he 
was immersed in study, especi- 
ally of Greek language and 
literature, and that he en- 
joyed the friendsliip of Bacon 
and of Ben Jonson. After 
the death of the second Earl 
of Devonshire, in 1618, 
Hobbes transferred himself 
to the service of Sir Gervaise 
Clinton, with whose son ho 
travelled as tutor until 1631. 
It was then proposed to him 
by the Countess of Devonshire, 
that he should return to her 
household, as tutor to her 
young son, the third Earl, to whom Hobb 
translation of Thucydides. He now de o ed 
philosophy; he visited, in company w h h 
of science in France and Italy and pa ul: 
at Pisa. In 1637 Hobbes and h )ou hful p 
their residence at Chatsworth. Hobbe La n poem 
probably belongs to the year 1 638 In h ^ " aid 
ing of the Long Parliament, Hobbes fled in the winter of 1640 to Pans, and became 
intimate with Descartes and Gassendi. In 1642, at the advanced age of fifty-four, 
Hobbes made his first important contribution to literature by printing, privately, in 
Latin, a fragment of his great philosophical work, Zh Cat, more completely published 
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in 1647. During his stay in Paris, from 1640 to 1651, Hobbes lived under the jiro- 
tection and in the service of another member of the Devonshire family, Sir Charies 
Cavendish. All these years he was digesting his system of philosophy, and at length, 
in 1651, he returned to London, carrying with him for publication his vast treatise, 
Leviathan ; this attempted to prove that self-interest is the only settled principle of 
iduct, and alone can lead to the wholesome conduct of a commonwealth. 
He had formulated the same 
doctrine, less fully, in a 
treatise of Human Nature in 
1650 The English clergy are 
said to ha^e raised such a 
disturbance about this book, 
which was held to be subver- 
siie of religion, that Hobbes 
had to retire suddenly to his 
old patron at Chatsworth, 
which, with other country 
seats of the Carls of Devon- 
snire, remained his head- 
quarters for the remainder of 
his long life He engaged in 
constant controversy on phil- 
osophical questions, being re- 
peatedly accused of heresy 
and even of atheism, charges 
which in 1666 were actually 
brought before the notice of 
Parliament ; ilie storm, how- 
ever, blew over. After this, 
i:i spite of his heterodoxy, 
the celebrity of Hobbes be- 
came European; in 1668 he 
brought out a splendid col- 
lected edition of his I^tin 
works in Amsterdam ; and lie 
was visited in 1669 by Cosimo 
<ie Medicis, Duke of Tuscany. 
His English opponents con- 
tinued to attack what one 
of them gracefully calls "that 
most vain and waspish animal 
of Malmesbury," hut Hobbes was undisturbed. When he had passed the age of eighty, 
he undertook to translate the JUad and the Odyssey into English verse, a feat which 
he completed at the age of eighty-seven. His Behemoth, a history of the Civil \\'ar, 
which he had written and suppressed twelve years earlier, he published in 1679, and 
in the same year he issued his autobiography. The astounding old man, who was 
n(H well, insisted on not being left behind when his patron moved from Chatsworth 
to Hardwicke in the autumn of 1679. The journey, although he was carried on a 




Title-jjase «f Thomaa Hoblws' " De Give," First Complete 
Eaglisb EditioD, 1647, with the Author's Portrait 



HOBBES 



57 



feather-bed, proved loo fatiguing, and on the 4th of December he died at Hardwicke, 
in full possession of his mental faculties, although advanced iti his ninety-second year. 
He was buried among the Cavendishes, who had been his life-long patrons, in the 
aisle of Hault Hucknell Church. The surliness of Hobbes was almost an affectation ; 
it was a subject of general entertainment, and Charles II., who had a great liking for 
the blunt old philosopher, said of him, " He is a bear, against whom the churchmen 
play their young dc^s in order 
to exercise them." At the 
same time, Hobbes was person- 
allytimid to a ludicrous degree, 
so that he would never consent 
to be left atone, lest somebody 
should suddenly attack him. 

From "Leviathan." 
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And as o he facult es of 
the n nd — set ng as de tl e 
artsgrounded upon wo ds and 
especially that skill of pro- 
ceeding upon general and in- 
fallible rules, called science ; 
which very few have, and but in few things ; as being not a native faculty, born with us, nor 
attained (as prudence) while we look after soincwhnt else — 1 find yet a greater equality 
amongst men, than that of strength. For prudence is but experience ; which equal time, 
equally bestowes on ail men in those things lhe>- equally apply themselves unio. That 
which may perhaps make such equality incredible, is but a vain conceipl of one's own 
wisdom, which almost all men think they have in a greater degree, than the vulgar; 
that is, than all men but themselves, and a few others, whom by fame, or for concurring 
with themselves, they approve. For such is the nature of men, that however they may 



acknowledge many others ti 
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witty, or more eloquent, or more learned ; yet they 
i'ise as themselves: for they see their own wit at 
liut this proveth rather that men are in that point 
ordinarily a greater sign of the equal distribution 
Itemed with his share. 
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"jecadence in 
^oetry 



Herrick 



As the century slipped away, English poetry came more and more under 
the spell of a corrupted Petrarchism. The imitation of Petrarch, seen 
through Marino and Tasso, penetrated all the poetic systems of Western 
Europe. It involved us, in English, in a composite style, exquisite and pre- 
tentious, simple, at once, and affected. A complicated symbolism, such as 
Donne had inaugurated, came into almost universal fashion, and verse was 
decomposed by an excess of antithesis, of forced comparisons, of fantastic 
metaphors. We have seen that, in the hands of the dramatists, blank verse, 
no longer understood, offered a temptation to loose and languid writing. 
In lyric poetry the rhyme presented some resistance, but everything tended 
to be too fluid and lengthy. The poets indulged themselves in a luxurious 
vocabulary ; like the Pleiade, a hundred years earlier, they yearned after 
such words as " ocymore, dyspotme, oligochronian." Similar defects had 
been seen in the Alexandrian poets of Greece, in Ausonius, in the followers 
of Tasso ; they were at that moment rife in the French of the latest Ron 
sardists and in the Spanish of Gongora. These dolphin colours are con- 
stantly met with in dying literatures, and the English Renaissance was now 
at its last gasp. 

In the midst of these extravagancies, like Meleager winding his pure 
white violets into the gaudy garland of the late Greek euphuism, we find 
Robert Herrick quietly arranging his Hesperides^ a volume which contains 
some of the most delicious lyrics in the language. This strange book, so 
obscure in its own age, so lately rediscovered, is a vast confused collection 
of odes, songs, epithalamia, hymns, and epigrams tossed together into a 
superficial likeness to the collected poems of Martial, with whom (and not at 
all with CiituUus) Herrick had a certain kinship. He was an isolated Devon- 
shire clergyman, exiled, now that his youth was over, from all association 
with other men of letters, grumbling at his destiny, and disdaining his sur- 
roundings, while never negligent in observing them with the most exquisite 
fidelity. The level of Herrick's perf.ormance is very high when we consider 
the bulk of it. He contrives, almost more than any other poet, to fill his 
lyrics with the warmth of sunlight, the odour of flow^ers, the fecundity of 
orchard and harvest-field. This Christian cleric was a pagan in grain, and 
in his petulant, lascivious love-poems he brings the old rituals to the very 
lych-gate of his church and swings the thyrsus under the roof-tree of his 
parsonage. He writes of rustic ceremonies and rural sights with infinite 
gusto and freshness, bringing up before our eyes at every turn little brilliant 
pictures of the country life around him in Devonshire. 

Robert Herrick (i 591-1674) was the seventh child of a Leicestershire man, 
Nicholas Herrick, who was settled in London as a goldsmith in Wood Street, Cheap- 
side. The poet was baptized at St. Vedast's Church in Foster Lane, on the 24th of 
August 1 59 1. When he was an infant, his father died of the effects of a fall from a 
window; he appears to have committed suicide. Robert was apprenticed in 1607 to 
his uncle. Sir William Herrick, the king's jeweller. It has been guessed, on slender 
evidence, that he was before this at school at Westminster. In 1614, at the late age 
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.1: of his 



; College, Cambridge, as a fellow- 

ising letters have been preserved, 

He moved over to Trinity Hall, 



of twenty-three, Hemck went up to St, John's 
commoner. From his University days, fourtet 
in which he tries to wheedle money o 
and took his degree of 
M.A. in i6ao. When 
Herrick left Cambridge is I 
not known, nor when he ; 
took orders. Rutin 1627 
he was chaplain to the j 
luckless He de Kh6 Expe- ! 
dilion, and in September ■ 
1629 the king presented 
him to the vicarage of 
Dean Prior, which he has 
made so famous. This 
cure was in a very pretty 
partofSouih Devon,under 
Dartmoor, but it was too 
far from London to suit 1 
the poet, who pined in 
his exile in the "loathed 
West," for the joys of 
the Mermaid Tavern. He 
lived, undisturbed for 
nearly twenty years, a 
bachelor, in his remote 
vicarage. In spite of his 
petulance he loved the ■ 
country hfe. He watched 
with infinite relish the 
morris dances, wakes, and 
quintels, the mummings 
and Twelfth Night revel- 
lings with wassail bowls, 
the dances round the may- 
pole and the plucking of 
daJTodils and daisies. His 
clerical establishment at | 
Dean Prior seems to have 
consisted of Prudence 
Baldwin, his ancient maid, 
of a cock and hen, a goose, a tame lamb, a cat, a spaniel, and a pet pig, learned 
enough to drink out of a tankard. What part the celebrated Julia played is left 
to conjecture. In 1640 Herrick proposed to publish his poems, but it was not until 
1648 that his wonderful collection of Hesperides and Noble Numbers, "works 
both human and divine," was brought out. This is Herrick's solitary book. In this 
same year he was ejected from his living and came up to London ; how he contrived 
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to live is unknown, and the only other facts preserved about him are that he was 
restored to Dean Prior on the 24th of August 1662, and that he was buried there on 
the 15th of October 1674. 

From the " Hesperides.* 

Delight in Disorder, 

A sweet disorder in the dress 

Kindles in clothes a wantonness : 

A lawn about the shoulders thrown 

Into a fine distraction : 

An erring lace which here and there 

Enthrals the crimson stomacher : 

A cuff neglectful, and thereby 

Ribbons to flow confusedly : 

A winning wave, deserving note. 

In the tempestuous petticoat : 

A careless shoe-string, in whose tie 

I see a wild civility : 

Do more bewitch me than when art 

Is too precise in every part. 

To Anthea. 

Bid me to live, and I will live 

Thy Protestant to be. 
Or bid me love, and I will give 

A loving heart to thee. 

A heart as soft, a heart as kind, 

A heart as sound and free 
As in the whole world thou canst find, 

That heart Til give to thee. 

IJid that heart stay, and it will stay 

To honour thy decree : 
Or bid it languish quite away, 

And 't shall do so for thee. 

Bid me to weep, and I will weep 

While I have eyes to see : 
And, having none, yet I will keep 

A heart to weep for thee. 

Bid me despair, and I'll despair 

Under that cypress-tree : 
Or bid me die, and I will dare 

E'en death to die for thee. 

Thou art my life, my love, my heart, 

The very eyes of me : 
And hast command of every part 

To live and die for thee. 

From "A Thanksgiving to God for His House.*' 

Lord, Thou hast given me a cell 

Wherein to dwell ; 
And little house, whose humble roof 

Is weather-proof; 
Under the spars of which I lie 

Both soft and dry ; 



CRASH AW 

Where Thou my chamber for to ward 

Hast set a guard 
Of harmless thoughts, to watch and keep 

Me, while I sleep. 
Low is my porch, as is my fate, 

Both void of state ; 
And yet the threshold of my door 

Is worn by th' poor, 
Who thither come, and freely get 

Good words or meat. 
Like as my parlour, so my hall 

And kitchen's small ; 
A little buttery, and therein 

A little bin 
Which keeps my little loaf of bread 

Unclipt, unflead. 
Some little sticks of thorn or briar 

Make me a fire, 
Close by whose living coal I sit, 

And glow like it. 

Herrick is almost guiltless of the complicated extravagance which was TheSaertd 
rife when his single book appeared. Crashaw and Vaughan, on the con- ^^^ 
trary, were full of it, and yet they demand mention even in a superhcial 
sketch of our poetry, for certain spiritual and literary qualities. Richard 
Crashaw, a convert to Catholicism, who closed a hectic life prematurely 
in the service of the Holy House at Loretto, was a student of the 
Spanish and Italian mystics, and, in particular, we cannot doubt, of St. Jolni 
of the Cross. His religious ecstasy and anguish take the most bewildering 
forms, sometimes plunging him into Gongorism of the worst description 
(he translated Marino and eclipsed him), but sometimes lifting him to trans- 
cendental heights of audacious, fiery lyricism not approached elsewhere in 
English. Henry Vaughan was an Anglican mystic of quite another type, 
delicate, meditative, usually a little humdrum, but every now and then 
flashing out for a line or two into radiant intuitions admirably worded. In 
both there is much obscurity to be deplored ; but while we cultivate Crashaw 
for the flame below the smoke, we w^ait in Vaughan for the light within the 
cloud. 

Richard Crashaw (i6i2?-i649) was the son of the Rev. William Crashaw, Cnw^aw 
vicar of Whitechapel, a Puritan divine distinguished by his violent dread of Papal 
aggression. This clergyman, who was author among other things of The Bespoiied 
Jesuit^ died in 1626. The future poet, now an orphan, was educated in the 
Charterhouse, and in 1631 proceeded to Cambridge as a scholar of Pembroke Hall. 
He became a fellow of Peterhouse in 1637, and was ejected, as a Royalist and a high- 
churchman, in 1644. During his thirteen years at Cambridge, Crashaw entered with 
the warmest interest into all ecclesiastical affairs, though he never took priest's orders. 
After being driven out of Cambridge, he went to Oxford ; and presently, entered the 
Roman Catholic Church, to which he had long been leaning. When England was no 
longer safe for him, Crashaw fled to Paris, where, in 1646, he completed his Steps to the 
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Temple (sacred pieces) and Delights of the vI/m«^ (secular pieces) published that year 
one volume. He suffered extreme poverly in Paris, but at thi 
Cowley, the queen gave Crashaw a letter of 
recommendation to Cardinal Pallotta, the 
Governor of Rome. Pallotta made tlie 
English poet his private secretary, perhaps 
in 1647. At first Crashaw was contented 
here, for the Cardinal treated him with 
great kindness. But the pure soul of the 
English mystic waxed hot within him as he 
became aware of the wickedness which went 
on in the very household of Pallotta, to 
whom at length he revealed what he dis- 
covered. The Cardinal, finding these accusa- 
tions true, chastised the offenders, who there- 
upon threatened Crashaw's life. Pallotta, 
hoping to save him from being murdered, 
sent Crashaw to the sanctuary of I.oretto, 
where he was appointed sub-canon of ihc 
church of Our Lady. He proceeded 
thither on the 24th of April 1649, but the 
malignity of his enemies pursued him, and 
a few weeks later he died, as was believed, 
by poison. In 165a a fuller collection of 
Crashaw's poems, illustrated from his own 
designs, was issued in Paris, He is the 
one great Catholic mystic in the English 
literature of the seventeenth century, and 
in his genius and his mental proclivities 
strangely isolated among his fellows. Crashaw has left behind him some of the 
most splendid verses of the age; it is only fair to add that they are embedded in 
others of the most monstrous flatness and vapidity. 

From Crashaw's "Hvmn to St. Tkhesa." 
His is the dan must make the death, 
Whose stroke will tasie thy hallow'il brcalli ; 
A dart thrice dipp'd in that rich flame 
Which writes thy spouse's radiant name 
Upon the roof of heaven, where aye 
It shines, and, with a soverej(fn ray, 
Beats bright upon the burning faces 
Of souls, which in that name's sweet graces 
Find everlasting smiles. So rare, 
So spiritual, pure and fair, 
Musi be the immortal instrument 
Upion whose choice point shall be spent 
A life so loved : and that there be 
Fit executioners for thee, 
The fairest first-born sons of fire. 
Blest seraphim, shall leave their choir. 
And turn love's soldiers, upon thee 
~ ' e their archery. 




Illustration by Cruhaw from the 1651 
Edition of his Poems 
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O, how oft shah thou complain 

Of a sweet and subtle pain ! 

Of intolerable joys ! 

Of a death, in which who dies 

Loves his death, and dies again. 

And would forever so be slain ; 

And lives and dies, and knows not why 

To live, but that he siill may die I 

How kindly will thy gentle heart 

Kiss the sweetly-killing dart ! 

And close in his embraces keep 

Those delicious wounds, that weep 

Balsam, lo heal themselves with thus, 

When these thy deaths, so numerous, 

Shall all at once die into one, 

And meic thy soul's sweet inansion ; 

Like a soft lump of incense, hasted 

Ily loo hoi a lire, and wasted 

Into perfuming clouds, so fast 

Shalt thou exhale to heaven at last 

In a resolving sigh, and then, — 

O, tthiit ? Ask not the tongues of mea 

VoMg/uiH Henry Vaughan (1612-1695), called "the Silurisl," or inhabitant of South 

Wales, was bom in the castle of Skethrog Tretower, in the parish of Llansaintfraed, 
in Brecknockshire, on the 17th of 
April 161J, In 1631 he and his 
twin - brother, Thomas (1622-1666), 
were sent to Llangattock to be 
taught by the rector, who gave them 
a sound classical foundation. From 
his charge they proceeded, in 1638, 
lo JcMis College, Oxford. The Civil 
War disturbed the brothers, who 
returned to their native county^ 
'riiomas as rector of Llansaintfraed, 
Henry as a physician close beside 
him. Thomas was ejected from his 
living, and retired to C>xford, where 
he became the most famous alchemist 
of the day, and, under the pseudonym 
of Kugenius I'hilalethes, published 
some very curious books; he was a 
zealous Rosicrucian. Henry Vaughan 
published a volume of poems in 1646, 
and practised for many years as a 
doctor in the town of Brecon. His 
Silex ScintiUans appeared in 1650, and 
his Olor Isatnus in 1651. Of the re- 
mainder of the life of Henry Vaughan 
little is known ; some of his friends 
collected his later poems in a volume 
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Title-page of H. Vangluui's "Silex ScutilUns' 



VAUGHAN 65 

called Thalia Rediviva^ in 1678, but it is not supposed that, in shattered health and 
wholly given to piety, the poet took any interest in this publication. He went on 
living in his native county, and returned to the house where he was born, at 
Skethrog. Here he died on the 23rd of April 1695, entirely divorced from all 
mundane interests, "the world forgetting, by the world forgot." He lies buried in 
the churchyard of Llansaintfraed 

The Retreat. 

Happy those early days, when I 
Shined in my angel-infancy ! 
Before I understood this place 
Appointed for my second race, 
Or taught my soul to fancy ought 
But a white, celestial thought ; 
When yet I had not walk'd above 
A mile or two, from my first love. 
And looking back— at that short space- 
Could see a glimpse of His bright face ; 
\Vhen on some gilded cloud or flower 
My gazing soul would dwell an hour, 
And in those weaker glories spy 
Some shadows of Eternity ; 
Before I taught my tongue to wound 
My conscience with a sinful sound, 
Or had the black art to dispense, 
A sev'ral sin to ev'ry sense. 
But felt through all this fleshy dress 
Bright shoots of everlastingness. 

O how I long to travel back. 
And tread again that ancient track 1 
That I once more might reach that plain, 
Where first I left my glorious train ; 
From whence th' enlightened spirit sees 
That shady city of palm trees. 
But ah ! my soul with too much stay 
Is drunk, and staggers in the way ! 
Some men a forward motion love. 
But I by backward steps will move ; 
And when this dust falls to the urn, 
In that state I came, return. 

Among the poets we have mentioned, and among the great majority of "^f^ Classical 
Commonwealth versifiers, there is to be traced no attempt to modify any 
further than Donne had essayed to do the prosody which had come into use 
with Spenser and Sidney. But it is now necessary to dwell on a phe- 
nomenon of paramount importance, the rise of a definite revolt against the 
current system of versification. Side by side with the general satisfaction in 
the loosely sinuous verse of the day, there was growing up a desire that 
prosody should be more serried, strenuous, neat, and ''correct." Excess 
of licence led naturally to a reaction in favour of precision. It was felt 

VOU III. E 
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desirable to pay more attention to the interior harmony of verse, to avoid 
cacophony and what had been considered legitimate poetic licences, lo 
preserve grammatical purity — in short, to sacrifice common sense and 
sound judgment a little less to fancy. Most obvious reform of all, it 
was determined to resist the languid flow of syllables from line to line, 
and to complete the sense as much as possible in a nervous couplet. 
It has been customary to consider this reform as needless and impertinent. 
I am of opinion, on the other hand, that it was not merely wholesome 
but inevitable, if English versification was to be preserved from final 
ruin. It was not until more than a century of severe and rigid verse- 
writing by rule had rehabilitated the worn-out instrument of metre that 
it became once more fitted lo produce harmonies such as those of Coleridge 
and Shelley. 

From hii^h up in the seventeenth century careful students have detected a 
tendency towards the smoother and correcter, but tamer prosody. I do not 
think that the beginnings of the 
classical heroic couplet in England 
can be explored with advantage 
earlier than in the works of Sir 
John Beaumont, who, dying in 1627, 
left behind him a very carefully 
I wiitten historical poem of Bosworth 
Field. George Sandys, the trans- 
lator, in the course of his exten- 
sive travels, seemed to have gained 
French ideas of what the stopped 
couplet should be. But when all 
claims and candidates have been con- 
sidered, it is really lo Edmi'xd 
Waller that is due the "negative 
Georg:e Saudyi inspiration " (the phrase is borrowed 

from Saint-Bcnve) of closing up within bands of smoothness and neat- 
ness the wild locks i>f the British muse. He was (he English Malhcrbe, 
and wrote with the same constitutional contempt for his predecessors. 
Drycien accepted him as the forerunner of the classic school, and 
calls him "the first that made writing [verse] easily an art; first showed 
us how to conclude the sense most commonly in distichs." Waller 
appears to have accepted this reform definitely about 1627 (Mal- 
ht-rbe's strictly parallel reform dates from 1599), and he persisted 
in it long without gaining a single scholar. Hut in 1642 Sir JOHN 
Denham joined him with his smooth, arid, and prosaic Cooper's Hill, 
and Cowley and Davenant were presently converted. These four, then, 
poets of limited inspiration, are those who re-enierge in the next age 
as the harbingers of vigorous prosody and the forerunners of Dryden 
and Pope. 
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Sir John Beaumont (1583-162 7), the elder brother of the dramatist, Francis 
Beaumont, and son of Francis Beaumont, of Grace Dieu, Justice of the Common 
Pleas, is believed to be the author of The rfc^rururcTrM: x^rKT 
Metamorphosis of Tobacco (1602); after his '^^ ^^^ BEST Of MEN> 

death in 1627 his son published his father's 

_^,, ^ ^ • .• 1 z, w MOST EXCELLENT OF PRINCES. 

posthumous poems, and m particular Bosivorih ^ 

Field (1629). He was one of the very first C> H A iv L ii o, 

to write in clearly finished couplets of heroic ^^ THE GRACE OF GOD KING . 

verse, and another writer for whom the same OF CREAT-BRITAINE, FRANCE, 

questionable merit has been claimed is AND IRELAND; 

George Sandys (1578-1644), the traveller, lord of the FOVRE SEAS; 

youngest son of Edwin Sandys, Archbishop OF VIRGINIA, THE VAST TER- 

of York. He was born at Bishopsthorpe on RITORIES ADIOYNING, AND 

the 2nd of March 1578, and was educated in dispersed islands of the 

Oxford. He started in 1610 upon an elaborate vvesterne ocrANj 

exploration of the East, of which he gave an THE ZEALOVS DEFENDOR OF 

account in a Relation of a Journey, published the christian faith: 

after his return in 161c;. Sandys visited Turkey, -.„^ utrv.»,V°r' ^•"'"" 

T» 1 *• T7 . J .u rx / the HVMBLEST OF HIS SERVANTS. 

Palestine, Egypt, and the remote parts of Italy. presents and consecrates 

He enjoyed several appointments at court, and thbs» hjs paraphrases vpon 

11 I. • ^ ^ 1 1, THE DI7INE POEMS. 

was lucky enough just to escape the troubles to receivb their life and csn. 

of the Civil War, dying at Boxley, in Kent, in nation from H.sfAvovR. 

1644. He published a good deal in verse, his Dedication to Charles L 

translation of Ovid's Metamorphoses (1621-26) From Sandys' s '' Paraphrases upon the 

being his most successful enterprise in poetry. Divine Poems" 

But he also paraphrased, in neat verses, large portions of Holy Scripture, and it is 

in these exercises that the peculiarities of his versification are met with. 

Edmund Waller (1606-1687) was bom in the manor-house of Coleshill, IVailer 
Hertford (now Bucks), on the 3rd of March 1606. His father, Robert AN'aller, was a 
wealthy landed proprietor; he died in 16 16. The poet's mother, a lady of much 
strength of character, sent him to Eton and to King's College, Cambridge (1620). It 
is believed that at the age of sixteen he was M.P. for Amersham ; Clarendon tells us 
that Waller was "nursed in parliaments." He had certainly represented Ilchester, and 
then Chipping Wycombe, before he was twenty. His earliest poem, in the new style 
which he was to introduce, was probably written in 1623 or 1624. In 1631 Waller 
kidnapped a wealthy heiress from the City, and married her at St. Margaret's, West- 
minster ; he was brought before the Star Chamber, but pardoned by the king. Mrs. 
Waller only lived until 1634. It is believed that it was soon after her death that 
Waller met his Sacharissa (Lady Dorothy Sidney, born 1617) ; he assailed her with an 
ardent suit, and many frigid verses, but she would not have him ; and, marrying Lord 
Spencer in 1639, ultimately became Countess of Sunderland. In 1640 Waller entered 
the House again, as member for Amersham, in the Short Parliament, where he spoke 
prominently in a conciliatory spirit on Supply. In the Long Parliament, Waller sat 
for St. Ives ; he gradually passed over from the party of Hampden (his kinsman) and 
Pym to that of Hyde and Falkland. Waller next posed as a champion of the king's 
prerogative ; he spoke. Clarendon says, " on all occasions with great sharpness and free- 
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dom . . . against the sense and proceedings of the House." He was gradtially 

betrayed inlo making a plot in the king's interest, the details of which enterprise are 
still obscure. But the conspiracy was 
discovered, and on the 31st of May 
1643, Waller and his fellows were arrested. 
It is said that the poet, "confounded 
with fear and apprehension," gave infor- 
mation regarding all his accomplices, and 
even impugned several great ladies by 
name. Several of the smaller conspirators 
were executed ; Waller was allowed to 
appear in deep mourning at the Bar of 
the House (July 4), and express his 
contrition. He was fined ;£io,ooo and 
was banished, after having been imprisoned 
for nearly two years in the Tower. He 
married a second wife, and settled in 
France in 1645. In 1646 he was travel- 
ling in Italy, and later on he settled 
down at Rouen and then in Paris. In 
1651 the House of Commons revoked 
his sentence of banishment, and in 1652 
nsfieid. In 1655 he sent his well-known 

FaHi:g}rk \o Cromwell, but when the Restoration was imminent he published 

an elejiy im Cromwell, and a pc 

welcome t,> Charles II. At the 

jesting with him about this characteristic 

piece of iiiconsistcncy, and complaining; 

that the poem lo Cromwell was boticr 

than the poem In himself. Waller wittily 

replied, " Sir, we poets never sucLced so 

well in wriiing truth as fiction." In 

1661 Waller entered the House of Com- 
mons again, as M.P. for Hastings. His 

experience of iiarliamentary precedents was 

so much valued that for the rest of his 

life "it was no House if Waller was I 

not there," although Hurnet declares that 

he never laid the real business of the 

Hou.se to heart, " l>eing a vain and 

empty, though witty man."' He spoke, 

however, constantly in favour of mercy 

and toleration. He predicted the fate 

of James II., that "he would be left 

hke a whale qMn the strand." In his old age Waller met his Sacharissa again, 

as the Dowager Lady Sunderland. "Wiien, I wonder," said she, "will you write 
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such beautirul verses to me again!" "When, Madam," Walkr replit.'d, "your 
Ladyship is as young and handsome again ! " He bought a small house at 
Coleshill, where he had been 
born, saying that " a stag, 
when he is hunted, and near 
spent, always returns home." 
But he died at Hall Bam, 
on the 2ist of October 1687, 
and was buried jn woollen in 
the churchyard of Beacons- 
field. During his lifetime, 
Waller was held easily first 
among the poets of his time; 
the fact that he, although 
others may have written 
smooth distichs before him, 
was the real innovator in the 
revolution of English poetry-, 
gave him a temporary pre- 
eminence. For readers of the 
present day the charm has 
evaporated from all but a 
few of his lyrics. Nothing, 
however, can prevent Waller 
from retaining great historic 
interest as a curious and 
characteristic product of the 
middle of the seventeenth '^f'"' 

ceotury. He-wrote verses at intervals from about 
astonishing link between two great poetic ages. 




Edmund Waller 



[6j2 to 1687, and is therefore a 



The Bud. 
Lately on yonder swelling bush 

This early bud beffan to blush 

And did but half itself disclose ; 
1 plucked it, ihou-'h no betier t'lown, 
And now you see how full 'lis blown, 
Slill as I did the leaves inspire, 

With such a purple li^ht they shone 
As if they had been made of fire, 

And spreading so, would flame anon : 
All that was meant by air or sun. 
To the young flower my breath has done 
If our loose breath so much can do, 

What may the same infomicd of love.- 
Of purest love and music too, — 

When Fiavia it aspires to move ? 
When that which lifeless buds persuades 
To wax more soft, her youth invades ? 
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Waller's employment of the unbroken couplet, and his satisfaction at the 
result of his unsuccessful suit, are exemplified in TAe Slory of Pfutbui and 
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Daphne Applied, which 

lows : — 

"Thyrsis, a youth of the inspired train, 
Fair Sacharissa loved, but lo^■ed in vain. 
Like Phosbus sung- the no less amorous boy ; 
Like Daphne she, as lovely and as coy ! 
With numbers he the flying nymph pursues. 
With numbers such as Phttbus' self might 

Such is ihc chase when Love and Fancy leads 
O'er craggy mountains and through floivcry 

Invoked to testify the lover's care, 
Or form some image of his cruel fair. 
Urged with his fury, like a wounded deer, 
O'er these he fled, and now, approaching 

Had reached the nymph with his harmonious 

Whom all his charms could not incline lo 

stay. 
Yet what he sung in his immortal strain. 
Though unsuccessful, was not sung in vain ; 
All but the nymph that should redress his 

wrong. 
Attend his passion and approve his song. 
Like Ph<Ebus thus, acquiring unsought praise, 
He catched at love, and filled his arm with 

1)3 vs." 

Sir William Davenant (i6o6-i668) was baptized at Oxford on the 3rd of 
March 1606, as the son of John Davenant, tiie landlord of the Crown Inn. 
Shakespeare lodged here as he passed between Stratford and London, and it was 
early reported that \\'i!liam was Shakespeare's son. Davenant complacently encour- 
aged this idea in later years. He was educated at the All Saints' Grammar School, 
Oxford, and when he was eleven years of age, at the death of Shakespeare, he 
wrote an ode o\\ that event. In 1621 John Davenant was Mayor of Oxford, 
and it is the same year he and his wife died. William, who had entered Lincoln 
College, was removed to London, where he was attached to the service of the 
Duchess of Riclimond as her page, and afterwards to that of the poet Fulke 
(Jreviile, Lord Brooke, with whom he was living when that peer was murdered 
by his valet, in 1628. In 1629 Davenant produced his first play, Albovine. He 
attracted the notice i)f the queen, and enjoyed a place at court. When Ben Jonson 
died, in 1637, Davenant succeeded him as Poet Laureate. Like other Royalists, 
he fell with the king's cause. In 1641, he was charged with complicity in a plot 
against Parliament, and fled ; after being twice captured, he succeeded at last in 
escaping lo France, where he joined the queen. But he made frequent clandestine 
visits to England in the royal interest, and during one of these Charles I. knighted 
him before the walls of Gloucester. After ilarston Moor, Davenant retired finally to 
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France, and became a Roman Catholic. He was given rooms in the Louvre by 
Lord Jermj-n, and here he settled down to the conjposition of his epic poem of 
Gondibert, two books of which 
he finished in January 1650. 
He then left France on a 
mission from the queen, but 
was captured and shut up in 
Cowes Castle. He was pre- 
sently moved to the Tower, 
and would have been executed 
but, il is said, for the generous 
interposition of Milton. Gon- 
dthert was published in ifiji. 
In 1656 Davenant began, very 
cautiously, to resume dramatic 
entertainments in London, and 
led public opinion on towards 
the foundation of a Restora- 
tion Theatre. When Charles 
IL relumed, sentiment was 
ripe, and Sir William Dave- 
nant was granted a patent for 
a company of players (August 
1660). He enjoyed a period 
of great theatrical prosperity, 
and brought out many plays 
by himself and other men. 
He died on the 7th of April ^™"' 

1668, and was buried in Westminster Abbey 
tion which was not spared by the wits of his 
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Song. 

The lark now leaves his watery nest. 
And climbing shakes his dewy uings, 

He takes your window for the east, 
And to implore your light he sings, 

Awake, awake, the mom will never rise, 

Till she can dress her beauty at your eyes. 

The merchant bows unto the seaman's star. 
The ploughman from the sun his season takes 

But still the lover wonders what they are, 
Who look for day before his mistress wakes : 

Awake, awake, break through your veils of lawn 

Then draw your curtains and begin the daivn. 



. Abraham Cowley (1618-1667} was bom late 
Michael le Quern, Cheapside; he was the posthui 
stationer, and his wife Thomasine. Mrs. Cowley wa: 



in 1618, in the parish of St Cvaley 
lous son of Thomas Cowley, 
left substantially provided for. 
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Her youngest child entered Westminster School 




A/Ur 



Abraham Cowley 
lilivAfrs. Mary BcaUoi 



In 1640 he was decled a fdlow of Trinity. 
In 164 1, when Prince Charles visited 
Cambridge, Cowley produced his comedy 
of The Guardian. The breaking out of 
the Civil War proved a crisis in the brilliant 
scholastic and literary career of Cowley. 
Not greatly interested in political questions, 
he had yet lo choose a part, and he 
threw in his lot with the king's party. 
In his satire of The Puritan and the 
Papist, printed in 1643, he had burned 
his ships, and he was ejected from his 
University appointments, "torn," as he 
says, '■ from Cambridge, by that violent 
public storm which would suffer nothing to 
stand where it did." He was thrown 
"into the court of one of the best prin- 
cesses in the world," Queen Henrietta, 
He settled in Oxford, but after the battle 
of Marston Moor, he fled to Paris with, 
or after, the queen. The next twelve years 
were "wholly spent either in bearing a 
share in the distresses of the royal family, 



about 1638; here he showed a ' 
remarkable precocity. In his 
twelfth year he composed 
his little epical romance of 
Constantia and Philetus ; in 
his fifteenth year he pub- 
lished his first collection of 
poems, Poetical Blossoms. He 
was much observed at school, 
as a boy certain to "increase 
the noble genius peculiar to 
that place," At sixteen he 
proceeded to Cambridge, be- 
ing already famous, and was 
made a scholar of Trinity ; a 
second edition of his poems, 
to which Syha was added, 
having preceded him. Two 
plays — Lovis Kiddk and Nau- 
Jragium Joculare — belong to 
1637 and 1638, and before 
his twentieth year Cowley had 
"laid the design of divers 
of his most masculine works, 
which he finished long after." 
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AflcTan Engraving by Vir, 
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Letter from Cowley to John Evelyn 

Bakns, March 29, 1663 

There is nothing more pleasant than to see kindnes in a person for whom wee have great esteem 
and respect (noe not the sight of y garden in May, or even the haveing such a one) w^^ maks me 
the more obliged to return you my most humble thanks for the testimonies I have lately received 
of yours both by y Letter and >' Presents. I bave already sowed such of y' seeds as I thought 
most proper, upon a Hot bed, but cannot find in all my books a Catalogue of those plants w'^ require 
y* culture nor of such as must bee set in pots, w<^ defects and all others I hope shortly to see 
sapplyd, y* as I hope to see shortly y work of Horticulture finished and published, and long to 
bee in all things y Disciple, as I am in all things now. 

S* Y' most humble and 

most obedient servant 

A. Cowunr. 
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or in labouring in their affairs." Cowley made dangerous journeys, on the king's 
business, into Jersey, Scotland, Flanders, Holland, and elsewhere. The private 
correspondence between the kii^ and queen was entrusted to his discretion. In 
1656 he could endure exile no longer, and came over to London; he was arrested, 
and for some time closely im- 
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prisoned. On being released, 
Cowley returned to the prac- 
tice of literature. In 1647 had 
been published, in his absence, 
his famous and long-ad- 
mired miscellany of lyrics. 
Tie Mistress; he found him- 
self, ten years later, the most 
popular living English poet. 
In order to conceal his politi- 
cal intentions, Cowley went to 
Oxford and there took the de- 
of M.D,, pretending that 
he was about to practise as 
a physician ; and he even 
wrote a poetical treatise Plan- 
tariim. In 1656 he published 
the folio of his Works, in 
which first appeared his sacred 
epic, the Davtdeis, and his 
celebrated Pindaric Odes, in 
which Cowley introduced into 
the garden of English literature 
a coarse metrical weed which 
throve apace for the next half- 
century. At the death of 
Cromwell, Cowley returned to 
France, and stayed there till the 
s one of the original members 



Restoration, when he published an Ode. 
of the Royal Society. In 1661 he published two prose works. The Advance 
ment of Experimental Philosophy and A Discourse Concerning the Government 
of Oliver Cromwell. A supplementary volume of his poems appeared in 1663. 
Charles II. behaved to Cowley with striking ingratitude ; for all his self-sacrifice and 
his long laborious ser\'ices the poet received no reward. The Mastership of the Savoy 
had been promised him, but it was given to a brother of one of the king's 
mistresses. Cowley took his cue; he retired instantly and conclusively from public 
life and from the agitations of a court ; he was " weary of the vexations und for- 
malities of an active condition." He was saved by the bounty of two old 
friends — Lord St, Albans and the Duke of Buckingham — from anything like 
penury, and he bought an agricultural estate on the Thames at Chertsey. " Con- 
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cealed in his beloved obscurity," he tried to farm his own land ; he seems to 
have been unlucky in the enterprise. One summer evening in 1667, he stayed out 
in his fields, superintending his 
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haymakers, too late, and be- 
came soaked with the dew. 
He caught a severe cold, of 
which he died on the 28th of 
July. Charles II., in tardy re- 
cognition, exclaimed, "Mr. 
Cowley has not left behind him 
a better man in England ! " He 
was buried by the side of Chaucer 
and Spenser in Westminster 
Abbey. Cowley was a very 
honest man, beloved by his 
friends, faultless in his public 
and private conduct ; he was 
consumed, as few men have 
been, by the burning ambition 
for a sound literary reputation. 
If his life had not been broken 
into and ravaged by political 
events which destroyed all his 
leisure through the best years of 
his youth, Cowley would pro- 
bably have made very substantial 
contributions to literature. His 
Essays (published in 1668) 
proved his rare command of 
simple prose. But the root of the matter was not quite in him, and it is doubtful 
whether we have lost much by the enforced disturbance of his plans. 

From "On the Death of Mr. Crashaw." 

Pardon, my mother church, if I consent 
That angels led him when from thee he went, 
For even in error sure no danger is. 
When join'd with so much piety as his. 
Ah, mighty God, with shame I speak't and grief, 
Ah, that our greatest faults were in belief ! 
And our weak reason were even weaker yet, 
Rather than thus our wills too strong for it. 
His faith perhaps in some nice tenets might 
Be wrong ; his life, I'm sure, was in the right ; 
And I myself a Catholic will be, 
So far at least, great saint, to pray to thee ! 

Hail, bard triumphant ! and some care bestow 
On us, the poets militant below ! 
Opposed by our old enemy, adverse chance, 
Attacked by envy, and by ignorance, 
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Enchain'd by beauty, tortured by desires, 
Expos'd by tyrant-love to savage beasts and fires. 
Thou from low earth in nobler flames didst rise. 
And like Elijah, mount alive the skies. 
Elisha-lilce (but with a wish much less, 
More fit thy greatness, and my littleness) 
Lo, here I beg (! whom thou once didst prove 
So humble to esteem, so good lo love) 
Not that thy spirit might on me doubled be, 
1 ask but half thy mighty spirit for me ; 
And when my muse soars with so strong a wing, 
'Twill leam of things divine, and first of thee to sing. 

Sir John Denham (1615-1669), son of a knight of the same name, of Little 
Horsely, In Essex, was born in 1615, in Dublin, while his father was Chief Baron of 
the Exchequer in Ireland. The Denhams came over to England in 1617, the father 
receiving a high judicial appointment, and the future poet was put to a London 
grammar school. In 1631 he entered Trinity College, Oxford, as a gentleman- 
commoner; he was now "a slow, dream- 
ing young man, more addicted to gaming 
than study." Denham entered at Lincoln's 
Inn, married in 1634, and was called to 
the Bar in 1638; in which year his father 
died, and left him a fortune, a great part 
of which he dissipated in gambling. He 
was high sheriff of Surrey and governor of 
Farnham Castle when the Civil War broke 
out, and he took the Royalist side. Having 
given no evidence of a turn for poetry, 
he "broke out like the Irish Rebellion, 
three score thousand strong, when no- 
body was aware or in the least suspected 
it," as Waller said, by publishing in 
1641 his tragedy of The Sophy and his 
famous topographical i>oem Cooper's Hill, 
bo 1 n nymous. It was on these works, 
an J n these alone, that his great repu- 
ta n as so long sustained. Denham 
r ed lo Oxford to the king, and he was 
en^a^ed n personal attendance on varl- 
us m mbers of the royal family until 
165 I 1650 he took the perilous jour- 
ney lo 1 oland, and brought back ^^10,000 
a ens: a "5 fy^ CI a Its II. from his Scotch subjects 

there. Early in 1653 Denham came back lo London, but, his estates having been 
confiscated, he was glad to accept the hospitality of the Earl of Pembroke at Wilton, 
and lived very quietly until the Restoration. A\"hen the king came back, Denham 
was made surveyor-general of His Majesty's Buildings, and was knighted at the Corona- 
tion. He ai)[jears to have become for a while insane, after a second marriage. Ijidy 
Denham died in Januar}' 1667, and her husband recovered his menial health, but not 
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his spirits, and died in his office at Whitehall in March 1669. He was buried, close ti> 

Chaucer, Spenser, and Cowley, in Poets' Corner. No other publication of Denham's 

needs be mentioned here ; he lives, if he lives at all, in The Sophy and in Cooper's 

Hill. It is in the latter that the 

famous lines occur which have so often 

and so effectively been quoted and 

parodied : — 

" O could I flow like thee, and make thy i 
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My great example, as it is my theme ! 
Though deep, yet clear ; though gentle, 

yet not dull ; 
Strong, without rage ; without o'er- 

flowing, full." 

These justly celebrated lines cannot, 
however, have aided in the original 
popularity of the poem, since they are 
not found in the early edilio 
it is believed that they occu 
first time in the sixth ii 
(1655) of Cooptt^s Hill. 
Denham collected his poem 
fore his death, in 1668. 
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It is ill verse that we can study, 
far more easily than in prose, the 
crisis in EngHsh literature which we ; 
have now reached. That there is a 1 
distinction between the manner of ' - 
Wiikins and of Tillotson, for instance, 
can be maintained and proved, yet 
to insist upon it might easily lead to exaggeration. But no one with an 
ear or an eye can fail to perceive the difference between Herrick and 
Denham ; it cannot be too strongly affirmed ; it is e.xternal as well as 
intrinsic, it is a distinction of form as well as essence. Denham, to put it 
otherwise, does not very essentially differ as a versilier from such ;t poet 
as Falconer, who lived one hundred and twenty years later. But between 
him and his exact contemporary Crashaw a great gulf is fixed ; they stand 
on opposite platforms of form, of sentiment, of aim. In the years imme- 
diately preceding the Commonwealth, literature fell very low in England. 
But we must not forget that it was a composite age, an age of variegated 
experiments and highly coloured attempts. One of these deserves a certain 
prominence, more for what it led to than what it was. 

So long as the drama reigned among us, prose fiction was not hkely to 'Votw/j 
flourish, for the novel is a play, with all the scenery and the scene-shifting 
added, written for people who do not go to the theatre. But Sidney's 
example was still occasionally followed, and in the middle of the seventeenth 
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century the huge romances of the French began to be imported into England 
and imitated. The size of the originals may be gathered when it is said that 
one of the most popular, the CUop&tre of CalprenHe, is in twenty-three 
tomes, each containing as much as a volume of a Mudie novel. The English 
translations began to be very numerous after 1650, a version of the Grand 
Cyrus, in nearly 7000 pages, enjoying an immense success in 1653. It is 
difficult to speak of these pompous, chivalric romances without ridiculing 
them. A sketch of the plot of one reads like a burlesque. The original 
works of the English imitators of these colossal novels are of inferior merit 
to the original products of the Rambouillet school ; the unfinished Parthe- 
nissa, composed in " handsome language " by Lord Orrery in 1654, is the 
best known of the former. The great vogue of these romances of chivalry 
was from 1650 to 1670, after which they were more or less merged in the 
''heroic" plays in rhymed verse which Dryden made popular. Their prin- 
cipal addition to literature was an attempt to analyse and reproduce the 
rapid emotional changes in the temperament of men and women, thus vaguely 
and blindly preparing the way for the modern realistic novel of psychology, 
and, more directly, for the works of Richardson. They formed the main 
secular reading of English women during the final decade preceding the 
Restoration, and in their lumbering diffuseness and slackness they exemplify, 
to an almost distressing degree, the main errors into which, notwithstanding 
the genius of one or two individuals, and the high ambition of many others, 
English literature had sunken. 

Between 1645 and 1660 the practice of literature laboured under extra- 
ordinary disabilities. First among these was the concentration of public 
interest on political and religious questions ; secondly, there was the sus- 
picion and enmity fostered between men, who would otherwise have been 
cojifrireSy by these difficulties in religion and politics ; thirdly, there was 
the languor consequent on the too prolonged cultivation of one field with 
the same methods. It seems paradoxical to say of an age that produced 
the early verse of Milton and the prose of Browne and Jeremy Taylor, 
that it was far gone in decadence ; but these splendid and illuminating 
exceptions do not prevent the statement from being a correct one. England 
needed, not a few beacons over a waste of the waters of ineptitude, but 
a firm basis of dry land on which to build a practicable style for daily 
service ; and to get this the waters had to be drained away, and the beautiful 
beacons extinguished, by the cataclysm of the Restoration. 
MHUon Before we consider, however, whither that revolution was to whirl the 

literature of this country, we must deal again with a stationary figure 
which belonged neither to the bankrupt past nor to the flushed and animated 
future. During twenty years Milton, but for an occasional sonnet, had said 
farewell to poetry. Not that the power had left him, not that the desire and 
intention of excelling in verse had passed away, but because other aspects 
of life interested him more, and because the exact form his great song should 
ultimately take had not impressed itself upon him. Milton permitted youth 
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and middle age to pass, and remained obstinately silent. The Restoration 
caught him at his studies, and exposed him suddenly to acute personal 
danger. Towards merely political opponents Charles II. could afford to 
show himself lenient, and in politics there is no evidence that Milton had 
ever been influential. It is customary to think that Milton's official position 
laid him open to resentment, but in the day of its triumph the Monarchy 
could disdain an old paid servant of the Parliament, an emeritus-Secretary 
for Foreign Tongues to the Council. What it could less easily overlook was 
the author of Eikonoklastes^ that rabid pamphlet in which not only the tenure 
of kings was savagely railed at, but the now sacred image of the martyred 
Charles I. was covered with ignominious ridicule. Milton's position was 
not that of Dryden, or of Waller, who had eulogised Cromwell, and could 
now bow lower still to praise the king. He stood openly confessed as ont 
of the most violent of spiritual regicides. 

We might easily have lost our epic supremacy on the scaffold in August 
1660, when the poet was placed so ominously in the custody of the Sergeant- 
at-Arms. It seems probable that, to combine two legends, Davenant 
interceded with Morice on his behalf, and so helpless a rebel was con- 
temptuously forgiven. We find him discharged in December 1660; and 
when the physical agitations of these first months had passed away, we 
conceive the blind man settling down in peace to his majestic task. His 
vein, his nephew, Edward Phillips, tells us, flowed only from the autumnal 
to the vernal equinox, and in the spring of 1661 the noblest single monu- 
ment of English poetry doubtless began to take definite form. "Blind, 
old, and lonely," as in Shelley's vision of him, he was driven from 
prosperity and ease by the triumph of the liberticide, only that he might 
in that crisis become, what else he might have failed to be, " the sire of an 
immortal strain," " the third among the sons of light." 

There is reason to believe that Milton had already determined what 
should be the form and character of his Paradise Lost when Cromwell 
died. In 1663 he completed the poem. Two years later, at Elwood's 
suggestion, " What hast thou to say of Paradise found ? " he began the 
second and the shorter work, which he finished about 1665. The choral 
tragedy of Samson Agonistes followed, perhaps in 1667, which was the year of 
the publication of Paradise Lost ; Paradise Regained ^iwd Samson were printed 
together in 1671. Three years later Milton died, having, so far as is known, 
refrained from the exercise of verse during the last seven years of his life. 
It was, we may believe, practically between 1661 and 1667 that he built up 
the gorgeous triple structure on which his fame as that of the first among 
modern heroic poets is perennially sustained. The performances of Milton 
are surprising, yet his reticences are almost more amazing still. He sang, 
when the inspiration was on him, " with impetus and cestro*' and when the 
fit was off, could remain absolutely silent for years and years. 

The Milton of the Restoration has little affinity with the lyrical Milton 
whose work detained us in the early pages of this chapter. He appears before 
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us now solely in the aspect of an epic poet (for the very choruses in Samson 
are scarcely lyrical). He is discovered in these austere and magnificent pro- 
ductions, but particularly in Paradise Lost, as the foremost, and even in a 
broad sense the only epic poet of England. The true epos of the ancient 
literatures had detailed in heroic sequence the achievements of the national 
hero, supported and roused and regulated by the immediate intervention of 
the national deities. It had been notable for its elevation, its simplicity, its 
oneness of purpose. The various attempts to write literary epics in England 
before Milton's time had failed, as they have failed since, and his only models 
were the Iliad and the ^ncid ; although it is not to be questioned that his 
conscious design was to do for his own country what Tasso, Ariosto, and 
Camoens, glories of the Latin race in the sixteenth century, had done for 
theirs. Those poets had forced the sentiments and aspirations of a modern 
age into the archaic shape of the epos, and had produced works which did 
not much resemble, indeed, the Iliad or the OdysseVy but which glorified 
Italian or Portuguese prowess, tiattered the national idiosyncrasy, and pre- 
served the traditional extent and something of the traditional form of the 
ancient epics. 

There was, however, another great predecessor to whom, in the general 
tenor of his epic, Milton stood in closer relation than to the ancients or to 
the secular moderns. The one human production which we occasionally 
think of in reading Paradise Lost is the Divine Comedy. In Milton, as 
in Dante, it is not the prowess of any national hero which gives the 
poem its central interest, but the sovereign providence of God. Dante, 
however, was emboldened, by the circumstances of his epoch and career, 
to centre the interest of his great trilogy in present times, giving, indeed, 
to a theme in essence highly imaginative, and as we should say fabulous, 
an air of actuality and realism. Milton touches modern existence nowhere, 
but is sustained throughout on a vision of stupendous supernatural action 
far away in the past, before and during the very dawn of humanity. Such 
a story as Paradise Lost communicates to us could be credible and fascinat- 
ing only to persons who had taken in the mysteries of the Hebrew Bible 
with their mothers' milk, and who were as familiar with Genesis as with 
the chronicles of their own country. The poem presupposes a homely 
knowledge of and confidence in the scheme of the Old Testament, and 
in this sense, though perhaps in this sense only, those are right who see 
in Paradise Lost a characteristically ^^ puritan" poem. If we take a Puritan 
to be a man steeped in Bible lore, then we may say that only *^ puritans " 
can properly appreciate the later poems of Milton, although there is much 
in the texture of these works which few Puritans, in the exacter sense, 
would, if they understood it, tolerate. It is a very notable fact that the 
only English epic is also the only epic taken from Biblical sources. So 
great has been the force of Milton that he has stamped on English eyes 
the picture he himself created of the scenes of Genesis, and Huxley com- 
plained that it was the seventh book of Paradise Lostj and not any mis- 

VOL. HI. F 



82 



HISTORY OF ENGLISH LITERATURE 



ik verse. We yhudder to think how liiey 
1 



Paradife-loft' 

A 

POEM 

Written in 

EN BOOKS 

By JOHN MILTON. ■ 



reading of Moses, which had imprinted indelibly on the EngUsh public 
mind its system of a false cosmogony. 

The Fall and the Redemption of Man were themes of surpassing interest 
and importance, but at the first blush they might seem highly improper 
for lengthy treatment in bh 
would have been dealt 
with by some of Milton's 
sterner co-religionists — how 
in Milton's youth they 
had been treated, for in- 
stance, by Sylvester and by 
Quarles. But it is necessary 
to insist that Milton stood 
not closer, intellectually, to 
such a divine as Baxter 
than he did to, let us say, 
such a seriously minded Jay- 
churchiuan as Cowley. He 
was totally separated from 
either, and in all aesthetic 
question^ was, happily for 
us, a law unto himself. 
Hence he allowed himself a 
full exercise of the orna- 
ments with which his huma- 
nistic studies had enriched 
him. His brain was not an 
empty conventicle, stored 
with none but the neces- 
sities of devotion : it was 
hung round with the spoils 
of paganism and garlanded 
with Dionysiac ivy. Within 
the walls of his protesting 
contemporaries no music had been permitted but that of the staide^t 
psalmody. In the chapel of Milton's imagination, entirely devoted though 
it was to a Biblical form of worship, there were flutes and trumpets to 
accompany one vast commanding organ. The peculiarity of Milton's 
position was that among Puritans he was an artist, and yet among artists 
a Puritan. 

Commentaries abound on the scheme, the theology, the dogmatic ideas 
of Paradise Lost and Regained. These, it may boldly be suggested, would 
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scarcely in these days be sufficient to keep these epics ahve, were it not 
for the subsidiary enchantments of the very ornament which to grave minds 
may at first have seemed out of place. Dryden, with his admirable per- 
spicuity, early perceived that it was precisely where the language of the 
Authorised Version trammelled him too much that Milton failed, inserting 

what Dryden calls "a track 
of Scripture" into the text. 
It is where he escapes 
from Scriptural tradition that 
tlie grandiose or voluptuous 
images throng his fancy, and 
the melody passes from stop 
to stop, from the reed-tone 
of the bowers of Paradise to 
the open diapason of the 
council of the rebel angels. 
j As he grew older the taste 
; of Milton grew more ;iustere. 
The change in the chiiracter 
of his ornament is deeply 
marked when we ascend 
J from the alpine meadows of 
Paradise Lost to the peaks 
of Paradise Regained, where 
the imaginative air is so highly 
rarefied that many readers 
find it difficult to breathe. 
Internal evidence may lead 
us to suppose Samson Ago- 
nistes to be an even later mani- 
festation of a genius that was 
rapidly rising into an atmos- 
phere too thin for human 
enjoyment. Milton had de- 
clared, in a sublime utterance of his early life, that the highest poetry was 
not "to be obtained by the invocation of Dame Memory and her siren 
daughters," but by the direct purification of divine fire plnced on the lips 
of the elect by the hallowed fingers of the seraphim. That inspiration, he 
did not question, ultimately came to him, and in its light he wrote. But 
we do him no dishonour after these years if we confess that he owed 
more of his charm than he acknowledged to tiie aid of those siren daughters. 
He was blind, and could not refresh the sources of memory, and by-and-by 
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the sirens, like his own earthly daughters, forsook him, leaving him in the' 
dry and scarce tolerable isolation of his own integral dignity. Without 
his ineffable charm the Milton of these later poems would scarcely be 
readable, and that charm consists largely in two elements — his exquisite 
use of pagan or secular imagery, and the unequalled variety and harmony 
of his versification. 

The blank verse of the epics has t>een at once the model and the 
despair of all who have attempted that easiest and hardest of measures 
since the end of the seventeenth century. On his manipulation of this 
form Milton founds his claim to be acknowledged the greatest artist or 
artificer in verse that the English race has produced. The typical 
blank iambic line has five full and 
uniform stresses, such as we find 
in correct but timid versifiers 
throughout our literature. AIL 
brilliant writers from Shakespeare 
down\vards have shown their mas- 
tery of the form by the harmonious 
variation of the number and value 
of these stresses ; but Milton goes 
much further in this respect than 
any other poet, and, without ever 
losing his hold upon the norm, 
plays with it as a great pianist 
plays with an air. His variations 
of stress, his inversions of rhythm, 
what have been called liis "dactylic" 
and "trociiaic" effects, add im- 
measurably to the freshness and 
beauty of the poem. When we 
read Paradise Lost aloud, we are 
surprised at the absence of that 
monotony which mars our pleasure in reading most other works of a 
like length and sedateness. No one with an ear can ever have found 
Milton dull, and the prime cause of tJiis perennial freshness is the amaz- 
ing art with which the bhink verse is varied. If leaps like water from 
a spring, always in the same direction and vohime, yet never for two- 
consecutive moments in exactly the same form. 
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From "Paradise Lost." 

. . . Overhead up grew 
Insuperable height of loftiest shade, 
Cedar and pine, and fir, and branching palm, 
A sylvan scene ; and, as the ranks ascend 
Shade above shade, a woody theatre 
Of stateliest view. Yet higher than their tops 
The verdurous wall of Paradise up-sprung : 
Which to our general sire gave prospect large 
Into his nether empire neighbouring round ; 

* 

And higher than that wall a circling row 

Of goodliest trees, loaden with fairest fmit, 

Blossoms and fruits at once, of golden hue, 

Appeared, with gay enamell'd colours mix d : 

On which the sun more glad impress'd his beams, 

Than in fair evening cloud, or humid bow, 

When God hath shower'd the earth ; so lovely seem'd 

That landskip : and of pure now purer air 

Meets his approach, and to the heart inspires 

Vernal delight and joy, able to drive 

All sadness but despair : now gentle gales 

Fanning their odoriferous wings, dispense 

Native perfumes, and whisper whence they stole 

Those balmy spoils. As when to them who sail 

Beyond the Cape of Hope, and now are past 

Mozambic, off at sea north-east winds blow 

Sabean odours from the spicy shore 

Of Araby the Blest ; with such delay 

Well pleased they slack their course, and many a league 

Cheered with the grateful smell, old Ocean smiles. 

So entertain'd those odorous sweets the fiend. 



From "Paradise Regained." 

Look once more, ere we leave this specular mount, 

Westward, much nearer by south-west, behold, 

Where on the itgean shore a city stands. 

Built nobly, pure the air, and light the soil, 

Athens, the eye of Greece, mother of arts 

And eloquence, native to famous wits 

Or hospitable, in her sweet recess, 

City or suburban, studious walks and shades. 

See there the olive grove of Academe, 

Plato's retirement, where the Attic bird 

Trills her thick-warbled notes the summer long ; 

There, flowery hill, Hymettus, with the sound 

Of bees' industrious murmur, oft invites 

To studious musing ; there Ilissus rolls 

His whispering stream : within the walls then view 

The schools of ancient sages ; his, who bred 
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Great Alexander to subdue the world, 

Lyceum there, and painted Stoa next : 

There shalt Thou hear and learn the secret power 

Of harmony, in tones and numbers hit 

By voice or hand, and various-measured verse, 

^olian charms, and Dorian lyric odes, 

And his who gave them breath, but higher sung, 

Blind Melesigenes, thence Homer call'd. 

Whose poem Phoebus challenged for his own : 

Thence what the lofty grave tragedians taught 

In chorus or iambic, teachers best 

Of moral prudence, with delight received 

In brief senteniious precepts, while they treat 

Of fate, and chance, and change in human life. 

High actions, and high passions best describing. 

Towards the end of the period we have been considering, prose was 
cultivated in England by a great many persons who have no place at all^ 
or but a secondary place, in the history of the development of style. They 
must not, however, be entirely overlooked ; and for practical purposes they 
may be divided into three classes. There were, firstly, those who had some- 
thing to say about purely scientific speculation, and who followed WiLKiNS 
into the paths of what was called experimental philosophy. Secondly, 
there were those who gave in their adherence to the Cambridge school of 
divines, and who, in opposition to Hobbes, asserted the liberty of the will, 
encouraging a movement towards the spiritual and mystic side of things. 
Of these the leaders were Henry More, and, in his True Intellectual Systein 
of the Universe^ 1678, Ralph Cudworth (1617-1688). Thirdly, there were 
the body of miscellaneous writers, autobiographers, antiquaries, diarists and 
the like, who with infinite patience and self-satisfaction built up the secret 
history of the age or helped to preserve its muniments. Of these minor writers 
of the Commonwealth, it has to be confessed that their prose presents no 
features of great interest, apart from the facts or the ideas with which it 
deals. Each of them has a tendency to wordiness ; all become tedious at 
last from their untiring sinuosity. They are didactic and scholastic in their 
attitude to literature ; their ambition makes them often cumbrous, and they 
are delightful only when some gleam of human experience seduces them into 
forgetfulness of it. Everything points to the necessity of relieving English 
style by elements of lucidity, brevity and grace — those qualities, in fact, 
which the next chapter introduces to our notice in writers like Tillotson, 
Halifax and Temple. 

John Wilkins (161 4- 1672) was the son of an Oxford goldsmith, and was 
educated at Daventry under the charge of his grandfather, John Dod, " the famous 
Decalogist," and at a private school in Oxford. He passed rapidly and with credit 
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through the university, entered into Holy Orders, and became chaplain to the 
Palatine of the Rhine. In 1638 he published the most remarkable of his 
speculative works, The Dhcovery of a 
Nciu World, followed in 1640 by 
The Earth may be a Planet. His 
Mercury in 1641, and Mathematical 
Magic, 1648, complete the list of 
Wilkins's more important publications. 
He had a splendid inter-university 
career, being appointed Warden of 
Wadham College, Oxford, in 1648, 
and Master of Trinity, Cambridge, in 
1659. But as he was a parliamen- 
tarian, he was ejected at the Resto- 
ration, After a period of very low 
fortunes, he was made Dean of Ripon 
in 1664, and Bishop of Chester in 
1668, He died in London on the 
I9lh of November 1672. The whole 
life of Wilkins was devoted to two 
aims, the extension of scientific in- 
vestigation, or, as it was then called, 
"philosophical" experiment, and the reconciliation of the Dissenters with the 
Church of England. It is in him that we first observe certain intellectual 
foibles of the approaching eighteenth century, and in particular its dislike of 
enthusiasm. 

Elias Ashmole {1617-1692) was the greatest antiquary and archseologist of the 
second half of the seventeenth century. He was born at Lichfield on the 23rd of May 
1617, and having a talent for music was trained lo be a chorister in that cathedral. 
He afterwards came up to London, and adopted the law as a profession, .\fter the 
Civil AV'ar, in which he took an active part on the King's side, Ashmole retired 
to Englefield in Berkshire, and " went a-sinipling," that is to say, gave himself up to 
the study of botany. In 1649 he settled in London, and began his famous col- 
lection of the works of the English Chemists, issued in 1652, At the Restoration 
Ashmole was made Windsor Herald, and in 1661 Secretary of Surinam, which colony 
he administered from London. He became very wealthy and loaded with honours. 
In 1679 a fire destroyed a great portion of his vast collection of antiquities and 
curiosities; the remainder he presented in 1683 to the University of Oxford, which 
had erected a stately building to receive them and Ashmole's books and MSS, 
He died on the 18th of May 1692, and was buried in South Lambeth Church, 
under a monument of black marble, which, after describing his demise, added 
" but while the Ashmolean Museum at Oxford stands, he shall never die." His 
Diary, which was printed in 1717, is a garrulous and pleasing fragment of auto- 
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bit^aphy. In his more public manner, Ashtnole writes very elaborately and 
politely, in rich brocaded English, of which the following extract from the preface 

to the Tkeatrvm Chemicum 
Britannioim may be taken 
as an example : — 

" The mineral stone is 
MTOaght up to a degree 
only, and hath the power 
of transmuting any imper- 
fect earthy matter into iis 
utmost degree of perfection; 
that is, to convert the bas- 
est metals into perfect gold 
and silver, flints into all 
manner of precious stones 
(as rubies, saphirs, eme- 
ralds, and diamonds), and 
many more experiments of 
the like nature. But as 
this is but a part, so it it 
the least share of the bless- 
ing which may be acquired 
by ihe philosopher's materia 
if the full virtue thereof 
Here known. Gold 1 con- 
fess, is a delicious object, 
a gootlly light which we 
admire and gaze upon, ut 

but as to make gold (sailh 
an incomparable author) is 
tlie chiefcst intent of the 
aichymist, so was it scarce 
any intent of the antient 
philosophers and the lowest use tlie aUepls made oJ this materia. For they beinj,' 
lovers of wisdom more than worldly wealth, drove at higher and more excellent operations, 
and certainly he to whom the whole course of nature lies open, rejoiceth not that he 
can make gold and silver, or the devils to become subjected unto him, as he sees the 
heavens open, the angels of God ascending and descending, and that his own name is 
fairly written in the book of lifi!' 

Another distinguislied antiquary was John Aubrey (1626-1697), who was 
occupied, in company with Anthony A. Wood (1632-1695), in collecting and 
preserving a vast quantity of miscellaneous information which might else have been 
lost. It was Aubrey who called attention lo tlie historic value of Stonehenge, and who 
encouraged the great scheme of the Monaslicon Angikanum. It was Wood who drew 
together, in his Athems Oxoniensts and elsewhere, inestimable records of public and 
private life in the University. Much of the work of both these industrious enthusiasts 
was [wsthumous. 

Among the minor writers of the middle of the century a place must be found for 
the Fanshawes, a distinguished and accomplished couple. Sir Richard Fanshawe 
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<i6o7 -1666) was educated at Cambridge, and very early entered the diplomatic 
service, Charles I. sent him to SfMin in 1635 ; his life was a busy and a romantic 
one throughout the Civil War. After the Restoration, Fanshawe was employed in 
embassies to Portugal and Spain, and died of a violent fever in Madrid, on the 
i6th of June 1666. He published a very popular version of Guarini's Pastor 
Fide in 1646, a 
translation of the 
Lusiads in 1655, 
other translations 
from Spanish and 
Portuguese, and in 
1664 a few original 
poems. In 1 644, 
while at Oxford, 
he married Anne 
Harrison (1625- 
1680), who left 
a volume of her 
Memoirs in MS. 
These were pub- 
lished first in 1S39, 
and contain much 
that is interesting 
and vivid. Another 
memoir-writer was 
Lucy Apsley 
-(Mrs. Hutchin- 
son) (born in 1620), 
who married in 1638 
a Puritan colonel, 
who was afterwards 
one of the regicide 
judges, and gover- 
nor of Nottingham 

Castle for the Parliament. After the death of her husband, who was i 
in Sandown Castle till he died in 1664, she wrote down, between 1664 and 1671, 
for the instruction of her children, a volume of Memoirs of Colonel Hutchinson, to 
which she prefixed an autobiography. These were not published until 1806. The 
date of her death is not known. From Mrs. Hutchinson's account of her own child- 
hood, we quote an entertaining passage ; — 

" My father would have me le.iro Latin, and 1 was so apl that I outstripped my brothers 
who were at school, although my father's chaplain that was my tutor was a pitiful dull 
fellow. My brothers, who had a great deal of wii, had some emulation at the progress 
1 made in my learning, which very well pleased my father, though my mother would 
have been contented I had not so wholly addicted myself to that as to neglect my 
other qualities. As for music and dancing, 1 profited very iitile in thcni, and would 
never practise my lute or harpsichords but when my masters were with me ; and 
for my needle, I absolutely hated it. Play among other children 1 despised, and 
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when I was forced to entenain such as came lo visit me, I tired ihem with more 
grave instructions than their mothers, and plucked ail iheir babies [dolls] to pieces, 
and kept the children in such awe that 
they were glad when I entertained myself 
with eider company, to whom I was very 
acceptable ; and, living in the liouse with 
many persons thai had a great deal of 
wit, and very profitable serious discourses 
being frequent at my lather's table and 
in my mother's drawing-room, 1 was very 
attentive to all, and gathered up things 
that I would utter again to great admira- 
tion of many, that took my memory and 
for wit" 



Much of the verse of the transi- 
tional period took ugly and eccentric 
forms, and is worthy of notice now 
solely on account of its curiosity. 
The most impraclicable ideas clothed 
in the most extravagant language, 
render the philosophical verse of the 
late Commonwealth perfectly unread- 
we have some survival of the sinuous 




Lady Fanshawc 
able. In Henry More, however, 
sweetness of Spenser ; in 
Stanley the colours which 
had flushed so freshly and 
rosily in the Elizabethan 
lyrists finally faded away. 
What was lacking lo all 
these latest verse-writers of 
■ the Renaissance was not 
so much talent or skill, as 
taste. They had no difjnity 
of fancy, no propriety or 
harmony of style. And 
their errors simply made- 
inevitable the change in 
the whole texture and 
character of English prose 
which was, even as they 
wrote, beginning to be- 
manifested. 



In the group of so-callt 
Kiiglisli Platonisls, the leadi 
and the most gifted with 
literary graces was. Henry More (1614-1687). 




Lucy Hutdiinson 

He was bom at Grantham 11 
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shire in October 




parents. He proceeded to 

Eton and to Christ's College, 
Cambridge, where he was 
acquainted with Milton. 
He continued to live at 
Cambridge, serene and un- 



led by 



litical 



if the country, for 
the whole of liis life. He 
died on the 1st of Sep- 
tember 1687, and was buried 
in bis college chapei. His 
principal work in poetry, 
Psyd'odia Plalimica , ' or, a 
Plalonical ^.oiig flf the Soul, 
originally appeared in 1642, 
Morc's prose works are full 
of transcendental mysticism, 
" vain, airy, I'laionical, and 
chimerical''; The Afyslery of 
Iniijiiity, 1664, is perhaps the 

HeiiT7 Mor« """" '^""""^ '^^ ^'"-■'"- "'* 

philosophical puetr;-, which 

is of great technical excellence, is more agreeable. 

" O happy they that then the first are born, 

While yet the world is in her vernal pride ; 

For old corruption quite away is worn. 

As metal pure, so is her mould well-irlcd : 

Sweet dews, cool breathing airs, and 

spaces wide 

Of precious spicery wafted with soft wind. 

Fair comely bodies, goodly beautified, 
Snow-limb'd, rose-chcek'd, rube-lipp'd, 

pearl -leeth'd, star-ey'nd ; 
Their parts, each fair, in fit proportion all 
combin'd." 
John Cleveland (1613-1658), who 
can hardly be called a poet, was a 
Cambridge royalist who published The 
Character of a London Diurnal in 
1647, and collected his Poems in 165 r. 
These productions, mainly satirical, 
were exactly to the taste of the age, 
and were incessantly reprinted for fifty 
years. Cleveland's best couplet occurs 
in a rough attack on the Scotch :— J""^ Cleveland 

" Had Cain been Scot, Cod would have chang'd his doom. 
Not forc'd him wander, but confm'd liim home." 

' The lille of this work is rarely given correclly. The whole " Plaionical Song" is cnlilleil Fsy<lu>dia 
Plalfnica, but ii made up of " four severil poems " or cantos, respectively named PiyeAaseia, I'sycAaiha- 
naiia, Antiftyckepanntukia and AtUirnanopiyikia. 
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A strong propensity to literature was discovered in that fantastic couple, WilUaHl 
Cavendish, Duke of Newcastle (1591-1676) and his Duchess, Margaret 



Lucas (i624?-i674). The Duke w: 




:, in which Shirley 

is believed to 
have helped him; 
and he is better 
remembered by 
his stately trea- 
tise on horse- 
manship {1667), 
a very handsome 
illustrated edi- 
tion of which 
had appeared in 
French, at Ant- 
werp, ten years 



irlie 



The 



Duke, whom 
Clarendon de- 
scribes as ''a 
very fine gentle- 
man," was " neat 
in shape and 
exactly propor- 
tioned, his sta- 
ture of a middle 
size, and his 
complexion s 



William Cavendish, Earl (afterwards Duke) of Newcastle 

r<vm an Engraving hy Holl. after the Picture by Vandyck 
i« the Cilkilion of Earl Spencer 



Duchess, 



,vire, an 
■iud hin 



The 
who 



wher 



was Marquis, 
1645, was 
:; of the moit 
, her great dt-light was in attiring herself in strange 
and costly garnitnts, the fashion of ivhich she liiid invented herself. Her most pleas- 
ing quality was her frank, absorbed idolatry of her elderly husband, whose Life she 
wrote during his lifetime (1C67). Slie was the author of no fe«*cr than twenty-six 
plays, which bhc publisjied in two folio volumes in 1662 and 166S. Her modesty 
txcusLj her. In a general prologue she said \— 

" But, noble readers, do not lliinlc my plays 
Are such as have been writ in former days. 
As Jonson, Shakespeare, Heaumont, Fletcher writ ; 
Mine want their learning, reading, language, wit. 
The Latin phrases I could never tell. 
But Jcinson could, which made him write so well, 
Greek, I-alin poets I could never read. 
Not their historians, but our English Speed." 
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ThoDias Stanley (1625-1678), i 



; whom the poetry of artifice and fancy 
expired, was bom at Cum- 
berlaw in Herts ; he was 
the cousin of Lovelace, and 
he was educated in an 
atmosphere of literature. ^ 
He proceeded to Cam- 
bridge, and was trans- 
ferred to Oxford. He was 
wealthy, married young, 
and spent much time 
on the Continent He 
was the friend and com- 
panion, and at need the 
helper of many poets. 
He frankly preferred the 
decadent and Alexandrine 
schools of imagination to 
those of healthier times, 
and his poets of predilec- 
tion were Anacreon, Mos- 
chus, Austonius, Gongora, 
and Marino. Stanley's 
Poems appeared in 1647 ; 
his beautiful translations, 
Europa, Cupid Crucified, 
Venus Vigils, in 1649. 
Stanley's most serious 
work, however, was his 
great prose History of 
Philoiophy, which appeared 
between 1655 and i66z. He was one of Ihe finest critical scholars of the ago, 
A specimen of Stanlc/s rich meandering versification may be given from Cupid 
Crucified:— 

" A hundred more, ii Iio their old love's review 

With sad, yet s«*ect complaints, their pains renew ; 

In midst of whom, by the black sli.-ulc benighted, 

With ivliiiiing winys Love unawares alif-hled ; 

All knew ihe Boy ; and, recollecting, thought him 

Common offender ; though damp clouds about him 

Obscure his belt, with golden buckles bright. 

His quiver and his radiant torches' lighl, 

Yet do they know liim ; and begin to show 

\'uiii rage upon the lovely ivandering foe." 




IXargaret Lucas, Duchess of Newcastle 



CHAPTER II 

THE AGE OF DRYDEN 
1 660- 1 700 

The year 1660 provides us with a landmark which is perhaps more salient 
than any other in the history of EngHsh hterature. In most instances the 
dates with which we divide our chronicle are merely approximations, points 
empirically taken to mark the vague transition from one age to another. 
But when Monk went down to Dover to welcome the agitated and astonished 
Charles, it was not monarchy only that he received into England, but a fresh 
era in literature and the arts. With that act of his, the old English Renais- 
sance, which had long been dying, ceased to breathe, and a new departure 
of intellectual civilisation began. Henceforth the ideals of the leading minds 
of England were diametrically changed. If they had looked westwards, they 
now looked towards the east. Instantly those men who still remained loyal 
to the Jacobear\ habit passed out of fashion, and even out of notice, while 
those who had foreseen the new order of things, or had been constitutionally 
prepared for it, stood out on a sudden as pioneers and leaders of the new 
army of intelligence. 

To us the post-Restoration writings of Milton possess a greater value 
than all else that was produced in verse for more than a hundred years ; but 
in taking an historical survey we must endeavour to realise that his influence 
on the age he lived in was nil, and that to unprejudiced persons of education 
living in London about 1665, the author of Paradise Lost was something less 
than Flecknoe or Flatman. Nor to us, w-ho see beneath the surface, does he 
present any features which bring him into the general movement of literature. 
He was a species in himself — a vast, unrelated Phoenix. In his youth, as we 
have seen, Milton had been slightly subjected to influences from Shakespeare, 
Spenser, and even the disciples of Spenser; but after his long silence he 
emerges with a style absolutely formed, derived from no earlier poet, and 
destined for half a century to influence no later one. Critics amuse them- 
selves by detecting in Paradise Lost relics of Du Bartas, of Vondel, of 
Cowley, even of lesser men ; but these were mere fragments of ornament 
disdainfully transferred to Milton's magnificent edifice as material, not as 
modifying by a jot the character of its architecture. It is very strange to 

think of the aged Milton, in stately patience, waiting for death to come to 
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him in his relative obscurity, yet not doubting for a moment that he had 
succeeded in that ** accomplishment of greatest things " to which his heart had 
been set at Cambridge more than forty years before. 
TheDeciim We turn from Milton, then, wrapped like Moses in a cloud, and the 

fif Literature contrast is great when we concentrate our attention on the state of letters in 
England around the foot of his mountain ; for here, at least, there was no 
isolation, but a combined unison of effort in a single direction w^as the 
central feature of the moment. During the strenuous political agitation of 
the Commonwealth, literature had practically come to an end in England. 
There were still, of course, men of talent, but they were weak, discouraged, 
unilluminated. Some were trying to keep alive, in its utter decrepitude, the 
Jacobean method of writing ; others were looking ahead, and were ready, at 
the cost of what capricious beauty remained in English verse, to inaugurate 
a new school of reason and correctness. When 1660 brought back the 
Court, wuth its Latin sympathies, the first of these two classes faded like 
ghosts at cockcrow. Herrick, Shirley, Vaughan long survived the Restora- 
tion, but no notice of them or of their writings is to be found in any of the 
serious criticisms of the age, although they held their place in the Restora- 
tion anthologies. On the other hand, the second class came forth at once 
into prominence, and four small poets — Waller, with his precise grace; 
Denham, wMth his dry vigour ; Davenant, who restored the drama ; Cowley, 
who glorified intellect and exact speculation — were hailed at once as the 
masters of a new school and the martyrs to a conquered barbarism. It was 
felt, in a vague way, that they had been holding the fort, and theirs were the 
honours of a relieved and gallant garrison. 

The Commonwealth, contemplating more serious matters, had neglected 
and discoura<j[cd literature. The monarchy, under a king who desired to be 
known as a patron of wit, should instantly have caused it to flourish ; but for 
several years after 1660 — why, we can hardly tell — scarcely anything of the 
least value was composed. The four poets just enumerated, in spite of the 
fame they had inherited, wrote none but a few occasional pieces down to the 
deaths of Cowley (1667) and Davenant (1668). There was a general con- 
sciousness that taste had suffered a revolution, but what direction it was now 
to take remained doubtful. The returning cavaliers had brought the message 
back from France that the savagery of English letters was to cease, but 
something better than Davenant's plays or even Cowley's odes must surely 
take its place. The country was eager for guidance, yet without a guide. Xo 
one felt this more perspicaciously than the youthful Dryden, who described 
his own position long afterwards by saying that in those days he " was drawing 
the outlines of an art without any living master to instruct" him in it. 
Vhc The guidance had to come from France, and the moment of the Restora- 

estoratwH ^-^^^ ^^.,^^ ^^^^ ^ fortuuate one. The first great generation after Malherbe was 

drawing to a close, and the second had not quite begun. The development 
of Eni^lish literature might have been steadier and purer, if the exiled 
English courtiers had been kept in Paris ten years longer, to witness the 
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death of Mararin, the decay of the old Academic coterie, and the rise of 
Boileau and Racine. They left Chapelain behind them, and returned home 
to find Cowley — poets so strangely similar in their merits and in their faults, 
in their ambitions and in their failures, that it is hard to believe the re- 
semblance wholly accidental. They had left poetry in F"rance dry, harsh, 
positive, and they found it so in England. The only difference was that on 
this side of the Channel there was less of it, and that it was conducted here 
with infinitely less vigour, resource, and abundance. There was no Corneille 
in London, no Rotrou [ the authority of Waller was late and feeble in 
comparison with that bequeathed by Maiherbe. 

It was, nevertheless, important to perceive, and the acutest Englishmen of 
letters did at once perceive, that what had been done in France about thirty 
years before was now just being 
begun in England ; that is to say, 
the old loose romantic manner, 
say of Spenser or of Ronsard, was 
being totally abandoned in favour 
of "the rules," the unities, a closer 
prosody, a drier, exacter system of 
reasoning. Unfortunately, up to 
1660 there was little real criticism 
of poetic style in France, and little 
effort to be de-\terously complete 
^1 through a composition. Happy 
lines, a brilliant passage, had to 
excuse pages of flatness and inep- 
titude. So it was in England, A 
few single lines of Cowley are 
among the most beautiful of the 
century, and he has short jets of 
enchanting poetry, but these lie 
scattered in flat wildernesses of 
what is intolerably grotesque.* The 
idea of uniform excellence was to 
be introduced, directly in France and then incidentally here, by Boileau, 
who was writing his first great satires when Charles II. was in the act of 
taking possession of his throne. 

Even in these first stumbling days, however, the new school saw its goal 
before it. The old madness, the old quaint frenzy of fancy, the old symbol- 
ism and impressionism had utterly gone out. In their place, in the place of 
this liberty which had turned to licence, came the rigid following of "the 
ancients." The only guides for English verse in future were to be the pole- 
star of the Latin poets, and the rules of the French critics who sought to 
adapt Aristotle to modern life. What such a poet as Dryden tried to do was 
regulated by what, reading in the light of Scaliger and Casaubon, he found 
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the Latins had done. This excluded prettiness altogether, excluded the 
extravagances and violent antics of the natural school, but admitted, if the 
poet was skilful enough to develop them, such qualities as nobility of ex- 
pression, lucidity of language, justice of thought, and closeness of reasoning, 
and these are the very qualities which we are presently to discern in 
Dryden. 

Meanwhile, although poetry, mainly in the criticism of poetry, was the 
subject uppermost in the minds of the men of wit and pleasure who clustered 
around the Court of Charles, attention was paid, and with no little seriousness, 
to the deplorable state of prose. Here the distinction between old and new 
could not be drawn with as much sharpness as it' could in verse, yet here also 
there was a crisis imminent. The florid, involved, and often very charming 
prose of such writers as Jeremy Taylor, Fuller, and Henry More, was 
naturally destined to become obsolete. Its long-windedness, its exuberance, 
its caprices of style, marked it out for speedy decay ; its beauties, and they 
have been already dwelt upon, were dolphin colours. A time had come 
when what people craved in prose was something simpler and terser 
in form, less ornate, less orotund, more supple in dealing with logical 
sequences of ideas. England had produced several divines, essayists, 
and historians of great distinction, but she had hitherto failed to bring forth 
a Pascal. 

TJuRoyaJ The returning Royalists had left behind them in Paris an Academy which,. 

^**^ with many faults, had yet for a quarter of a century been a great power for 

good in France. It had held up a standard of literature, had enforced rules^ 
had driven the stray sheep of letters into something resembling a flock. The 
first important step taken in intellectual life after the Restoration was the 
foundation in England of a body which at its initiation seemed more or less 
closely to resemble tiie French Academy. In i66i Cowley had issued his 
Proposition for the Advancevient of Experimental Philosophy^ the direct result of 
which was the institution of the Royal Society in 1662, with the King as patron, 
and Lord Brouncker, the mathematician, as first president. Cowley's tract 
was merely the match which set fire to a scheme which had long been pre- 
paring for the encouragement of experimental knowledge. As every one is 
aware, the Royal Society soon turned its attentioii exclusively to the exacter 
sciences, but most of the leading English poets and prose-writers were among 
its earlier members, and it does not seem to have been observed by the 
historians of our literature that the original scope of the assembly included 
the renovation of English prose. According to the official definition of the 
infant Royal Society, they ** exacted from all their members a close, naked, 
natural way of speaking, positive expressions, clear senses, a native easiness, 
bringing all things as near the mathematical plainness as they can," and 
passed *'a resolution to reject all the amplifications, digressions, and swellings 
of style." No literary Academy could have done more ; and although the 
Royal Society soon dropped all pretensions to jurisdiction over prose-writing, 
this early action, coming when it did, can but have been of immense service 
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to the new school. Nor must it bs forgotten that among these savanis who 
bound themselves to the exercise of lucidity and brevity in composition were 
Boyle, Clarendon, Barrow, Evelyn, Pearson, Pepys, Stanley, Thomas Burnet, 
the very representatives of 
all that was most vivid in 
the prose of the age. Of 
these not all survived to 
learn the lesson that they 
taught, but it is therefore, 
perhaps, the more signifi- 
cant that they should have 
accepted it in principle. 

In all this movement 
John Dryden's place was 
still insignificant. In his 
thirtieth year he was, as a 
later Laureate put it, faintly 
distinguished. But he was 
presently to find his oppor- 
tunity in the resuscitation 
of dramatic poetry. From 
before the death of Ben 
Jonson the stage had begun 
to languish, and its decline 
cannot in fairness be attri- 
buted entirely to the zeal of 
the Puritans. But in 1641 
Parliament had issued an ordinance ordaining that public stage-plays 
should cease, those who had been in the habit of indulging in these 
spectacles of lascivious pleasure being sternly recommended to consider 
repentance, reconciliation, and peace with God, This charge being found 
insufficient, an Act was passed in 1648 ordering that all theatres should be 
dismantled, all convicted actors publicly whipped, and all spectators 
fined. An attempt to perform the Bloody Brother of Fletcher merely 
proved that the authorities were in deadly earnest, for the actors were 
carried off to prison in their stage clothes. The drama is a form of art 
which cannot exist in a vacuum ; starved of all opportunities of exercise, 
English play-writing died of inanition. Nothing could be more abjectly 
incompetent and illiterate than the closet-dramas printed during ihe Com- 
monwealth. Men who had not seen a play for twenty years had completely 
forgotten what a play should be. It is scarcely credible that an art which 
had been raised to perfection by Shakespeare, should in half a century sink 
into such an abysm of feebleness as we find, for example, in the unacted 
dramas of the Killigrews. Nor did a spark of poetry, however wild and 
vague, survive in these degenerate successors of the school of Fletcher, 
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In the midst of this extremity of decay the theatres were once more opened. 
In 1656 Sir William Davenant was permitted to invite the public to "an 
entertainment by declamation and music, after the manner of the ancients," 
at Rutland House, in the City, This was the thin end of the wedge indeed ; 
but it has been wTongly described as a play, or even an opera. There 
was no dialogue, but extremely long rhapsodies in prose (which must 
surely have been read) were broken by songs and instrumental music. As 

no harm came of this ex- 
periment, in 1658 Davenant 
was allowed to open (he 
old dismantled Cockpit in 
Drury Lane, and there pro- 
duced his English opera, 
the Siege of Rhodes, which 
had been already seen 
at Rutland House. This 
dramatic production, after- 
wards greatly enlarged, was 
prodigiously admired in the 
Court of Charles II., and 
was looked upon as the 
standing-point of the new 
drama. The critics of the 
Restoration are never tired 
of applauding this "perfect 
opera," the versification of 
which was smooth and in- 
geniously varied indeed, yet 
without a touch of even 
rhetorical poetry. As no- 
thing befell thf daring 
From a:i /w/gniviu^- .:iicr the i\-rf^ii h ^ir c^//rfv Ji'iiiiier Davcuant, he was embol- 
dened to bring out five-act 
plays, tragedies and comedies of his own, at Drury Lane, and, almost 
immediately after the King's return, patents were granted both to him 
and to Killigrew. In lietlerlon, Harris, and Mrs, Sanderson (for women 
now first began to take women's parts) a school of young actors was 
presently discovered, and the stage flourished again as if Puritanism had 
never existed. 

But it was one thing to have clever actors and a protected stage, and 
quite another to create a dramatic literatnre. It might be very well for 
enthusiastic contemporaries to say that in his plays Davenant "does outdo 
both ancients and the moderns too," but these were simply execrable as 
pieces of writing. The long silence of the Commonwealth weighed upon 
the playwrights. Only one man in this first period wrote decently, a robust 
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vigorous imitator of Ben Jonson, John Wilson, whose comedies and 
tragedies reproduced the manner of that master with remarkable skill. 
This, however, proved to be a false start. The new drama was no more 
to spring from the study of Ben Jonson than from a dim reminiscence 
of Shakespeare and Fletcher. It was to come from France, and mainly 
from Corneille. The old, almost simultaneous translation of the Cid^ by 
Joseph Rutter, was forgotten ; but in the years just preceding the Restoration 
Sir William Lx)wer had published a series of versions of Corneille's tragedies, 
and these must have been widely read. In his attempts at lyrical drama, 
Davenant was undoubtedly imitating not Corneille only, but Quinault. 
Early in his critical career, Dryden announced that the four great models 
were Aristotle, Horace, Ben Jonson, and Corneille ; and though he refers 
vaguely and largely to the dramatists of Italy and Spain, fearing by too great 
praise of a Frenchman to wound English susceptibilities, it is plain that 
Dryden in his early tragedies is always eagerly watching Corneille. 

In that valuable and admirable treatise, An Essay of Dt-amatic Poesy ^ 1668, 
published when he had already produced five of his dramatic experiments, 
Dryden very clearly and unflinchingly lays down the law about theatrical 
composition. Plays are for the future to be ^^ regular" — that is to say, 
they are to respect the unities of time, place, and action ; *' no theatre in the 
world has anything so absurd as the English tragi-comedy," and this is to 
be rigorously abandoned ; a great simplicity of plot, a broad and definite 
catastrophe, an observation of the laws of stage decorum, these are to mark 
the English theatre in future, as they already are the ornament of the 
French. After all this, we are startled to discover Dryden turning against 
his new allies, praising the English irregularity, finding fault with Corneille, 
and finally unravelling his whole critical web with a charming admission : 
'' I admire the pattern of elaborate writing, but — I love Shakespeare." The 
fact is that the great spirit of Dryden, here at the practical outset of his 
career, was torn between two aims. He saw that English poetry was 
exhausted, disillusioned, bankrupt, and that nothing short of a complete 
revolution would revive it ; he saw that the Latin civilisation was opening 
its arms, and that England was falling into them, fascinated like a bird 
by a snake (and Dryden also was fascinated and could not resist) ; yet, 
all the time, he was hankering after the lost poetry, and wishing that a 
compromise could be made between Shakespeare and Aristotle, Fletcher 
and Moli^re. So, with all his effort to create ''heroic drama" in England, 
no really well-constructed piece, no closely wrought and hii^hly polished 
Cinnay was to reward Dryden for his cultivation of the unities. 

He could not, of course, foresee this, and the success which followed The Heroic 
his suggestion, made in 1664, that *'the excellence and dignity of rhyme" ^''''•^^ 
should be added to serious drama, must have made him look upon himself 
as a great and happy innovator, although the actual inaugurator of the 
rhymed heroic play was perhaps the Earl of Orrery. Etheredge, in the 
graver scenes of his Comical Revenge^ instantly adopted the rhyming couplet, 
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Dryden's own tragedies followed, and blank verse was practically abandoned 
until 1678. During these fourteen years, Sedley, Crowne, Settle, Otway, and 
Lee, in succession between 1668 and 1675, came to the front as industrious 
contributors to the tragic stage, each, with a touching docility, accepting on 
most occasions the burden of rhyme ; we therefore possess a solid mass of 
dramatic literature, much of it quite skilful in its own way, produced in a 
form closely analogous to that of the French. These are what were known 
as the "heroic plays," of which Dryden's Conquest of Granada is the type. 
This strange experiment has received from the critics of more recent times 
little but ridicule, and it may be admitted that it is not easy to approach 
it with sympathy. Still, certain facts should make it important to the literary 
historian. The taste for heroic drama showed a singularly literary preoccu- 
pation on the part of the public. To listen to the "cat and puss" dialogue, 
the (rT(;^o/Au^ui, required a cultivated attention, and the ear which delighted 
in the richness of the rhyme could hardly be a vulgar one. 

The advantages of the system lay in the elegance and nobiHty of the 
impression of life, the melody of the versitication ; its disadvantages were 

that it encouraged bombast 

^F^ ^^^^^^^^^ and foppery, and was essen- 

^f^ .^^^^^B9^l^^^^^k. tially All was 

J" ^^^^^^^^~ *~ ^^^^^^^^. magnificent in those plays 

B ^^^^^^K . ^^^^^^L the main personages 

K ^^^^^^|eL«^ J^^^^^^^^^ royal or on the steps of the 

^^^^^^^^^X^\ ^^Sh^^^^^^ The 

^^^^^^^^^^^^T' i_ ^^U^^^^^^^k a fuller stage 

^^^^^^^^^^^^^ ^^c^^^^^^^^ presentment than the age 

might supply. If the Indian 
limfieror could now be acted 
under the manaLjement of 
some enlerprisiiig scenic 
artist, we should probably 
be charmed with the sonor- 
ous splendour of its couplets 
and the gorgeous ritual of 
its scenes. The Rehearsal 
(1672), with its delicious 
fooling, only added to the 
k. ^^^^^^^Btff^ '^^^^^^ popular predilection for 

1^ ^^ffijj^^^^^^^ these royai tragedies. But 

"- - - J Drydcn, who had invented 

them, grew liied of them, , 
and in All for Love, in 
1678, iie "disencumbered 
himself from rhyme." The whole flock of tragic poets immediately followed 
him, and heroic plays were an exploded fashion. 
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If we turn to these ponderous tragedies now, it is principally, however, 
to study the essays which are prefixed to them. In the general interest 
a^^-akened concerning the technique of literature, these were frequent; 
Lestrange, whose business it was to read them, complained that "a man 
had as good go 
to court without a 
cravat as appear 
in print without a 
preface." But Dry- 
den's, composed, 
perhaps, in rivalry 
with the Examens 
of Corneille, are by 
far the most impor- 
tant, and form the 
first body of really 
serious and philo- 
sophical criticism 
to be discovered in 
English. We must 
not expect absolute 
consistency in these 
essays. They mark 
the gro\vth of a 
mind, not the con- 
ditions of a mind 
settled in a fi-ted 
opinion. As fresh 
lights came up on 
his horizon, as he 
read Ben Jonsoii 

less and Shakespeare more, as Boiieau and Bossu affected his taste, as 
Racine rose into his ken, and as he became more closely acijuaiuted with 
the poets of antiquity, Dryden's views seem lo vacillate, to be lacking in 
authority. But we err if this remains our final opinion ; we mistake the 
movement of growth for the instability of weakness. To tlic last, Dryden 
was a living force in letters, spreading, progressing, stimulating others by 
the ceaseless stimulus which he himself received from literature. 

John Dryden (1631-1700) was the son of Erasmus Drydun and .Mary Pickering 
his wife, of Tichmarsh, in the county of Northampton. He was born, probably on the 
ylh of .August 163 1, in the vicarage of Aldwinkle .Ml Sainis, near Oundlc. His earliest 
education was gained in the villa(;e schools of Titmarsh and Oiindlt'. Ht was a King's 
Scholar at Westminster under the famous Dr. Bushy from 1640 to 1650, and matricu- 
lated at Trinity College, Cambridge, in the summer of the latter year. He got into 
trouble at college, and was not merely "rebuked on the head," but in 1652 discom- 
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monsed. He took his d^rce in 1654- Dryden stayed seven years at Cambridge, but 
he retained against that university a life-long grudge which has never been explained ; 
she was always the " Thebes " of his "green unknowing youth." We have few examples 
of his early verse — an Elegy on Lord Hastings (1649), a commendatory epistle before 
Hoddesdon's Sion and P.irnassus {16^0). In 1654 Erasmus Dryden died, and left the 

poet small estates in his native 
county. It has been supposed 
that in 1657 Drj'den came up 
to London, and became clerk 
to his cousin. Sir Gilbert 
Pickering, In 1659 he pub- 
lished the Heroic Slanzas on 
the death of Oliver Cromwell, 
in which his talent as a 
versifier was earliest displayed. 
It is strange that, in spite of 
his extreme celebrity in later 
years, scarcely anything is 
known about the early life of 
Dryden. Two poems, As/rtra 
Redux (1660) and the Corona- 
tion Panegyriek (1661), show 
him an ardent royalist ; in 1663 
he married Lady Elizabeth 
Howard, the eldest daughter 
of the F^rl of Berkshire. Not 
much is known about this 
person, but her character has 
been impugned by gossip, and 
she was evidently no intel- 
lectual companion for Dryden, 
His falher-in-law allowed the 
newly-married couple to share 
iiis c()untr\' house at Chariton, 
and hcri: they seem to have 
lived for three or four years. 
Dryden now began 10 adopt 
'""'" "'"'"'"""• play-wnting as a profession. 

The IVi/d Gallant, "Ms actLd before his marriage. The Rival 
in the same year, if)'^i3. I^ir a lonj; time the personal history 
Tj' fre((UL-nl publications, of which the 
ililc heroic tragedy, The Con</iicst 
He was very actively employed. 




Sir ROBERT HOWARD, 



A^ 



XCELLENT POEMS. 
S there is miific uninfonnM by art 



L In thofcivlld notci, which witha mcriylietft 
The bird* in unfrequented Qudn expreli. 
\frho, better twi^tM home, y«ple«fcu»ldi I 

__ __.L.3 '___ 

Sir Robert Howard, DrydCD's Brother-in-law 



and his first dramc 

Liidia- followed lat. 

of Dryden is confined to a list of hi 

poem callud Annus MiralnHs (1667), and the di 

of Granada (1672), seem the most impc 



to t 



about 16 


8, he en 


ered 


int 


n a com 


act with the a 


lors of the 


King' 


Tliea 


pply them 


with thr 


-e lit 


w 


.lays a 


car at a fixed 


rate of t«y 


nenl. 


He \ 




ade poet 


kiur 


ati_ 


and hi. 


toriographer, w 


th ^.0. a 


year a 


ndab 


ck. It is 


supposed 


that 


aft 


■r the C 


real 1-ire, Dryc 


en settled 


n the 


house 




JOHN DRYDEN. 
iePortrait by Sir Godfre" 



DRYDEN 105 

Gerrard Street, Soho, which remained his London home until his death, but he is 
vaguely identified also with residences in Fetter Lane, and, later on, in Long Acre. 
His busy life seems to have passed almost without an event until his fiftieth year, when his 
close connection with the theatre, which had culminated in The Spanish Friar (16S1), 
was provisionally broken off. During these years we have to think of Dryden as 
prosperous in his regular industry, and as moving easily in " smart * society ; but he 
became obnoxious to Rochester in 1675, and five years later the anger of that odious 
person had risen to such a pitch that he hired " Black Will " and other ruffians in 
masks to waylay Dryden at night in Rose Alley, Covent Garden, and to beat him 
cruelly with cudgels. Strangely enough, this cowardly business produced no sense of 
public indignation, but was supposed to lower the prestige of the hapless Dryden very 
seriously. After 1680, he was never very prosperous again. On the other hand, it 
was only now that his genius began to assert itself; up to the age of fifty he had 
produced nothing of sup)erlative excellence. But now he became very deeply interested 
in the political situation produced in England by the bad government of Charles IL 
Finally, the intrigues of Shaftesbury roused him to indignation, and it is even believed 
that the king himself proposed to Dryden to give voice to his feelings in satire. 
Accordingly, in November 1681, he published the first part of Absalom and Achitophel^ 
the earliest of four great didactic satires, issued within twelve months, which placed 
Dryden at the head of the poets of the age. At the close of 1683 he was appointed 
collector of customs in the port of London. He had turned to theological contro- 
versy, and had written Religio Laid (1682), followed by The Hind and the Panther (1687). 
Between the publication of the former and that of the latter of these works a great 
change had taken place in Dryden's convictions. Never before much exercised about 
religion, the scandals of the Popish Plot had drawn his attention to theological 
questions. When he wrote Religio Laid, he was still, on the whole, contented with the 
Church of England ; but about 1685 he went over to Rome, and, in his second religious 
poem, the cruel Anglican Panther persecutes the milk-white Roman Hind. Dryden's 
conversion to Roman Catholic doctrine was almost coincident with the accession of 
James H., and his many enemies, did not fail to charge him with despicable insincerity. 
But there is no evidence of this, and, on the other hand, through less good than evil, 
Dryden held by the Roman faith for the rest of his life. At the Revolution of 1688 
he lost his ofllice of poet laureate, for which he received ;^20o, and all his other 
pensions lapsed, because he would not take the oath of allegiance to William and 
Mary. The laureateship was given to Shadwell, his most dogged enemy. Dryden's 
relations with the theatres had now almost ceased. He was thrown, therefore, at the 
age of fifty-seven, upon his intellectual resources, and he began to work anew, with 
a splendid fortitude and with inexhaustible energy. Lord Dorset came to his aid 
with a generous annuity, and Dryden was enabled to ride the storm of his adversities. 
Between 1690 and 1694 he wrote again for the stage, somewhat abundantly. As early 
as 1680, Dryden had turned his attention to poetical translation from the Latin classics, 
and now he determined to make it his serious business. He translated Persius and 
(with others) Juvenal in 1693, and began a vaster labour, that of making Virgil sing in 
English. This last appeared, and enjoyed a magnificent success, in 1697. He also 
gave much attention to versions of Ovid, Horace, and Lucretius, but completed the 
translation of none of these. Yet Dryden's competent and sturdy versions of the 
Latin poets occupy a large proportion of his entire works. This was highly remunera- 
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live labour; if we may believe Pope, for his Virgil alone Dryden received jQ\2oo. 
During these years, too. Dryden did a vast amount of occasional writing for money : 

he supplied prologues and epilogues to other people's plays ; he composed funeral 
poems (for that on the Countess of Abingdon 
he received ;^Soo); he translated prose books 
on popular subjects of the day ; he contributed 
prefaces and complimentary verses to the pub- 
lishers; in short, this great poet became the 
most active professional man of letters of the 
lime, and earned what may have been a hand- 
some, but was certainly a fluctuating income by 
miscellaneous labour with the pen. His noble 
ode called AUx.indtr's Feast was thus written 
to order for the feast of St. Cecilia's Day, 1697. 
In November of 1699 was published the latest 
of Dryden's works, the folio of Fabla {1700), 
in which were gathered together, with the narra- 
tive paraphrases from Chaucer and Boccaccio, 
several miscellany translations, and all the 
original poems of Dryden's later years, some 
12,000 verses in all. This volume contains 
several of the most characteristic and best 
known of all the poet's productions, and in 
particular Theodore and Honoria and Cyinon 
and Iphigenia, which criticism, for a century at 
least, was lo place at the very summit of English 
narrative poetry. Although Ur)'den's imagi- 
n:uive power and technical skill had never been 
in a more brilliant condition, his physical health 
was now failing. He suffered from the gout in 
his feet, and having neglected it, one of his 
toes became inflamed and mortified. After a 
shi>rt but distressing illness, his admirers were 
informed on tiie 30th of April 1700 that "John 
Dryden, Ksi|., the famous poet, lies a-dying," 
and on the ist of May he died in the house 
in Clcrrard Street, Soho, where he had lived 
since 1686, A fortnight afterwards, his body 
mtiuie euibalmed, Dryden was buried with great pomp in Westminster 
Abbey, by ilie side of Chaucer, but under "a rude and nameless stone." Not verj- 
much is recorded about the personal appearance and habits of Dryden, except that he 
had "a down look,'' pensive or melancholy, and that he was too pink and plump, for 
dignity. He was something of a sportsman, loved good company, had not a ready 
loni;uc in conversation, and was inclined in later years to drink more than suited his 
state of health. The rest niuai be sought for in his massive and solid treasury of 
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From "Ahhos Mirabius." 
The mighty ghosts of our great Harrys rose, 

And anned Edwards looked with anxious eyes, 
To see this fleet among unequal foes, 

By which fate promised them their Charles should rise. 
Meantime the Belgians tack upon our rear, 

And raking chase-guns through our stems tbey send ; 
Close by, their fire-ships like jackals appear, 

Who on their lions for the prey attend. 
Silent in smoke of cannon tbey come on : 

Such vapnurs once did fiery Cacus hide : 
In these the height of pleased revenge is shown, 

Who bum contented by another's side. 




"Annua MiratMlis" 

iS ■■ Miscellaniis" 

Sometimes from fighting squadrons of each fleet, 

Decei\eil themselves, or to preserve some friend. 
Two Bra-pplintr ^Etnas on the ocean meel. 

And English fires with Belgian flames contend. 
Now at each tack our little fleet grows less ; 

And, like maimed fowl, swim lagging on the main ; 
Their greater loss their numbers scarce confess, 

While they lose cheaper than the English gain. 
Have yoQ not seen, when, whistled from the fist. 

Some falcon stoops at what her eye designed, 
And, with her eagerness the ([uarry missed, 

Straight flies at check, and clips it down the wind? 
The dastard crow thai to the wood made wing. 

And sees the groves no shelter c:in afford. 
With her loud caws her cra\'en kind does bring. 

Who, safe in numbers, cuff the noble bird. 
Among the Dutch thus Albemarle did fare : 

He could not conquer, and disdained to fly: 
I'ast hope of safety, 'twas his latest care, 

Like falling Cassar. decently to die. 
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Of John Wilson (1622?-! 696?) very little is known. He was the son of the Mitwr 
Rev. Aaron Wilson, of Plymouth, was bom perhaps at Caermarthen, was educated at ^^^'^*^'*^ 
Exeter College, Oxford, became a student of Lincoln's Inn, and was called to the Bar 
about 1649. He became secretary to the Duke of York, by whose recommendation 
he was admitted to the service of the Duke of Ormonde, Lord- Lieutenant of Ireland. 
It is probable that he wrote his plays soon after the Restoration, and took advantage 
of a visit to London, when the theatres were fully resuscitated, to bring them before 
the public. At all events, his three best pieces, The Cheats and The Projectors and 
the tragedy of Andronicus Commenius, were all published in 1664-65. Wilson was 
appointed Recorder of Londonderry in 1681, and held that post until the siege in 
1689. It is believed that he joined James II. in Dublin, and later found his way to 
Ix)ndon, where he died, near Leicester Fields, in or about 1696. He was the author 
of some legal and historical works, and is spoken of by a contemporary libeller as 
*' little Wilson." 

Roger Boyle, Earl of Orrery (i 621-1679), was the younger brother of 
Richard, Earl of Burlington and Cork, and fifth son of the great Earl of Cork. 
He was born on the 25th of April 1621, and in 1628 became Lord Broghill. He 
was educated in Dublin^ and at a very early age discovered extraordinary talents. 
When he was fourteen, an older brother, Lord Kynalmeaky, took him to France 
and Italy for the Grand Tour ; they returned to find the Civil War just breaking 
out. At the age of twenty, Lord Broghill married Lady Margaret Howard, and set 
out for Ireland, where war had now broken out, and where the young people were 
presently besieged in Lismore Castle. During the Civil War and tne Common- 
wealth, Broghill behaved with unfailing energy and tact, conquering the goodwill 
of Cromwell without ever failing in his loyalty to Charles II., who, on the 5th of 
September 1660, created him Earl of Orrery, and placed him at the head of public 
affairs in Ireland. The plays of Lord Orrery were written to divert the leisure 
of his Court in Dublin, but were afterwards brought out, with great magnificence 
of costume, at the Duke of York's Theatre in London. They were collected as Four 
New Plays in 1670, having appeared in separate folio pamphlets during the preceding 
year. Mustapha^ a romantic tragedy of Turkish conquest, appears to be the earliest 
of these heroic plays in rhyme, and is the most readable. After the death of Lord 
Orrery, which took place on the i6th of October 1679, ^^^ more tragedies and 
two so-called comedies of his were published, and his complete dramatic works 
in 1759. 

Tliomas Shadwell (1640-1692) was born of good family at Lawton Hall in 
Norfolk, and was bred to the law, but left Caius College, Cambridge, without taking 
a degree, in 1656, and neglected his studies for poetry and the society of the wits. 
His first play, The Sullen Lovers, 1668, a comedy in the manner of Ben Jonson, 
succeeded at Lincoln's Inn Fields, and Shadwell became a regular writer for the stage. 
He threw in his lot with the Whigs, who as early as 1675 set him up as a rival to Dryden, 
and when the latter went over to Rome in 1688, Shadwell was appointed poet 
laureate and historiographer-royal in his place. He died suddenly at Chelsea on the 
19th of November 1692, in consequence of an overdose of opium. His figure was 
coarse, unwieldy, and obese, and his conversation, which was profane and indelicate, 
was remarkable for its ungentlemanlike vulgarity of dialect. Shadwell had a certain 
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phpicil likeness to Ben Jonson, and this he delighted in emphuioing. With all bii 
faults he was not unamiable, and, whatever Diyden may have protestedi be was 
certainly not dulL His seventeen plays, the 
greater number of which are comedies of 
manners, have both humour and invention. 
Perhaps the best of Shadwelfa dramas is 7%« 
Virtuoso, 1676, the most entertaining work of 
its class between Ben Jonson and Oongieve. 

John Crowne (i645?-i705?) is said to 
have been the son of an Independent m!n!»te 
in Nova Scotia, who is also styled "Colunel^ 
Crowne. He hated the rough life in Ameria 
and in order to escape from it he accc|)ied " ttal 
formal and disgustii^ situation of being gentld 
man-usher to an old independent bdy" 
England. He soon grew tired of this cirudgei^ 
and having brought out with some success i 
tragi-comedy of Ju^ama in 1671, be look I 
Thomas Sli*dweU **>* ^'^^ ^ * profession. Crowne was palro 

f>,«,z>o*., ■.!/;,«//«,„ ■■ '^ ^y '^^^ Rochester from 1675 to 1677. 

incurred the mahgnity of that OoUeman, who 
endeavoured to ruin him. Crowne, however, was protected by the king, anil far the 
next eight years was prosperous. The death of Charles II., who had his fatal a poplectic 
fit on the day when Crowne's best play. Sir Cmirtly Nice, was being finally n 
was fatal to his fortunes ; and, though he produced plays until 1698, Crowne d 
from sight after 1701. He was living in 1703, but probably died not long after; he 
was buried in St. Giles- in -the- Fields. He was called "Little Starch Johnny Crowne^* 
from the "stifT, unalterable primness of his long cravat." 

Elkanab Settle (16.18-17^4) was the son of Josias Settle, of Dunstable, where 
he was born on the ist of February 1648. He was entered a commoner of Trini^ 
College, Oxford, but left the university without taking a degree, and came to London 
to try and live by poetry. He was originally a Whig in politics. His first play, 
Cambyses, enjoyed considerable success in 1666, although not printed until 1671, and 
Settle was used by Rochester as a cai's-]jaw to annoy Dryden. In 1673, Settle "was 
a formidable rival to Mr. Dryden, and not only the town, but the university of 
Cambridge, was much divided in their opinions, and in both places the younger fry 
inclined to Elkanah," who published his Empress of Morocco, the earliest English play 
decorated with plates. In Absalom and Aehitophtl Dryden had his revenge, immortalis- 
ing the fluent poetaster as Doeg, who 

" f.igolted his notions as they fell, 
And, if they rhymed and rattled, all was well." 

After the Revolution, Settle fell into disfavour at court, and at one time he had to 
enlist as a trooper. It is not known how he contrived to live. In 1691, however, he 
was appointed city poet, and returned to the stage, publishing a considerable number of 
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was appointed city poet, and returned to the stage, publishing a considerable number of 



plays. Al the close of his life ht 
positively wagged a serpent-tail i 
leather suit of his own invention. 



was a servant in a booth at Bartholomew Fair, and 
a Smithfield puppet-show, as a monster in a green 



" Poor Elkan^h, all other chati;;es past, 
For bread, in Smithfield drajjons hissed at last, 
Spil streams of fire to make the butchers gape.' 

After this final ignominy, Settle was admitted to the Cliartcrhouse, where Im died as 
a poor brother on the izth of I-ebruary 1724. "He was a man nf tall siature, 
red face, and short black hair." He is the most amusing specimen of the poetaster, 
pure and simple, that English literature supplies us with. 



<cv, Humphrey Otway of Ohat^ 
of March 1652. He went , 
■ to Christ Church College, 
rsity, and refused to enter 



Thomas Otway (1652-1685) was the 
^\'oolbeding in Sussex ; he was born at 'I'rott 
to school at Winchester, and in 1669 passed 
Oxford. He was in an idle, fashionable s( 
holy orders, for which he had 
been prepared ; he left Ox- 
ford, indeed, without taking a 
degree. He was very early 
attracted to the stage, on which 
he seems to have made a 
disastrous public appearance 
as early as 1671. For twelve 
months he was a cornet in a 
troop of horse. In 1675 we 
find Otway settled in London, 
and producing at the Duke's 
Theatre his first play, the 
tragedy of Alcibiades, in which 
Mrs. Barry appeared. No 
characters became the genius 
of this great actress so well as 
those which Otway wrote for 
her ; and it is probable that 
from the first he was incurably 
infatuated with the beauty and 
rebellious vivacity of Mrs. 
Barry. In Don Carlos {xd-id), 
Otway achieved a popular 
success, and was recognised 
as a dangerous rival to Dry- 
den himself. In 1677 he was 
engaged on translation from Racine and Moliere, and in 1678 he is believed 
to have volunteered as a trooper, under the Duke of Monmouth, in the Low 
Countries. He relumed to London after the peace of Nijmwegtn, "ragged and 
starved, with his tattered garments full of vermin," although he had been promoted in 
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November to be a lieutenant Otway now settled down ^ain to the writing of plays, 
and 1680 is the year in which we find this most unlucky of poets in the highest com- 
parative state of prosperity. It was then that he produced TXf Orphan, long 



esteemed as the very masterpiece of tragic patht 
graphical poem, The Poet's Complaint of his Muse. 
disbanded soldier" was again suffering from 
temporarily relieved by the bounty of the Duche; 
dedicated in i68i, his Venite Prestn-ed, which is, 
prodi 



;, and his ru^ed, faintly autobio- 
It seems that in 1681 the "poor 
; poverty, from which he was 
5 of Portsmouth. To that lady he 
on the whole, the most meritorious 
ction of the English drama during 
the period from 1660 to 1700, In this 
year, as is supposed, Otway made a final 
effort to secure the affections of Mrs. 
Barry; a collection of letters, addressed 
to this actress, was accidentally preserved, 
and published long after Olway's death. 
It appears that she discouraged him ; 
he was, we can hardly doubt, no eligible 
suitor. Nothing was left to Otway but, 
he says, to "curse womankind for ever." 
During the last three years of Olway's 
life we know little of him, except that 
he was sunken in misery and besotted 
with drink, and that he produced one 
indifferent tragedy. The Atheist (1684). 
His latest work was his poem of Windsor 
Forest, 1685. His end was obscure and 
terrible. There is no reason to doubt 
that he died on the i4lh of April 1685, 
but the exact circumstances are matters of 
conjecture. The accepted version of the 
Story is that he ventured out of a sponging-housc on Tower Hiil, driven by the 
pangs of hunger, and begged of the passers-by. Seeing a gentleman of a more 
cultivated air than the rest, he called out, " I am Otway, the poet ! " The person 
accosted, shocked to see so great a genius in so melancholy a fiosition, gave him a 
guinea, upon which Otway rushed to the nearest baker's, and, ravenously swallow- 
ing a piece of bread, choked with it and died. According to another report, 
Otway died of fever. What is not doubtful is that he was reduced, at the age of 
only thirty-three, to conditions of the most abject poverty. No contemporary notice 
of his dealh has been discovered. In the whole chronicle of the miseries of genius 
there is no more melancholy story than that of the author of Venice Preserved. 
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From "Venice Preserved." 

Jaffier, Is this the Roman virtue ? this the blood 
That boasts its purity with Cato*s daughter ? 
Would she have e'er betrayed her Brutus ? 

Belvidera, No I 

For Brutus trusted her : wert thou so kind, 
What would not Belvidera suffer for thee ? 

Jaffier. I shall undo myself, and tell thee all. 

Belvidera, Look not upon me, as I am a woman, 
But as a bone, thy wife, thy friend, who long 
Has had admission to thy heart, and there 
Studied the virtues of thy gallant nature ; 
Thy constancy, thy courage, and thy truth, 
Have been my daily lesson : I have learnt them, 
Am bold as thou, can suffer or despise 
The worst of fates for thee ; and with thee share them. 

Jaffier. Oh, Thou divinest Power ! look down and hear 
My prayers ! instruct me to reward this virtue I 
Yet think a little, ere thou tempt me further ; 
Think I've a tale to tell will shake thy nature, 
Melt all this boasted constancy thou talk'st of 
Into vile tears and despicable sorrows : 
Then if thou should'st betray me ! 

Belvidera, Shall I swear? 

Jaffier, No, do not swear ; I will not violate 
Thy tender nature with so rude a bond ; 
But, as thou hop'st to see me live my days 
And love thee long, lock this within thy breast ; 
I've bound myself by all the strictest sacraments, 
Divine and human — 

Belvidera, Speak ! 

Jaffier. To kill thy father — 

Belvidera. My father ! 

Jaffier, Nay, the throats of the whole Senate 

Shall bleed, my Belvidera I he amongst us 
That spares his father, brother, or his friend. 
Is damned ! how rich and beauteous will the face 
Of ruin look, when these wide streets run blood ; 
I and the glorious partners of my fortune 
Shouting, and striding o'er the prostrate dead ; 
Still to new waste ; whilst thou, far off in safety 
Smiling, shall see the wonders of our daring ; 
And when night comes, with praise and love receive me. 

Nathaniel Lee (1650?-! 69 2), was probably the eldest son of Dr. Richard Lee, Lee 
rector of Hatfield, where he was bom about 1650. He was educated at Westminster, 
and was admitted a scholar of Trinity College, Cambridge, in July 1665. He took 
his degree in 1668, and soon after came up to London to live by the stage. He 
became an actor in 1672, and his first play, Nero^ was produced in 1675. From 
this year to 1681 he enriched dramatic literature with eight tragedies of bombastic 
character, but singularly consistent and original in style. Soon after the latter date, 
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Lee, who had always been excitable, b^;an to show ugns of definite moital doange- 
ment, but these were not severe enon^ to prevent him from combinii^ with Dryden 

in writing Tkt Duke of Guise, 
in 1683. In 1684, however, 
Lee became violently insane, 
and in November had to be 
confined in Bedlam, where 
he remained for more than 
four years, until he was dis- 
charged, cured, in 1689. He 
published two more tragedies, 
both, it is probable, written 
before bis illness ; but on 
a cold night early in the 
spring of 1693, returning 
home "overladen with wine," 
he fell down as he was pass- 
ing through Clare Market, 
and was found dead in the 
morning, having been, as is 
supposed, stunned by his 
£all and stifled in the snow. 
He was buried on the 6th 
of May in the church of SL 
Clement's Danes. Two of 
Lee's tragedies, his Theodoa'us 
(1680) and his Alexander 
the Great; or. The Rival 
Queens (1677), remained stock-pieces long after every other tragical product of the 
Restoration theatre was obsolete, and the second of these did not go out of fashion 
for a century and a half. 
A Specimen of the conversation in the tragedy of Gloriana (1676) will give 
an idea of Lee's high-flown versification, and a typical instance of the English 
rhymed play : — 




Natiumlel Lee 

« Engraving after the Ptrirait by DiAsm 



Gloriana {aside). Just Heaven does sure this god-like m 
To bear me from the tyrant's lust and pride. 
Beauty, if thou did'st ever, aid me now, 
That I may make this haughty gazer bow — 
This heavenly youth ; oh I force him to adore, 
To love me only, I'll ne'er ask thee more. 

Ccesar {aside). Why beats my heart as I had poison ta'ei 
What means my burning breast and giddy brain ? 
Swift thrilling cold with panic terror flies, 
And an unusual thaw dissolves my eyes. 
If Love thou art, I will not take the wound ; 
My armour shall thy pointed darts confound ; 
I'll draw them, if they cannot be withstood, 
Though to the feathers, drinking in my blood. 
Then shake them at her eyes with fixed disdain, 
And hurl them to thy godhead back again. 






EVELYN 

Gleriaiia {to Casar). It you in fields have purchased liigh r 
Have with persisting virtue wonders done, 
And wreaths, reivards of toilinjj valour, won. 
Now in a princess' quarrel lift your sword : 
Fate never did a nobler cause afford. 
liy all the mighty battles you have fought, 
By all the trophies you with blood have bought, 
A royal suffering virgin's wrongs redress. 
And kin the giant vice that would oppress ! 

Cefsar. 1 meet the summons swifi and snatch the joy. 
Kindling at death, and panting to destroy ; 
Another sword like mine you'll ne'er employ. 
War tt'as my mistress, and 1 loved her long ; 
She loved my music, shoutings were my song, 
.\nd clashing arms tliat echoed through the plain, 
Neighings of horses, groans of dying men. 
Notes which the trump and hoarser drum affords. 
And dying sounds rising from falls of swords. 
Command dispatch and bid your lightning tly ! 
I'll flash, rii kill, I'll conquer in your eye, 
And, after all, here yield my breath and die. 



While we study the noble 
critical prefaces of Drydeti 
we perceive that Enghsh 
prose has taken fresh forms 
and a new coherency. 
Among the many candi- 
dates for the praise of 
having reformed our wild 
and loose methods in prose, 
John Evelyn seems to be 
the one who best deserves 
it. He was much the oldest 
of the new writers, and 
he was, perhaps, the very 
earliest to go deliberately to 
French models of brevity 
and grace. Early in the 
Commonwealth he was as 
familiar with La Motte le 
Vayer as with Aristotle ; 
he looked both ways and 
embraced all culture. Yet 
Evelyn is not a great writer ; 
he aims at more than he 
reaches. There is notable 
in his prose, as in the verse 
of Cowley, constant irregu- 




Joha Evelju 

From an old Engmvi 



larity of workmanship, and a score of faults have to be atoned for by 
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one startling beauty. Evelyn, therefore, is a pioneer ; but the true artificers 
of modern English prose are a group of younger men of divers fortunes, all, 
strangely enough, born between 1628 and 1634. In genealogical order the 

names of the makers 
of modem style 
may be given thus 
— ^Temple, Barrow, 
Tillotson, Halifax, 
Dryden, Locke, and 
South, 




John Evelyn 

(1620-1706) was botn 
at Wotton, in Surrey, 
on the 31st of Octo- 
ber 1620, and was the 
son of Mr. Richard 

Evelyn, who in 1633 was High Sheriff of Surrey and Sussex. He was sent 

in 1625 to live with his grandmother at Lewes; in 1637 he entered BalUol 

College, Oxford, as a fellow-commoner. In 1643, after the death of his father, 

and after fighting for a while for the king, Evelyn started on the European 

Grand Tour, and did not return to England to live until 1647. His earliest 

work was a translation from La Motte le Vayer, 0/ Libtrty and Servitude (1649). 

He lived abroad again for some years, and did not visit England until 1651, 

when he took a house at Deptford. At the Restoration, his scientific and literary 

energies awakened ; he was one of those who started the Royal Society in 1661. His 

famous Syh-a was published 

in 1664. The remainder of 

Evelyn's life was active and 

useful, and ho served on a 

great number of committees. 

The death nf his nephew in 

1691 made him the master 

of Wotton, and he went there 

to reside in 1694, His latest 

publication was a volume on 

salads, Acetaria (1699). He 

died at Wotton on the 27lh 

of 1-ebmary 1706,- and was 

buried in the parish church. 

The niary of John Evelyn, 

which is now his principal 

claim to recollection, was kept from the knowledge of the public until i! 

Mrs. Evelyn of Wotton was persuaded to allow William Uray to edit it. It is . 

irregular and verj' picturesque chronicle of the events of Evelyn's life from 1641 

within three weeks of his death in 1706. 




Wotton Church 
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From Evelyn's " Diary." 

The Bantam, or East India Ambassadors, being invited to dine ai Lord George 
Berkeley's {now Earl), 1 went lo the entertainment to contemplate the exotic guests. 
They were both very hard-favoured, nnd much resembling in countenance some sort of 
monkeys. We eat at two tables, the Ambassadors and interpreter by themselves. Their 
garments were rich Indian silks, flowered with gold, niz. a close waistco.Tt to their knees, 
drawers, naked legs, and on their heads caps made like fruit-baskets. They wore poisoned 
daggers at their bosoms, the hafts carved with some ugly serpents' or devils' heads, 
exceeding keen, and of Damascus metal. They wore no sword. The second Ambassador 
(sent, it seems, to succeed in case the first should die by the way in so lediiUis a journey), 
having been at Mecca, wore a Turkish or Arab sash, a little part of the linen hanging 
down behind his neck, with some other difTcrencc of habit, and was half a negro, bare- 
legged and naked feet, and deemed a very holy man. They sate crossed- legged like 
Turks, and sometimes in the posture of apes and monkeys ; their nails and teeth as black 
as jet, and shining, which being the etTcel, as to their Icclh, of perpetually chewing betel 
to preserve them from the tooth-ache, much racing in their country, is esteemed beautiful. 

The first Ambassador was of an olive hue, a flat face, narrow' eyes, s(|iiat nose, and 
Moorish lips, "no hair appeared ; they wore several rinfj^i of silver, gold, and copper on 
their lingers, which was a token of knighthood or nobility. They were of J.iva Major, 
whose princes have been turned Mahoniedans not above tifty years since ; the inhabitants 
are still pagans and idolaters. They seemed of a dull and h<'avy consiiiuiion, not 
wondering at any thing they saw ; but exceedingly aslnnished how our law gave us 
propriety in our estates, and so thinking wc were all kings, for ihcy could ncn be made 
to comprehend how subjects could possess any thing but at ilie pleasure of ihcir I'rince, 
they being all slaves ; they were pleased with thi" nolion, .md aitmircd our happiness. 
They were vcr>' sober, and 1 believe subtle in their way. 
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Among the pioneers of prose style, the tradition of the eighteenth century 
gave the first place to John Tillotson, Archbishop of Canterbury, whose in- 
fluence on his contemporaries, and particularly on Dryden, was supposed to 
be extreme. Later criticism has questioned tlie possibility of this; and, 

indeed, it can be demon- 
strated that until after he 
was raised to the primacy 
in 1691 tlie pubhcations of 
Tillotson were scattered and 
few; he seemed to with- 
draw from notice behind 
the fame of such friends as 
Barrow and Wilkins. But 
it must not be forgotten 
that all this time Tillotson 
was preaching, and that as 
early as 1665 his sermons 
were accepted as the most 
popular of the age. The 
clergy, we are told, came 
to his Tuesday lectures "to 
form their minds," and, if 
so, young writers may well 
have attended them to form 
their style. The celebrated 
sweetness of Tillotson's 
character is reflected in his 
works, where the storms 
and passions of his career 
Til ta n n seem to have totally sub- 

sided. Urbanity and a bal- 

AfUrlhe Porlrail by Mrs. Btale , , ^ , , 

anced decorum are found 
throughout the serene and insinuating periods of this elegant latitudinarian. 
It is said of him that "there never was a son of absurdity that did not 
dislike, nor a sensible reader who did not approve his writings." He was a 
typical child of the Restoration, in that, not having very much to say, he 
was assiduous in saying what he had in the most graceful and intelligible 
manner possiblf. 

John Tillotson (1630-1694) was bom at Haugh End, near Sowerby, in York- 

shiro, about Michaelmas Day, 1630. His father, Rol>ert Tillotson, a considerable 
clothier, who was a rigid Puritan, was particularly anxious that his son should 
remain staunch to Calvinist principles. The boy was therefore sent to Clare 
Hall, Cambridge, in 1647, to be under the Presbyterian divine, I>r, Clarkson. 
Tillotson was a fair, but not a brilliant scholar at the university; he became a 
fellow of liis college in 1651, He had "always found something not agreeable to 
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the natural sweetness of his temper " in the Puritan doctrines, and his powers began 
to exp)and when the study of Chillingworth, about 1654, opened his eyes to a 
theology less narrow than that in which he had been bred. In 1660 he was 
ordained in London by the Scotch Bishop of Galloway, yet still adhered to the 
Presbyterians, and as a member of that body was ejected from his fellowship at 
Clare Hall. In 166 1, however, Tillotson complied with the Act of Uniformity, 
and was appointed to a curacy at Cheshunt, in Herts. Two years later, a sermon 
that Tillotson happened 

to preach at St. Law- C^^^t^Tt/wn^Cfoft^ iz . J>Q, 

rence Jewry so delighted 
the Benchers of Lin- 
coln's Inn, that they 
immediately appointed 
him resident preacher 
to their Society. He 
now became celebrated 
as a theological lecturer, 
introducing into preach- 
ing a more rational and 
decorous style of lan- 
guage and delivery than 
congregations had been 
used to from the Puri- 
tans. In 1664, Tillot- 
son married Elizabeth 
French, the niece of 
Oliver Cromwell. He 
was suspected of still 
leaning towards the 
Dissenters ; and, indeed, 
it was true that, until 
the very end of his life, 
Tillotson never ceased 
to hop>e that the schism 
in the churches might 
be healed. He was 
made Dean of Canter- Autograph Letter of Tillotson 

bury in 1672, in spite of his having given great offence at court by his sermons 
against Popery. In 1677, when the Prince and Princess of Orange were pro- 
ceeding to Holland in great discomfort, and lacking some of the necessaries of 
life, Tillotson braved court opinion by entertaining them at his deanery, and facili- 
tating their journey. In later years this act was not forgotten. For the next 
ten years his life was uneventful, except for the theological disputes in which 
the Dean was engaged ; but when William III. came to the throne, his host at 
Canterbury was not overlooked. In 1690, on the deprivation of Sancroft, the king 
was importunate that Tillotson should become Primate; but the Dean was already 
unpopular with his fellow-clergy, and shrank from the ordeal of being lifted, in this 
almost unprecedented way, over the heads of all the English bishops. He hesitated 










120 HISTORY OF ENGLISH UTERATURE 

long, from February 1690 to April 1691, when he at last consented to be nominated 

to the Archbishopric. As Primate, Tillotson enjoyed the closest favour, both of 

William III. and of Mary II., but continued unpopular among the cleigy at large. 

On the iSth of November 1694, while preaching in Whitehall Chapel, Tillotson 

had a stroke of apoplexy, which he was able so far to suppress as not to interrupt 

the service. He died, however, on the fourth day after, and was buried in the 

church of St. Lawrence Jewry. William III. mourned his archbishop with sincerity ; 

the king attributed *' his safety on the throne, in a great measure, to his most loyal 

subject," Tillotson. Charm was the predominant feature of this eminent divine; 

he was graceful and handsome in figure and face, very blonde, with bushy brown 

hair and bright eyes. As a preacher, he was universally admitted to be the most 

eloquent of his generation, and, except on the subject of Papists, his delioite suavity 

never quitted him. His published writings are but his sermons enlarged and 

elaborated. 

From Tillotson's "Sermons." 

How often might a man, after he had jumbled a set of letters in a bag, fling them out 
upon the ground before they would fall into an exact poem, yea, or so much as make a good 
discourse in prose ? And may not a little book be as easily made by chance as this great 
volume of the world ? How long might a man be in sprinkling colours upon a canvas with 
a careless hand before they could happen to make the exact picture of a man? And is a 
man easier made by chance than his picture? How long might twenty thousand blind 
men, which should be sent out from the several remote parts of England, wander up and 
down before they would all meet upon Salisbury Plains, and fall into rank and file in the 
exact order of an army ? And yet this is much more easy to be imagined than how the 
innumerable blind parts of matter should rendezvous themselves into a world. 

By the side of Tillotson, Isaac Barrow appears ponderous and even 
long-winded. He belongs to the new school more by what he avoids than by 
what he attains. He was a man of great intellectual force, who, born into 
an age which was beginning to stigmatise certain faults in its predecessor, 
was able to escape those particular errors of false ornament and studied 
quaintness, but could not train his somewhat elephantine feet to dance on 
the tight-rope of delicate ease. The matter of Barrow is always solid and 
virile, and he has phrases of a delightful potency. In considering the place 
of the great divines in the movement of literature, it is to be borne in mind 
that sermons were now to a vast majority of auditors their principal in- 
tellectual pabulum. In days when there were no newspapers, no magazines, 
no public libraries, and no popular lectures, when knowledge was but 
sparsely distributed in large and costly books, all who were too decent to 
encounter the rough speech and lax morality of the theatre had no source of 
literary entertainment open to them except the churches. We groan 
nowadays under the infliction of a long sermon, but in the seventeenth 
century the preacher who stopped within the hour defrauded an eager 
audience of a pleasure. It is not necessary to suppose that with the decay 
of puritanical enthusiasm the appetite for listening to sermons came to an 
end. On the contrary, public taste became more eclectic, and a truly popular 
divine was more than ever besieged in his pulpit. To these conditions the 
preachers lent themselves, and those who had literary skill revelled in 
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opportunities which were soon to quit them for the essayist and the journalist. 
Nor was the orthodoxy of the hour so strenuous that it excluded a great 
deal of poUtical and social allusion. Sermons and books of divinity were 
expected to entertain. There are few treatises of the age so lively as the 
religious pamphlets of the author of the Whole Duly of Man^ and it was 
an appreciator of the wicked wit of South who protested that his addresses 
should be called, not Sunday, but week-day sermons. 

Isaac Barrow (1630-1677) was the son of King Charles I.'s linen-draper, 
Thomas Barrow. He was sent to school at the Charterhouse, wiiero he principally 
distinguished himself by fighting his schoolfellows. His father was heard lo say that 
" if it pleased God to take any of his children, he often solemnly wished it might be 
Isaac." But at school at 
Fslsted he made great pro- 
gress, and in 1645 he was 
removed to Trinity College, 
Cambridge, where he came 
under the inflvience of his 
uncle, Isaac Barrow, after- 
wards Bishop of St. Asaph, 
But the latter was ejected 
from his collie of Peterhouse 
by the Puritans, and the 
family lost everything by 
adhering to the king's cause. 
The younger Isaac, however, 
continued to cling to Trinity, 
being in 1649 elected a fellow 
of (hat college; and before 
he was twenty-five he had 
gained a solid reputation as 
a Greek scholar and as a 
mathematician. In 1655, 
Barrow determined to see 
the world, and got as far as 
Asia Minor. On the voyage 
from Italy to Smyrna the ship 
was attacked by pirates from 
Algiers, and the future divine, taking charge of a gun, fought with the greatest 
determination until the enemy withdrew. Barrow has described the battle in 
Latin verse and prose. He lived more than a year in Constantinople, studying 
the writings of SL Chrysostom, and returned to England, after an absence of four 
years, by Venice — where he was nearly burned at sea — Germany and Holland in 
1659. Barrow in 1660 was chosen without a competitor to be Greek professor 
at Cambridge, and in 1663 he was appointed the first I.ucasian professor of mathe- 
matics at the same university. But as he found that " he could not make a Bible 
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out of his Euclid, nor a pulpit out of his mathemstical chair," he res^ned the latter in 
1669 in favour of his pupil, Isaac Newton, after publishing his Lectionti Optica, which 
Newton revised. For a nhile,^ Barrow was without definite employment, and a little 
out of temper with the world ; but in 1673, Pearson being made Bishop of Chester, 
Barrow received the Mastership of Trinity. The king said that the post was given 
to Barrow as to " the best scholar in England." He held it only five years, for 
during a visit to London, where he was preaching the Passion sermon in the Guildhall, 
he died, after a very short illness, "in mean lodgings over a saddler's shop near 
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Charing Cross," on the 4th of May 1677. Barrow was buried in Westminster Abbey. 
He was mourned as certainly the most learned man of his day ; and when ihe range of 
IJarrow's erudition is considered, in mathematics, optics, classical research, theology, 
and philosophy, the equipment of his mind was quite extraordinary, especially as he 
had only reached the age of forty-seven. He was a very fine preacher, but he had the 
defect of excessive length. Once, when he was preaching at Westminster Abbey, he 
continued speaking so long, that the vergers were forced at length to set the organs 
playing "till they had blowcd him down." Some of his sermons are said to have been 
prepared for a delivery of over four hours each, A great many entertaining anecdotes 
are preserved of Barrow's habits in a memorial letter which Abraham Hill wrote to 
TiUotson. He was considered intemperate in the use of fruit and of tobacco. His 
theological works, four massive folios, were posthumously published in 1683-89, under 
the editorial care of Tillotson. to whom the MSS. were given by Barrow's father, who 
survived him until 1687, 
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From Barrow's "Pleasantness of Religion." 

Wisdom acquaints us with ourselves, our own temper and constitution, our propensions 
and passions, our habitudes and capacities ; a thing not only of mighty advantage, but of 
infinite pleasure and content to us. No man in the world less knows a fool than himself; 
nay, he is more than ignorant, for he constantly errs in the point, taking himself for, and 
demeaning himself as, toward another, a better, a wiser, and abler man than he is. He 
hath wonderful conceits of his own qualities and faculties ; he affects commendations 
incompKJtent to him ; he soars at employment surpassing his ability to manage. No 
comedy can represent a mistake more odd and ridiculous than his : for he wanders, and 
stares, and hunts after, but never can find nor discern himself: but always encounters 
with a false shadow instead thereof, which he passionately hugs and admires. But a wise 
man, by constant observation and impartial reflection upon himself, grows very familiar 
with himself; he perceives his own inclinations, which, if bad, he strives to alter and 
correct ; if good, he cherishes and corroborates them : he apprehends the matter he is 
fitting for, and capable to manage, neither too mean and unworthy of him, nor too high 
and difficult for him ; and those applying his care to, he transacts easily, cheerfully, and 
successfully. So being neither puffed up with vain and over-weening opinion, nor de- 
jected with heartless diffidence of himself, neither admiring nor despising ; neither 
irksomely hating, nor fondly loving himself; he continues in good humour, maintains a 
sure friendship and fair correspondence with himself, and rejoices in the retirement and 
private conversation with his own thoughts : whence flows a pleasure and satisfaction 
inexpressible. 

From the rapid and luminous compositions of the divines, it was but a Temple 
step to the masters of elegant mundane prose. Cruel commentators have 
conspired to prove that there was no subject on wiiich Sir William Temple 
was so competent as to excuse the fluency with which he wrote about it. 
That the matter contained in the broad volumes of his Works is not of great 
extent or value must be conceded ; but style does not live by matter only, 
and it is the bright modern note, the ease and grace, the rapidity and lucidity, 
that give to Temple his faint but perennial charm. He is the author, too, of 
one famous sentence, which may be quoted here, because it marks in a very 
clear way the movement of English prose. Let us listen to the cadence of 
these words : — 

"When all is done, human life is, at the greatest and the best, but like a froward 
child, that . must be played with and humoured a little to keep it quiet till it falls 
asleep, and then the care is over." 

This is the modern manner of using English. It is divided by an abysm 
from the prose of the Commonwealth, and in writing such a sentence Temple 
showed himself nearer to the best authors of our living age than he was to 
such contemporaries of his ow-n as Hobbes or Browne. 

Sir William Temple (i 628-1 699), the son of Sir John Temple, was born in 
Blackfriars in 1628. He was educated at the rectory of Penshurst until 1 638, and for the 
next five years at Bishop Stortford. After spending two years at home, " being hindered 
by the disorders of the time from going to the university," Temple entered Emmanuel 
College, Cambridge, in 1646. At college he gave his time chiefly to acquiring French 
and Spanish, and early in 1647 began to travel. On his way to France, he met Miss 
I^orothy Osbom in the Isle of Wight, and engaged himself to her. Seven years later 
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they married, on Temple's return from the Continent. At the Restoration he was 
given employment in Ireland, and entered Parliament in 1661 as one of the members 
for County Carlow. Temple did so well in Ireland that he was entrusted, on his 
return to England in 1665, with diplomatic business in the Low Countries. With 
the exception of a brief period, during which he sulked at home at Sheen, the next 

twenty years of Temple's life 
were spent in active and 
capable diplomacy, mainly in 
Holland. His first published 
work of any imjwrtance was 
the Observations upon the 
Netherlands^ of 1672. He 
was much annoyed at what 
he considered the king's in- 
gratitude in striking his name 
out of the Privy Council in 
1681, and he determined to 
retire from public life. He 
purchased a small estate. 
Moor Park, near Famham, 
and to overtures from the 
king replied that he "would 
always live a good subject, 
but, whatever happened, would 
never enter again upon any 
public employment." He was 
much disturbed by the suicide 
of his son, who threw himself 
out of a boat in which he 
was shooting London Bridge 
1689, and in 1695, I^dy 




Sir William Temple 
Afirr Ihc Portniil by Sir I'rUr l..-lt 
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Swift lived at Moor Park as his secretary and 
Works {1700-1703), which were largely postl- 
on the 27tb of January 1699, at Moor Park ; 
under the sun-dial in his garden, and the rest 
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IJccause 1 take the garden I have named to have been in all kinds the most beautiful 
and perfect, at least in the figure and disposition, that 1 have ever seen, I will describe it 
for a model to those that meet with such a situation, and are above the regards of common 
expense. It lies on the side of a hill (upon which the house stands), but not very steep. 
The length of the house, where the best rooms and of most use or pleasure are, lies upon 
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the breadth of the garden, the great parlour opens into the middle of a terras gravel-walk 
that lies even with it, and which may be, as I remember, about three hundred paces long, 
and broad in proportion ; the border set with standard laurels, and at large distances, 
which have the beauty of orange-trees out of flower and fruit : from this walk are three 
descents by many stone steps, in the middle and at each end, into a very large parterre. 
This is divided into quarters by gravel walks, and adorned with two fountains and eight 
statues in the several quarters ; at the end of the terras walk are two summer-houses, and 
the sides of the parterre are ranged with two large cloisters, open to the garden, upon 
arches of stone, and ending with two other summer-houses even with the cloisters, which 
are paved with stone, and designed for walks of shade, there being none other in the whole 
parterre. Over these two cloisters are two lerrasses covered with lead, and fenced with 
balusters ; and the passage into these airy walks is out of the two summer-houses, at the 
end of the first tenas-walk. The cloister facing the south is covered with vines, and would 
have been proper for an orange-house, and the other for myrtles, or other more common 
greens ; and had, I doubt not, been cast for thai purpose, if this piece of gardening had 
been then in as much vogue as it is now. 

Of all those, however, who contrived to clarify and civilise the prose of Halifax 
the Restoration, and to make it a vehicle for gentle irony and sparkling 
humour, the most notable was 
"Jotham, of piercing wit and preg- 
nant thought." There exists som- 
tiresome doubt about the biblio- 
graphy of the Marquis of Halifax, 
for his anonymous miscellanies were 
not collected until he had been five 
years dead. But no one questions I 
the authenticity of Advice to a Daugh- 
ter ; and if internal evidence, proof I 
by style and temper, are worth any- I 
thing at all, they must confirm I 
tradition that it is to the same pen 
we owe the Character of a Trimmer 
and the Anatomy of an Equivalent. 
In these ironic tracts, so adroit, so 
grave, so graceful, we find ourselves 
far indeed from the storm and tur- 
moil of the Commonwealth. In 

Halifax we see the best and most sympathetic side of the Restoration, its 
conservative scepticism, its reserve, its urbane and moderate virtue. In a 
letter to Cotton, Halifax confesses that his favourite reading had always been 
Montaigne, and he is a link between that delicious essayist and the Spectators 
and Tallers of a later age. 

George Savile, first Marquis of Halifax (1633-1695) was the son of Sir 
William Savile, of Thomhill, in Yorkshire, and his wife, Anne Coventry. He was 
bom on the nth of November 1633. Sir William Savile fought in the Civil 
Wars, and when he died in 1644, he left his children to the care of his young 
wife, who had a genius for political intrigue. In consequence of his long minority 
and his mother's care. Sir George found himself a wealthy man. In 1656 he married 
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Lady Dorothy Spencer, the daughter of Waller's Sacharissa. In 1660 he repre- 
sented Pontefract in the Convention Parliament which arranged for the Restora- 
tion, but his career, in the House was brief. About this time his great interest in 
naval matters began, and was greatly encouraged by the Dutch War. On New 
Year's Day, 1668, he was raised to the peerage as Baron Savile and Viscount HalifiEuc, 
and made Commissioner of Trade in 1669. His first wife died in 1670, and in 
1672 he married again, Gertrude Pierrepoint, a famous beauty. For many years 
Halifax continued to exercise a preponderating influence in the House of Lords, 
where, according to Burnet, he was one of the four strong politicians of the age. 
In 1679 he became paramount in the Privy Council, and rose rapidly in the royal 
favour. "He studied," we are told, "to manage the king's spirit by his lively and 
libertine conversation." In 1680 he retired from politics for some months to his 
seat at Rufford. In 168 1 he returned to London, and strongly supported the 
Grovemment, becoming Lord Privy Seal in 1682 ; this was the first office Halifax 
had held, and about the same time he was created a Marquis. His influence in 
political life continued to be solid until the death of Charles II., but James H. ex- 
cluded him from the Privy Council, of which Halifax was now President He con- 
tinued to be in disgrace at court until 1688. He turned his thoughts to literature, 
and to this period of retreat belong, in their final form, his most celebrated treatises, 
The Character of a Trimmer (which had been circulated in MS. at the end of 1684 or 
at the beginning of 1685), The Anatomy of an Equivalent^ and Advice to a Daughter y 
all of them anonymously printed in 1688. After the flight of James IL, Halifax 
consented to invite the Prince of Orange to take the throne, and he was the prime 
mover in the proclamation of William and Mary as king and queen. He was in office, 
as Lord Privy Seal, for a year, but retired in 1690, and remained in opposition until 
his death. He died very suddenly, after eating rather heavily of a roasted pullet, not 
without some suspicion of poison, on the 5th of April 1695, and was buried in 
Westminster Abbey. The miscellaneous writings of Halifax were first collected and 
published under his own name in 1700. 

From "Advice to a Daughter." 

Avoid being the first in fixing a hard censure, let it be confirmed by the general voice, 
before you give into it ; neither are you then to give sentence like a magistrate, or as if 
you had a special authority to bestow a good or ill name at your discretion. Do not dwell 
too long upon a weak side, touch and go away ; take pleasure to stay longer when you 
can commend, like bees that fix only upon those herbs out of which they may extract the 
juice of which their honey is composed. A virtue stuck with bristles is too rough for this 
age ; it must be adorned with some flowers, or else it will be unwillingly entertained ; so 
that even where it may be fit to strike, do it like a lady, gently ; and assure yourself, that 
where you care to do it, you will wound others more, and hurt yourself less, by soft strokes, 
than by being harsh or violent. 

The triumph of wit is to make your good nature subdue your censure ; to be quick in 
seeing faults, and slow in exposing them. You are to consider, that the invisible thing 
called a good name, is made up of the breath of good numbers that speak well of you ; so 
that if by a disobliging word you silence the meanest, the gale will be less strong which 
is to bear up your esteem. And though nothing is so vain as the eager pursuit of empty 
applause, yet to be well thought of and to be kindly used by the world, is like a glory 
about a woman's head ; 'tis a perfume she carrieth about with her, and leaveth wherever 
she goeth ; *tis a charm against ill-will. Malice may empty her quiver, but cannot 
wound ; the dirt will not stick, the jests will not take ; without the consent of the world 
a scandal doth not go deep ; it is only a slight stroke upon the injured party, and retumeth 
with greater force upon those that gave it. 
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It was characteristic o( the new age, anxious to fix the grounds of opinion 
and base thought in each province exactly, that it should turn to the pheno- 
mena of the human mind and inquire into the sources of knowledge. This 
work fell particularly to the share of that candid and independent philosopher 

JOHN Locke, and the 

celebrated Essay Concern- 
ing the Human Understand- 
ing (1690), in which he 
elaborates the thesis that 
all knowledge is derived 
from experience, marks a 
crisis in psychological lite- 
rature. Locke derived all 
our ideas from sensation 
and reflection, believing 
the mind to be a passive 
recipient of simple ideas, 
which it cannot in the first 
instance create, but can 
retain, and can so modify 
and multiply as to form 
that infinity of complex 
ideas which we call the 
Understanding. In short, 
he protested against the 
intuitionist doctrine of 
" innate notions " being 
brought into the world by 
the soul at birth. Where 
Locke's method and teach- 
ing, however, were pecu- 
liarly useful was in their admirable challenge to those pedantic assumptions 
and baseless propositions which had up to his time disturbed philosophy, 
Locke refuses to parley with the obscurities of llie schools, and he sits 
bravely in the dry and searching light of science. 

Locke's contributions to theology are marked by the same intense de- 
termination to arrive at truth, and he was accused of having been the 
unconscious father of the deists. But, in fact, in religion, as in philosophy, 
his attitude is not so much sceptical as scrupulous. He ardently desires to 
get rid of the dubious and the non-essential. His candour is not less dis- 
played in his tractates on education and government. Everywhere Locke 
is the embodiment of enlightened common-sense, toleration, and clairvoyance. 
He laid his hand on the jarring chords of the seventeenth century, and 
sought to calm and tune them, and in temperament, as in influence, he was 
the inaugurator of a new age of thought and feeling. He was the most 
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liberally-minded man of his time, and in his modesty, candour, and charity, 
no less than in the astounding reverberations caused by his quiet philo- 
sophical utterances, Locke reminds us of Charles Darmn. As a writer he is 
not favourably represented by the Ess^, which is arid in fonn, and at no 
time was he in possession of an attractive style ; but in some of his more 
familiar treatises we see how lucid and simple he could be at his best, and 
how completely he had exchanged the ornate manner of the Commonwealth 
for a prose that was competent to deal with plain matters of fact, 

John Locke (1633-1704), the son of a country attorney of the same name, was 
txMH at Wrington, near Bristol, on the a9th of August 1633. The elder John Locke 
joined the Padiamentaiian party 
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twenty years later than this. In June 1668, he removed a tumour 



1643, as the captain of a troop 
of hone. His son went to West- 
minster in 1646, and to Christ 
Church College, Oxford, in 1652. 
Locke early began to reflect upon 
philosophy, and to prepare for his 
life's work. In 1660 he was 
appointed Gre^ lecturer at his 
college, and in i€6i the deaths 
of his &ther and his only brother 
lefl him alone in the world. He 
held in succession various of&ces 
at the university, and in 1665 he 
travelled in Germany. During 
the next year he met accidentally 
the famous Lord Ashley (after- 
wards the first Earl of Shaftes- 
bury), with whom he formed an 
instant friendship — "if my lord 
was pleased with the company 
of Mr. Ixjcke, Mr. Locke was 
yel more so with that of my Lord 
Ashley." This was an epoch in 
the life of the philosopher, who 
shortly afterwards took up his 
residence with I.ord Ashley, and 
became a recognised member 
of his family. It is believed 
that Lord Ashley urged Locke 
to put down his reflections on 
paper, and that it is to him 
that we owe the early writings 
of the philosopher. He pub- 
lished nothing, however, until 
Lard Ashley's 



chest, which was threatening his life; a little later he went round the country 
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to search for a wife for young Anthony Ashley; in 1671 he attended Lady Dorothy 
Ashley, and helped to bring into the world the child who became famous as the third 
Earl of Shaftesbury. In short, as the latter says, "all was thrown upon Mr. Locke," 
who was factotum to the family. All this time, however, although Locke was im- 
mersed in medical studies, he was not a qualified practitioner, nor did he ever proceed 
beyond Bachelor of Medicine. As Ashley rose to the liighesl offices in the state, 
Locke's responsibilities and emoluments increased ; at one time the colony of Carolina 
was wholly under his chaise (1670), and after Shaftesbury {as Ashley became in 1672) 
was made Lord High Chancellor of England, Locke administered his ecclesiastical 
patronage. But when Shaftesbury fell, Locke " shared with him in dangers, as before in 
honours and advantages," retaining, however, after the fall of his patron, the nominal 
post of Secretary to the Board of Trade, which Shaftesbury had secured for him in 1O73. 
As, however, his salary was never paid, he was glad to resign this office in 1675. 
health was now giving him 
anxiety, and in November of 
that year he left England to 
settle at Monlpellier, which 
he left for Paris in 1677. 
■ He travelled considerably in 
France, and did not return 
to England until 1679, when 
Shaftesbury was restored for 
a short lime to power. Dur- 
ing the events which led 
to Shaftesbury's indictment 
and flight, Locke lived " a 
very cunning and unintelli- 
gible life," but after his 
master's fall, settled quietly 
in Oxford, and then retired to his family e.state in Somersetshire. In the aiuumn 
of 1683 he seems to have thought it necessary to escape to Holland, where he 
began to plan his essay on the Human Understanding. During his absence, he 
was expelled from his studentship at Christ Church College. He lived an oljscure 
and inconvenient life, sometimes in considerable danger, until 1689, when he was able 
to return to England. In i6go he published his Essay in folio form, and an Knglish 
version of his Epistola de ToUrantia in 1689. He thus, at the age of nearly sixty, 
began his literary career, and now proceeded, to publish abundantly. These early 
works, which attracted a great deal ()f controversial interest, were strictly anonymous. 
Locke settled at first in Westminster, where, however, his delicate chest suffered 
seriously from the fog (inalignus Junius) of the town. The death of Shaftesbury had 
almost coincided with the formation of Locke's other great lifenntimacy, that with 
Damaris Cudworth, Lady Masham, whom he had known before he left for Holland, 
He was in 1691 persuaded to make Oates, Sir Francis Masham's manor-house at High 
I-iver, his home. Retreating to this quiet place, Locke devoted himself for the next 
five years with astonishing energy to literary work, but after this was drawn more and 
more into practical administration. He was a member of the Council of Trade from 
1696 to 1700, and carried out many important reforms. After the latter year he 
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retired from i)uhlic life, and lived mainly at Oates, surrounded by a devoted affection 
and friendship, in arrtive mental employment, and here he resisted as well as he could 
his increasing weakness of body. He remained cheerful, but, as he said, "the dis- 
solution of the cottage was not far ofT." On the 28th of October 1704, I^ocke dii.d 
peacefully in the arms of I^dy Masham, who had for so many years l>een like a 
daughter to him. He was buried in the churchyard of High leaver, under a senten- 
tious Latin epitaph composed by himself. His ix)sthumous writings were collected in 
1706. His work consists of a series of treatises on psychology, religion, education, 
government, and finance, each bearing a close relation to the others, and all in 
combination having exercised a remarkable influence on the progress and civilisation of 
luiropc. It has been ol).served that, to give a just idea of the influence of Ix)cke, it 
would be necessary to write the history of philosophy from his time to our own. 
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From the " Essay concerning Human Understanding." 
To those who are willing to get rid of this great hindrance of knowledge— for 10 such 
only I write — lo those who would shake off this great and dangerous impostor Prejudice, 
who dresses up falsehood in the likeness of truth, and so dexterously hoodwinks men's 
minds, as to keep them in the dark, with a belief that they are more in the light than any 
that do not see with their eyes, I shall offer this one mark whereby prejudice may be 
known. He that is strongly of any opinion, must suppose — unless he be self- condemned 
— that his piersuasion is built upon good grounds, and that his assent is no greater than 
what the evidence of the truth he holds forces him to ; and that lliey are arguments, and 
not inclinations or fancy, that make him so confident and positive in his tenets. Now if, 
after all his profession, he cannot bear any opposition to his opinion, if he cannot so much 
as give a patient hearing, much less examine and weigh the argumtnts on the other side, 
does he not plainly confess it is prejudice governs him? And it is not evidence of truth, but 
some lazy anticipation, some beloved presumption, that he desires to rest undisturbed in. 
For if what he holds be as he gives out, well fenced with e\'idence, and he sees it to be true, 
what need he fear lo put it to the proof. If his opinion be settled upon a firm foundation, 
if the arguments that support it, and have obtained his assent, be clear, good, and convinc- 
ing, why should he be shy to have it tried whether they be proof or not? He whose assent 
goes beyond his evidence, owes this excess of his adherence only to prejudice, and docs, in 
effect, own it when he refuses to hear what is offered against it; declaring thereby, that it is 
not evidence he seeks, but the ([uict enjoyment of the opinion he is fond of, wiih a forward 
condemnation of ali that may stand in opposition to it, unheard and unexamined. 

The "witty" Dr. Robert South (1634-1716) 
a wealthy London merchant, in 
whose house in Hackney the future 
divine was bom on the 4lh of 
September 1634. That the boy 
was precocious and daring is shown 
from the anecdote that, on the day 
when Charles I. was executed, 
South, whose turn it was to read 
the Latin prayers in Westminster 
School, took occasion to pray for 
the king by name. He was a 
prime favourite with the formidable 
Dr. Busby, who sent him, an ad- 
vanced scholar, to Christ Church, 
Oxforti, in 1651. South entered 
into holy orders in 1658, being 
privately ordained by one of the 
deprived Bishops, and in t66o he 
was elected Public Orator to his 
university. His promotion in the 
Church was steady and rapid. In 
1676 he was sent on an embassage 
to Poland, where he saw much 
to gratify "his naturally curious 
and inquisitive temper." In 1678 
South received the valuable rectory 
of Islip, where, and at Caversham, 
he resided, wealthy, much re- 
spected, and intellectually active, 
for many years. In 1685 he refused 




Irish archbishopric. He was so much excited 
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by Moomoutb'a lebellion, ttut he threatened to chinge his tdwk cassock for a hnff 
coat, and take his share of the fighting. South was repeatedly c^ered deaneries and 
Wshoprics, but refused to be disturbed in his three neighbouring haunts — Christ 
Church, Oxford, the rectory of Islip, and his paternal estate at Caversham. He 
enjoyed the friendship of succesnve Earls of Clarendon, and later on that of the 
Earl of Arran. A few days before his death he carried the election of the latter for 
High Steward of Westminster by exhorting the prebendaries, from his bed, to vote 
"Heart and hand for my Lord Arran I" 
South died at Westminster, where he was 
a prebendary, in his eighty-fourth year, on 
the 8th of July 1716, and was buried 
with great solemnity in Westminster Abbey- 
He was as much dreaded as admired for 
his "unrestrained acrimony of temper and 
boundless severity of language, mixed with 
the lowest and &lseat, as well as the truest 
wit" This was Tillotson's opinion, who 
was peculiariy opposed to South, but the 
judgment seems an accurate one. The 
rector of Islip is described as a man of 
smart and ready humour, who never spared 
his audience, who railed at his opponents 
and laughed at his friends, yet who was 
nevertheless no bufioon, but a man of 
genuine piety and scholarship. South's 
sermons were greatly enjoyed for a couple 
of generations and then neglected. 
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Thomas Burnet (i63S?-i7i5) was 
of Scotch descent, but bom at Croft in 
Yorkshire. He was educated at the free 
school of Northallerton, and proceeded in 
i65r to Clair Hall, Cambridge, where 
Tillotson, afterwards Archbishop of Canterbury, was his tutor. Burnet said that 
he owed to this famous man "that free, generous, noble way of thinking" 
which it was his pride to cultivate. When, in 1654, Cudworth moved over to 
Christ's College, Burnet went with him, and three years later was elected a 
fellow of that college. He published, in Latin, in r68o, and in English in 
r684, his Telluris Tktoria Saera, which he completed with the £le Confiagraiione 
Mundi in both languages in 1689. In 1699 Addison addressed a Latin ode 
to Burnet, who, from 1685 to his death on the aytb of September 1715, was 
Master of the Charterhouse, and who steered that great school with courage and 
skill through perilous political waters. His Saered Theory of the Earth is a pro- 
geological dream of the mode in which our globe rose out of the chaos of the 
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Deluge, which had so nearly wrecked it. But he may be allowed to state his thesis in 
his own words :— 

"The substance of the theory is this : that there was a primitive earth of another form 
than the present, and inhabited by mankind till (he Deluge ; that it had those properties 
and conditions that we have ascribed to it, namely, a perpetual equinox or spring, by 
reason of its right situation to the sun ; was of an oval figure, and the exterior face of 
it smooth and unifonn, without mountains or a sea. That in this earth stood Paradise ; 
the doctrine whereof cannot be understood, but upon supposition of this priniilive earth, 
and its properties. Then that the disruption and fall of this earth into the abyss that 
lay under it, was that which made the Un' ersal Deluge and the dest u ton of the 
Old World; and that neither No.hs F md n r he p esen fo n of he Ea h can 
be explained by any other me I d h s ona no bj anj o her cau e ha a e 
intelligible, at least, that have h herto been p oposed o he o 1 



y on these mmes of the \ rec rsors of a Popular 



We dwell, more or less lo % 
modern prose, yet not one ol 
them, not Halifax, not Tillotson 
not Temple, survives as the author 
of any book now generally read 
by the larger public. Even the 
Prefaces of Dryden, it must regret 
fully be admitted, are no longer 
familiar to any but literary reade s. 
The Restoration prose most effec 
tively appreciated by the masses 
and still alive on the shelves of the 
booksellers, is that of writers ie\er 
recognised at all by the pol te 
criticism of their own day. In a 
country bookshop you shall no 
longer happen upon the Sacrei 
Theory of the Earth or upon Public 
Employment pre/erred to Solitude 
but you shall upon Pepys' Diary 
and the Pilgrim's Progress and A 
Call to the Unconverted. 

These works do not stand on 
the same or even on neighbour ng 
levels of literary merit; but they 
have this in common, that neither 
Baxter nor Bunyan nor Pepys set 
any value on literature, or con 
cerned himself at all with the form 
under which he transmitted his 
ideas. There was this difference, 
however, that while Bunyan was 

unconsciously a consummate artist P'lgtit, 

and a man instinct with imagination, the other two impress us solely by the 
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striking quality of the nairativ^ or the exhortations which they impart in the 
first words that occur to them. It is to John Buntan, therefcM-e, that our 
attention must here for a moment be given. Like Milton, he was an anach- 
ronism in the age of Charles II., and we observe with surprise that it was in 
an epoch of criticism, of reason, of combined expmmental eclecticism, 
that two isolated men of genius ptit forth, the one an e(Mc poem, the other 
a couple of religious allegories, steeped in the purest and most ideal 




BunfUi's Mtttiag- House at Southwkik 

rom^ce, and each unri\'a]1ed in its own class throughout other and more 
pfoiMtious ages of English literature. Nor, though the simple, racy com- 
positions of Bunyan may not seem to have had any very direct influence on 
literature of the more academic kind, has the stimulus of his best books on 
humble minds ceased ever since, but has kept the language of the poor 
always haray and picturesque, with scarcely less instant beneiit than the 
Bible itself. Whether these narratives, and, moit of all, the Life and Death 
of Mr. Badman, had not a direct influence on the realistic novels of the 
middle of the following century, is a question which criticism has scarcely 
decided ; but that they prepared the minds of the readers of those novels 
is beyond all doubt. 

n John Bunyan (1638-1688) was the son of a tinker or biaaer at Elstow, in 

Bedfordshire, where he was bom in November 1628. " I was of alow and inconslder- 
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able generation," he says, " and never went to school to Aristotle or Plato, but was 
brought up in my father's house in a very mean condition, among a company of 
poor countrymen." He attended, however, the grammar school at IJedford. From 
early childhood Bunyan was afflicted "with apprehensions of devils and wicked 
spirits," and trembled "at the thoughts of the fearful torments of hell-firt-." After 
his brief schooling, he was brouglu up to his father's trade of a tinker. He 
was not definitely religious in 

his youth, but he was always r— ■— ^ 

sensitive to serious impres- ' 
sions ; and there is no question 
that, looking back long after- 
wards, he greatly exaggerated 
the sinfulness of his uncon- 
verted davs. He became a 
soldier in the Civil War, and, 
though this is not absolutely 
certain, probably fought on 
the Parliamentarian side. He 
married the daughter of a 
godly man. " We came to- 
irethcr," he says, "as poor as 
])oor might be, not having so 
much as a dish or a spoon 
between us." Presently, under 
conditions which he has de- 
tailed with extraordinary vivid- 
ness, he fell under conviction 
of sin, and became extremely 
miserable ; at length unbend- 
ing himself to some pious 
women in Bedford, who re- 
commended him to the 
minister of the Baptist Church 
there, John Gifford. After violent convulsions of doubt and revolt, Bunyan had a 
"strange apprehension of the grace of God,'' and his conversion was completed. After 
this, we find him in good position in his old trade of brazier or kettle-maker, and in 
1655 he was emboldened, though "in fear and trembling," to take a j)art in the Baptist 
ministry. He preached principally in the open air, on commons or in cleared spaces in 
copses, and he (juickly became celebrated for the fervour of his awakening elo(juence. 
At the Restoration, however, the Nonconformists found themselves forbidden to use 
their forms of worship, and all such meetings as those at which Jiunyan [)rea(:hed were 
prohibited. It speaks much for the reputation which he had gained as a i)re:icher, that 
he appears to have been the first Dissenter to be subjected to the penally. He was 
preaching at Samsell, near Harlington, on the 12th of November 1660, when the 
constables entered the chapel and arrested him ; he had been warned, but disdained 
to notice the threat. After an inquiry, he was thrown into Bedford jail, and long 
remained there. It is only just to those who tried the case of Bunyan, and 
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Sir MAtthew Hale hinuelf was amoi^ them, to tay that thqr weie mdj to IcsTe 
evny locqihole open for him to eicape, but that he would accept do releaae whidi 
was not a public admission of his right to continue hii evtngdkal woik. This, with 
Charles II. on the throne, was what no court could posmbljr giant, and Bimjmn 
was kept in prison for twelve years. It appears, however, that he was allowed many 
indulgences, and a considerable amount of freedom; the comparatively modem 
stories of his misery in "a damp and 
dreary den" are now believed to be 
grossly exa^erated. WhUe still nomi- 
nally a prisoner, we find Bunyan an 
elder of the Bi^rtist church in Bedford 
at the dose of i67r and appointed its 
pastor m 1671 He was formally par- 
doned on the 13th of September of the 
latter year and continued his business 
as a bnuier m the town. Though his 
treasures swelled not to excess, he had 
always suffiaent to live decently and 
creditably Wh le he had been in prison, 
he had wntten abundantly. One of his 
earl est tracts be&rs the strai^ name 

Holy Ctty was published in 1665, and 
Graet AboundtHg in 1666, As Mr. 
Froude has said, his writings and 
suffenngs had now made him famous 
th oughout England ' He was the 
re ognsed head of the Baptist' com- 
n un and as p easanlly addressed 
as B hop Bunyan After his release 
f 1 r on he I ed unmolested for six- 
jea s n h s house at Bedford, 
nt, linden once a year to preach 
e chapels of the Baptists. He 
rote much and the publication of the 
f St part of The Pilgrim's Progress, 
in 1678, made him the most popular 
religious writer in England. The strange species of didactic novel called The Life and 
Death 0/ Mr. Baiiman belongs to 1680 ; the Holy War to 168a ; the second part of 
The Pilgrim's Progress to 1684. Bunyan's constitution was robust, although his health 
suffered while he was in prison. His death, however, was brought about by an act of 
neighbourly kindness: riding through heavy rain to reconcile a son with his father, 
Bunyan was soaked to the skin, and died afier an illness of ten days, in August 168S. 
His last words were, " Take me, for I come to Thee ! " He was buried in the ceme* 
tery of the Dissenters in Bunhill Fields. Bunyan " appeared to be of a stem and 
rough temper, but in his conversation mild and affable." In person " he was tall of 
stature, strong-boned, though not corpulent, somewhat of a ruddy face, with sparkling 
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eyes, weanng his hair on his upper lip ; his hair reddish, but in his later days time had 
sprinkled it with grey. His nose well-set, but not declining or bending. His mouth 
moderate large, his forehead something high, his habit always plain and modest." 



From "The Life as 
He gave a sudden and great rush 
thousand pounds, driving at the same I 
less than they cost him, to get him cu 
well feaihered his nest with other men' 
while he had by craft and knavery mi 
so sure of what he had, thai his ed 
could not touch a penny. He se 
ful, sugared letters lo them, desir nj, h n 
not to be severe with him, for he )o c 
towards all men an honest ni nd n 
would pay them as far as he t s b 
He talked of ihe greatness of the a c 
the badness of the limes, his 1 h 

bad debts, and he brought the o 
composition to take five shillint,s he 
pound. His release was signed and sea cd 
and Mr. Itadman could now put h 
out of doors again, and be a be e n 
than when he shut up shop bj se c 
thousands of pounds. 



Take heed of bcinj: otfended 
magistrates, because by their s 
may cross thy inclinations. It is g 
them to bear ihe sword, and a cor 
is lo thee, if Ihy heart cannol a 
withall things, with meekness and p 
to suffer. Discontent in the mind 



Heath of Mr. B.adm.an'." 

ito several men's debts to the value of four or five 
ne a verj' great trade by selling many things for 
am and blind his creditors' eyes. When he had 
goods and money, after a little while he breaks ; 







3 the 
n the mouth do h s 
times also put a halter about th> nc k 
tor as a man speaking a word in jes na 
for thai be hanged in earnest, so he ha 
speaks in discontenl may die for it m 
sober sadness. Above all, get Ihy con- 
science possessed more and more wiih this, 
that the magislrale is God's ordinance, 
and is ordered of God as such ; that he i: 
ihal it is thy duty to fear him and to pray for him, as 
and that nol only for wralh, but for conscience' sake, 
of binding the soul when this argument i: 
bound thereto. 

1 speak not these things as knowing any that are disaffected to ihe government, for I 
love to be atone, if not with godly men, in things that are convenient. I speak lo show 
my loyally to the king, and my love lo my fellow-subjects, and my desire that all Christians 
shall walk in ways of peace and truth. 



Illustration from "The Life and Death 
of Mr. Badman" 



of God to thee for good, and 
both Paul and Pcier admonish us ; 
For all other arguments come short 
wanting, until i 



e thai of God » 
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Richard Baxter (1615-1691) wu bom at Baton Comtu^iM^ 19 Sfarapahiie, on 
the ixth ctf November t6i^ He received— and aU dmof^ )iii liiiB be regietted tbis 

&ct — 00 r^nlar education. 
About 1638 he became a 
Nmconftmnist, and in 1639 
settled as a preach^ at 
Bridgnorth. In 1641 he 
vas invited over to take 
chaige of the Dissenting 
body in Kidderminster, 
what:, wkh various inter- 
ruptioitt, he ms .ei^aged - 
until tbe Reatoratioi 
was offered ihe bishopric o£ | 
Hertford if he would coo- I 
form to the Church of Enp 1 
land, but lie declined, tior.;J 
was he allowed to n 
Kidderminster. Ht 
]}crseciited both by Charlej 
IT. and James II., and hin 
■ treatment by Judge Jeffreys^J 
though the details of it mayS 
have been exaggerated, ' 
grossly insulting. He ■ 
not released until the clo! 
of 1686. His last years, iti 
is pleasant to relate, were 
peaceful; and when he died 
in London, on the 8th of De- 
cember 1691, he was buried 
with greater show of popular respect than had ever been displayed at a private 
funeral. The writings of Baxter are so numerous as to baffle tlie bibliographer, but 
nearly 170 distinct publications hiive been traced to his pen. 
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Samuel Pepys (1633-1703) was bom at Brampton, in Northamptonshire, on the 
23rd of February 1 633. He was the son of John Pepys, a London tailor. The future 
diaiist was educated at Huntingdon and then at St. Paul's School; in 1650 he was 
entered a sizar at Trinity Hall, Cambridge, but removed early in 1651 to Magdalene 
College. He took his degree in 1653, and married Elizabeth St. Michel, whose looks 
were all her fortune, in 1655. In 1660 he entered the Civil Service, as Clerk of the Acts, 
and on January ist of that year he made the first entry in his famous Diary, Pepys 
was then living in Axe Yard, Westminster, His fortunes now rapidly developed ; he 
became Clerk of Privy Seal, Justice of the Peace, Younger Brother of the Trinity, and 
one of the Tangiers Commissioners, ail within a few months. In 1664 bis eyesight 
began to fail, and this defect grew more and more serious until, on the 31st of May 
1669, he was most unfortunately obliged to desist from keeping his confidential Diary. 



PEPYS 

Later in the same year Mrs. Pepys died of a fever. 
Castle Rising, and was given the highly responsible 
in 1679 and 1680 he was very unjustly persecuted 
the Popish Plot, in which he was really not in an 
from the Tower, and was sent, in the winter of 
the value of the fortress to England. On his return 
Royal Society, and in June 1686 he again became 
was subjected to great annoyances, and in 1690 was 
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In 1673 Pepys became M.P. for 
post of Secretary to the Admiralty; 
for his supposed connection with 
y way engaged. He was released 
1683-4, to Tangiera to report on 
Pepys was elected President of the 
Secretary to the Admiralty, but he 
iprisoned once more on a charge 




Pepjs' Birthplace at Brampton, Northamptonshire 



of treason. He completed his Memoirs of the Royal Navy, which lie published in 
1690. He returned no more to public life, although he was actii'e as treasurer to 
Christ's Hospital. He died at Clapham, after a long and painful illness, on the 
i6th of May 1703, and Evelyn noted in his diary, "This day died Mr. Sam Pepys, 
a very worthy, industrious, and curious person, none in England exceeding him in 
knowledge of the Navy." Among Pepys' effects were a collection of books and 
papers bequeathed to Magdalene College, Cambridge ; the famous Diary was in 
this library, and about half of it was first given to the world in 1825 by Lord 
Braybrooke. 

From Pepvs' "Diary." 

Tth [Aovemier 1667]. — Up, and at the office hard all the morning', and at noon resolved 
with Sir W, Penn to go see " The Tempest," an old play of Shakespeare's, acted, I hear, 
the first day ; and so my wife, and girl, and W, Klewer by themseh'es, and Sir W. Penn 
and I afterwards by ourselves ; and forced 10 sit in the side balcone over against the 
musique-room at the Duke's house, close by my Lady Dorset and a great many great 
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ones. The house mighty full ; the King and Court there ; and the 



K ; and a. curious piece of musique i 
repeating the former half, while the man goes on t 



■cho of half sentences, [he echo 
the latter ; which h miEbiy preity. 
The play [lias] no great wit, 
but yet good, above ordinary 
plays. Thence home with 
[Sir] W. Penn, and there all 
mightily pleased >vith the 
play ; and so to supper and 
to bed, after having done at 
the office, 

8/A. — Called up betimes 
by Sir H. Cholmly, and he 
and I to good purpose most 
of Ihe mornings I in my 
dressing-gown with him, on 
our Tangier accounts, and 
stated them well ; and here 
he tells me that he believes 
it will go hard with my Lord 
Chancellor. Thence I to 
the office, where met on 
some special business ; and 
here I hear that the Duke 
of York is very ill : and by 
and by word brought us 
that we shall not need to 
atrend to-day the Duke of 
York, for he is not well, 
which is bad news. They 
being gone, I to my work- 
men, who this day come to 
alter my oiiice, by beating 
down the wall, and making' 
me a fayre window both ■ 
there, and increasing the window of my closet, which do give me some present trouble ; 
but will be mighty pleasant. So all the whole day among them to very late, and so home 
weary, to supper, and to bed, troubled for the Duke of York his being sick. 

Sine* An interesting feature of this period was formed by the work of the new 
men of science, "experimental philosophers" as they were called, who 
continued the work of Bacon in the close investigation of physical principles. 
Of some of these men an account has already been given, but of those who 
originally met " at the lodgings of Ur. Wilkins " and there formed the nucleus 
of the future Royal Society, the leading spirit, Robert Boyle (1627-1691), 
remains to be mentioned. His voluminous writings, many of which first saw 
the light in the Philosophical Transactions of the Royal Society, were ridiculed 
by Swift in his Pious Meditation on a Brootnstick for their miscellaneous and 
unselected character. It is true that the scientific and philosophical curiosity 
of the age, which Robert Boyle, as its most prominent savant, represented, 
lacked the sense of proportion, and was easily led aside into purely vapid 
disquisition. Not he only, but Sir Isaac Newton himself, toyed with themes. 
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such as astrology and alchemy, which science now justly considers beneath 

her notice. In his own age, 

not one of Boyle's books 

avrakened so much stir as 

his Degradation of Gold made 

by an Anti-Elixir, 1678, in 

which a modern reader is 

mainly astonished at the 

observer's credulity. But 

when all this has been said 

to excess, it remains the fact 

that Boyle, and the Invisible 

College of Philosophers 

which he claimed to have 

created, were the pioneers 

of atl that science has 

achieved from that day to 

this, and that we owe the 

deepest gratitude to their 

passion for investigation and 

their unwearied search after 

truth. From our present 

standpoint, too, these early 

"virtuosi" deserve con- 
sideration on account of the 

care which they took to ""■ Pepys ^ St Katherine 

make their language elegant ■^™" "" •^''^™'"'a' "/'■■'■ '*' f-"-"-"' "j- m« "">>' 

and lucid. In this it cannot be said that their influence on British science 

has been as far-reaching as might be desired, 

Boyle's attitude towards life and thought is sometimes agreeably fantastic, as in 
such a passage as the following : — 

" It is so uncommon a thing to see lulips last till roses come to be blown, that the 
seeing them in this garden grow together, as it deserves my notice, so mcthinks it should 
suggest to me some reflection or other on it. And perhaps it may not be an improper 
one to compare the diflerence betwixt these two kinds of (lowers to the disparity which 
I have ofien observed betwixt the fates of those young ladies that are only very handsome, 
and those that have a less degree of beauty recompensed by the accession of wit, 
discretion, and virtue. For tulips, whilst they arc fresh, do, indeed, by the lustre and 
vividness of their colours, more delight the eye than roses ; but then they do not alone 
quickly fade, but as soon as they have lost that freshness and gaudiness that solely 
endeared them, they degenerate into things not only undesirable, but distasteful ; whereas 
roses, besides the moderate beauty they disclose to the eye, — which is suflicient to please, 
though not to charm it,^ — do not only keep their colour longer than tulips, but, when that 
decays, retain a perfumed odour, and divers useful qualities and virtues that survive the 
spring, and recommend them all the year. Thus those unadvised young ladies, that, 
because nature has given them beauty enough, despise all other qualities, and even that 
regular diet which is ordinarily requisite to make beauty itself lasting, not only are wont to 
decay betimes, but, as soon as they have lost that youthful freshness that alone endeared 
them, quickly pass from being objects of wonder and love, to be so of pity, if not of scorn." 




M» 



HISTORY OF ENGLISH LITERATURE 



During the first twenty years after the Restoration, poetry was very little 
dUtivated in England outside the limits of the heroic drama. That new 
, instrument, the couplet, was Licknowledficd to be an admirabit; one, and to 
have excluded all competitors. But very little advance had been made in 
the exercise of it during the forty yean vrtitch had followed Uie poUication of 
Denham's Cotfe^s HUl. Dryden, for alt his evidence of f(Ht:e, was dis- 
appointing his admirers. He had shown himself a supple prose-writer, 

indeed ; but his achieve- 
ments in verse up to hi$ 
fiftieth year were not such 
as could claim for him 
any iH«-eminence among 
poets. He was at last to 
discover his true field; he 
was about to become the 
greatest English satirist, 
and in doing so to reveal 
qualities of magnificent 
metrical power such, as his 
warmest followers had not 
dreamed of. Since the 
Elizabethans had cultivated 
a rough and obscure species 
of satire moulded upon 
Persius, serious work of 
this class had gone out of 
fashion. But in the reign 
of Charles I. a rattling kind 
of burlesque rhymingj used 
for similar purposes in most 
of the countries of Europe, 
Samuel Butler came into service for paro- 

Afitr Ike Portrait ij Cuiimi dics, cxtfavagant fables, and 

satirical attacks. In France, 
Scarron raised it to the level of literature, but it was known in England 
before the days of Scarron. Cleveland had used it, and Sir John Mennis, 
in whose Musarum Delicia we find — 

"He that fijfhts and nms away 
May live to fight another day ;" 

and later on it was brought into great popularity by Cotton and Samuel 
Butler. The famous Hudibras of the latter, " written in the time of the Late 
Wars," was kept in MS. till 1663, when the publication of so gross a lampoon 
on the Presbyterians became possible. It was greatly relished, and though 
it is a barbarous and ribald production of small literary value, it is still 
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praised, and perhaps occasionally read. It affords rare opportunities for 
quotation, every few pages containing a line or couplet of considerable 
facetiousness. Hudibras was incessantly imitated, and liie generic term 
Hudibrastics was invented for this kind of daring doggerel. 



i63< 



ras born at Strcnsha 
The woddly status of his 



\\'orcestershir<;, and was 
parents is matter of dispute, 



h seems to be proved from the fact lliat, after attendinj; the 
Butkr went directly into business ;:s a local clerk, l^ter 



Samuel Butler (i6i: 

baptized in February i 
but that they were not : 
King's School in \ 
on lie came south, 
and is described 
as having been 
amanuensis to Sel- 
den. It is slated 
thai he was in 
the service of Sir 
Samuel Luke, of 
Cople Ho, in Red- 
fordshire, a fanati- 
cal Presbyterian, 
from whose eccen- 
tricities Buder was 
immediately led 
(as is supposed) 
to make studies 
which were useful 
to him in writing 
Jiudibras, but tiiis 
statement has 
been discredited. 
Until past the age 
of fifty, however, 
Butler remained 
entirely obscure, 
and the ingenuity 
of scholars has 
scarcely contrived 
to throw the least 
light upon his 
movements. After 
1 660, we learn that 

he was secretary to the Earl of Carbery and steward of Ludtow Castle, and that he 
married. In 1663 appeared, at length, the first part ol Hudibnu, Written in the Time 
of the Late Wars. It enjoyed from the first a startling popularity, and passed without 
delay through several editions. The second part followed eady in 1664; the third 
part, which completes the poem, not being given to the public until 167S. The Kad of 
Dorset made the fortune of Hudibras at court, and the king liimself delighted in its 
witty abuse of his enemies ; he is said to have carried it in his jjocket, and to have 




Illustration bj Hogarth to Butler's " Hudibras, 
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been never tired of quoting it But the poet, although "he was a good fellow," was 
difficult to help. He was very shy and awkward, and could never be witty unless he 
was quite alone with one or two familiar friends. Even then, " whilst the first bottle 
was drinking he appeared very flat 
and heavy, at the second bottle, full 
of wit and learning, but before the 
third bottle was finished he sunk 
again into stupidity and dulness." 
The king intended to patronise him, 
but in an interview which he gave 
him, Butler was so nervous, dull, and 
tactless, that Charles II. seems to 
have been disgusted with him. 
According to the universal contem- 
porary tradition, Butler was neglected 
and sank into great poverty. He 
died in 1680, whether of consumption 
or of insufficient nourishment, or 
both, is undecided. He was living 
at the time in lodgings in Rose 
Street, Covent Garden, and he was 
buried "in the presence of about 
twenty-five friends " in the adjacent 
parish church of St. Paul's. His pos- 
thumous writings remained in MS. 
for nearly eighty years, when, in 
1759, they were in part published by 
Mr, Thyer. Butler is described to 
us as a thick-set man of middle 
height, with a high colour and a 
shock of lion-coloured hair; he was 
" sanguine, choleric, middle-sized, 
strong." It is remarkable that in 
spite of his great fame during the 
latter years of his life, we possess scarcely any record of Butler's employments, 
associations, or habits. He is one of the most shrouded figures in the whole history 
of our literature. He lives only in his extraordinary study of the vulgar side of 
Puritanism, with its strange hero, in whom the qualities of Don Quixote and Tariuffe 
seem to meet in a bewildering and grotesque confusion of wit and wisdom. 

From " Hudibras." 
Ay me ! what perils do environ 
The man that meddles wiih cold iron '. 
What plaguey mischiefs and mishaps 
Do dog him still with after-claps I 
For though Dame Fortune seem to smile. 
And leer upon him for a while, 
She'll after show him, in the nick 
Of all his glories, a dog-trick. 




Illustration by William Hogvtti to Butler's 
"Hudibras" 
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This any man may sing or »ay 
r th' dilly call'd "What ifa Day?" 
For Hudibras, who thought he'd won 
The field, as certain as a gun, 
And, having routed the whole troop. 
With victory was cock-a-hoop. 
Thinking he'd done enough to purchase 
Thanks^; ivint'-day among the Churches, 




lUtutntioa by William Hogarth to Bntlet's "HndibrM" 

Wherein his mettle and brave worth 
Might be e^(plain'd by holder-forth, 
And registered by fame eternal 
In deathless pages of Diurnal, — ■ 
Found in few minutes, to his cost. 
He did but count without his host, 
And that a turnstile is more certain 
Than, in events of war. Dame Fortune- 



There is a tall long-sided Dame, 
(But wondrous light} y-clepcd Fame, 
That, like a thin cameleon, boards 
Herself on air, and eats her words ; 
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Upon her shoulders wings she wears, 
Like hanging sleeves, lined ihrou},'!) ttith ears 
And eyes and lon^'ues, ns poets li^t, 
Made good hy deep mytholo^isl ; 
With ihem she ihro' the welkin flies, 
And somclimes carries Iruth, ofl lies ; 
With letters hung, like eastern pigeons. 
And Mercuries of furthest regions, 

Butler, however, is a mere episode. Genuine satire \v:is reintroduced hy Saiirtt 
Manell, and ten years later revived by Oldtiam. Tlic L-xanipli; of thai ven- 
(jiftcd, if sinister, young man, seems to imve liu^illv directed Dryden's attention 
to a species of poetr\' which must ah-eady have occupied his ihouglits in the 
criticism of Casaubon as 

well as in the marvellous 1 

verse of Boileau. Dryden 
did not, however, at first 
directly imitate the ancients 
oi strike an intrepid blow 
at contemporary bad lasle. 
His Absiiloiii aud Achiloplu-l 
(1681-82) is political in 
character, a gallery of satiri- 
ad portraits of public men, 
so painted as to excite to 
madness the passions of a 
faction at a critical moment. 
No poem was ever better 
timed. Under the thin and 
acceptable disguise of a 
Biblical narrative, the Tory 
poet gibbeted without mercy 
the heads and notables of 
the rival party. The two 
poems which closely fol- 
lowed it bore the same 
^tainp. In MacFlecknoe the 
manner is more closely that 
of Boileau, whom Dryden 

here exceeds in force of bludgeon as far as he lags behind him in skill of 
rapier pnictice. But these four satires hold together, and should always he 
read in unison. In them Dryden suddenly rises lo the height of his genius. 
Ever\-tliing about him h;is expanded — the during eloquence, the gusto of 
triumphant wil, and above all the majestic crash of the couplet, have for the 
i;:st time been forged into a war-trumpet, through which the Irumpeter can 
peal what notes he wishes. 
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3II our anuc ti^liu md ptgcintiy, 

iih Englidi idvois ruo lO iMQwdttD fee. 
The Polirti Medal hears llic prise bIomt ' 
A Enondec, more ihc lavouritccf the Kiwn 
Than cither fair» or tin: jirc': h-ivf iliown. . 
NcTCt didan Jb well wiih nature ftrirefr." ' 
fc Nor crcr.idol rceiaed fo much jlivc ^ " 

Portrait of the First EmI of Shaftesbury 
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Cooteropora/y MS. Key to Dryden'a 




jQlhain Lonl Hallifu 
Huihai Loid Hide 
Amidl M' Scamir 
JonuS-W-Jon^ 
Jjal&jn Lord Huniingdoi 
Cold Caleb Lonl Rid do 



From "Absalom and Achitophel," Part I. 

Some by iheir Monarch's fatal mercy grown 
From pardoned rebels kinsmen lo ihe ihrone 
Were raised in power and public office hifjh ; 
Strong bands, if bands ungrateful men could tie. 
Of these the false Achitophel was first, 
A name to all succeeding ages curst : 
For close designs and crooked counsels fit. 
Sagacious, bold, and turbulent of wit, 
Restless, unfixed in principles and place, 
In power unpleased, impatient of disgrace ; 
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A fiery soul, which working out its way, 

Fretted the pigmy body to decay 

And o'er-informed the tenement of clay. 

A daring pilot in extremity, 

Pleased with the danger, when the waves went high, 

He sought the storms ; but, for a calm unfit, 

Would steer too near the sands to boast his wit. 

Great wits are sure to madness near allied 

And their partitions do their bounds divide ; 

Else, why should he, with wealth and honour blest. 

Refuse his age the needful hours of rest ? 

Punish a body which he could not please, 

Bankrupt of life, yet prodigal of ease ? 

And all to leave what with his toil he won 

To that unfeathered two-legged thing, a son. 

Got, while his soul did huddled notions try. 

And bom a shapeless lump, like anarchy. 

In friendship false, implacable in hate, 

Resolved to ruin or to rule the state ; 

To compass this the triple bond he broke. 

The pillars of the public safety shook. 

And fitted Israel for a foreign yoke ; 

Then, seized with fear, yet still affecting fame. 

Usurped a patriot's all-atoning name. 

So easy still it proves in factious times 

With public zeal to cancel private crimes. 

From ** MacFlecknoe." * 

This is thy province, this thy wondrous way. 

New humours to invent for each new play : 

This is that boasted bias of thy mind 

By which one way to dulness 'tis inclined, 

Which makes thy writings lean on one side still, 

And, in all changes, that way bends thy will. 

Nor let thy mountain belly make pretence 

Of likeness ; thine's a tympany of sense. 

A tun of man in thy huge bulk is writ. 

But sure thou art but a kilderkin of wit. 

Like mine, thy gentle numbers feebly creep ; 

Thy tragic Muse gives smiles, thy comic sleep. 

With whate'er gall thou setst thyself to write. 

Thy inoffensive satires never bite ; 

In thy felonious heart though venom lies. 

It does but touch thy Irish pen, and dies. 

Thy genius calls thee not to purchase fame 

In keen Iambics, but mild Anagram. 

Leave writing plays, and choose for thy command 

Some peaceful province in Acrostic land. 

There thou mayest wings display and altars raise 

And torture one poor word ten thousand ways ; 

Or, if thou wouldst thy different talents suit. 

Set thy own songs, and sing them to thy lute. 



^ This passage satirises Shad well, who had posed as a sort of reincarnation of Ben Jonson ; the 
'* moantain belly" is quoted from Jonson*s humorous description of himself. 
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The harmony and strength of Dryden's mature mannei , directed to iwrfectly 
serious themes, may now be exemplitied : — 

From "Rkuoio Laici," 

Dim as the borrowed beams of moon and stars 

To lonely, weary, wandering trai'ellers 

Is Reason to the soui : and as on high 

Thy rolling fires discover but the sky. 

Not hghi us here, so Reason's giimmering my 

Was lent, not to aa^ure our doubtful way, 

But guide us upward to a better day. 

And as those nightly tapers disappear 

When day's bright lord ascends our hemisphere, 

So pale grows Reason at Religion's sight. 

So dies, and so dissolves in supernatural light. 

Some few, whose lamp shone brighter, have been led 

From cause to cause to Nature's secret head, 

And found that one first principle must be ; 

But what or who that UNIVERSAL HE ; 

Whether some soul encompassing this ball, 

Unmade, unmoved, yet making, moving all, 

Orvarious atoms' interfering dance 

Leapt into form (the noble work of chance, 

Or this great All was from eternity, 

Not even the Stagirile himself could see, 

And Epicurus guessed as well as he. 

Fkom "The Hijjd and thk Panther," Part I. 

A milk-white Hind, immortal and unchanged 

Fed on the lawns and in the forest ranged ; 

Without unspotted, innocent within, 

She feared no danger, for she knew no sin. 

Yet had she oft been chaseii with horns and hounds 

And Scythian shafts ; and many winged wounds 

Aimed at her heart ; was often forced to fly. 

And doomed to death, though fated not to die. 

Not so her young ; for their unequal line 
Was hero's make, half human, half divine. 
Their earthly mould obnoxious was to fate. 
The immortal part assumed immortal state. 
Of these a slaughtered army lay in blood. 
Extended o'er the Caledonian wood. 
Their native walk ; whose vocal blood arose 
And cried for pardon on their perjured foes. 
Their fate was fruitful, and the sanguine seed. 
Endued with souls, increased the sacred breed. 
So captive Israel multiplied in chains, 
A numerous exile, and enjoyed her pains. 
With grief and gladness mixed, their mother viewed 
Her martyred oflfspring and their race renewed ; 
Their corps to perish, but their kind to last. 
So much the deathless plant the dying fruit surpassed. 

Panting and pensive now she ranged alone, 
And wandered in the kingdoms once her own. 
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The common hunt, though from their rage restrained 
By sovereign power, her company disdained. 
Grinned as they passed, and with a glaring eye 
Gave gloomy signs of secret enmity. 
Tis true she bounded by and tripped so light, 
They had not time to take a steady sight ; 
For truth has such a face and such a mien 
As to be loved needs only to be seen. 

Two examples may now be offered of the lyrical style of Di-yden : — 

From **The Ode to the Memory of Anne Killigrew." 

Thou youngest virgin-daughter of the skies, 

Made in the last promotion of the blest ; 
Whose palms, new plucked from Paradise, 
In spreading branches more sublimely rise, 

Rich with immortal green above the rest : 
Whether, adopted to some neighbouring star, 
Thou rollst above us in thy wandering race, 

Or in possession fixed and regular 
Moved with the heaven's majestic pace, 

Or called to more superior bliss, 
Thou treadst with seraphims the vast abyss : 
Whatever happy region be thy place, 
Cease thy celestial song a little space ; 
Thou wilt have time enough for hymns divine. 
Since Heaven's eternal year is thine. 
Hear then a mortal Muse thy praise rehearse 

In no ignoble verse, 
But such as thy own voice did practise here, 
When thy first fruits of poesy were given, 
To make thyself a welcome inmate there ; 
While yet a young probationer, 

And candidate of Heaven. 

A Song for St. Ceciija's Day. 

From harmony, from heavenly harmony 

This universal frame began ; 
When Nature underneath a heap 

Of jarring atoms lay. 
And could not heave her head. 
The tuneful voice was heard from high, 

Arise, ye more than dead. 
Then cold and hot and moist and dr>' 
In order to their stations leap. 

And Music's power obey. 
From harmony, from heavenly harmony 

This universal frame began : 

From harmony to harmony 
Through all the compass of the notes it ran, 
The diapason ending full in Man. 

What passion cannot Music raise and quell ? 
When Jubal struck the chorded shell. 
His listening brethren stood around, 

And, wondering, on their faces fell, 
To worship that celestial sound : 
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Less than a god they thought there could tict dwell 
Wiihin the hollow of that shell, 
That spoke so sweetly, and so well. 

What passion ca.nnot Music raise and quell ? 

The trumpet's loud clangor 

Excites us to arms 
With shrill notes of anger 

And mortal alarms. 
The double double double beat 

Of the thundering drum 

Cries, Hark ! the foes come ; 
Charge, charge, 'tis too late to retreat. 

The soft complaining fiuie 
In dying notes discovers 
The woes of hopeless lovers, 
Whose dirge is whispered by the warbling lute. 

Sharp violins proclaim 
Their jealous pangs and desperation, 
Fury, frantic indignation, 
Depth of pains and height of passion 

For the fair disdainful dame. 

But oh 1 what art can teach. 
What human voice can reach 
The sacred organ's praise? 
Notes inspiring holy love. 
Notes that wing their heavenly ways 
To mend the choirs above. 

Orpheus could lead the savage race. 
And trees unrooted left their place. 

Sequacious of the lyre ; 
But bright Cecilia raised the wonder higher : 
When to her organ vocal breath was given. 
An angel heard, and straight appeared, 

Mistaking earth for heaven. 



Grand Chorus. 

As from the power of sacred lays 

The spheres began to move. 
And sung the great Creator's praise 

To all the blessed above ; 
So when the last and dreadful hour 
This crumbling pageant shall devour. 
The trumpet shall be heard on high, 
The dead shall live, the li\'ing die. 
And Music shall untune the sky. 

LyrUii These elaborate lyrical writings of Dryden remained consistent in their 

%'iUareaim ^°'''" '° ^''^ pseudo- Pindaric type introduced by Cowley, and popular from 

1650 until well on into the eighteenth century. Amongst those who, 

in the early life of Dryden, were prominent writers of odes, may 
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be mentioned Katherine PHlLtPS {1631-1664), known as "the Matchless 
Orinda," and Thomas FlatmaN {1633-1688), whose Poems and Songs, first 
printed in 1674, became one of the most 
popnlar books of the age. Flatman, who 
was the direct disciple of Cowley, was 
decreed by his contemporaries an " in- 
fallible eternity," but none of his poetry, 
though sometimes elegant and manly, has 
pleased a modern taste. Of all the harvest 
of Pindaric odes, I13' far the most imagina- 
tive ill its references to exteiior nature was 
addressed to Flatman by a poet of whom 
nothing else is known, OctaVIL"S Pl'LLEYN. 
It opens thus : — 

Witliin the liaur.tcd tliirkcl, uhere 

The fcalhcred choristers are met to play. 
And cflebrnic, with voices dear 
And Jitcents sweet, llic pr:iise of May, 
The ouicl, thrush, ami sperkk-d lark. 

And Philomel, lh:il lovt's the dawn and dark,— 
These, the inspired llirony, 
In numbers smooth and sirony, 

Adorn their noble theme with an immort;d song ; 

Wbile wo<m1s and vaults, :hc brook, the neigh- 
bouring hill. 

Repeat the v;iried close, and the melodious trill. 




"The Matchleu Orinda" 



Of Flatman himself, one specimen may suffice :— 

The Surrender. 
I yield, I yield I Divine Althaea, sec 
How prostrate ai thy feet I bow, 
Fondly in love with my captivity ; 
So weak am I ! so mighty thou '. 
Not long ago, I could defy 
(Arm'd with wine and company) 
Beauty's whole artillery ; 
Quite vanquished now by thy miraculous chi 
Here, fair Althaea, take my arms ! 
For, sure, he cannot be of human race 
That can resist so bright, so sweet a face. 

Andrew Marrell (1611-1678) was the 

eldest son and fourth child of iha Rev. 
Andrew Marvell, incumbent of Winestead, in 
Yorkshire, where the poet was born on Easter 
Eve, 1621. When he was three years old his 
father was appointed master of the Grammar 
School at Hull, and the future poet seems to 
have run wild; in later years the "rude and unrivil language" of his satires was 
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attributed to his "first unhappy education among boatswains and cabin-boys." In 
his thirteenlh year, however, he went up to Cambridge as a sizar of Trinity College, 
whence, according to an odd slory, he was kidnapped by Jesuits and brought up 
10 London ; after several months his father found him and brought him back to 
Triniiy. He took his degree in ifijS, and seems to have been still living in college 
when, in 1641, his father, while escorting the daughter of his friend, Mrs. Skinner, 
across the Harbour, was drowned with all the party. Mar^-el! was immediately 
adopted by Mrs. Skinner, and after this event he is heard of no more at Cambridge. 
The next five years he spent on the 
Continent, and in 1650, when Lord 
Fairfax retired to his estates at Nun- 
applelon, he took Marvell with him 
as tutor to his little daughter Mary, 
afterwards Duchess of Buckingham. 
At Nunappleton, Marvell spent two 
yejrs of great contentment, and here 
he wrote nearly all the poems by 
which he hves in literature. He was 
unusually proficient in modern lan- 
guages, and this induced Milton, in 
1653, to propose him to Bradshaw 
as his coadjutor in the secretaryship. 
This appeal was, for the time, un- 
successful, but in 1657 Marvell be- 
came Milton's colleague. Marvell 
seems to have known Oliver Cromwell 

long poems in his praise. In January 
1659, Marvell was elected senior M.P. 
for Hull, and he served in every 
Parliament until his death. At the Restoration it is said that he "acted vigorously " 
in saving the Ufe of Milton. He became celebrated immediately for his personal 
integrity and devotion to public business. During these last years he circulated 
a series of coarse and envenomed satires against political and social abuses, 
and he made so many powerful enemies that when, on the 18th of ALigust 
167S, he rather suddenly died in London, his death was attributed to poison. 
But it is now supposed that Marvell died of an aguish attack, which the 
use of quinine, if that drug had then been procurable, would have removed, 
liis serious poetry had never been printed, and might easily have been lost, 
had not his widow shown a zealous care of it. She collected all that she 
could find, and published it in a thin folio of unusual typographical beauty, in 
1681. Marvell took a prominent part in the Church controversies of the day. 
He W.1S "of a middling stature, pretty strong set, roundish -faced, cherry -cheeked. 
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hazel eyes, brown hair." In that day, when almost all men had their price, 
Marvell's rigorous refusal of bribes was the subject of a surprised admira- 
tion, and figures in many anec- 
dotes. His satires, also posthumous, 



appeared in Poems on Affairs of 
State in 1689. 



The Bermudas. 

Where the remote Bermudas ride, 
In the ocean's bosom unespied, 
From a small boat, that rowed ^tlong, 
The listening winds received this 
sonjf : 

"What should we do but siiij,' His 

That led us through ihe watery 

Unto an Istc so long unknown, 
And j*el far kinder than our own ? 
Where He the huge sea-monsters 

Thai lift the deep upon their backs, 

He lands us on a grassy stage, 

.Safe from the storms, and prelate ,' 

rage. 
He gave us this eternal spring 
Which here enamels everything. 
And sends the fowls to us in care, 
On daily visils through the air ; 
He hangs in shade the orange bright. 
Like golden lamps in a green night, 
And does in the pomegranates close 
Jewels more rich than Ormus shows ; 
He makes the figs our mouths In 

.And throws the melons at our feel, 
Hut apples plants of such a price, 
No tree could ei-cr bear them twice. 
With cedars chosen by His hand 
From Lebanon, He stores the land, 
-■And makes the hollow seas that roar 
Proclaim the ambergrease on shore ; 
He cast (of which we rather boast) 
The tiospel's pearl upon our coast, 
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Title-page of Marveira Poems of 1681 

And in these rocks fur us did frame 
\ temple where to sound his name. 
Oh 1 let our voice His praise csalt, 
'Till it arrive at heaven's vault. 
Which then (perhaps) rebounding may 
Echo beyond the Mesique bay." 

Thus sung they, in ihc English boat, 
.\ holy and a cheerful mile. 
And all the way, to guide their chime, 
With falling oars they kept the lime. 



John Oldham (1653-1683) was the sou of the minister in Shipton-Moyne 
in Gloucestershire, where he was born on the rjih of August 1653. He 
proceeded from Tetbury Grammar School to St. Edmund Hall, Oxford, in 
1670. After taking his degree in 1674, Oldham was usher in a school at 
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John Oldham 

jV *> Doiim.feriHir!^ .1 



1 time his satires were beginning to 
be shown from band to haad in MS. 
One day the poet, and the school, wtre 
surprised by a visit from the Earls of 
Rochester and Dorset and Sir Charles 
Sedley, who paid him the highest com- 
pliments, and presently helped him to 
quit that mean position. From 1678 
to 1681 Oldham was private tutor in 
several distinguished families. He pub- 
lished his Salires upon the Jesuits in 
ihe latter year, and was encouraged by 
the success of it " to retire to LondoD 
and resort then among the wits." He 
induced the Earl of Kingston to be- 
come his patron, and he was living 
with that nobleman at Holme Pierre- 
point, in Notts, when he was seized with 
the small-pox, and died on the 9th of 
December 1683, in his thirty-first year. 
His Remains in Prose and Verse were 



1684, with the following magnificent poem of regret by Dryden:- 

' To THE Memorv of Mr. Oldham.'' 

Farewell, too little and too lately known, 

Whom I began to think and call my own : 

For sure our souls were near allied, and thine 

Cast in (he same poetic mould as mine. 

One common note on either lyre did strike, 

And knaves and fools we both abhorred alike. 

To the same goal did both our studies drive : 

The last set out the soonest did arrive. 

Thus Nisus fell upon the slippery place, 

Whilst his young friend performed and won the race. 

O early ripe ! to thy abundant store 

What could advancing age have added more: 

It might (what nature never gives the young) 

H.ive taught the numbers of thy native tongue. 

But satire needs not those, and wit will shine 

Through the harsh cadence ofa rugged line, 

A noble error, and but seldom made. 

When poets are by loo much force betrayed. 

Thy generous fruits, though gathered ere their prime, 

Still showed a quickness ; and maturing lime 

But mellows what we write to the dull sweets of rhyme. 

Once more, hail, and farewell ! farewell, thou young, 

But ah ! 100 short, Marcellus of our tongue ! 

Thy brows wiih ivy and wiih laurels bound ; 

But fate and gloomy night encompass thee around. 
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For the next twenty years, in spite of his congenial irregularity of perform- Uur styk 
ance, Dryden continued to be incomparably the greatest poet of his age. ^"^^"^ 
Although he wrote personal satire no more, he never lost that resonance, that 
voluminous note which the anger of 1681 had ripened in him. In The Hind 
and the Panther he softened the music a little, and embroidered a harsh garment 
with beautiful ornament of episode. In his successive odes and elegies, his 
copious verse-translations, his songs and his fables, he enlarged his ground, and 
even in his tragedies and comedies fell no longer below an average of merit 
which would have sufficed to make another man famous. This may be a 
proper moment for a consideration of Dryden's place in English poetry. It is 
certain that of those who are undeniably the leaders of our song he is far from 
being the most beloved. The fault is not all his, nor all that of the flat and 
uninspiring epoch in which he lived. A taste for poetry at the present day 
often involves no intellectual consideration whatever. Charm alone is made 
the criterion of excellence, and we often praise nothing but that which startles 
us by the temerity of fancy or the morhidezza of artistic detail. But Dryden, 
like Horace and Dante, judged otherwise. In his own words, "They cannot 
be good poets who are not accustomed to argue well." When he congratulated 
the age of which he was the greatest ornament on its poetical superiority, he 
u'as thinking mainly of intelligence and of workmanship. We value these 
qualities less, perhaps too little ; but, at all events, we shall do no justice to 
Dryden if we exclude them from our main conception of his aims. What he 
wished to do, and what he did, was to follow the great Latin poets with a close, 
yet easy reverence, and to observe, more obliquely, what the consummate 
Frenchmen of his own time were achieving. To all this he added a noble 
roughness and virility of speech which was part of his English birthright, a last 
legacy from the Chaucer and Shakespeare whom he still had the width of vision 
to admire. Dryden's exuberant vivacity, his solidity of judgment, his extra- 
ordinary command of all the rhetorical artifices of poetry, pointed him out as a 
leader of men, and should prepare us to find his influence the dominant one in 
all verse- writing in England for a hundred years after his death. It was Dryden 
who gave impetus and direction to the oratorical and anti-lyrical movement 
which continued to rule English poetry until, in its final decay, it was displaced 
by the romantic naturalism of Wordsworth. 

The foundation and development of modern English comedy on the pure Cemtdy 
Terentian basis is, from a technical point of view, one of the most remarkable 
features of the epoch which we are examining. The romantic comedy, in 
which Shakespeare had excelled, and in which even Shirley might be considered 
respectable, had vanished entirely with the closing of the theatres. What 
passed for comedy at the Restoration was of the Jonsonian type, the comedy of 
humours — we have already spoken of Wilson's efforts in this direction. But 
the true modern comedy, of which Corneille's Le Mcntcur (1642) is the first 
finished example, comedy as Moli^re understood it, was imported into England 
by Etheredge, in The Man of Mode. Sedley, too, less elegantly, was also an 
innovator; and a few years later William Wycherley, who had written a 



couple of farces or imbroglios in Ihe Sp:inish style, produced in The Coimfry 
U'i/f a vigorous and sparkling imitation of L'Ecolc dcs Fcmmcs, and followed it 
up with The Plain Dealer, one of the most brutally cynical, but none the less 
one of the best-conslructed pieces which have ever held the stage. With his 
raagiulkent gaiety and buoyancy, Wycherley exaggerated and disfigured the 
qualities which should rule the comic stage, but they were there; he w;is a 
rutlian, but a rufhan of genius. Wycherley and Etheredge represented 
comedy under Charles II, At the veiy close of the century there came the 
young wits whom 1 have elsewhere attempted to distinguish hy calling them 
the Orange School. Of these William Con'GREVE was the greatest ; his 
reign was short, from 1693 to 1700, but it was extremely brilliant. No 
one, perhaps, in any country, has written prose for the stage with so 
assiduous a solicitude for style. Congre\-e balances, polishes, sharpens his 
sentences till they seem like a set of instruments prepared for an electrical 
experiment ; the current is his unequalled wit, and it flashes and leaps 
without intermission from the first scene to the last. The result is one 
of singular artiticiality ; and almost from the outset — from the moment, al 
all events, that Congreve's manner ce;ised to dazzle with its novelty — some- 
thing w;is felt, even by his contemporaries, to be wanting. The something, 
uo doubt, was humanity, sympathy, nature. 

Sir Geoii;e Etheredge (i634(?)-i6gi) was probably brought upin France, bui 
we really know nothing definite about his parentage, education, or profession. He 
shows, however, a remarkably close acquaintance with Paris and Parisian life, and 
was doubllcis a resident in that city until after the Restoration. His first play, The 
CcfJ/rh-ti/ A'eTviii^r : or, Lwe in a Tub, was produced at the very end of 1663, and all 
the town found it, as Pepys did, "very nn;rry." In spite of its success, Elheredge did 
not come forward again until, in 1668, he brought out She Would if She Could; 
his t'lir.l pby. The Man of A f ode, was acted first in 1676. These are his only 
productions. We now first begin to catch sigHl of the dramatist as a person, and we 
find him the associate of the wild wits of the day, tossing fiddlers in blankets, and 
skirmishing with the watch. About 1678 Etheredge was married, and in 16S5 was 
appointed ErgHsh Resident or Envoy at Raiisbon. Before this he is believed to 
liave served diplomatically at Constantinople. For the next three years (1685-88) we 
can follow Etheredge pretty closely, as his official letters from Ratisbon have been 
preserved. He was expecting to be made Minister at Stockholm, when the Revolution 
obliged him, in 16S9, " to seek an asylum among the French," his interests being wholly 
bound up with those of James II. It is thought that the king sent him to Vienna to 
ask for help, and that, failing to get it, be then withdrew to Paris. According to an 
early legend, Etheredge fell downstairs in a drunken condition, and broke his neck. 
His death, at all events, is beUeved to have occurred in Paris early in 1691. Etheredge 
seems to have been a pleasant social butterfly; he is called "loose, wandering 
Etheredge in wild pleasures tossed," and " gentle, easy George." No portrait of him is 
known to exist, but he is described as a " fair, slender man," with a fresh complexion 
which he spoiled by drink. He was " very aflable and courteous, of a sprightly and 
generous temper." 
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Sir Charles Sedley (1639-1701) was the son of Sir John Sedley, Bart., of 
Aylesford ; his mother was Elizabeth, daughter of Sir Henry Savile, the famous provost 
of Eton. He was admit'ed a fellow-commoner of Wadham College, Oxford, in 1656, 
but left without taking a degree, and early in 1657 had married Catherine, the 
daughter of Earl Rivers. He withdrew 
to Aylesford and lived there quietly 
till the Restoration, when he came to 
court and was extremely well received 
by Charles II., who liked his jolly 
temper and reckless wit. He was the 
scandal of a scandalous age, fur his 
gross and impudent frolics, but after a 
very serious riot in 1663, Sedley took 
hfe a little more gravely. He entered 
politics as M.P. for New Romney, in 
1668, and for the rest of his life lie was 
usually in Parliament. His comedy of 
Ti^ Mulberry Garden, his best play, 
enjoyed a great success in 1668. 
James II. made Sedley's daughter his 
mistress, and created her Countess of 
Dorchester; "this honour, so far from 
pleasing, greatly shacked Sir Charles." 
He determined to aid William of 
Orange, and wittily said: "As the Kin^ 
has made my daughter [Catherine] 
a countess, I will endeavour to make his daughter [Mary] a queen, for I hate 
ingratitude." He had the pleasure of seeing his wishes gralified. Sedli^y died on 
the aoth of August 1701. He was a very sparkling talker, and a gay, agreeable 
companion ; and, with Rochester, one of the best song-writers of the age. 

Song bv Sir Chaklks Selk.ky. 
PhiUis is my only joy, 

Faithless as I he winds or seas. 
Sometimes coming, sometimes toy, 
Vet she never fails to please ; 
If with a frown 

Phillis smiling 

And bcguilin),' 
Makes me happier th.in before. 
Though alas ! too lale I find 
Nolhing can her fancy fix, 
Yet ihe moment she is kind 
I forgive her with her tricks ; 

Which though I see, 

I can't get free, — 

She deceiving, 

I believing,— 
What need lovers wish for more. 
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Hut if Ihis murder you'd forego. 

Your slave from death removing. 
Lei me your art of charminj; know. 

Or you learn mine of lovinj; ; 
But whether life or death betide, 

In love 'tis equal ineasure, 
The victor lives with empty pride. 

The vanquished dies with pleasure 



APHRA BEHN: WYCHERLEY 16 1 

Song by Mrs. Aphra Behn (1640-1689). 
[From " Abdelazar."] 

Love in fantastic triumph sate, 

Whilst bleeding hearts around him flowed, 
For whom fresh pains he did create, 

And strange tyrannic power he showed ; 
From thy bright eyes he took his fires, 

Which round about in sport he hurled ; 
But 'twas from mine he took desires 

Enough to undo the amorous world. 




Aphra Behn 

From me he took his sighs and tears, 

From thee his pride and cruelty, 
From me his languishment and fears. 

And every killing dart from thee ; 
Thus thou, and I, the god have armed, 

And set him up a deity. 
But my poor heart alone is harmed, 

While thine the victor is, and free. 

William Wycherlcy (1640-17 15) was the son of a Shropshire country gentleman, WycherUy 
Daniel Wycherlcy, of Clive, where he is said to have been born in 1640. In 1655 
he was taken to France to be educated, and for some years "he resided upon 
the banks of the Gharente." A precocious and handsome boy, he was admitted 
into the society of the French court, and became a Roman Catholic. At the Restora- 
tion he returned to England and the English Church; he became first a student 
of the Inner Temple, and then a gentleman-commoner of Queen's College, Oxford, 
where he lived in the Provost's lodge. He left the University without taking a degree, 
and coming up to London threw himself into such a career of gaiety as the new reign 
had opened to any young man of quality and wealth. He was at one time a soldier 
serving in the Dutch War. It is difficult, however, to conjecture what his occupations 
may have been until 167 1, when he produced at Drury Lane his first work, the comedy 
of Love in a Wood, This was a very great success, and introduced Wycherlcy not 
merely to his fellow-poets but to various great ladies, among whom the Duchess 
of Cleveland was the most prominent. A coarse but picturesque anecdote recounts 
the manner in which the latter bestowed her favour upon Wycherlcy, and exemplifies 
that readiness of badinage which we learn was one of his most dazzling ornaments. The 
liaison between Wycherlcy and the Duchess " made a great noise in the town,'* and 
excited the jealousy of the Duke of Buckingham, who threatened to ruin the 
poet. A meeting between them was, however, contrived, and the Duke succumbed to 
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Wycherley's wit and charm. The latter was now one of the prominent figures in 
London society, and he had a short period of brilliant dramatic success, with The 
Gtntlemart Dancing Master m. 1672, The Country Wife in 1673, and The Plain Dealer 

in 1674; each of these plays was first printed somewhat later. During an illness 
Charles 11. visited the poet in his lodgings, and poured every mark of favour upon 
him. \\'ycherley, howiivcr, gave offence by marrying the young Dowager Countess 

ithout asking the roya! consent. 
From this point, about 1678, 
the tide of Wycherley's fortunes 
turned, and he endured one 
misfortune after another. His 
wife died in 1681, leaving him 
her large estates, but a flaw 
was found in the will and 
^^'ycherley became penniless. 
W'l is said to have spent seven 
\Lars in a debtor's prison, and 
iin his release lived a life of 
great retirement. James II. 
L-'ave him a pension of ^200 
a year, and when at length his 
father died in 1697 Wycherley 
came in for a life-interest in the 
Shropshire property. In 1704, 
when he was sixty- four, he 
entered into his curious corre- 
spondence with the youthful 
I'ope, and was encouraged to 
]iiiblish his "Poems.'' In his 
sL-venty-sixth year Wycherley 
persuaded a young girl of 
some fortune to marry him; 
he survived this disgraceful act 
\%. He was buried in the vault 
his youth for a com- 
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only eleven davs, dying at the close of the year 

of Covenl Garden Church. Wycherley was celebrated 

bination of vivacity and physical strength which made him highly attractive. 

was a very handsome man, and his success with the ladies was so great as to be 

embarrassing to himself. In spite of the extreme readiness of his wit in conversation, 

he was a solid, slow, and even laborious writer, and it is due, no doubt, to indolence that 

he produced so little in a field where his excellence was universally admitted. His plays 

would even now be read, were it not that they exhibit in their vigorous and vivacious 

scenes the coarse life of the times with too cynical and even brutal an exactitude. 

William Congreve (r67o-r7a9), who belonged to an ancient Staffordshire 
family, was born at Bardsey, near Leeds, on the 10th of February 1670. His father, 
who was also William Congreve, moved into Ireland, and the poet's childhood was 
spent at Youghal and at Lismore. He was educated at Kilkenny school, and went in 
r68s to Trinity College, Dublin. Here he made the friendship of Swift, and began to 
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write. In i6S8 the Congreves seem to have returned to iheiT home at Stratton, in 
Staffordshire. The poet composed his first play, The Old Bachelor, in a garden in 
1690, while he was recovering from a long illness. Congreve came up to London in 
March 1 691, and fonned the acquaintance of Dryden, who was greatly attracted to him, 
and a'lrised h'm in the production of his works. A novel. Incognita, belongs to 1692, 
and Congreve was one of those who had ihe honour of helping Dryden to 
complete his translation of Juvtnal and J'ersius. The Old Bachelor was brought 
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Extntct from mn Autograph Letter of WTcherlej to Lord Halifax 

out at the Theatre Royal in the fir^t days of 1693, and enjoyed a signal success. 
Dryden said that "he never saw such a first play in his life, and Congreve at 
once stepped to the front rank of contemporary authorship, at the age of only 
twenty- three. Later, in the same year, he produced The Double Dealer, and 
passed under the protection of Queen Mary. Lcn'e for Lave appeared at faster 
1695, and Congreve, who by tliis time seems to have squander<;d his paternal 
resources, was made a Commissioner of Hackney Coaches. His tragedy of The 
Mourning Bride was acted early in 1697, and in i6g8 Congreve was much 
disturbed, and his prestige successfully assailed, by Jeremy Collier's attacks upon 
the impiety and indecency of the stage. Congreve attempted to answer Collier, 
but in an unfortunate style and spirit. In March 1700, The Way of Ihe World 
was brought out at Lincoln's Inn ; this was the most splendidly elaborate of all 
Congreve's plays, and he anticipated brilliant results from it. It was only partly 
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successful, and Congreve, though not quite thirty years of age, withdrew in disgust 
from public life, after bringing out his opera of The Judgment of Paris in 1701, 
After this date his publications were rare, and of trifling importance. Congreve 
had begun, as quite a young man, to suffer from the gout, and his health now 
continued to decline. In 1705 he joined Vanbrugh in the management of the 
Haymarkct Theatre, and his Tnancia! position was improved in the same year by his 
r of Wine Licences. In 1710 Congreve collected his 
"works," and although he was 
now but forty years of age he 
posed as an old man, represen- 
tative of a bygone generation. 
He formed an intimacy wiih 
Henrietta, Duchess of Marl- 
borough, which lasted on to 
the close of his life. In 1776 
he was visited by Voltaire, who 
found him entirely indifferent 
lo literature : " he spoke of his 
works as trifles thai were be- 
neath him, and hinted that 
[Voltaire] should visit him 
upon no other foot than that 
of a gentleman who led a life 
of plainness and simplicity." 
In I7H8 he had a last Bash 
of inventive power, and wrote 
his graceful Epistle to Lord 
Cobham. In the early spring 
of that year he went down 10 
Bath with the Duchess and 
Gay ; returning to London in 
the autumn, Congreve's coacb 
was upset, and he sustained 
internal injuries. He gradually 
sank, and passed away, in his house in Surrey Street, Strand, on the i9tb 
of January 1729. He was buried in Westminster Abbey. He left £,10,000 
to the Duchess of Marlborough, who wasted it in all kinds of pranks and 
folly, among other things, on a life-sized statue of Congreve in wax, which 
was made to nod when she spoke to it, and the feet of which were daily 
treated for gout by a physician, Congreve, in his prime, was a handsome 
plump man, very easy-going and friendly. Gay called him " unreproachful," and 
Pope and Tonson agreed that Garth, Vanbrugh, and Congreve were "the three 
most honest-hearted real good men " in the Kit-Kat Club. Although his health 
broke up so completely before middle life, Congreve was nimble and athletic in 
his early youth. His friendship with Mrs. Bracegirdle, " the Diana of the stage," was 
lifelong, and was continued with an elegant discretion that silenced scandal ; in one of 
his letters Congreve says, "You know me enough to know that I feel very sensibly and 
silently for those whom I love." 
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e simply 
Ihrows his characters at one 
another's he:ids, and leaves 
thera to fight it out as they 
wiil. But he has great fire 
and vigour of redundant 
fancy. After him came Far- 
QL'HAR, with his mess-room 
tone, and what Pope called 
his "pert, low dialogue," but 
also with a manly tender- 
ness that excused his faults. 
Steele followed, with his 
lachrymose comedies of sen- 
timent ; and in Susannah 
Centlivre the music that 
litheredge had begun to so 
sprightly a tune came to an 
ignominious linale. Of all 
the brilliant body of literature 
so produced in some forty 
years, not one piece has held 
the stage. There were moral 
reasons for this inevitable ex- 
clusion. If jnerit of a purely 
literary or even theatrical 
kind were alone to be considered, revivals of Wycherley and Congreve ought 
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to be frequent. But the lact is that Restoration comedy is of a universal 
profligate coarseness whicS enters info the very essence of the plot and is 
ineradicable. It is only by dint of the most delicate pilotage that one or 
other of these admirably written comedies is now and again, in an extremely 
modified form, safely steered across the footlights. In 1698 the non- 
juror Jeremy Collier made an attack on the immorality and profaneness of 
the English stage. The public was on Collier's side, and his blows were 
so efficient that they practically killed, not indecency only, but the practice 
of comedy itself. 

Sir John Vanbnigh (1664-1726) was the son of Giles Vanbmgh or Van 
Bnigg, a sugar-baker of Flemish descent, settled in London ; the future dramatist and 
architect was christened there, in the parish of St. Nicholas Aeons, on the 34th of 
January 1664, The family left London in 1665, and are found settled at Chester in 
1667, whereGiles Van- __ 

'«r':;^ *M^, •^^**' 



brugh continued to be 
a leading citizen until 
his deatti in 1689. 
His son John is 
thought to have been 
sent to France in 1683 
to study architecture, 
and in 1692 was 
"clapped up in the 
Bastille " under sus- 
picion of being a spy. 
He was imprisoned 
there for some time, 
and during this en- 
forced idleness he be- 
thought himself that 
he might try his hand 
at a comedy, and he 
sketched what after- 
wards became Tie 
PrffBokd Wife. Later 
in the year 1693 we 
find him released, 
styled Captain Van- 
bnigh, and fighting 
a duel with a colonel 
of the Scotch Guards, 
whom he killed. We know little of Vanbrugh's mode of life until 1696, when he produced 
his iiTBt play, TSe Relapse, which was quickly succeeded, in 1697, by ^sop and The 
Provolfd Wife. The success of those dramas was extraordinary, and Vanbu^h took his 
pkice at once as one of the two or three leading dramatists of the day. He was in- 
volved, in 1698, in the acrimonious controversy between the Church and the Stage, which 
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was started by Jeremy Collier. Vanbnigh wrote several other plays before, in 1702, he 
was appointed by Lord Carlisle the architect of Castle Howard. His success with 
this building led to his being nominated by Queen Anne Comptroller of the Public 
Worlcs, and in the summer of 1705 he began the long and trying business of building 
Blenheim. In spite of his total ignorance of heraldry, which he had ridiculed in one 
of his plays, Vanbrugh was created Clarenceux King-at-Arms. He was now extremely 
prosperous, but he was so unwise as to waste his money in building " a stately theatre 
in the Haymarket," which was a failure and a drain upon his resources for many years. 
His [>eace of mind was also embittered by the ingratitude and folly of the Duchess of 
Marlborough, who at last dragged him into the Court of Chancery. Towards the end 
of his life, however, Vanbrugh seems to have recovered his prosperity and peace, and 
to have been engaged in a great deal of profitable architectural business. He died of 
quinsy, in the house he had built for himself at Whitehall — that " thing resembling 
a goose-pie" at which Swift had mocked — on the 26th of Ttlorch 1726. Vanbrugh 
was good-natured, very easy and witty in conversation, "an honest-hearted real good 
man," Pope said. Although his own architecture is extremely heavy and pseudo- 
Palladian, Vanbrugh had a sympathy before his time with mediaeval work. He strove 
vehemently, though in vain, to save Woodstock from the vandal Duchess, and his 
" inclination to ruins " was laughed at by his prosaic contemporaries. 

Geoi^e Farquhar (1678-1707) was son of a dean of Armagh, and was bom 
at Londonderry in 1678. He went up to Dublin as a siiar of Trinity Collie in 
July 1694, but " his gay and volatile disposition could not long relish the grave and 
regular course of a collegiate life." He paid more attention to the players' company 
than to his professors, and soon appeared 
on the stage itself. Farquhar was a fair 
actor, and might have taken up his profession, 
but he was so unfortunate as to inflict a 
very serious wound with a sword on a fellow- 
tragedian as they were acting The Indian 
Emperor together, and he lost his nen'e 
itirely. He proceeded to I^ondon, in 1696, 
I and began to write for the stage. He was 
only twenty, when his first comedy. Love and 
Bottli, was very well received at Drury 
Lane. Farquhar composed seven comedies, 
several of which were among the most suc- 
cessful compositions of the age. He intro- 
duced Mrs. Anne Oldfield to the boards, 
and that illustrious actress appeared in all 
Farquhar's pieces. In 1700 he spent some 
time in Holland. In 1703 a penniless girl, 
who had fallen madly in love with Farquhar, 
eorge arqu ar contrived, by representing herself as a great 

heiress, to entrap him into marriage ; " to his immortal honour be it recorded 
that he never once was known to upbraid his wife for an imposition which love 
for Jiim alone had urged her to." This unlucky marriage, however, is supposed to 
have shortened his life, for his eminently sensitive nature suffered so much distress 
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from the privations to which his wife and children were exposed by poverty, that his 
health gave way, and he died of a decline in April 1707, not having completed his 
thirtieth year. He did not live to enjoy the success of The Beaux^ Stratagem^ the latest 
and perhaps the most sparkling of his comedies. Farquhar was a romantic creature, 
" splenetic and yet amorous " ; for several years he was a soldier, and lieutenant in an 
Irish regiment, but he had at last to sell his commission to pay his debts. He was a 
warm-hearted, glowing man, too sensitive to bear the blows of life and ill-prepared to 
parry them. 

The long life of CoUey Gibber (1671-1757) extends far into the eighteenth 
century, to which it seems to belong, but he was actually writing for the stage a 
little earlier than Vanbrugh or Farquhar. He was the son of Caius Gabriel Gibber, 
a Danish sculptor settled in London, where he was born, on the 6th of November 
167 1, in Southampton Street, Covent Garden. He was sent to school at Grantham, in 
Lincolnshire, and was to have proceeded to Gambridge, but his father being at 
Ghatsworth engaged on some decorations, the Earl of Devonshire saw the young 
Golley, and took him into his service. Before he was twenty, however, he had 
determined to be an actor, but after six years' training, and in spite of the patronage 
of Gongreve, he made little advance, until, in 1696, he brought out his first comedy 
of Lav^s Last Shifts and began to attract more attention. He supplied the declining 
stage with pieces of all kinds, and from 1708 to 1733 was one of the managers of 
Drury Lane Theatre. He continued to act even in old age, his last appearance being 
in the part of Pandulph, in his own tragedy of Papal Tyranny^ in February 1745. 
On the death of the Rev. Lawrence Eusden (. . .-1730), Gibber was appointed poet- 
laureate, and began to produce deplorable birthday odes. In the course of his life. 
Gibber produced a very large number of dramatic pieces, of which he published about 
thirty. He succeeded best in social comedy, and his Careless Husband (1706), and T7u 
Nonjuror (it iZ), display his easy talent at its brightest ; it is to the credit of his plays 
that they are far more decent than those of his predecessors and early contemporaries. 
Gibber is remembered, however, less for his dramatic writings than for his pamphlet 
controversy (1742-44) with Pope, in which, to a surprising degree, he got the better of 
the eminent antagonist who so rashly attacked him ; and for his Apology ( 1 740), an 
autobiography delightful in itself, and precious for the information which it supplies 
regarding the theatrical life of an obscure and yet very interesting period (i 690-1 730). 
CoUey Gibber lived until the 12th of December 1757, having reached his eighty-seventh 
year. He died in his house at Islington, painlessly and suddenly, after a life " passed 
in the utmost ease, gaiety, and good-humour," and was buried in the vault of the 
Danish church in Whitechapel. 

Thomas Southeme (1660-1746) was bom at Oxmantown in co. Dublin in 
1660. After spending a few months at Trinity Gollege, he left Ireland and became in 
1678 a student of the Middle Temple. He then proceeded to Pembroke Gollege, 
Oxford, where he took his degree in 1683. A year earlier, however, he had begun his 
career as a dramatist with The Loyal Brother^ a highly successful tragedy. Of his 
numerous plays — several of which enjoyed very large pecuniary success — the most famous 
were The Fatal Marriage^ 1694, and Oroondko^ 1696. Southerne was a soldier, and 
rose to be captain in an infantry regiment. The last twenty years of his life were spent 
in repose in Westminster, and he, who in his youth had been intimate with Dryden, 
survived to be an object of respectful interest to Gray. 
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Susanna Freeman, known as Mrs. Centlivre (1680-1723), after romantic 
k. ad ventures— she spent some months disguised as a young man in a Cambridge college 
V>— took to the st^e in 1700 as author and actress. In the latter capacity she had 
■little talent ; in the former she enjoyed much success, and published ninett;en plays, of 
Mhich The Busy Body (1709), and A Bold Stroke /or a li'i/e {17 18), have genuine 
Lvivacity, and display the last flashes of the social wit of Etheredge and Congreve. She 
lairied the Queen's cook, Mr. Joseph Centlivrt:, who had a house in Spring Gardens, 
P*bere the dramatist died on the 1st of December 1723. 

^tntley No general sur\'ey of the close of the seventeenth century could be complete 
without a reference to tlie celebrated dispute as to what was called the Old and the 
New Philosophy. It occupied all the countries of Europe, but chiefly France, 
where the private sessions of the French Academy were torn with disputes 
itbout the relative importance of the ancient and the modern writers. It was 
raised very definitely hy Fonlenelle in 1688, and by Perrault, each of whom 
was on the side of the moderns. In this country, in 1692, Temple, with 
voluminous elegance and pomp, printed a solemn defence of the Greeks and 
Lectins, and took occasion to praise, in terms of the most exaggended hyperbole, 
certain Epistles of Phalaris, supposed to be written in Attic Greek by a Sicilian 
tyrant of the sixth century before Christ. Nobody possessed Phalaris, and tf> 
meet a sudden demand a publisher issued an edition of his text in 1695. 
Richard Bentley had somewhat contemptuously denied the authenticity of 
the Lftiers, and Charles Boyle, the editor, although he was himself a doubter, 
took occasion to charge Bentley with roughness and discourtesy. Bentley 
sharply defended his position in an extended Appendix to the second edition 
of William Wotton's Reflections in 16Q7 ; in this he expressed his contempt for 
the spurious Phahiris and for Boyle's editorial ineptitude. Boyle's Church 
friends replied with Dr. Bcntley's Dissertation Examin'd, 1698, and this drew 
from Bentley the Dissertation on the Letters of Phalaris, 1699, which marks an 
era in the development of European scholarship. It is the most brilliant piece 
of destructive commentary that, perhaps, was ever published, and it revealed in 
Bentley a critic of an entirely new order. But even more extraordinary was 
the textual and verbal work of Bentley, whose discovery, as Bunsen has pointed 
out, is the science of historical philology. Into the controversy which raged 
around the phantom of Phalaris Swift presently descended ; but he added 
nothing to scholarship, and what he gave to literature must be treated in 
the next chapter. Meanwhile it is not uninstructive to find Bentley closing 
these forty years of mainly critical movement with such an exact criticism of 
the ancients as no one since the days of Scaliger had approached. 

Richard Bentley (1662-1742) was the son of a yeoman in the hamlet of OultoDr 
near Wakefield, in Yorkshire, where he was born on the a7th of January 1662, He 
went to school at Wakefield at ten, and at fourteen proceeded to St. John's College, 
Cambridge, as a sub-sizai. On leaving the University he became headmaster of Spalding 
School, and later on, in 1682, tutor to the second son of Dean Stillingfleet. In the 
Deanery of St. Paul's Bentley's life was now j^pent until 1689, and all this time he was 
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widening his already considerable knowledge of the Greek and Latin writers. When 
Stillingfleet was made Bishop of Worcester, Benlley took orders and resided in 
Oxford ; here, while working in the Bodleian, his first literary schemes took shape. 
In 1691 he published his Letter to Mill, in which he proved himself "a new and 
brilliant light" in English classical criticism. In March 1692, he delivered his 
famous Boyle Lectures in the Church of St. Martin's in London. His criticism of 
Callimachus in 1693 proved him the finest intuitive scholar in Europe, and in 1694 he 
was appointed Royal Librarian. 
It is in evidence that already I 
his great eminence had come 
too suddenly for Bentley's 
modesty to endure it. To 
some one who remarked on 
the young critic's powers to 
Stillingfleet, the Bishop replied, 
"Yes, had he but the gift of 
humility he would be the most 
extraordinary man in Europe." 
In 1695 the long controversy 
on the relative merits of the 
Ancients and the Moderns re- 
solved itself in England into 
the controversy on the Letters 
of Phalaris, in which Bentley 
took a prominent part until at 
least 1699, The contest was 
brilliantly, but most unfaitlj', 
summed up by Swift in his 
Tale of a Tub and The Battle 
of the Books. I^ter, in 1699, 
Bentley was appointed Master 
of Trinity College, and Cam- 
bridge became his residence 
for the remainder of his life. 

He quarrelled almost immediately with the fellows about a college dividend, and being 
made vice-chancellor immediately vetoed the gaieties of Sturbridge Fair. IVom the 
first, he is accused of arbitrary and intolerant behaviour, and even if certain reforms 
were needful at Trinity, Bentley's manner of introducing them was extremely vexatious. 
Nevertheless, for ten years the fellows of Trinity endured him, evun when, as Professor 
Jebb says, "he denounced them as the refuse of humanity because ihey dared to lift 
their heads against his insolent assumption of absolute power." At Christmas, 1709, 
they at length plucked up courage to beard the terrible Master, wlio Hung out of the 
room, exclaiming: "Henceforward, farewell peace to Trinity Coliege." Thereupon, 
indeed, began a period of extraordinary disturbance, in the course of which Benlley 
saw himself attacked by the University, the court, and the law, but through which, 
with an amazing pertinacity, he stuck to his principles and abated nothing of his pride. 
In 1724 his degrees, of all of which he had been deprived, were restored to him. and 
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he was offered the Bishopric of BriitoL He refused it, being determined to stay on at 
Trinity, and -fight, and die. In 1734 he was sentenced by the court of the Bishop 
of Ely to be deprived of the Mastership. To the astonishment of eveiy one he 
refused to go, saying : '' Despoil others, but keep your hands off Hector." A com- 
promise with the terrible man was effected, and in 1738 Bentl^ was finally left at 
peace. His Afami'/tus, the last of his great critical productions, appeared the following 
year. On the 14th of July 1742, Bentley died of a pleuritic fever, in his eighty-first 
year, in the lodge of Trinity, and lies buried in the college chapd. 

From Bentley's "Sermons." 

Without society and government man would be found in a worse condition than the 
very beasts of the field. That divine ray of reason, which is his privilege above the brutes, 
would only serve in that case to make him more sensible of his wants, and more uneasy and 
melancholic under them. Now, if society and mutual friendship be so essential and 
necessary to the happiness of mankind, 'tis a clear consequence that all such obligations 
as are necessary to maintain society and friendship are incumbent on every man. No one, 
therefore, that lives in society, and expects his share in the benefits of it, can be said to live 
to himself. 

No, he lives to his prince and his country ; he lives to his parents and his family ; he 
lives to his friends and to all under his trust ; he lives even to foreigners, under the 
mutual sanctions and stipulations of alliance and commerce ; nay, he lives to the whole race 
of mankind. Whatsoever has the character of man, and wears the same image of God 
that he does, is truly his brother, and, on account of that natural ouisanguinity, has a just 
claim to his kindness and benevolence. . . . The nearer one can arrive to this universal 
charity, this benevolence to all the human race, the more he has of the divine character 
imprinted on his soul ; for God is love^ says the apostle ; he delights in the happiness of 
all his creatures. To this public principle we owe our thanks for the inventors of sciences 
and arts ; for the founders of kingdoms, and first institutors of laws ; for the heroes that 
hazard or abandon their own lives for the dearer love of their country ; for the statesmen 
that generously sacrifice their private profit and case to establish the public peace and 
prosperity for ages to come. 

Burnet and Certain writers towards the close of this period took a prominent part in 
^^ political and social life, but were not perceived, until long after their deaths, 

to have been leaders in literature also. Of these one, Pepys, of whom we 
have already spoken, w^as not known to his contemporaries to be a writer 
at all ; others, of whom Gilbert Burnet and Roger North w^ere typical, 
published indeed small works which attracted some attention, but are now 
remembered mainly by their secret and posthumous contributions to letters. 
Imperfection of delivery, balanced by daring of thought and freshness of 
matter, is the quality which strikes us in these composers of memoirs and 
private histories, who added a certain freedom to style in their unaffected 
and untrammelled notes of contemporary events. But it is w^orth observing 
that in these men — in Gilbert Burnet, in particular — we meet with a very 
early tendency towards a purely journalistic and non-literary form of 
expression, and that such a historian is really a sensational and highly 
polemical leader-writer born too soon, and forced to write history by the 
lack of a newspaper in which to air his prejudices. 

Gilbert Burnet (1643-17 15) was born at Edinburgh on the i8th of September 
1643, ^"<i was educated at Marischal College, Aberdeen. He came to England, already 
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a brilliant scholar, in 1663, and made a short stay both at Cambridge and Oxford, before 
suning for Holland and France. He was made a Fellow of the Royal Society at the 
age of twenty-one. In 1665 he received the Scotch living of Saltoun, and remained 
in Scotland until 1673, having 
twice refused an English bishop- 
ric. At last, at the express 
wish of the King, he came up 
to London, and ultimately 
settled in court as a royal 
chaplain. From this time for- 
ward, Burnet took an unceasing 
part in the whirl of ecclesiastical 
politics, and was a witness of 
innumerable curious events in 
the history of his own times. 
In r688 he became Bishop of 
Salisbury, and died in Ix>ndon 
on the 7th of March 1715. 
Burnet wasa pamphleteer of un- 
ceasing energy, but of the works 
which he published in his life 
only two reward the general 
reader, 7&r Ufe and Death of 
John \Wilmoi\, Earl of Ro- 
chesier, 1680, and The Lift and 
Dealhof Sir Matthtw Hale, 1 68 a, 
neither of them biographies in 
the ordinary sense, but specious 
introductions to fashionable 
theology. It is not by these, however, but by his copious History of My Chun Times 
that Burnet lives. This valuable, but not very exhilarating, storehouse of state facts 
was not printed until 1733, with a second volume in 1734. 

From "The Life and Death of Rochester." 
He told me of another odd presage thai one had of his approaching death in the Lady 
Warre, his mother-in-law's bouse ; the chaplain had dreamt that such a day he should 
die, hut being' by all the family put out of the belief of il, he had almost forgot it, till the 
evening before at supper, there being thirteen at table, according 10 a fond conceit that 
one of these must soon die, one of the young ladies pointed to him, that he was to die. 
He, remembering his dream, fell inlo some disorder, and the Lady Warre reproving him 
for his superstition, he said he was confident he was to die before morning, but he being 
in perfect health, it was not much minded. It was Saturday night, and he was to preach 
next day. He went to his chamber and sat up late, as it appeared by the burning candle, 
and he had been preparing his notes for his sermon, but was found dead in his bed next 
morning; these things, he said, made him inclined to believe the soul was a substance 
distinct from matter, and this often retuiied into his thoughts. But that which perfected 
his persuasion about it, was, that in the sickness which brought him so near death before I 
first knew him, when his spirits were so low and spent thai he could not move nor stir, 
and he did not think to live an hour ; he said his reason and judgment were so clear and 
strong, that from thence he was fully persuaded that death was not the spending or 
dissolution of the soul, but only the separation of it from matter. 
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Roger North (1653-1734) was an amiquary and local historian of the eastern 
counties, who was an active lawyer until near ihe close of the centuiy, And then, 

rttiring to Rougham in Notfo'lc — where he died on the ist of March 1734— devoted 
his leisure to local history, and to ihe biographies of his family. He published in his 
lifetime praclicnily nothing, but after his dealh appeared in 1740 his £xame», and 
in 1741-44 his Lives of the Norths. Dr. Jessopp printed his Autobiography in 1877 
and his Correspondence in 1890. 

Throughout the period from 1660 to 1700 the word "criticism" lias had 
incess:intly to invade our narrative. Looktd upon broadly, this \vas the least 
creative and the most critical of all the main divisions of our literary history. 
The Renaissance had finally departed ; after a lingering ilhiess, marked at first 
by fantitstic conceits, then by utter insipidity, it had died. It was necessaiy to 
get hold of something quite living to take its place, and what France originally, 
and then England from 1660 onwards, chose, was the imilatio xvlenim, the 
literature, in prose and verse, which seemed most closely to copy Ihe models of 
Latin style. Aristotle and Horace were taken not merely as patterns, but as 
arbiters. No fer.ture was permitted unless classical authority for it could be 
produced, and it was needful at every step to test an innovation by the rules 
and the unities. Hence the temper of the age became essentially critical, and 
to discuss the machinery of the musical box more important than to listen to 
the music. Instead of the licentious use of any stanzaic form that might suit 
the whim of the poet, serious verse was practically tied down to the heroic 
couplet of two rhyming lines of five beats each. This had been mainly the 
creation of Waller in England, as the regular pendulous alexandrine was of 
Malherbe in France. Rhyme of this exact and balanced kind had been defended, 
even for plays, by Dryden, on the groufrd that it is thst "which most regulates 
the fancy, and gives the judgment its busiest employment." 

All this is much out of fashion nowadays, and to our impressionist critics, 
eager (or sensations — for the "new note," for an "individual manner" — must 
seem preposterous and ridiculous. But a writer like Dryden, responsible for 
the movement of literature in the years immediately succeeding the Restoration, 
had a grave task before him. He was face to face with a bankruptcy ; he had 
to float a new concern on the spot where the old had sunken. That uniformity 
of manner, that lack of salient and picturesque individuality, which annoy the 
hasty reader, were really unavoidable. Dryden and Tillotson, Locke andOtway, 
with their solicitude for lucidity of language, rigidity of form, and closeness of 
reasoning, were laying anew the foundations upon which literature might once 
more be built. It is better to build on Malherbe and Dryden, even if we think 
the ground-plan a httle dull, than upon Marino and Gongora. 

Unfortunately, in an age so closely set upon externals and the manipulation 
of language, it was likely that the inward part of literature might be neglected. 
Accordingly, while the subjects of the latest Stuarts were polishing their couplets 
and clarifying their sentences, they neglected the natural instincts of the heart. 
It was an age of active intellectual curiosity, but not of pathos or of passion. 
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The stage was for ever protesting the nobility of its sentiments, yet, save in 
Venice Preserved, it is difficult to find a single Restoration play where there is 
any tenderness in the elevation, and real tears behind the pomp of the rhetoric. 
The theatre was so coarse that its printed relics remain a scandal to European 
civilisation, and that the comedies of Otway and Southerne (for the tragedians 
were the greatest sinners when they stooped to farce) could ever have been 
acted to mixed audiences, or to any audience at all, can hardly be conceived. 
It would, of course, be very narrow-minded to judge the whole age by its plays. 
It had its pure divines, its refined essayists and scholars, its austere philo- 
sophers. But we cannot go far wrong in taking that redoubtable gossip 
Pepys as a type of the whole. It was not an enthusiastic, nor a delicate, 
nor an impassioned age, and we must not look for intensity in its pro- 
ductions. What we should admire and should be grateful for are its good 
sense, its solidity of judgment, and its close attention to thoroughness and 
simplicity in workmanship. 




During the final years of the reign of William 111., literature in England 
was in a stagnant condition. Almost the only department in which any 
vitality was visible was comic drama, represented by Congreve, Cibber, 
Vanbfugh, and Farquhar. A vast quantity of verse was poured forth, 
mainly elegiac and occasional, but 
most of it of an appalling badness. 
At the death of Dryden, in 1700, 
only two prominent non-dramatic 
poets survived : Garth, who had 
just published a polished burlesque, 
The Dispensary, under the influ- 
ence of Boileau's Le Lutrin ; and 
Addison, whose hyperbolic com- 
pliments addressed to "godlike 
Nassau" were written in verse 
which took up the prosody of 
W;iller as if Dryden had never ex- 
isted. In criticism the wholesome 
precepts of Dryden seemed to have 
been utterly forgotten, and Rymer, 
a pedagogue upon Parnassus, was 
pushing the rules of the French 
Jesuits to an extreme which ex- 
cluded Shakespeare, Fletcher, and 
Spenser from all consideration, and 
threatened the prestige of Dryden himself. In prose Bishop Burnet was 
writing, but he properly belongs to an earlier and again to a later age. 
Samuel Clarke and Defoe were beginning to write, Steele was beginning to 
feel his way, Shaftesbury was privately printing one short tract. On the 
whole, it was the lowest point reached by English literature during the last 
three hundred years. The cause of such sterility and languor can scarcely 
be determined. The forces which had been introduced in the first decade 
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after the Restoration were exhausted, and it was necessary to rest : 
while before taking another start. 

But in 1702 Queen Anne ascended the throne, and her brief reign is 
identified with a brilliant revival in English letters, in the hands of a group 
of men of the highest ac- 
complishment and origin- 
ality. It must be noted, 
however, that this revival 
did not take place until the 
Queen was near her end, 
and that of the writers of 
the age of Anne but few 
had published anything con- 
siderable until within three 
years of her death. It would 
be historically more exact 
to distinguish this period in 
literature as the age of 
George 1., the years from 
1714 to 1727 being those 
in which some of the most 
characteristic works of the 
school were published ; but 
the other name has become 
hallowed by long practice, 
and George I. certainly de- 
serves as little as any mon- 
arch who ever reigned the 
credit of being a judicious 
patron of letters. It is in- 
teresting, indeed, to note 
that by 1714 almost all the 
characteristic forces of the 
age were started. Pope had 
reached his Homer; Swift 
was pouring forth tracts; 
Shaftesbury, Arbuthnot, Mandeville, and even Berkeley had published some 
of their most typical writings ; while the Taller and the Spectator had 
actually run their course. All this activity, however, dates from the very 
close of Queen Anne's life. Between 1711 and 1714 a great number of 
important works in prose and verse burst almost simultaneously from 
the London presses. It was as though a cloud which had long obscured 
the heavens had been swept away by a wind, which, in so doing, had 
revealed a splendid constellation. In 1702 no country in civilised Europe 
was in a more melancholy condition of intellectual emptiness than 
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England; in 1712 not France itself cniild compare with us for copious 
and vivid production. 

Meanwhile, almost unperceived, the critic had begun to make his 
appearance, for the first time, in the form with which we have since been 
familiar. The French asserted that it was Castelvetro and Piccolomini, 
Italian writers of the end of the sixteenth century, who first taught that just 
comprehension of the Poetics of Aristotle in which modern criticism began. 
These scholars, however, were unknown in England, where it was the 
French critics, and, in particular, Rapin and Le Bossu, who introduced to 
us the Aristotelian criticism of imaginative literature. Ren^ Rapin, in 
particular, exercised an immense authority in this country, and was the 
practical law-giver from the last quarter of the seventeenth century onward. 
Rymer and Dennis founded their dogmas entirely on his Reflections, merely 
modifying to English convenience his code of rules. Rapin has been 
strangely forgotten ; when he died in 1687, he was the leading critic of 
Europe, and he is the writer to whom more than to any other is due the 
line taken by English poetry for the next hundred years. The peculiarity 
of his Reflections, which were promptly translated into English, was, that 
Ihey aimed at adapting the laws and theories of Aristotle to modern practice. 
As is often the case, Rapin was less rigid than his disciples; he frequently 
develops a surprisingly just conception of what the qualities of the highest 
literature should be. 

The school of Rapin, who moulded the taste and practice of the young 
men who were to be the pioneers of the age of Anne, claimed for Aristotle 
the unbounded allegiance of all who entered the domain of verse. Every 
man of judgment was blindly to resign his own opinions to the dictates of 
Aristotle, and to do this because the reasons given for these rules are as 
convincing and as lucid as any demonstration in mathematics. But Aristotle 
had approached literature only as a philosopher ; for Rapin they claimed 
the merit of having been the first to apply the Aristotelian principles to 
modern practice. The English disciples of Rapin accepted his formulas, 
and used them to give literature a new start, and thus Rapin came to be the 
father of eighteenth-century criticism. The first review of a book in the 
modern sense may be said to have been John Dennis's tract on a 
fashionable epic of the moment, published in 1696 ; here was a plea for sober 
judgment, something that should be neither gross praise nor wild abuse. 
The subject of this tract was negligible, but Dennis presently came forward 
with dissertations on more serious forms of literature. Dennis has been 
resolutely misjudged, in consequence of his foolish attitude towards his 
younger contemporaries in old age, but in his prime he was a writer of 
excellent judgment. He was the earliest English critic to do unstinted jus- 
tice to Milton and to Moliere, and he was a powerful factor in preparing 
public opinion for the literary verdicts of Addison. 
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-1719) was the son of William Garth, and was bom at 
in 1661. He was educated at Inglcton, and then at 



Sir Samuel Garth (1661- 
Bowland Forest, in Yorkshire, 

Peterhouse, Cambridge, where 
he stayed from 1676 until he 
went in 1687 to study medi- 
cine at I^yden. He settled 
in London as a doctor, and 
took a considerable part, as 
a Whig, in current politics. 
Garth published in 1 699 a 
heroic poem called The Dis- 
pensary, describing with farci- 
cal solemnity a controversy 
between the doctors and the 
apothecaries on the subject of 
medical relief for out-patients. 
This poem enjoyed a very 
great success. It was Garth 
who, in 1700, secured dignified 
burial for Drydcn. He was 
one of the early members of 
the Kit-Cat Club, and wrote 
the verses which were en- 
graved on its toas ting-glasses. 
Of his other not very numerous 
productions, the topographical 
poem of Claremonl (1715) de- 
serves notice. Garth became 
a very rich man ; he died after 
a short illness, on the 18th of "^ 

January 1719. He was buried at H.irrow. I'ope said that "his death was verj' 
heroical, and yet unafTected enough to liave made a saint or a pliibsoiihcr famous." 

Anne Finch, Countess of Winchelsea ([660-1720), was the daughter of a 
Hampshire baronet. She became maid of honour to the Duchess of York, Mary of 
Modena, and at Court she met Heneage Finch, who was the Duke's gentleman of 
the bedchamber. They married in 1685, and when the flight of James II. took 
place, they withdrew to Eastwell Fark, They lived here tc^ether in retirement for 
the rest of their hves. In 1712, through the death of a nephew. Finch became 
fourth Earl of Winchelsea. In 1713 the Countess published her Miscellany Poems, 
the occasional writings of thirty years. At Eastwell, Ijdy Winchelsea studied the 
phenomena of nature mote closely than any of her contemporaries ; in the contem- 
plation of the physical world she sought and found relief from a constitutional 
melancholia, which greatly depressed her spirits. In her [wrk there was a hill, called 
Parnassus, to which she was particularly partial, and here she wrote many of her 
poems. She and her husband — they called themselves "Daphnis" and "Ardelia" 
— lived in great contentment together in their country home until 1720, when the 
Countess died. The Earl survived until 1726. Lady Winchelsea's poems were first 
collected in 1901. 
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From Lady Winchelsea's " Nocturnal Reverie." 
In such a night, when pasung doud> give place. 
Or thinly view the heaven's mysterious boe ; 
When, in some river, overhung with green, 
The waving moon and trembling leaves an nen ; 
When freshened grass now bears itself upright, 
And makes cool banks to pleasing rest invite, 
Whence spring the woodbind and the bnmble-rose. 
And where the sleepy cowslip sheltered grows. 
Whilst now a paler hue the fox-glove takes. 
Yet chequers still with red the dusky brakes ; 
Where scattered glow-wonns — but in twilight fine — 
Show trivial beauties, watch their hour to shine ; 
While Salisbury stands the test of every Ii|^t, 
In perfect chann and perfect beauty bright ; . ■ . 
When the loosed horse now, as his pasture leads, 
Comes slowly grazing thro' the adjoining meads, 
Whose stealing pace and lengthened shade we fear, 
Till torn-up forage in his teeth we hear ; 
While nibbling sheep at large pursue their food, 
And unmolested kine rechew the cud ; 
When curlews cry beneath the village- walls, 
And lo her straggling brood the partridge calls ; 
Their short -lived jubilee the creatures keep, 
Which but endures whilst tyrant Man doth sleep. 



In this dead period Philips 




and Walts seemed poets, and were undoubtedly men of 
individual talent John Philips (1676- 
1709), was bom at Bampton on the 30th of 
December 1676. He made a special study 
of the versiRcation of Milton, and published, 
imperfectly in 1701, completely in 1703, 
'J'he Splendid Shilling, an admirable study 
ill piiriid)' of the blank verse of his master. 
His other works were serious — Blenheim in 
1705 and Cider in 1708, the lattL-r being the 
earliest and one of the best of the clasely- 
ohservcd, scnii-didactic, semi-descriptive poems 
for which the eighlcentli century was later on 
to be conspicuous. Philips, whose constitu- 
tion was consumptive and asilimatical, died 
pre m.-itu rely on tlie 15th rif February 1709. 
He lacked no honour, be inj; buried in Here- 
ford Cathedral, with a monument, the in- 
.scriplion on whicli was composed by Atter- 
Abbey. 
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kr.own lu llie public. He w;l; 



U'ss of a iHK't than Vhiiips, Isaac 

Watts (1674-174S), "a man who never 

wrote but for a good purpose," is far better 

\ at Soutiiampton on the 17th of July 1674, 
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and was precocious from his infancy. His father was a Dissenter, and Isaac, though 
tempted to go to Oxford, chose to take 
his lot with his own people. His famous 
hymns originally appeared as Hone Lyrkte 
in 1705; his no less famous Psalms of 
David m 1719- In prose he published a 
treatise on Log-'c and another on The im- 
provement of the Mhtd. In opening the 
doors of easy and graceful literature to the 
lower middle-elais public the services of 
Walts were inestimable, and his name, al- 




thoi 



provoke a smile, should ahva; 
tioned with honour in 
the popularisation of English lettur 
laborious and useful life of Isaai 
closed on the 25th of Novembe 
Twenty years earlier he had been made a 
D.D. by the universities of Edinburgh and 
Aberdeen. 
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to sehool n 



College, Cambridge. He took his bichelors 
degree, but was dismissed from the unner itj 
before he had proceeded to his masters dtgree 
for stabbing a feilow-graduate m Mirch 1680 
He spent several years m France and Italy 
In 1691 his first poem was pubhshtd, in Ode 
to the King. HJs Miscellanies in 169^, opened 
to Dennis the world of letters and he became 
intimate with Wycherley Dr)den and the 
youthful Congreve. The violence of his temper 
and his want of practical judgment were always 
bringing him into difficulties In 1696 he first 
came forward in his proper capacit) as a cntiL 
of poetry, and for some time after the death of 
Dryden, Dennis was incontestably the best judge 
of literature living in England In 170 he lost 
his private fortune, but on Lord Halifax s ad^ ict, 
managed to save enough to buy himself a small 
annuity. His position in society howeier, was 
gone, and his work soon began to shi w an 
acerbity and peevishness which were doubtless 
the results of misfortune He made mistake 
upon mistake, and his crowning error of judg 
ment was his attempt to browbeat Po|ie in the 
flush of his youthful success. For this he was punished with the deathless satire on 
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" tremendous Appius," a reference to a tragedy of Appius and Virgima that Dennis had 
brought out in 1709. He entered into a disastrous contioversy with Pope, in which 
he was led to call that poet " a hunch-backed toad " who was ready '' to fasten his teeth 
and claws " into any one who attacked him. Dennis went on to attack Addison also, 
and in fact degenerated into a common scold. He outlived his annuity as well as 
his reputation, and died in poverty, on the bth of January 1734, soon after a benefit 
performance ; for this Pope had written a prologue, in which he had called Dennis, 
benevolently, " Belisarius old and blind," and the hatchet had at last been buried. 



It is not to be supposed that critics of the prestige of Dennis or Rynier 
would address the public from a less dignified stage than that of a book, or, 
at worst, a sixpenny pamphlet. But at the close of the reign of Williatu III. 
we meet with the earliest apparition of literary criticism in periodical 
publications. In other words, the newspaper was now beginning to take 
literary form, and the introduction of such a factor must not be left unmeii- 
tioned here. The first reviews printed in an English newspaper were those 
appended by Dunton to The Athenian Gasette in i6gi ;• but these were not 
original, they were simply translated out of the Joumai des Savons. Notices 
of books, in the modern sense, began to be introducM very timidly into 
some of the news-sheets about the 
year 1701. Nor was this the only 
direction in which literary jour- 
nalism was started ; men of real 
importance began to take part in 
newspaper-writing, and the English 
press may name among the earliest 
of its distinguished servants such 
personages as Atterbiiry, Kt-niiet, 
Hoadley, and Defoe. 



John Dunton (1659-1733) was 
born at GrafTham, in Hunts, 4lh May 
1659. He was the son of a clergyman 
of the same name. His mother died 
before he was a year old, and his. 
father threw up his living and went to- 
Ireland. .At the age of fourteen the 
son was apprenticed to a London l>ook- 
seller. About 1680 Dunton set up in 
business as a printer and bookseller on. 
his own account, and for the first five 
years was very successful. At the out- 
burst of Monmouth's rebellion he went 
the Continent, not returning to I.ondon 




md then wandered c 



for a year to Ai 

until the end of 1688. He says that in the course of his life he published six hundred 

books, and repented of only seven of them. Of his various speculative projects, one. 
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The Athenian Gazttle or Mercury, was remarkable. In 1705 he published r,n 
odd but curious and even valuable autobic^raphy, called Life and Errors pf John 
Duntou. He fell into poverty, and died, perhaps at St. Albans, about 1733. Dunlon 
has been looked upon as the founder of the " higher journalism " in England. Some 
of his books have sensational titles, such as A Cat may look at a Queen, and The 
Pulpit Lunatics. 



Francis Atterbury (1662-1731) was bom at Milton Keynes 
6th of March 1662. He was educated at Westminster, and at Chri- 

Oxford. His first publication 

was a Latin version of Dry- 
den's Absalom and Aehitophel 
(1682). Atterbury stayed long 
at the university, until indeed 
he complained of his " hard 
luck to be pinned down to 
it" He was over thirty when 
he took orders, and. became 
one of the chaplains to 
William and Mary. All this 
time Atterbury was actively 
engaged in controversy. In 
1 700 he was made Archdeacon 
of Totnes, and in 1704 Dean 
of Carlisle ; in grabbing at 
the latter post he displayed 
an unseemly haste, which en- 
dangered his reputation. His 
promotion, however,continued 
without abatement, and in 
1 7 1 2 he became Dean of 
Christ Church, agam with 
circumstances of "imperious 
and despotic temper," which 
caused him to be greath 
disliked He made Oxford 
indeed, too hot to hold him, 
and "'twas thought advisable 
to move him " to be Bishop 
of Rochester m 1713 He 
aimed at the Pnmacy, but Queen Anne s death struck 
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1 fatal bloi 



at his hopes 

Geo^e I had a personal dislike to Atterbur\, and made no scruple of shutting it 
Atterbury grew more and more disaffected to the Government and in ij's was 
thrown into the Tower, charged with high treason His trnl before the House of 
Lords, m May 1723, was a very famous affair, and caused unuersil emotion in 
the country Atterbury was found guilty by his peers and was sentenced by the 
King to perpetual banishment. He passed to Brussels, and then to Pans, where 
he gave himself, save for his work m the service of the Pretender, entirely to 
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literature, and died on the 15th of February 1731. Atterbury was a man of 
commanding character and great activity of mind, but by nature devoted to intrigue, 
and the victim of violent political passion. 

While, therefore, we cannot claim for the opening years of the century 
the production of any masterpieces, and while its appearance, from an 
intellectual point of view, is to us quiescent, yet without doubt the seeds of 
genius were swelling in the darkness. In all departments of thought and art, 
Englishmen were throwing oflF the last rags of the worn-out garments of the 
Renaissance, and were accustoming themselves to wear with comfort their 
new suit of classical formulas. In poetry, philosophy, history, religion, the 
age was learning the great lesson that the imagination was no longer to be a 
law unto itself, but was to follow closely a code dictated by reason and the 
tradition of the ancients. Enthusiasm was condemned as an irregularity, the 
daring use of imagery as an error against manners. The divines were careful 
to restrain their raptures, and to talk and write like lawyers. Philosophical 
writers gladly modelled themselves on Hobbes and Locke, the nakedness of 
whose unenthusiastic style was eminently sympathetic to them, although they 
conceived a greater elegance of delivery necessary. Their speculations be- 
came mainly ethical, and the elements of mystery and romance almost 
entirely died out. Neither the pursuit of pleasure nor the assuaging of 
conscience, no active force of any kind, became supreme with the larger 
class of readers; but the new bourgeois rank of educated persons, which 
the age of Queen Anne created, occupied itself in a passive analysis of human 
nature. It loved to sit still and watch the world go by ; an appetite for 
realistic description, bounded by a decent code, and slipping neither up into 
enthusiasm nor down into scepticism, became the ruling passion of the age. 
During the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries common-sense had been by 
no means characteristic of the English race, which had struggled, flaunted, 
or aspired. It now went back to something like its earlier serenity, and in an 
age of comparatively feeble emotion and slight intensity took things as they 
were. In Shaftesbury, a writer of provisional but extraordinary influence, we 
see this common-sense taking the form of a mild and exuberant optimism ; 
and perhaps what makes the dark figure of Swift stand out so vividly against 
the rose-grey background of the age is the incongruity of his violence and 
misanthropy in a world so easy-going. 

In chronological sequence, it should, perhaps, be the theology of the 
early part of the reign of Anne which should first attract us, but it need not 
detain us long. The golden age of Anglican theology had long passed away, 
and in the progress of latitudinarianism, culminating, through Locke, in the 
pronounced deists, literature as an art has little interest. A tolerant rational- 
ism was not likely to encourage brilliant writing, the orthodox churchmen 
wrote like wrangling lawyers, and the non-jurors and dissenters, who pro- 
duced some vigorous scholars later on, were now as dreary as their opponents. 
Of the early deists, Shaftesbury alone was a man of style, and him we shall 
presently meet with in another capacity. Among the theologians, the most 
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eminent writer was Samuel Clarke, " the greatest Englisli representative of 
the d/nort method of constructing a system of theology," His once famous 
collection of Boyle Lectures long seemed a classic to admiring readers, and 
still affects our conventional notions of theology. Clarke, however, has few 
readers to-day, and his manner of statement, which resembles that of a 
mathematiciun propounding a theorem, is as tedious to us now as it was 
fascinating to the group of young controversialists who clustered round 
Clarke during his brief career at Cambridge. In the hands of Clarke and his 
school, theological writing followed the lines laid down for it by Tillotson, 
but with a greatly accentuated aridity and neatness. In the search for 
symmetry these authors neglected almost every other excellence and orna- 
ment of literary expression, 

Samuel Clarke (1675-1729) was the son of an alderman and M.P. of Norwich, 
where he was bom on the nth of October 1675. He showed much precocity, and 
after being well grounded at 
the Norwich grammar-school, 
proceeded in 1691 to Caius 
College, Cambridge. He was 
one of the earliest to perceive 
the value of the "sublime dis- 
coveries " of Sir Isaac Newton, 
and he greatly contributed, at 
a very early age, to the estab- 
lishment of the Newtonian 
philosophy. His original bent 
was for mathematics, but about 
1696 he turned his attention 
to Hebrew, and determined to 
become a divine. He took 
holy orders, and in 1698 be- 
came ctiaplain to John Moore, 
Bishop of Norwich, in whose 
palace he mainly resided for 
neady twelve years. Here he 
enjoyed every advantage for 
literary work, and the list of 
his numerous publications 
opens with the Three PrattUal 
Essays of 1C99. His Boyle 
Lectures Cn the Being and 
Attributes of Go,/, and The 
EviJemes of Religion, were 
published in 1705 and 1706, 
and produced a great impres- 
sion on contemporary thought. On the recommendation of the llishop of Norwich, 
Queen Anne made Clarke one of her chaplains-in-ordinary, and gave him in 1709 
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the important living of Sr. James's, Westminster. The even tenor of Clarke's life 
was broken in 171 2 by the controversy caused by his volume on the Scripture Doctrine 
of the Trinity. This work was accused of heresy, and in 1714 a formal charge against 
the author was brought before Convocation. From this time forth Clarke lay under a 
suspicion of heterodoxy, which he took little pains to remove, and his friends were 
unable to procure him any further promotion in the Church, He seems to have 
been a freethinker upon many points, although a sincere believer in the basal 
principles of Christianity. He continued to write much, and not to confine himself 
to theology. He published the Optics of his master Newton (1706), and the first 
twelve books of the Iliad {i^i^) in Latin versions on which he had expended great 
care. He collected his Sermons in 1724. He was invited to succeed Newton as 
Master of the Mint, and declined the offer. On the 17th of May 1729 Clarke died, 
with some suddenness, after preaching before the judges at Serjeant's Inn. He 
seems to have been an honest, modest, and amiable man, of quiet yet courtly 
manners, but subject to a certain timidity and reserve in the pushing of his 
thought to its logical conclusion. He was less a divine than a mathematician, 
treating theology according to Newtonian formulas. 

If philosophy at the opening of the eighteenth century could give a better 
account of itself than theology could, it was mainly because the leading philo- 
sopher was a born writer. The third Earl of SHAFTESBURY has been strangely 
neglected by the historians of our literature, partly because his scheme of 
thought has long been rejected, and partly because his style, in which some 
of the prolixity of the seventeenth century still lingered, was presently 
obliterated by the technical smartness of Addison and Swift. With the 
meaning of Shaftesbury's doctrine of virtue, and with the value of his 
optimism and plea for harmony, we have nothing here to do, but his 
influence on writing in his own age and down the entire eighteenth century 
is highly important to us. Commonly as the fact is overlooked, Shaftesbury 
was one of the literary forces of the time — he was, perhaps, the greatest 
between Dryden and Swift. He died in 1713, two years after his mis- 
cellaneous treatises, written at intervals during the fifteen years preceding, 
had been published in those handsome volumes of the Characteristics. 
Shaftesbury's long residences in Holland gave him the opportunity of 
becoming thoroughly acquainted with the movement of Continental thought 
to an extent doubtless beyond any previous writer of English prose. The 
effect is seen on his style and temper, which are less insular than those of 
any of the men with whom it is natural to compare him. It is to be noted 
also that Shaftesbury was the earliest English author whose works in the 
vernacular were promptly admired abroad, and he deserves remembrance 
as the first who really broke down the barrier which excluded England 
from taking her proper place in the civiHsation of literary Europe. 

The writers who were to shine in prose immediately after the death of 
Shaftesbury were distinguished for the limpid fluency and grace of their 
manner. In this Shaftesbury did not resemble them, but rather set an 
example for the kind of prose which was to mark the central years of the 
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century. There is nothing about him which reminds us of the nobleman 
that writes with ease : he is elaborate and self-conscious to the highest 
degree, embroidered wifh ornament of dainty phraseology, anxious to secure 
harmony and yet to surprise the fancy. The style of Shaftesbury glitters 
and rings, proceeding along in a capricious, almost mincing effort to secure 
elegance, with a sort of colourless euphuism, which is desultory and a little 
irritating indeed, yet so curious that one marvels that it should have fallen 
completely into neglect. He is the father of aestheticism, the first English- 
man who developed theories of formal virtue, who attempted to harmonise 
the beautiful with the true and the good. His delicate, Palladian style, in 
which a certain external stiffness and frigidity seem to be holding down a 
spirit eager to express the passion of beauty, is a very interesting feature 
of the period to which we have now arrived. The modern attitude of mind 
seems to meet us first in the graceful, cosmopolitan writings of Shaftesbury, 
and his genius, like a faint perfume, pervades the contemplation of the arts 
down to our own day. Without a Shaftesbury there would hardly have 
been a Ruskin or a Pater. 

Anthony Ashley Cooper, third Earl of Shaftesbury (1671-1713), was the Anthony 

son of the second Earl and his wife, Lady Dorothy Manners. It is more interesting cooper 
that he was the grandson of the famous Lord Chancellor, whose brilliant and tragical (1671-1713 
career came to an end in exile in 1683. The second Earl was a young man of very poor 
physique and intelligence, "born," as Dryden said, "a shapeless lump, like anarchy." 
The first Earl, "in concern for his family," commissioned the philosopher, John 
Locke, to look out for a wife of "good person and constitution" for his only son. 
This he did, and, being already physician to the Ashley Coopers, not merely helped 
to bring seven sons and daughters into the world, but arranged everything for their 
education. The philosopher, in his autobiographical sketch, styles Locke "my friend 
and foster-father." At the age of three the future philosopher was formally trans- 
ferred to the guardianship of his grandfather, who placed him with a learned lady, 
Mrs. Birch, to be grounded in Greek and Latin. He showed a great proficiency in 
study. When his grandfather died, he was sent, in 1683 (as Lord Ashley), to Win- 
chester ; but he was made miserable there by the roughness of boys and masters alike, 
and in 1686 he was allowed to go abroad, in the charge of a Scotch tutor. He 
"spent a considerable time in Italy, where he acquired a great knowledge in the 
Polite Arts." Lord Ashley avoided "the conversation of other joung English 
gentlemen on their travels," and devoted himself with close assiduity to the study of 
painting, sculpture, and music. He spoke French, and probably Italian also, so 
fluently and correctly, that his being a foreigner could not be observed Lord Ashley 
stayed abroad until he had become a finished connoisseur, and then, in 16&9, returned 
to England, not, however, to engage in public life, but for five years more to devote 
himself to the study of literature. He "turned the Ancients into sap and blood." 

In 1695 he seems to have considered that his intellectual apprenticeship was over, 
and he turned to practical life. He entered Parliament as member for Poole. When 
he made his first speech in the House " he could not utter a syllable of what he 
intended," but contrived to give so adroit a turn to his confusion, that his embarrass- 
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ment seemed intentional and a happy stroke of acting. After this, as long ns his 
health permitted l.im to remain in Parliament, Lord Ashley was a power there, 
although he was hated by his opponents, the " apostate " Whigs, who " gave out that 
be was too bookish, because not given to play, nor assiduous at Court ; that he was r.o 
good companion, because r.ot a rake nor a hard drinker; and that he was no man of 
the world, because not selfish nor open to bribes." He became subject to asthma, 
and could not endure the fog and smoke of London, which was blown as far as his 
"little house" at Chelsea. He retired, 
with his father, to Rotterdam, where he 
met Bayle and other Frenchmen of 
light and leading. While he was in 
Holland, in 1699, his first work, the 
Inquiry afttr Virtue, was surreptitiously 
printed in England. After an absence 
of a year in Holland, Lord Shafiesbuiy 
died, and the philosopher succeeded as 
third Earl. He returned, and took a 
considerable part in politics, until the 
accession of Queen Anne, when the 
Whigs felt into di^iace. It was high 
time, for Shaftesbury's delicate health 
was again " mightily impaired by fatigues 
in the public affairs." He settled oi>ce 
more in Rotterdam, and stayed there, 
living very quietly, and devoting him- 
self entirely to literature, until August 
1704. He was now so much stronger 
that he ventured back to England, but 
after this time he very rarely attended 
the House of Lords. The improve- 
ment in his health was very provi- 
sional, and lie soon became a confirmed 
invalid. 

From this time forth his leisure was 
almost entirely occupied in collecting 
material for and in writing his great 
book. He was ui^ed to marry, as his 
only brother, Maurice, did not seem to 
have any intention of taking a wife. Shaftesbury was not unwilling to be persuaded, 
and, as Locke had selected a partner for his father, so Molesworth was deputed to 
find one for him. Meanwhile, his thoughts being directed to the tender passion, 
Shaftesbury fell in love, on his own account, with the unnamed "daughter of an 
old lord." It would have been a perfect match, except that the lady's fortune was 
too large, and Shaftesbury could not brook the charge of marr^'ing for money. 
This was early in 1709, and six months afterwards a young lady was discovered, 
poor enough to satisfy the philosopher's fastidious conscience, a Miss Jane Ewer 
of Herefordshire. We hear nothing of her beauty, but she was well educated, and 
she possessed "the plain qualities of a good mother and a good nurse." They 




Anthony Ashley Cooper, second Earl of 
Sluiftesbuc7 

I>„m Iht Portrait iy CloUrrman in III! 



SHAFTESBURY 189 

were married late in 1709, and on the 9th of February 171 1 their heir and only 
child, afterwards the fourth Earl, was born at Reigate. Fragments of Shaftesbury's 
great work had, by this time, been published, the Letter concerning Enthusiasm in 
1708, The Moralists in 1709, Advice to an Author in 17 10, all anonymously. In 
171 1, at length, he produced the complete work on which he had for so many 
years been engaged, Characteristics of Men, Manners, Opinions, Times, in three 
handsome and costly volumes, with engravings after his own designs; the letters 
A. A. C, at the close of the preface, gave an indication of authorship. 

The health of Shaftesbury could now no longer endure the climate of England, and 
in July 1 71 1, in spite of the disturbed state of Europe, he determined to move to Italy. 
The Duke of Berwick very politely conducted him through his army on the borders 
of Piedmont, and Shaftesbury reached Naples in November. He seems to have felt 
extremely ill on his arrival, but he was still able to write and to enjoy the conversation 
of the virtuosi of Naples. His treatises on The Jud\;7nent of Hercules and on Design 
were composed at this time. A young Pole, called Crcll, who acted as his secretary, 
has recorded that his increasing weakness and his despondency about public affairs in 
England did not interfere with Shaftesbury's "perfect cheerfulness and sweetness of 
temper." The fourth Earl, who wrote long afterwards a charming sketch of his father, 
attributes the surprising prolongation of Shaftesbur>''s life to " the excellence of the 
air of Italy and the uncommon care of my mother.*' He died at last, at Naples, on 
the 4th of February 17 13. Shaftesbury, if universal report may be accepted, was one 
of the most gracious and lovable men who ever lived. His gentleness, his hospitality, 
his courage in the face of prolonged and hopeless ill-health, his gaiety and good 
humour, his absolute rectitude of conduct, public and private, were notorious, and 
even his political opponents suggest nothing against his character. " No philosopher," 
says the President of Corpus, *'has ever attempted to show forth his philosoi)hy 
in his life more completely than Shaftesbury." 

Two paragraphs may give a slight indication of the style in which the 
Characteristics is WTitten : — 

Nor is the enjoyment of a single beauty sufficient to satisfy such an aspirin^j soul. 
It seeks how to combine more beauties, and by what coalition of these to form a beautiful 
society. It views communities, friendships, relations, duties ; and considers by what har- 
mony of particular minds the general harmony is composed, and commonweal established. 
Nor satisfied even with public good in one community of men, it frames itself a nobler 
object, and with enlarged affection seeks the good of mankind. It dwells with pleasure 
amidst that reason and those orders on which this fair correspondence and goodly interest 
is established. Laws, constitutions, civil and religious rites ; whatever civilises or polishes 
rude mankind ; the sciences and arts, philosophy, morals, virtue ; the flourishing state of 
human affairs, and the perfection of human nature — these are the delightful prospects, 
and this the charm of beauty which attracts it. 

Still ardent in this pursuit — such as its love of order and perfection- -it rests not here, 
nor satisfies itself with the beauty of a part, but extending further its communicative 
bounty, seeks the good of all, and affects the interest and prosperity of the whole. True 
to its native world and higher country, 'tis here it seeks order and perfection, wishing the 
best, hoping still to find a just and wise administration. And since all hope of this were 
vain and idle, if no Universal Mind presided; since, without such a supreme intelligence 
and providential care, the distracted universe must be condemned to suffer infinite 
calamities, 'tis here the generous mind labours to discover that healing cause by which 
the interest of the whole is securely established, the beauty of things, and the universal 
order happily sustained. 
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It is quite certain that the brilliant school of poets who began 
to make their appearance just as Shaftesbury was dying, ow*ed to him 
the optimism of their religious and philosophical system. But it was mainly 
to the French that they were indebted for the impetus which started 
them ; and if France had already made a deep mark on our literature 
between 1660 and 1674, it made another, not less indelible, in 1710. What 
the influence of Rapin, thirty-five years before, had done to regulate taste 
in England, and to enforce the rules laid down by the ancients, had not 
proved stimulating to poetic genius, and, with the death of Dryden, we 
have seen that poetry practically ceased to exist in England. When it 
returned it was mainly in consequence of the study of another Frenchman, 
but this time of a poet, Boileau, whose influence on the mind of Pope, 
carefully concealed by the latter, was really far greater than any critic 
has ventured to confess. There were certain qualities in Boileau which can 
but have appealed directly to the young Pope, who in 1710 was twenty-two 
years of age. Boileau had not been so closely wedded to pedantic rules as 
his friends the Jesuit critics were. He had insisted on inspiration, on the 
value of ceaseless variety, on obedience to the laws of Ismguage. The 
preface to the 1701 edition of his works is one of the landmarks of European 
criticism, and we can scarcely doubt that it awakened' a high spirit of 
emulation in the youthful Pope. In it Boileau had urged that none should 
ever be presented to the public in verse but true thoughts and just 
expressions. He had declaimed against frigidity of conceit and tawdry 
extravagance, and had proclaimed the virtues of simplicity without care- 
lessness, sublimity without presumption, a pleasing air without fard. He 
had boldly convicted his predecessors of bad taste, and had called his 
lax contemporaries to account. He had blamed the sterile abundance 
of an earlier period, and the uniformity of dull writers. Such principles 
were more than all others likely to commend themselves to Pope, and his 
practice shows us that they did. 

We cannot think of the poetry of the age of Anne and not of 
Alexander Pope. As little ought we to analyse Pope and fail to admit 
what he owes to Boileau. The *' Law-giver of Parnassus " gave laws, it is 
certain, to the hermit of Windsor Forest. The work of no other great 
English writer has coincided with that of a foreigner so closely as Pope's 
does with that of Boileau. The French satirist had recommended polish, 
and no one practised it more thoroughly than Pope did. Boileau dis- 
couraged love-poetry, and Pope did not seriously attempt it. Boileau 
paraphrased Horace, and in so doing formulated his own poetical code 
in VArt Poctique ; Pope did the same in the Essay on Criticisvu Boileau 
specially urged the imitation of Homer on young poets, and Pope presently 
devoted himself to the Iliad, In Lc Lutrin Boileau had written the best 
mock-heroic, till Pope, in closely analogous form, surpassed him in the 
Rape of the Lock. The Satires of Pope would not have been written but 
for those of his French predecessor ; and even Pope's Elegy and Eloisa 
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can be accounted for in the precepts of Boileau. The parallel goes very 
far indeed : it is the French poet first, and not the English one, who insists 
that the shepherds of pastoral must not speak as Ihey do in a country 
village. Pope's very epitaphs recall Boileau's labours with the inscriptions 
of the Petite Acad^mie. That purity and decency of phrase which Ihe school 
of Pope so beneficially introduced into the course field of English hterature 
had been strenuously urged on P'renchmen by Boileau. It cannot be too 
strongly emphasised that it 
is not so much to Dryden, 
whose influence on Pope has I 
certainly been exaggerated, I 
as to the author of Le Ltitrin, 
that the poetry of the age of I 
Anne owed its general im- 
pulse, and its greatest poet I 
the general tendency of al- 
most every branch of his I 
production. It is true that | 
Pope told Spence that 
learned versification wholly I 
from Dryden's works," 
prosody being a continuation I 
and development of that of [ 
Dryden ; but in the use to I 
which he put his verse, it was I 
certainly the great French- I 
man (who died two months I 
before Pope's earliest im- I 
portant poem was published) I 
that was his master. Walsh f 
had told him, in 1706, that I 
" the best of the moden 
poets in all languages an 
those that have the nearest 
copied the ancients"; but we 
may not doubt that it was 

through Boileau that Pope arrived at a comprehension of Horace, and so 
of Aristotle. 

For more than thirty years Pope was so completely the centre of poetical 
attention in England that he may almost be said to have comprised the 
poetry of his time. There is no second instance of an English poet pre- 
serving for so long a period a supremacy comparable to his. It is possible 
to defend the position that one or two other versemen of the age did some 
particular thing better than Pope, though even this requires argument ; but 
it is quite certain that he alone excelled over a wide range of subjects. The 
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fact of Pope's poetical ubiquity, however, is rendered much less miraculous 
by the consideration that if he triumphed over the entire field, the area of 
that field was extremely restricted. There was never a period, from the 
Middle Ages till to-day, when the practice of verse was limited to so few 
forms as it was under the reign of Pope. Lyrical writing, save in the mildest 
and most artificial species, was not cultivated ; there was no poetical drama, 
tragic or comic ; there was no description of nature, save the merest conven- 
tion ; there was scarcely 
any love-poetry ; no de- 
votional verse of any im- 
portance ; no epic or elegy 
or ode that deserved the 
name. Poetry existed, 
practically, in but three 
forms — the critical or 
satirical, the narrative or 
didactic, and the occa- 
sional — these three, in- 
deed, being so closely 
correlated that it is not 
always very easy to dis- 
tinguish them. 

It was Pope's aim to 
redeem verse from un- 
holy uses, to present to 
the reader none but true 
thoughts and noble ex- 
pressions, and to dedicate 
tlie gravest form to the 
highest purpose. His 
actual practice was not 
at first so exalted. The 
boyish Pastorals scarcely 
call for notice ; but in 
the Essay on Criticism he 
achieved at twenty-one a work of rare grace and authority. He began 
where other poets have left off, and it is not a little characteristic of Pope's 
temperament that he should not open with strong, irregular verse, and 
push on to the comparative stagnation of the critical attitude, but should 
make this hitter the basis of his life-work. The Essay is in most respects 
inferior to its French prototype, more hastily and irregularly composed, and 
with far less ripeness of judgment; but it is graceful and eloquent, and for 
the eightt^enth century it provided an almost unchallenged code of taste. 
Matthew Pkiok in the same year, though more than twice the age of Pope, 
ventured upon the earliest publication of his poems, bringing from the close 
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of the seventeenth century a certain ricliness of style whicli we find not in 
tile younger man. His ballads and songs, with their ineffable gaiety, his 
satires and epigrams, so lightly turned, enriched the meagre body of English 
verse with a gift, much of which should really be attributed to the age of 
Dryden. But Prior was not less closely rel;ited to the generation of Fope 
in his Horatian attitude and his 
brilliant Gallic grace. He was, 
however, but an occasional trifler 
with his charming muse, and had 
none of the younger master's un- 
deviating ambition. 

From 1711,10 follow the career 
of Pope is to take part in a triumph 
in which the best of his contem- 
poraries secures but a secondary 
part. The Rape of the Lock lifted 
Pope at once to the first rank of 
living European poets. In light- 
ness of handling, in elegance of 
badinage, in exquisite amenity of 
style — that is to say, in the very 
qualities which Latin Europe had 
hitherto, and not without justice, 
denied us — the little British bar- 
barian surpassed all foreign com- 
petitors. This is the turning- 
point of English subserviency to 
French taste. Pope and his school 
had closely studied their Boileau, 
and had learned their lesson well, 
so well that for the future Eng- 
land is no longer the ape of the 
French, but is competent, more 
and more confidently as the cen- 
tury descends, to give examples 
to the polite world. 

A few years later all the countries of Europe were taking these examples, 
and the imitation of Pope grew to be the rage from Sweden to Italy. Mean- 
while, the youth of four-and-twenty was gaining mastery in his art. The 
Messiah reached a pitch of polished, resonant rhetoric hitherto un- 
dreamed of, and was a "copy of verses" which became the model and 
the despair of five generations of poets. Each of these productions stamped 
more definitely the type of "classical" versification, tone, and character, 
and all Pope had now to do was to enlarge his knowledge of human nature, 
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and to cultivate that extreme delicacy of phrase and rapidity of intellectual 
movement which were his central peculiarities. 

He had early learned to master the art of poetry ; but although he was 
already famous, none of those works in which he was to concentrate and 
illustrate the whole thought and fashion of his age were yet written. Pope 
was far more than the most skilful of versifiers : he was the microcosm of 
the reign of George I. There is scarcely a belief, a tradition, an ideal of that 
age which is not to be discovered lucidly set down in the poems of Pope, who 
was not vastly above his epoch, as some great poetical prophets have been, 
but exactly on a level with it, and from our distance its perfect mirror. But 
before he took up this work of his advanced years he gave the remainder 
of his youth to a task of high and fertile discipline. From 1713, when Swift 




was going about begging subscriptions for "the best poet in England, Mr. 
Pope, a Papist," till i7:!5, when the Odyssey appeared, he was mainly occu- 
pied in translating from the Greek, or in revising the translations of others. 
His individuality was so strong, or his reahsation of Hellenic art so imper- 
fect, that he conceived a Homer of his own, a Homer polished and re- 
strained to polite uses, no longer an epic poet, but a conteur of the finest 
modern order, fluent, manly, and distinguished, yet essentially a writer of 
Pope's own day and generation. The old complaints of Pope's Homer are 
singularly futile. It was not an archaistic or a romantic version that England 
and her subscribers wanted ; they desired a fine, scholarly piece in the (aste 
of their own times, and that was exactly what Pope was competent to give 
them. 

But if they were the gainers by his twelve years' labour, so was he. 
The close study of the Homeric diction gave firmness and ease to his style, 
concentrated his powers, determined his selection of poetic material. What 
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Pope wrote during the Homeric period \v;is not considerable in extent, but 
it included his only incursions into ttie province of love, tlie beautiful 
Elegy to the Memory of an Unfortunate Lady and the Eloisa to Abelani. 
Tiiese years, however, marked the solidification of the school of which he 
was the acknowledged leader, even though some of its members seemed 
his enemies, Addison, his great rival, had published in 1713 his tragedv 
of Calo, in which the rules of Horace were applied witli stringent exacti- 
tude, the result being of an exquisite frigidity. In the same year Gay came 
forward, a skilful and fairly independent satellite of Pope; between 1713 
and 1726 contributing a copious and sprightly How of short pastorals, songs, 
and epistles. The elegant Archdeacon of Clogher, too, Thom:is I'aniell, 
wrote with gravity 
and wit under the 
direct stimulus of 
Pope's friendship. 
Hediedini7i8,and 
the posthumous col- 
lection which his 
master issued four 
years later contained 
some harmonious 
odes and narratives 
which have not 
quite disappeared 
from living English 
literature. Tickell, 
who loved Addison 
and hated Pope, was writing, between 1719 and 1722, poems which owed 
more to Pope than to Addison, and in particiilar an elegy on the great 
essayist which is one of the most dignilied funeral pieces in the language. 
Prior, who died in 1721, had finally collected his writings in 1718, and 
Swift ever and anon put forth an erratic fragment of vivid caustic verse. 
All this record of poetical activity dates from those years during which 
Pope was buried in Homer, but through it all his own claim to the highest 
place was scarcely questioned, although he was the youngest of the group. 




Alexander Pope (1688-1744) «as ihu son of Akxandor l'<ipe, a 
merchant of the city of London, and iif his wife, Kditli TurtiL-r, whos 
was ; his father, who had married before, had a dauijhter much older 
Alexander Pope was born, on the iist <jf May 168S, in Lombard ^ir 
childhood was spent at Binfield, near Windsor, to which villagi; 
retired, as is believed, on account of the har.issiny legislation which forbade Papists 
to live within ten miles of London. The child inherited a tendency to nervous head- 
ache from his mother, and a deformity of shape from his father ; both parents were 
approaching fifty when he was bom. He was a verj- amiable and charming child, 
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and from ihe sweetness of his voice was called "the little nightingale" Per- 
haps because he was a Catholic, perhaps because his health ws3 poor, he re- 
ceived no regular education, though he had been at school at Twyford, near 
Winchester, and in London before, in 1700, he settled down eagerly to study at home^ 
apparently without guidance, for five years. At seventeen he had so far overtaxed 
his strength, that he was obliged to give up reading alu^ether. His work must 
all this time have been desultory and partial, but he says that he read through 
" Homer, and some of the greater Greek poets in the original" Quite early, too, 
he began to write verses ; " I lis]>ed in numbers," he says, " for the numbers came." 
Before he was fifteen, he wrote an epic poem, Aieander, Prinet of Rhodes, which 
he afii-THards destroyed. ;\11 other professions being closed to him by law, I'ope 
early thought of literature as a means of gaining a livelihood, althoi^h his father's 
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slender fortune gave him no present anxiety. He made influential friends, the 
lUounts of Mapledurham, Sir W, Trumbull, Walsh (who suggested to him a close 
study of versification), Henry Cromwell (who corresponded with him), the veteran 
poet Wycherley (who submitted his senile effusions to the boy's correction). The 
relations with the last-menlioned occupied 1706 and 1707, when Pope was in his 
nineteenth year, and continued less intimately until 1710, when they were closed 
by a quarrel which differences of age and temper made inevitable. In 1709 Pope 
began to be known as a poet by his /'rj/cr.f/., and during the next six years his 
fame rose with a regularity and a speed scarcely to be matched elsewhere in the 
history of literature. In 1711 he published his earliest important poem, the Eaay 
in Criticism, and in 17 12 Linlot printed in his Miscellany the first draft of the 
Rape of the Lock, which made a great sensation. Always anxious to aim at per- 
fection, and undistracted by .■\ddisons indulgent praise. Pope rewrote this poem. 
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adding a " machinet)' " of gnomes and sylphs, with other ndomment^. In this 
form he published it, vastly improved, in 17 14. Jieanwhilc, he had contributed to 
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the Spectator his Messiah in 1712, and had published ll'inJsor IWesl in 1713; 
he had engaged in a hand-to-hand fighl with I lennis. much the most formidable 
crilie of the age, and had pulverised him; he had found himself strong enough to 
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flout Addism and bia powerful cliquy and he bad foimed an alSance with Swift. In - 
shfft, although the actual amoont of his puUiibed writings was small, the quality of 
them was so extraordinaiy that at the age of twenty-six F<^ was, without question, 
the most eminent man of letters in England, where letten bad enjoyed so bnllinnt 
a revival. Meanwhile, he hod begun to prepan his grett metrical tmnslatkm 
of Homer, a woric which had been suggested to him, irtien he was still a boy, by 
Sir W. TnimbulL He had been recdving subacriptiona for it for several mcmths, 
when, soon after the death of Queen Anne^ he discovered, to his exceeding wiath, 

that Ad^son had been urging 
Tickell to put forward a rival 
veisioa As a matter of fiut 
TidcdTi Jnrrt ^ad and 
Pope's eariieM instalment 
appeued simaltaneoudy in 
June r7i5. The inferiority 
of the fonwr was so obvioas 
that it gieaUy helped Pope, 
iriioi as DocUm* J<dsnsc» said, 




upon Tickdl, when his advei^ 
■uy sank before him without 
a blow." "iapt was none 
the less excessively incensed, . 
and it is probable (thou^ not 
certain) that it was at this time 
that he wrote the celebrated 
attack OD Addison as Atticus, 
which was first published — 
and then not openly by Pope 
himself — in 1723. In No- 
vember 1 7 1 3, to return to 
Homer, Swift was informing 
polite society that "the best 
poet in England was Mr, 
Pope, a Papist," and was 
making everybody subscribe. 
From this time forward the anxiety to see the new version was intense, and the publi- 
cation of the first of its six volumes a public event. The issue of the whole of Homer 
occupied eleven years {1715-1726), and Pope received nearly ^gooo, much of which 
he was able lo invest, and so, " thanks to Homer, could live and thrive, indebted to 
mi prince or peer alive." This work, although a translation or rather a paraphrase, 
awakened universal admiration, and may be styled the most important single work in 
helUs letlres produced in the Age of Anne. Its effect upon taste was prodigious. 
The Iliad was translated entirely by Pope ; but in order to complete the Odyssey 
he called in tiie lielp of two Cambridge poet-scholars, Elijah Fenton and William 
Ilroome, who between them performed half the task. With the latter of these 
colleagues he unfortunately quarrelled. The scholarship of Pope was far from 
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adequate and was challenged even at the time ; yet the most severe critics 
agreed with Bentley that, if we must "not call it Homer," it was yet a "pretty 
poem." Pope knew very little Greek, "an awkward qualification," as Mr. Leslie 
Stephen confesses, " for a translator of Homer." In early days in London, PiJpe 
had attempted to live the gay life to which his years, but not his constitution, 
attracted him; he had called himself "the gayest valetudinaire, the most thinking 
rake alive." But after 1715 he began, although not yet thirty, to settle into 
middle life. He moved from Binlield to Chiswick in 1716, and in 1718, when 

his father died, to the villa at 

Twickenham which he made 
so famous, and where he 
resided until the end of bis 
life. Here he "twisted and 
twirled, and rhymed and 
harmonized " five acres of 
garden until it became 
"two or three sweet little 
lawns, opening into one an- 
other, and surrounded with im- 
penetrable woods." His mystic 
temples made of shells and liis 
gimcrack obelisks are gone, liut 
his grotto still remains to wit- 
nesstohis ingenuity. While he 
was settling in, he lived with the 
Chancellor at Stanton Harcourt 
.in Oxfordshire, and published 
the fifth volume of his Homer. 
At Twickenham he cemented 
his old and now somewhat 
mysterious friendship with 
Teresa and Martha Blount 
of Mapiedurham; in 1730 he 
spoke a( the latter as "a friend 
— a woman friend, God help 
me ! — with whom I have spent 
three or four hours a day these fifteen years." In 171 7 Pope issued his works in one 
quarto volume, and this contained the first ap|>earance of two important poems, 
£/^'sa to Abelard and To Ihe Memory of an Unfortunate Lady. After this, for 
many years, his enei^ies were wholly absorbed by his work with Homer, which he 
gradually grew to feel a burden. He edited Parnell's Works, wi;h a fine epistle of 
his own, in. 1731, When Homer was finished, Pope joined Swift, Arbulbnot, and 
Gay in the publication of two volumes of miscellanies (1717-28); the humours of 
this conjoint work set his mind running on satire, which be had lately neglected, 
and he began to prepare his elaborate and multiform lampoon. The Vundad, 
which was appearing in many diverse conditions from 1728 till as late as 
174a. This was a loud and sometimes a coarse burst of mockery directed at 
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all the little KribUeiB of the hour,' and at eveiy cne elie who bad awakened 
Pope^ Hl-bumoar hf an^ sort of attack upon, him. For twentr yiean he bad 
been bottling up his resentment, and nov he poured it forth in a fitter df liquid 
poison. The mortality among the Dunces was terrific Meanwiiii^ using the 
Vundad as a flood-gate. Pope was more seriously and aitisticaUy em{doyed in 
storing up verse of a much more exquisite order. In 1731 be bad published 
his epistle Of Jvilse Taste, and 
had read to Bolingbroke three 
books of a " noble work " on 
philosophy. This was the famous 
Essay on Man, which appeared 
in four instalments in 1733-34. 
From 1731 to 1738 Pope was 
puUishin^ in a rapid and con- 
tinuous stream, imitations of the 
Epistles and the Satires of Horace, 
adapted to the mundane life of 
the eariy Georgian period. Among 
these, and destined to serve as a 
prolc^e to the double series, if it 
had ever been completed, was the 
splendid Epislie I9 Dr. Arb^thnat, 
1734, so rich in autobiognphical 
detail. The general system upon 
which these poems were to take 
their appointed places in one great 
work fell through, however; but just 
OS Pope was abandoning the idea, 
an adoring commentaior arose 
in the shape of Warburton, who 
vindicated tlie ways of the poet 
to himself. Uy the means of this clever, unscrupulous divine, Pope was gradually 
weaned away from the influence of Bolingbroke, which had hitherto been supreme 
with him, and from this time he was, or at least believed himself to be, broadly 
orthodox. Warbtjrton preserved his remarkable sway over Pope's mind until the 
death of the poeL During the last years of his life. Pope did not write much 
that was new, but polished his writings and re-arranged them for publication. 
His mother, to whom he was passionately attached, had died, at a very great 
age, in 1733, but Pope had Martha Blount with him to the last. Although 
he was only fifiy-five, it became obvious in the early spring of 1744 that Pope 
was dying of old age ; his bodily frame was quite worn out with asthma and 
dropsy. Friends gathered round him, Spence and Bolingbroke in particular. Quite 
clear in mind, it amused the poet to send out his Ethic Epistles to the last, and, 
as he smilingly said, to " dispense my morality as I lie dying," as he put it on 
another occasion, "of a hundred good symptoms." On the 30th of May 1744 
he passed away painlessly and softly. He was buried — being, althotigh the greatest 
poet of his lime, yet a Catholic — in his family vault at Twickenham, not in 
Westminster Abbey. No English writer has attracted more curiosity, nor has 




Martha Blount 

m a Drawing by Card 



POPE 20I 

interested more perennially successive generations of biographers. His figure Is 
made very lively to us by a great variety of anecdotes. He was not blind to the 
peculiarities of his own physique; he did not disguise the fact that he had "a 
crazy carcase." He required to be lifted out of bed, and could not stand until he 
was laced into a sort of armour. Nevertheless he had great, but intermiltent 
vivacity; when he was excited, he justly described himself as "a lively little creature, 
with long legs and arms ; a spider 
is no ill emblem of him ; he has 
been taken at a distance for a small 
windmill." His physical weakness, 
no doubt, was in great part respon- 
sible for a love of intrigue and even 
of downright trickerj', which has 
made the unravelling of his corre- 
spondence an absolutely impossible 
task. This little brilhant man of 
letters, who had a host of admir- 
able qualities, was an arch-deceiver 
and a miracle of haif-hypocritical art- 
fulness. For all this, poor man, his 
memory has been only too cruelly 
punished, and it behoves an honest 
reader to-day to think more of what 
was lovable and enlightened and 
impressive in the genius of Pope 
than of his ridiculous affectations 
and deplorable pettinesses. He 
was a very great man imprisoned in 
a litlle ricketty body which warped 
and pinched certain members of ^.^^ 

his mind. Let those who judge him 
harshly read the account of that long disease, his life, 
From the " Essav on Cki- 
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A little learning is a dang'rous thing ; 
Drink deep, or taste nol llie Pierian spring : 
There shallow draughts intoxicate the brain. 
And drinking largely sobers us again. 
Fired at first sight with what the muse imparts, 
In fearless youth we tempt the heights of arts, 
While from the bounded level of our mint! 
Short views we take, nor see the lengths behind ; 
But more advanced, behold with strange surprise 
New disunl scenes of endless science rise I 
So pleased at first the tow'ring Alps we try 
Mount o'er the vales, and seem to tread the sky, 
Th' eternal snows appear already past, 
And the first clouds and mountains seem the last ; 
But, those attained, we tremble lo survey 
The growing labours of the lengthened way, 
Th' increasing prospect tires our wand'ring eyes. 
Hills peep o'er hills, and Alps on Alps arise t 
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ITi' inferior priestess, at her altar's side, 
Trembling begins the sacred rites of pride. 
Unnumbered treasures ope at once, and here 
The various ofPrings of the world appear ; 
From each she nicely culls with curious toil, 
And decks the goddess with the glitt'ring spoil. 
This casket India's glowing gems unlocks, 
And all Arabia breathes from yonder box. 
The tortoise here and elephant unite, 
Transformed to combs, the speckled, and the white. 
Here files of pins extend their shining rows, 
Puffs, powders, patches. Bibles, billet-doux. 
Now awful beauty puts on all its arms ; 
The fair each moment rises in her charms. 
Repairs her smiles, awakens every grace. 
And calls forth all the wonders of her face ; 
Sees by degrees a purer blush arise, 
And keener lightnings quicken in her eyes. 
The busy sylphs surround their darling care, 
These set the head, and those divide the hair. 
Some fold the sleeve, whilst others plait the gown ; 
And Betty's praised for labours not her own. 



From "Thk Messiah." 

The swain in barren deserts with surprise 

Sees lilies spring, and sudden verdure rise ; 

And starts, amidst the thirsty wilds to hear 

New falls of water murm'ring in his car. 

On rifted rocks, the dragon's late abodes, 

The green reed trembles, and the bulrush nods. 

Waste sandy valleys, once perplexed with thorn, 

The spiry fir and shapely box adorn : 

To leafless shrubs the flow'ring palms succct d. 

And odVous myrtle to the noisome weed. 

The lambs with wolves shall graze the vertlaiu mead, 

And boys in flow'ry bands the tiger lead ; 

The steer and lion at one crib shall meet. 

And harmless serpents lick the pilgrim's feet. 

The smiling infant in his hand shall take 

The crested basilisk and speckled snake. 

Pleased, the green lustre of the scales sur\'ey. 

And with their forky tongues shall innocently play. 

Rise, crowned with light, imperial Salem, rise ! 

Exalt thy tow'ry head, and lift thy eyes I 

See, a long race thy spacious courts adorn ; 

See future sons, and daughters yet unlx)rn. 

In crowding ranks on ev'ry side arise, 

Demanding life, impatient for the skies ! 

See barb'rous nations at thy gates attend, 

Walk in thy light, and in thy temple bend ; 

See thy bright altars thronged with prostrate kings. 

And heaped with products of Sabaean springs ! 

For thee Idume's spicy forests blow, 

And seeds of gold in Ophir's mountains glow. 




The only futl-length Pttrtrait of Pope 



O'erflow thy courts: the Light Himself shall shine 
Revealed, and God's eternal day be thine I 
The seas shall waste, ihe skies in smoke decay, 
Rocks fall to dusl, and mountains mell away ; 
Bui fixed His word. His saving power remains ; — 
Thy realm for ever lasts, thy own Messfah reiRns ! 
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From the ** Elegy on an Unfortunate Lady." 

What can atone (oh ever-injured shade !) 
Thy fate unpitied, and thy rights unpaid ? 
No friend's complaint, no kind domestic tear 
Pleased thy pale ghost, or graced thy mournful bier. 
By foreign hands thy dying eyes were closed, 
By foreign hands tliy decent limbs composed. 
By foreign hands thy humble grave adorned, 
By strangers honoured, and by strangers mourned : 
What though no friends in sable weeds appc ar, 
Grieve for an hour, perhaps, then mourn a year, 
And bear about the mockery of woe 
To midnight dances, and the public show ? 
What though no weeping loves thy ashes grace, 
Nor polished marl)le emulate thy face ? 
What though no sacred earth allow thee room. 
Nor hallowed dirge be muttered o'er thy tomb ? 
Yet shall thy grave with rising flow'rs be drcst, 
And the green turf lie lightly on thy breast : 
There shall the morn her earliest tears bestow. 
There the first roses of the year shall blow ; 
While angels with their silver wings o'ershade 
The ground, now sacred by thy reliques made. 

From " An Essay ox Man." 

Lo, the poor Indian ! whose untutored mind 
Sees God in clouds, or hears Him in the wind ; 
His soul, proud science never taught to stray 
Far as the solar walk, or milky way ; 
Yet simple nature to his hope has giv'n, 
Behind the cloud-topt hill, an humbler heav'n ; 
Some safer world in depths of woods embraced, 
Some happier island in the watery waste. 
Where slaves once more their native land behold, 
No fiends torment, no Christians thirst for gold. 
To be, contents his natural desire. 
He asks no angel's wing, no seraph's fire ; 
But thinks, admitted to that equal sky, 
His faithful dog shall bear him company. 

From "The Dunciad." 

In flowed at once a gay embroidered race, 
And tittering pushed the pedants off the place : 
Some would have spoken, but the voice was drowned 
By the French horn, or by the opening hound. 
The first came forwards, with as easy mien, 
As if he saw St. James's and the queen. 
When thus th' attendant orator began, 
"Receive, great empress ! thy accomplished son : 
Thine from the birth, and sacred from the rod, 
A dauntless infant I never scared with God. 
The sire saw, one by one, his virtues wake : 
The mother begged the blessing of a rake. 




Title-pAge from "The Dundad," 1738 



To "here the -Seine, obsequious as she runs, 
Pours al great Bourbon's feel her sillten ions ; 
Or Tiber, now no longer Roman, rolls. 
Vain of Kalian arls, Ilahan souls: 
To happy convents, bosomed deep in vines. 
Where slumber abbots, purple as their wines : 
To isles of fragrance, lily-silvered vales, 
Diffusing languor in the panting gales : 
To lands of singing, or of dancing slaves, 
Love-whisp'ring woods, and lute-resounding waves. 
But chief her shrine where naked Venus keeps, 
And Cupids ride the lion of the deeps." 
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From the " Moral Essays." 
But all our praises why should lords engross ? 
Rise, honest muse ! and sing the Man of Ross : 
Pleased Vaga echoes through her winding bounds. 
And rapid Severn hoarse applnuse resounds. 
Who hung wilh woods yon mountain's sultry brow.' 
From the dry rock who hade the i\aiers flow ? 
Not to the skies in useless columns !oji. 
Or in proud fells magnificently lost, 
But clear and artless, pouring through the p'.iin 
Hcahh to the sick, nnd solace lu the swain. 



DUNCIAD, 

V A R I O RV M. 

TROimOMENA . ,i ,V( -mniERiis. 




Printed for A.DoD.iyag*. 



Title-page from "The Dunciad," 1729 



Whose causeway parts the ^ale wilh shady rows ? 
Whose seats the weary irai eller repose ? 
Who taught that heav'n -directed spire lo rise ? 
"The Man of Ross," each lisping babe replies. 
Behold the market-place with poor o'erspread 1 
The Man of Ross divides the weekly bread ; 
He feeds yon alms-house, neat, but void of state, 
Where Age and Want sit smiling at the gate ; 
Him portioned maids, apprenticed orphans blest. 
The young who labour, and the old who rest. 
Is any sick ? the Man of Ross relieves, 
Prescribes, attends, the mcd'cine makes, and gives 
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Is there a variance ? enler bul liis door, 
Ualked are Ihe courls, and comet is no more. 
Despairing quacks ivith curses fled Ihc place, 
And vile allorneys, now a useless race. 

/)'. Tlirici; happy man I enabled to pursue 
What all so wish, but want the puw'r lo An ! 
Oh say, what sums that generous hand supply ? 
What mines, lo SHell that boundless charity? 

/'. Of debts, and taxes, wife and children clear. 
This man possessed— five hundred pounds a year. 
lilush, grandeur, blush : proud courts, withdraw your blaw 1 
Vc littie stars : hide your diminished rays. 




Stftnton Harcourt in the Eighteenth Centui; 
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accepted a scholarship at St John's College, Cambridge, where he staytd many years. 
In 1687 he was engaged with Charles Montagu on the facetious pamphlet of The 
Hind and the Panther Tranwers'd ; this is said to have greatly annoyed Drj'den, who 
had " always been very civil " to Prior. About 1 690, having gradually grown dissatisfied 
with his position as the resident fellow of a Cambridge college. Prior, still under the 
tireless patronage of Dorset, began his career as a public ser\-ant. He was now for 
several years secretary to the Earl of Berkeley, our Aml)assador at the Hague. He 
showed great ability as a diplomatist, and in 16158, after useful service at the Treaty of 
Ryswick, he was appointed Secretary to the British Embassy in Paris. Honours ncre 
now showered upon him, and 
in 1699 Prior came back to 
England an Under-Secretary 
of State. After a brief ex- 
perience in Parliament, he 
went back to Paris in 1711 
as Ambassador, but at the 
fall of the Tories he was im- 
peached, and was kept in 
prison from 17 15 to 1717. 
^Vhile in confinement he 
wrote his Alma. He left 
prison with nothing to live 
on but his college fellowship, 
and his friends set about to 
collect his poems and issue 
them in a sumptuous sub- 
scription folio. This was 
done in 1719, and Prior re- 
ceived ;^4ooo. Lord Harley 
gave him an equal sum to 
buy the estate of Down Hall, 
in Essex. The rest of the 
poet's life was spent in ease 
improving this pretty property, 
liut his health was declining, 
and he did not enjoy Down 
Hall long. He died "of a 
lingering fever" on the i8th of September 1721 
of Lord Harley (ihe second Earl of Oxford). 
Abbey, in a tomb surmounted by a fine bust by Coysevox. 
solemn-faced man," very grave in public employments, but. 
Lord, how meny was he ! " 

To A Child ok Qlwi.itv. 
Lords, knights, and 'squires, the numerous Iwni 

That wear Ihe fair Miss Mary's fellers, 
Were summon'd by lier high command, 

To show their passions by tlicir Idlers, 




A/lcr 



Matthew Prior 
Fortran ty .V/i- C„.J/m 



..pole, 



.vhere he was the guest 
buried in Westminster 
He was "a spare, frail, 
'alone with his friends, 




Charles Sadcnlle, Eul of Dorset, the frieod uul patron of Priof 

Aflir thi Portrait by Sir Godfrey KnilUr al Bayf-rdbury 

For, while she makes her silkworm's beds 

With all ihe tender thinjjs I swear ; 
Whilst all the house my passion reads 

In papers round her babj-'s hair ; 
She may receive and own my flame. 

For, though the strictest prudes should know it. 
She'll pass for a most virtuous dame, 

And I for an unhappy poc(. 
Then too, alas ! when she shall tear 

The lines some younger rival sends, 
She'll give nie leave to write, I fear. 

And we shall still continue friends. 
For, as our different ages move, 

'Tis so oidain'd (would Fate but mend it I 
That 1 shall be past making love, 

When she begins to comprehend it. 



A Letter. 

My noble, lovely, little Peggy 
Let this, my First Epistle, beg ye, 
At dawn of mom, and close of even. 
To lift your heart and hands to heaven. 
In double beauty say your prayer : 
Our Father fint, then Notre lire: 




Prior approaching Down Hall 



And, dearest Child, alonff the day. 
In ev'ry thinjj you do and say. 
Obey and please my lord and lady. 
So God shall love, and anjjels aid ye. 

If to these precepts you attend, 
No Second Letter need I send, 
And so I lest your constant friend. 



I 
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Extract from « Letter of Prior to Secretiuy BUthwkjt 
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John Gay (1685-1732) was the youngest son 
where he was bom in Sep- 
tember 1685. The occupa- 
tion of his parents is nut 
known, but they were in 
fairly comfortable circum- 
stances. He was educated at 
the Grammar School of Barn- 
staple, where his earliest verses, 
about a swallow shot in the 
churchyard, are said to have 
been written. Gay was early 
apprenticed to a sLlk-mercer in 
London, but was sooti tired 
of the shop, " and easily per- 
suaded his master to discharge 
him." His verses written at 
Barnstaple after his return 
were hidden in the arm of a 
chair, whence they were not 
dislodged until i8io. He 
went back to London, but 
little is known of his career 
until, in 1708, he published 
his first work, the imitative 
poem called jyi'tu. In 1711 
Gay formed the acquaintance _,,^ ri/ic/; 

of Steele and Pope, and thus 
entered literary society. In 171a he was appointed 





Eagtniag from the lUastnted Editioii of Gay's FkUcs 



■w™// iy Sir Godfrey Kncllir 

domestic steward to the Duchess 
of Monmouth, and published 
his first notable work, Rural 
Sports, in 1713; the latter 
succeeded, although, as Swift 
said. Gay could not " dis- 
tinguish rye from barley, nor 
an oak from a crab-tree." His 
" highest country skill " was 
fishing for gudgeons. A more 
important production, and one 
which holds a place in the 
history of literature, was The 
Shepherd's /Fcf* of 1714, a set 
of burlesque pastorals in which 
Gay exercised his genuine 
rustic talent while indulging 
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Pope's resentment against Ambrose Philips. This year, however, was fatal to Gay's 
independence, for the Duchess dischat^ed him from her service, an appointment in 
the household of Lord Clarendon fell through, and the poet was penniless. In 
1715 Gay produced his entertaining "tragic-comic-pastoral" farce, called The What 
d'ye Coil Jt, which enjoyed a great success, and his picturesque poem of Trivia in 
1716. In these and succeeding years he seems to have led a parasitical life, visiting 
from house to house, and starving between whiles. In 1720 Gay collected his 
" Poems " in quarto and made ;^iooo ; with this he speculated on the Stock Exchange 





J 

w 






I. Crouch as "Polly" in Gay's 
"The Beggar's Opera" 



iW!0'^f^\fm . 



e of "The BcEEar's Opera" 



until he made it ^i nominal ^20,000; the South Sea Bubble burst and Gay was once 
more [lennilesi^. lli: now bfj^an to be "abv^iys with the Duchess of Qufensberr^," 
and this amusing and brilliant lady became Gay's patron-in-ordinary. }Iis famous 
Falf/es api)eared in 1717 ; bis no less famous Beggar's Opera in 1728, and tbe secjuel, 
Polly, in 1729; these three books brought money, fame, and scandal to everybody 
concerned with them. After the p 11 bli nation of J'olly, indeed, the "inoffensive John 
Gay became the terror of ministers and one nf the obstructions to the peace of 
Europe," and Duchesses bad to retire from Court for patronising him. Gay did 
not survive his successes long, but on the 4th of December 1732 died in the house 
of the Duke of Queensberry in Burlington Gardens. He was ceremoniously buried 
in Westm nster Abbey, and after all his soliritudes be was found to have ;^6ooo 
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in his possession. "Gay dies unpensioned with a hundred friends," Pope sang, 
but it is not easy to pity him, for his early indigence was certainly the result 
of sheer indolence. Gay was amiable, merry, greedy, lazy, and a charming com- 

/ 



a. 






^^W#'^ •«<i» /9VCJB* /l/^C'^ gm^^ ^rwT9^ ^^^ 




aI^xu f^"^-^ ^/^ /^/s^ia:^. 

From a Cong^tulatory Poem from John Gay to Alexander Pope 
on the completion of the latter's translation of Homer 

panion. He loved good eating, smart clothes, and snug quarters, and he hated to 
work for them ; he made himself agreeable to so many wealthy people that he 
had no need to do so. As some one said of him, he wanted a place with a hand 
some income and no duties, and to this ideal he practically, though never nominally, 
managed to attain. 
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Now he goes on, and sings of fairs and shows 
For slill new fairs before his eyes arose. 
How pe<yars' stalls wiih glilt'rjn),' toys are laid, 
The various fairings of the counlry maid. 

Long silken laces hang upon 

the twine, 
And rows of pins and amber 

bracelets shine ; 
How the tight lass, knives, 

combs, and scissors spies. 
And looks on thimbles with 

desiring eyes. 
Of lott'rics next with tuneful 

note he told, 
Where silver spoons are won, 

and rings of gold. 
The lads and lasses trudge the 

streets along. 
And all the fair is crowded in 

The mountebank now treads 

the stage, and sells 
His pills, his balsams, and his 

ague -spells ; 
Now o'er and o'er the nimble 

tumbler springs, 
.■\nd on the rope the vem'rous 

maiden swings ; 
U - piuldlii); in his pLirti- 

coloiir'd jacket 
Tosses the glove, and jokes at 

Of rarce-shoHs, he sung, and 

I'liiich's feats, 
Of porkels pi.kM ill crowds. 




Catherine Hyde, Duchess of Queensbcrr; 



Thomas Parnell {i679-i7]S) Iidongwl m tlio wdlkmnvn C'liesliire family of 
lli.it n;iiiiL-: and his futhtT was iht' 'niomas I'arndl of Diil.iin, aiiiL-.slor of the first 
Lord CdiiylcHJii, whose grcil yraiKi-nq)huw was ihi- Irish Icacltr. Thi.- jxiet was liorii 
in Dublin in 1(179 ■ 1"^ inodiL-r was .Anna (Iriii.- of TipiiLTary, from whom, doulitless, 
he rircivud liis strong Irish iharacli.Tisti.s. In 1603 he was admilttil to Trinity 
Collcf^c, Duiilin, mid rcmainai iIrti- until he took his dc-fLL^ of M.A, in 1700. Hi; 
was iwtroniscd l»y the ^reat Wlii.; divizic. Dr. William Kin^-, ivlio adniitu-d I'arndl to 
deacon's cirdiTS whtn he wa.s Iidow canonical ai;c, and found him [trinnotion. Al thi; 
■ arly agi..' of i»x-iiiy-scVL-n I'arndl was appointed .\rchdi.-acon of Clo-hcr, and married a 
lady who, like his ovMi niuthcr, was of Cuunly Tippcrary. He liad two suns, who died 
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in childhood, and he lost his mother in 1 709 and his wife in 1 7 1 1. In consequence 
of the depression caused by these losses, he is said to liavu taken to hea\7 
drinking, which shortened his life. By this time he had renewed a college 
acquaintance with Swift, and had acquired the friendship of Addison, liolingbroke, 
Pope, and Steele. His earliest appearances in print were made in the form of a 
few essays contributed to the Spectator and to the Guardian. Parnell was now 
beginning to circulate among his friends copit-s of verses, which were greatly com- 
mended. Swift told Stella in 
1712 that Pamell outdid "all 
our poets here by a bar's 
length," and he endeavoured 
to make Parnell known to the 
Minislrj'. In 1713 Archbishop 
King made the poet a Preben- 
dary of St. Patrick's, and 
Parnell joined the Scriblerus 
Club. He wrote an essay on 
Homer as an introduction to 
Pope's Iliad. In 1716 King 
presented Pamell with the 
vicarage of Finglas, and the 
poet, who was rich, and already 
in failing health and spirits, 
resigned his archdeaconry. In 
1717 he published Horner's 
Battle of the Frogs and Mice, 
in which the line which Pope 
was to take in his Dunciad i^as 
dimly foreshadowed, Parnell 
died, on the journey from 
London to Dublin, at Chester, 
and was buried there on the 
24th of October 1718. Pope 
immediately set about collect- 
ing the scattered poems of his 
friend, including the most imp 
jiublish them till the close of 
dedication of the verses of the ' 
much beloved in spite of a spli 
some annoyance to his friends. 

the depths of misery. His hatred of Ireland was equalled only by that of Swift. 
His works were first collected in 1758, with a posthumous certificate of genuineness 
from the last-named friend. 

How deep yon .iiiire dyes llic sky. 
Where orbs of gold unnumbered lie ; 
While through their ranks, in silver jiride. 
The nether crescent seems to gliiic. 




Thomas Parnell, D D. 

jrtant of them all, The Hermit, hut he did not 
1 72 1, when the volume appeared with a beautiful 
once-loved" Parnell to Uml Oxford. He had been 
netic and irregular temper, which gave anxiety and 
Parnell was always either exaggeratedly elated o 
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The slumbering biceie for(^fl to breathe, 
The lake is smooth and dear beneath, 
Where once again the spangled show 
Descends to meet our eyes below. 
The grounds, which on the right aspire. 
In dimness from the view retire : 
The left presents a place of graves, 
Whose wall the nlent water laves. 
That steeple guides thy doubtful right 
Among the livid gleams of night. 
There pass, with melancholy state 
By all the solemn heaps of fate. 
And think, as softly sad you tread 
Above the venerable dead, 
" Time was, like thee, they lift possessed, 
And time shall be that thou shah rest' 



Thomas TiClcell (1686-1740) was the son of the Rev. John Tickell, Vicar 
of Bridelcirk, in Cumberland, where he was bom in 1686. He was educated at 

Queen's Colle^^ Oxford, 
where he munly resided 
from 1701 to 1736. He in- 
troduced himself to Addison, 
by writing a copy of lauda- 
tory verses on the opera of 
Jtosamand. When Addison 
went to Dublin in 1714, he 
seems to have taken Tickell 
with him as a private secre- 
tary. Tickell's translation of 
the first book of the ///urf, 
in June 1715, was a leading 
incident in Pope's famous 
quarrel with Addison. The 
latter made Tickell Under- 
Secretary of State in 1717, 
and at his death in 1719 
designed his admirer anO 
protege as his literary exe- 
cutor. Tickell's famous and 
very fine elegy on Addison 
was not printed until 1721, 
when it opened the stately 
edition of Addison's Works 
which he edited. .Xfter 1 723 
Tickell spent much of his 
In 1726 he married, and so 

le died at Balh on the 23rd of April 1740. 

ided imitator of Addison," but once, in his 




Tbotnas Tickell 



time in Ireland, keeping up his friendshi 
severed his connection with Oxford. Hi 
Gray called Tickell "a [xior, short- 
elegy, he far surpassed his master. 



A-ith Swift. 
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Pope emerged from Homer in 1725, ready to take his place again in 
militant literature. But the world was not the same to him. Of his elders 
and compeers half passed away while he was finishing the ///W— Garth, 
Parnell, Addison, Lady Winchelsea, and Prior. Congreve and Gay grew 
languid and fatigued. The great quarrels of Pope's life began, and the acrid 
edge was set on his temper. But Atterbury had long ago assured him that 
satire was his true forte, and Swift encouraged him to turn from melancholy 
reflection on the great friends he had lost, to bitter jesting with the little 
enemies that remained to him. In 1728-29 the Dunciad lashed the bad 
writers of the age in couplets that rang with the crack of a whip. During 
the remainder of his life. Pope was actively engaged in the composition and 
rapid publication of ethical and satirical poems, most of which appeared in 
successive folio pamphlets between 1731 and 1738. It has been con;cctured 
that all these pieces were fragments of a great philosophical poem which he 
intended one day to complete, with the addition of that New Dunciad (1742) 
whkh was the latest of Pope's important writings. Among these scattered 
pieces the most famous are the four parts of the Essay on Man^ the Epistle to 
Dr, Arbuthnoty and the successive Imitations of Horace, 

In these poems of the maturity of Pope there is no longer any distinct 
trace of French influence. They mark the full coming of age of the English 
classical school. The lesson first taught by the Royalists who came back 
from the Continent in 1660 was now completely learned ; criticism had 
finished its destructive work long before, and on the basis so swept clear of 
all the ruins of the Renaissance a new kind of edifice was erected. In the 
Fables of Dryden, in the tragedies of Otway and Congreve (the Mourning 
Bride), something was left of the sonorous irregularity of the earlier seven- 
teenth century, a murmur, at least, of the retreating wave. But in such a 
satire as of the Use of Riches not the faintest echo of the old romantic style 
remains. It is not fair, in such a conjunction, to take passages in which the 
colloquial wit of Pope is prominent ; but here are verses which are entirely 
serious, and intended to be thoroughly poetical : 

Consult the genius of the place in all ; 

That tells the waters or to rise or fall, 

Or helps the ambitious hill the heavens to scale, 

Or scoops in circling theatres the vale ; 

Calls in the country, catches opening glades. 

Joins willing woods, and varies shades from shades ; 

Now breaks, or now directs, the intending lines ; 

Paints as you plant, and, as you work, designs. 

Is this poetry or not ? That is the question which has troubled the 
critics for a hundred years, and seems as little to be capable of solution as 
the crux of predestination and freewill. That it is not poetry of the same class 
as a chorus out of Prometheus Unbound or a tirade out of the Duchess of 
Malfy is obvious ; but this is no answer to the query. Certain facts need 
to be observed. One is, that to several successive generations of highly 
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intelligent men this did appear to be poetry, and of a very high order. 
Another is, that since the revolution compassed by Wordsworth we have 
been living under a prejudice in favour of the romantic manner which may 
or may not be destined to la^t much longer. If another revolution in taste 
should overwhelm ua, Adonais and Tintern Abbey may easily grow to seem 
grotescjuely unreadable. It is wise, therefore, not to moot a question which 
cannot be solved, as Matthew Arnold tried to solve it, by calling " Dryden 
and Pope not classics of our poetry, but classics of our prose." Pope was 
not a classic of prose ; he wrote almost exclusively in a highly finished 
arUstic verse, which may evade the romantic formulas, but is either poetry 
or nothing. The best plan is to admit that it is poetry, and to define it. 

In their conception of that class of poetry, then, of which the later works 
of Pope supply the most brilliant example, the English classicists returned 
to what the French had taught them to believe to be a Latin manner. They 
found in the admirable poets of antiquity, and particularly in Horace, a 
determination to deal with tlie average and universal interests and observa- 
tions of mankind, rather than with the exceptional, the startling, and the 
violent. They desired to express these common thoughts and emotions 
with exquisite exactitude, to make of their form and substance alike an 
amalgam of intense solidity, capable of a high polish. If we had asked Pope 
what quality he conceived that he had achieved in the Essay on Man, he 
would have answered, " Horatii curiosa felicitas," the consummate skill iu 
fixing normal ideas in such a way as to turn common clay into perdurable 
bronze. By the side of such a design as this it would have seemed to him 
a poor thing to dig out rough ore of passion, like Donne, or to spin gossamer 
threads of rainbow-coJouied fancy, like Shelley. We may not agree with 
him, because we still live in a romantic age. It is hardly likely, moreover, 
that, whatever change comes over English taste, we shall ever return exactly 
to the Boileauesque-Horatian polishing of commonplaces in couplets. But to 
admire Ibsen and Tolstoi, and to accept them as imaginative creators, is to 
come back a long way towards the position held by Pope and Swift, towards 
the supposition that the poet is not a child dazzled by lovely illusions and 
the mirage of the world, but a grown-up person to whom the limits of ex- 
perience are patent, who desires above all things to see mankind steadily 
and perspicuously. In its palmy days at least, that is to say during the 
lifetime of Pope, "classical" English poetry was, within its narrow range, 
an art exquisitely performed by at least one artist of the very first class. That 
this height was not long sustained, and that decline was rapid, will be our 
observation in a later chapter. 

More durable has been the impress on our prose of the great critical 
contemporaries of Pope. One of the landmarks in the history of literature 
is the date, April 12, 1709, when Mr. Isaac Bickerstaff began to circulate 
his immortal lucubrations in the first gratis number of the Tatler. Here, 
at last, the easy prose of everyday life had found a medium in which, 
without a touch of pedantry, it could pass lightly and freely across the 
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IHive obfenred, that't Roder fcldom perufes 
a Book with Pleafare *cill he knows whether 
the Writer of it be a black or a fair Man, of 
a mild or cholerick Di(pofition, Married or a 
Batchelor,- with other Particulars of the like 
nature, chat conduce very much to the right Un- 
derflaiiding of an Author. To gratify this Curio- 
fity, which is fo natural to a Reader,. I dedgn this 
P^, and my next, as Prefatory Difcourfestomy 
following Writings, and fliall give fome Account 
in them of the feveral Perfbns that are engaged in 
this Work. As the chief Trouble of Compiling, 
Digefting and Corrediiig will fall to my Share, I 
mud do iny felf the jfuftice to open the Work 
with my own Hiftory. ' 

1 was bom to a fmall Hereditary Eftate, which 
I find, by the Writings of the Famiiy, was bounded 
by the lame Hedges and Ditches m IVtlUtan the 
CoBquer(y*s Time that it is at prefent, and has 
been delivered down from Father to Son whole 
and entire, without the Lofs or Acquilition of a 
iiugle Field or Meadow, during the Space of Hz 
hundred Years. There goes a Story in the Family, 
that when my Mother was gone with Child of me 
about three Months, (he dreamt that the was brought 
to Bcdof a Judf^e: Whether this might proceed 
from a Law-Suit which was then depending in 
the Family, or my Father's being a Juftice of 
the Peaces I cannot determine ; tor I am not fo 
vain as to think icprefagedany Dignity that I Oiould 
arrive at in my future Life, though that was the 
Interpretation which the Neighbourhood put up- 
on it. The Gravity of my Behaviour at my very fir/l 
Appearance in the World, and all the Time that I 
fucked, feemed to favour my Mother's Dream: 
For, as (he has often told me, 1 threw away my 
Rattle before 1 was two Months old, and would 
not make ufe of my Coral *till they had taken 
away the Bells from it. 

As for the refl of my Infimcy, there being no- 
thing in it lemarkable, 1 (hallpafs it over in Silence. 
1 find, 'that, dilrio/{ my Nonage, 1 had the Reputa- 
tion of a very fiiUen Youth, but was always a 
IKavourirc of my School-MoAer, who ufed to fay, 
^«r nif PmrtrvKre falid smd tutitld t^edr weil. l 
M not been long at the Univetfity, before I di- 



Hin^uKhed my felf by a raoCt profound Silence : For 
during the Space of eight Years, excepting in 
the publick Exercifes of the College, I fcarcc ut- 
tered the Quantity of an hundred Words; and in- 
deed do not remember that I ever fpokc three Sen- 
tences together in my whole Life. Whilfl- 1 wis 
in this Learned Body 1 applied my felt* with fo 
much Diligence to my Studies, that there arc vcr> 
few celebrated Books, cither in the Learned or the 
Modern Tongues, which I , am not acquainted 
with. 

Upon the Death of my Father I was rcfolvcd 
to travel into Foreign Countries, snd therefore 
left the Univerfity, with the Character of an odd 
unticcountable Fellow, thit had a great deal of 
Learning, if 1 would but fhow it. An infatiable 
Thirll after Knowledge carried me into all the 
Countries of E/trope^ where there was any thing 
new or flrange to be feen; nay, to fach a Debtee 
was my Cunofity raifed, that having read theCon- 
troveriles of fome great Men concerning the An- 
tiquities of Egypf^ I' made a Voyage to Grgnd 
Catro^ on purpofe to take the Mcaiure of a Pyra- 
mid ; and as foon as 1 had fet my felf right in that 
Particular, returned to my Native Country with 
great Satisfa6^ion. 

I have palled my latter Years in this City, where 
I am frequently feen in moft publick Places, tho* 
there are not above half a dozen of my felc£l 
Friends that know me; of whom my next Paper 
(hall give a more particular Account. There is 
no Place -of Publick JJefort, wherein I do not often 
make my Appearance; fometimes I am feenthruft- 
ing my Head into a Round of Politicians at/f^///'$, 
and lillning with srreat Attention to the Narratives that 
are made in thol? little Circular Audiences. Some- 
times I fmoak a Pipe at Child's \ and whilll I ietm 
attentive to nothing but the Puft-Man^ over-hear 
the Convctfaiion of every Table in the Room. £ 
appear on Snnday Nights at St. Jamti'% Coffoc- 
Houfc, and fometimes join the little Committee 
of Politicks in the Inner-Room, as one who comes 
there to hear and improve. My Face is likcwifc 
very well known at the' Crecittm^ the Co€9S'Tree, 
and in the Theaters both of Drftry-Latie^ and the 
H^^Mitrkft, \ have been taken for a Merchant 
' upon 
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minds of men. The place which those newspapers hold in our memory is 
quite out of proportion with the duration of their issue. We hardly realise 
that the Taller lasted only till January 171 1, and that the Spectator itself, 
though started two months later, expired before the close of 1713. Three 
years and eight months sufficed to create the English essay, and hft it to 
an impregnable position as one of the principal forms of which literature 

should henceforth 
consist. In this great 
enterprise, the im- 
portance of which 
in the history of lite- 
rature can hardly be 
exaggerated, popular 
opinion long gave 
the main, almost 
the exclusive credit 
to Joseph Addison. 
But the invention of 
the periodical essay 
we now know to 
have been Richard 
Steele's, and of the 
271 Taikrsox\Vj^2 are 
certainly Addison's. 

In the Spectator 
theirrespectiveshares 
were more exactly 
balanced, andthe pol- 
ishL'd pen of Addison 
took precedence. We 
gather that, of these 
Lmmiirtal friends, 
Steele was the more 
fertile ill invention, 
Addison the more 
brilliant and capti- 
vating in execution. 
It was cruel in Swift, and only partly true, to say that politics had 
turned Steele from " an excellent droll " into " a very awkward pam- 
phleteer " ; yet Steele could be awkward. "The elegance, purity, and 
correctness " which delighted all readers of tiie essays were contributed 
by Addison, and were appreciated in nis own age to a degree which appears 
to us slightly exaggerated, for we have learned to love no less the humour 
and pathos of Steele. Without the generous impulse of Steele the unfailing 
urbanity of Addison might have struck a note of frigidity. Contemporaries, 
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who eagerly welcomed their daily sheet, in which Mr. Spectator retailed 
the reflections and actions of his club, did not pause to think how much 
of its unique charm depended on the fortunate interaction of two minds, 
each lucid, pure, and brilliant, yet each, in many essential qualities, 
widely distinguished from the other. "To enliven morality with wit, 
and to temper w-it with morality," was indeed a charming design when 
practised by two moralists, each of whom was witty in a different direction 
from the other. 

The presentation of the first number of the Tatler to the town marked 
nothing less than the creation of modern journalism. Here, as in so 
much else, France had been ahead of us, for since 1672 the Mercure and 
its successors had satisfied the curiosity of Parisians as to things in general. 
Quicquid agunt homines^ said the motto, and it was Steele who made the 
discovery for Englishmen that the daily diversion of the newspaper was 
one which might be made so fascinating and so necessary that the race 
might presently be unable to dispense with it. The earliest English news- 
paper is usually said to be that leaf issued in 1622, under the pseudonym 
of The Weekly News, by Nathaniel Butter ; but the sheets of this kind, 
generically known as Mercuries^ had little of the aspect of a modern 
journal. The Intelligencer (1663) of Roger L'Estrange had more of the 
true newspaper character, and began the epoch of the gazettes, *' pamphlets 
of news," as they were called. The Daily Courant (1702) was the earliest 
daily journal. In all these precursors of the Tatler there had been 
scarcely a touch of literature. In his opening number Steele offered an 
unprecedented olio, combining social gossip, poetry, learning, the news 
of the day, and miscellaneous entertainment ; and he appealed at once to 
a whole world of new readers. 

The result was something of so startling and delightful a novelty that' 
the town was revolutionised. At first the anonymity was w^ell preserved ; 
but in the sixth Tatler Addison recognised a remark he had made to Steele, 
and in the eighteenth he w^as dragged into the concern. As the periodical 
continued, and the taste of the public became gauged, the portion given to 
news was reduced, and the essay took a more and more prominent place. 
It was generally conjectured that this w^as due to Addison's influence, 
whose part in the whole transaction was the academic one of pruning and 
training the rough shoots that sprang from Steele's vigorous wilding. If 
Steele continued, however, to be predominant on the Tatler, Addison 
so completely imprinted his ow^n image upon the later journal that to 
this day Mr. Spectator is an equivalent of Addison's name. The famous 
circle of typical figures, the Club, was broadly sketched by Steele, but it 
was Addison who worked the figures up to that minute perfection which 
we now admire in Will Honeycomb and Sir Roger de Coverley. So com- 
plete was the co-operation, however, that it would be rash to decide too 
sharply what in the conception of the immortal essays belongs to one 
friend and what to the other. 
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L In examining the light literature of a hundred years earher, we were 

I confronted by the imitation of Theophi^astus, and now, in the SpecUttor, 
I we meet with it again. The best of the modern Theophrastians was La 
I Bruyere, and it wt-re idle to deny that the characters of Addison were 
I originally modelled on 

^ French lines. It would 

^^^ THE h^ ^ serious error in- 

^^^ deed lo think of Addi- 

^^ son as a mere imitator 

r ..» •*-. - — s. 1 _ . - J _ ■ -™. — -^ of the Citrttcl'cres, 

[ SPECTATOR, ---i-f 

^k lish criticism has hardly 

^B been content to admit 

the closeness of the 

earlier resemblance. 
Addison and Steele did 
not consider it their 
duty to satirise particu- 
lar persons, and they 
possessed a gift in tiie 
dramatic creation, as 
distinguished from the 
observation, of types 
such as La Bruytre 
did not possess, or, at 
all events, did not e.xer- 
cise ; bul the invention 
of cmniiininR a moral 
cs-.ay with a portrait 
in a general, desultory 
piece of occasional lit- 
erature was not theirs, 
but la Bniyere's. His 
field, however, was 
limited to the streets 
of cities, and he did 
nothing to expand the 
general interests of 
liis contemporaries ; 
he was a delightful satirist and most malicious urban gossip. But Addison 
and Steele had their eye on England as well as on London ; their aim, 
though a genial, was an ethical and elevated one ; they developed, studied, 
gently ridiculed the country gentleman. In their shrewdly civil way they 
started a new kind of national sentiment, polite, easy, modern, in which 
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woman took her civilising place; they ruled the fashions in letters, in 
manners, even in costume. They were the first to exercise the generous 
emancipating influence of the free press, and an epoch in the history of 
journalism was marked when, the preface to Dr. Fleetwood's Sermons 

being suppressed by order 

of the House of Commons, 
fourteen thousand copies of 
it were next morning cir- 
culated in the columns of 
the Spectator, 

I n several ways, how- 
ever, these marvellous jour- 
nals were proved to be 
ahead of their age. When 
the Spectator ceased, at the 
close of 1712, there was a 
long obscuration of the light 
of the literary newspaper. 
Political heat disturbed the 
Guardian, and later ven- 
tures enjoyed even smaller 
success. To the regret of 
all true lovers of literature, 
Addison and Steele were 
presently at daggers drawn 
in opposed and quite in- 
glorious news-sheets. But 
the experiment had been 
made, and the two famous 
journals may live all the 
more brilliantly in our 

memory because their actual existence was not too lengthy to permit iheni to 
come to life again in the more durable form of books. 




Joseph Addison 

,liySirCud/n. Kurllcr 



Joseph Addison (1672-1719) was the son of Ijnctlot Addisi: 
Dean of Lichfield, a theological and narrative writer of merit. Jiisi 
on the ist of May 1672, at the rectory of Milston, in Wiltshire. He showed 
himself early to be the most gifted of a singularly accomplished family. Hl- was 
sent to school at Amesbury, at Salisbury, at Lichfield, and finally at ihe (.'harHT- 
house, whence, in 1687, he proceeded to Queen's College, Oxford. Two years later, 
a copy of Latin verses, in praise of William III., attracted the aiteniiun uf the 
authorities, but Addison was shy and studious at Oxford. In 161)3 he made his 
entrance into the public world of letters by means of a poem addressed to 
Dryden, who was greatly pleased and returned the compliment ; in 1694 .'Wdison 
produced his Account of the Greatest English Poets. All this time he was at 
Oxford, being elected in t6c(7 a Fellow of Magdalen; and in 1699 he published 
vol.. III. p 



I'ards Joseph 
born ^'*'"»" 
"•''" (1673-1719) 
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eight Latin pieces in a University miscellany. He now, at last, at the age of 
twenty-seven, left Oxford at the suggestion of the future Lord Halifax. He vlsitud 
all that was most ooleworlhy in northern and central Italy, and jKissed through 
Switzerland, Germany, and Holland, not returning to England until late in 1703, 
after an absence of four years. In 1705 he published Htniarks on what he had 
seen; and during his journeys he had written a good deal of an original kind 
which he slowly gave to the world. Addison was in great straits on his return to 
England, the death of his father and his failure, by what seems an odd want of 
adroitness, to secure a small appointincnt as travelling tutor to the Duke of Somerset's 
son, having landed him in great embarrassment. For some time he "lodged up three 
pair of stairs over a small shop," in a state of abject poverty, from which the suecess 
of his poem, The Campaign, saved him. He immediately received place under the 
Whigs, and was appointed in 1706 to an Under-Secretary ship of State. Addison 
entered Parliament in 1708, but the election was quashed a year later. Meanwhile 
he kept his post, and on losing it, on the last day of 1709, was immediately 
appointed Secretary to tlie Lord Lieutenant of Ireland and Keeper of the Records. 
Before he went to Ireland, Addison became intimate with Swift, who prayed thai 
"too much business may not sjioil h pins konnite homiae du mondt" \m\ unforlti- 
naiely this friendship was soon damped by the violence of political party. In 
1711, after the fall of the Whig Ministry, Addison found himself deprived of most 
of his places, and "an estate in the Indies worth ^14,000," whatever this lost 
may have been. He was nevertheless now no longer poor, and he bought an 
estate in Warwickshire, Bilton, for ^£10,000. To the 7'alUr, as published by 
Steele in 1709, Addison had meanwhile become a contributor, and Steele de- 
scribed his friend as performing that office "with such force of genius, humour, 
wil, and learning, that I fared like a distressed prince who calls in a powerful 
neighbour to his aid — I was undone by my own auxiliary ; when I had once 
called him in I could not sub'iist without dependence on him." The Tat/er 
ceased to appear on the 32nd of January iju, and on the ist of March of the 
pame year Addison and he founded the Spedaior, which was in every way a more 
composite and ambitious undertaking, and which enjoyed a prodigious success. 
It was dropped in December 1712. Addison had for many years past wished to 
produce a verse-tragedy perfect in classical form, and even while at Oxford he 
had selected the subject of Calo for it. As early as 1703 the play was finished 
enough to be shown by Steele to Gibber. One by one the friends of Addison 
saw the tnigedy in manuscript, but all doubted its fitness for the stage. Pope 
expressed the general opinion when he said that the author " had better not 
act it, but would get reputation enough by only printing it." In 1713, however, 
the position of parties was such as to remind the group of friends of the familiar 
pianuscript tragedy, and Addison was suddenly urged to sei^e the opportunity. He 
did so, and it was presently produced on the stage. It enjoyed an amazing success, 
and it may be held that the evening of the 30th of April 1713 was the climax 
of Addison's existence. The tragedy enjoyed a run of then unprecedented length, 
and, being printed, was hailed all over Europe as a masterpiece of regularity and 
elegance. In the midst of this delirium of eulogy, the old critic, John Dennis, 
raised, almost alone, the protesting voice of common sense. From this point in 
his life the lucky star of Addison seems to have been gradually clouded, through 
no fault of his. The quarrel with Pope, which dates from 1715. although he took 
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it with dignity, must have caused him great annoyance, and he was but poorly 
served by the " little senate " of second-class writers which he collected around 
him at Button's, although the faithful friendship, amounting almost to adoration, 
which was displayed by Tickell cannot but have gratified Addison. But the 
latter began to age early, and already, no doubt, was apt to sit " attentive to his 
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Facsimile of the Assignment of the ** Spectator,** signed by Addison and Steele 

own applause," and to offer those features of human weakness which the cruel 
penetration of Pope has preserved for posterity in the venomous portrait of Atticus. 
The energies of Addison were now distributed between politics, in which he repre- 
sented the most moderate of the Whigs, and the composition of an apologetic 
work on the history of Christianity, which he left unfinished. At the death of 
Anne, Addison returned with the Whigs to office, and was Chief Secretary in 
Ireland for some months of 17 14-15. When he resigned this post he began to 
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cuil n ni;wsj)apcr in the interests of the Governmcni, namely, the Frttficidfr 
(1715-1G). This journal ceased when ils work was done, and Addison was made 
a Commissioner for Trade, In the summer of 1716 he married ihe widowed 
Counicfis of Warwick, to whom he had been long attached, but there is more 
ihan a fear that Addison found "wedded discord witli a noble wife." In 1717, 
wlien Sunderland became Prime Minister, he appointed Addison a Secrclar)- 
' of Stale, but the essayist was not conspicuously successful as a politician. In 
particular, during the ten years during which he sat for Malmesbur\- in the House 
of Commons he spoke hut once, and then broke down in speakii^ : " he had too 
beautiful an imagination," one of his contemporaries said, " to make a man of 
business." In March 1718 Addison resigned his office, his health beginning to 
give him serious anxiety. It is painful to record thjtt the last year of Addison's 
life was embittered by an acrimonious controversy with his old and close friend, 
Steele. ^V'orn out with asthma and dropsy, Addison was now sinking, and on the 

Autograph Inacription of Addison's to JonAthac Swift 

17th iif June 1719 he died at llii'.land Houso, having lately entered his forty-eighth 
year. He called his stepson, the Earl of Warwick, to his bedside, and bid him "see 
in what peace a Christian can die," Addison lay in state in Jerusalem Chamber, 
and then was buried "by midnight lamps" in Westminster Abbey, as Tickell has 
desiribed in his bL'auiiful and touching elegy. Addison's only child, an unmarried 
daughter, survived until i7<,'7. 

WlI.I. WlMliLK. 

Will Wimble is youn^'cr brother to a baronet, and descended of the ancient family 
of ihe Wimbles. He is now beHveen forty and fifty ; but being bred to no business 
and born to no estate, he generaDy lives with his elder brother as superintcndeni 
<if his game. He hunts a pack of dogs better than any man in the county, and is 
very famous for lintiing out a haic. lie is extremely well versed in all the little handi- 
irafts of an idle man. He makes a May-Ay to a miracle; and furnishes the whole 
country with angle-rods. As he is a good-natured officious fellow, and very much 
esteemed on account of his family, he is a very welcome guest at every house, and keeps 
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up a good correspiindence among all the gentlemen about him. He carries a tulip- 
root in his pocket from one to another, or exchanges .1 puppy between a couple of 
friends thai live perhaps in the opposite sides of the county. Will is a p^trtieular 
favourite of all the young heirs, whom he frequently obliges with a net that he has 
weaved, or a sciiing-dog that he has made himself. He now and then presents a pair 
of garters of his own knitting 
to their mothers or sisters ; 






great deal of 
mirth among them, by inquir- 
ing as often as he meets them 
" how they wear ! " These 
gentleman -like manufactures 
and obliging little humours 
make Will the darling of the 
country. 

Haunted. 
At a little disi 




e from Sir 
Roger's house, amonj; I he 
ruins of an old abbey, there is 
a long walk of aged elms, which 
are shot up so ver)' hiyh, that 
when one passes under them, 
the rooks and crows that rest 
upon the tops of them seem to 
be cawing in another region. 
I am very much delighted with 
this sort of noise, which I con- 
siijerasakind of natural pr.iyer 
to that Being who supplies the 
wants of his whole creation, 
and who, in the beautiful lan- 
guage of the Psalms, feedcih 
the young ravens that call 
upon him. I like this retire- 
ment the belter, because of 
an ill report it lies under of 
being haunted ; for which ''^'"' "" '''•'■'•■'•< '.'■ ■'■■''■ '■"i"-:' ^'•'•■'i'- ^1 r.^y/..rJb,.n- 

reason (as 1 have been told in 

the family) no living creature ever walks in it besides the chaplain. My good friend 
the butler desired me with a very grave face not 10 venture myself in ii after sunset. 
for that one of the footmen had been almost frighted out of his wits by a spirit that 
appeared to him in the shape of a black horse without an head : to which he added, 
that about a month ago one of the maids coming; home late that way with a pail of 
milk upon her head, heard such a rustling among the bushes that she let it fall. 

I was taking a walk in this place last night between the hours of nine and ten, and 
could not but fancy it one of the most proper scenes in the world for a ghost to appear 
in. The ruins of the abbey are scattered up and down on every side, and half covered 
with ivy and elder-bushes, the harbours of several solitary birds which seldom make 
their appearance till the dusk of the evening. The place was formerly a churchyard, 
and has still several marks in it of graves and burying- pi aces. There is such an echo 
among the old ruins and vaults, that if you stamp but a little louder than ordinary, 
you hear the sound repeated. At the same time the walk of elms, with the croaking 
of the ravens which from time to time are heard from the tops of them, looks exceeding 
solemn and venerable. These objects naturally t 
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when night heighteni the awfulncis of the place, and poon out her supernumerary 
horroia upon everything in it, I do not at all wonder that weak minds fill it with 
■pectres and apparitiona. 

The Head-Dress. 

The ladies have been for some time in a kind of moulting season with regard to that 
part of their dress, having cast gieat quantities of riband, lace, and cambric, and in 
some measure reduced that part of the human figure to the beautifiil globular foim 
which is natural to it. We have for a great while expected what kind of ornament 
would be substituted in the place of those antiquated commodes. But ottr female pro- 
jectors were all the last summer so taken up with the improvement irf their petticoats 
tliat they had not time to attend to anything else ; but having at length sufHcienlly 
adorned their lower parts, they now begin to turn their thoughts upon the other extremity, 
as well remembering the old kitchen proveib, " that if you light the fire at both ends, 
the middle will shift for itself." 

1 am engaged in this speculation by a sight which I lately met with at the opeta. 
As I was standing in the hinder part of a box, I took notice of a little duster of women 
sitting together in the prettiest -coloured hoods that 1 ever saw. One of them was blue, 
another yellow, and anoihcp philomot ; the fourth was of a pink colour, and the fifth 
of a j)ale green. I looked with as much pleasure upon this little party-coloured assembly 
as upon a bed of tulips, and did not know at first whether it might not be an embassy 
of Indian queens; but upon my going about into the pit, and taldng them in front, I 
was immediately undeceived, and saw so much beauty in every face that t found them 
&11 to be English. Such eyes and lips, cheeks and foreheads, could be the growth of 
no other country. Tlie complexion of their faces hindered me from observing any 
farther the colour of their hoods, though I could easily perceive, by that unspeakable 
satisfaction which appeared in their looks, that their own thoughts were wholly taken 
up on those pretty ornaments they wore upon their heads. 

SirJUtkard Sir Ricbard Steele (1671-1729), although always reported as being younger 

j??* than his most distinguished friend, was, it has lately been discovered, bom in March 

1672, whereas Addison was 
not bom until May. Steele 
was born in Dublin, where 
his fiilher practised ;is an 
attorney ; ihe latter died 
when his son was live jears 
old, and Steele ba.s given 
a:i enchanting picture of the 
emotions which his father's 
death awakened. In 1685 
the boy was sent to the 
Charterhouse, and passed in 
I C90 to Christ Church, Ox- 
ford, and in 1691 to Mcrton 
(College. It is supposed 
lliat he left the T-'niversicy 
and became a trooper in 
the Duke of Ormond's Life 
Guards in 1694 ; in his 
funeral, of which his earliest 
Of Steele's movements 
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in the next six years we know very little, but during jiart of the lime, at k-ast, 
he served as a captain of Fusiliers. In 1701 Steele published his first important 
work, the Christian Htro, whieh was considered puritanical hy his companions, 
and landed him in a duel, in which he ran his critic through the ImkIv. He now 
l)egan to write for the stage, and his first comedy, The Funem!, dates from the close 
of 1701. His idea was to introduce morotity 10 the stage, and make "virtue and 
vice appear just as they ought to do," and not as they are travestied in the art of 
Wycheriey and Conyreve. In the I.yin^ Lover {^ 703) Steele wiis still more didactic, and 
it is not to lie wondered at that 
his comedy was " damned for 
its piety." He tried a third 
time, with the Tender /fusliand 
(1705), a l>etter play, but as 
complete a failure. He was 
by this time married to a lady, 
vaguely sjjoken of as " of vast 
possessions,"whodicdin 1706. 
In May 1707 Steele received 
from Harley the im[>i)rlant 
lH»st of Gazetteer. Imme- 
diately after the death of his 
first wife, and perhaps at her 
funeral, Steele is believed to 
have made the acquaintance of 
Miss Mary Scurlock, a Welsh 
lady with "expectations." It 
was to her, before and after 
their marriage, that Steele 
addressed the e.itraordinary 
corresiwndence which, printed 
first in 1787, has done more 
than anything else to make us 
acquainted with his character. 
The marriage between Dick 
Steele and his "dear lovely 
Pnie" took place in September 

1707. His Ufe with this handsome and fairly amiah 
As Mr. Austin Dobson says, Steele was loyal, affect 
"hopelessly sanguine, restless, and impulsive." Hi 
S(|uandered money far beyond his means ; and 
Mrs. Steele's patience ; but though they fought, they 
she was his " absolute governess," and " adored caprii 
of the age of Anne were now coming closer and closer 
"triumvirate of Addison, Steele and me," and when they met, Congreve and Pope 
were often of the party. Early in 1709 Steele borrowed the name of "Isaac 
Bickerstaff" from Swift to use as a pseudonym in the TatUr, which he began to 
publish on the 12th of April; this was a Letter of /ntelligenee destined to "gratify 
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the curiosity of persons of all conditions, and each sex." At first Steele wrote it all 
himself, but soon he called in Addison to help. It ceased in January lyti, and was 
succeeded within two months by the Spectator, another folio sheet, consisting 
only of a single essay, whereas the Tatlf had given a variety of news. The 
Spectator, too, came out on every week-day. The plan of (his famous literary 
journal was, as we have it upon tlie evidence of Tickell, projected by Steele and 
Addison in concert, hut it was the latter who represented the central figure of the 
Spectator Club, the celebrated bir Roger de Coverley. A\'hen the paper ceased. 




Facsimile Tills and Frontispiece of First Collected Edition of the "Tatler" 
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every form of extravagance. In March he started a new daily paper, the Guardian^ 
in which Addison originally took no part, but was soon drawn in. Steele 
and Swift were presently involved in acute hostility, and for political reasons the 
former resigned his offices; he left the Guardian almost entirely to Addison and 
Budgell, and entered the House of Commons as M.P. for Stockbridge. His purely 
literary work now took mainly the character of pamphlets, and for what he wrote 
about the fall of Dunkirk he was, in March 1714, expelled from the House. Steele, 
who had given up ^£'400 a year to enter Parliament, was now in a deplorable 
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plight. He continued the active publication of newspapers and pamphlets, and 
the death of Queen Anne restored him to success. He went on writing dull 
political tracts, and Swift in cruel justice said that Steele had ''obliged his party 
"with a very awkward pamphleteer in the room of an excellent droll." In 17 15 he 
was knighted, and became Supervisor (or Manager) of Drury Lane Theatre, at a 
salary of ;^7oo a year. Early in the same year he was elected M.P. for Borough- 
bridge. In the following years we find him frequently visiting Scotland, upon 
public business ; and in 1 7 1 7 Lady Steele was principally living in Wales, to look 
after an estate they had at Carmarthen; to this circumstance we owe a large 
number of her husband's delightful letters to her. She died late in 17 18, and 
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nfuT that event Steele had little luck. In 1719 he quarrelled with Addison, and 
in lyir lie was again in Parliament, as M.P. for W'endover. In this year, moreiiver, 
he brought out his comedy of the Ciinscious Lovers with success, but presently 
fell into a condition of bankruptcy. He went to live at Hereford, and later at 
Carmanhen, where he was afflicted with a stroke of paralysis. " He retained liis 
cheerful sweetnes.s of temper to the last," but was a hopelessly broken man, to whom 
1 death came as a release on the ist of September 1729- The startling inconsistencies 
f of Steele's character and his restless incoherency have led to very diverse judgments 
character, but he seems to have been a weak man who yet loved honesty 
id virtue with ail his heart. 
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I do not doubt but England 
is at present as polite a naiion 
as any in the world ; but any 
man who thinks can easily see, 
that Ihc aflcctalion of being gay 
and in fashion has very near 
eaten up our good sense and 
our religion. Is there anvlhing 
50 just as that mode and gal- 
lantry should be built upon 
exening ourselves in what is 
proper and agreeable to the in- 
siituiiuns of justice and piety 
ainonj; us ? And yet is there 
;inyihing more common, than 

(liciioii to them? All which is 
buppurted l.iy nu other preten- 
jiun, than that il is .ione with 
what we call a good t;race. 
Afler Ihr P.irlritil by Juialhan RUhat,hon Nothing ought to be held 

laudable or becoming, but what 
nature itself should prompt us to think so. Respect 10 all kinds of superiors is founded, 
methinks, upon instinct ; and yet what is so ridiculous as -ige ! I make this abrupt 
transition to the mention of this vice more ihan any other, in order 10 introduce a little 
story, which I think a pretty instance, tliat the most polite age is in danger of being 
the most \icious. 

It happened at .Athens, during a public representation of some play exhibited in 
honour of the commonwealth, that an old gentleman came loo late for a place 
suitable lo his age and quality. Many of the young gentlemen who observed the 
difficulty and confusion he was in, made signs to him that they would accommodate 
him if he came where they sat. The good man bustled through the crowd accord- 
ingly ; but when he came to the seats to which he was invited, the jest was 10 sit 
close and expose him, as he stood, out of countenance, to the whole audience. The 
frolic went round all the Athenian benches. But on those occasions there were also 
particular places assigned for foreigners. When the good man skulked towards the 
boxes appointed for the Lacedemonians, that honest people, more virtuous than polite. 
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rose up all to a man, and with the greatest respect received him among them. The 
Athenians being suddenly touched with the sense of the Spartan virtue and their own 
degeneracy, gave a thunder of applause ; and the old man cried out, — The Athenians 
understand what is good, but the Lacedemonians practise it. 

Impudence. 

I take an impudent fellow to be a sort of outlaw in good breeding, and therefore 
what is said of him no nation or person can be concerned for. For this reason, one 
may be free upon him. I have put myself to great pains in considering this pre- 
vailing quality which we call impudence, and have taken notice that it exerts itself 
in a different manner, according to the different soils wherein such subjects of these 
dominions, as are masters of it, were bom. Impudence in an Englishman is sullen 
and insolent ; in a Scotchman, it is untractable and rapacious ; in an Irishman, 
absurd and dawning. As the course of the world now runs, the impudent English- 
nuin behaves like a surly landlord, the Scot like an ill-received guest, and the Irish- 
man like a stranger, who knows he is not welcome. There is seldom anything 
entertaining either in the impudence of a South or North Briton ; but that of an 
Irishman is always comic. A true and genuine impudence is ever the effect of 
ignorance without the least sense of it. The best and most successful Starers now 
in this town are of that nation ; they have usually the advantage of the stature 
mentioned in the above letter of my correspondent, and generally take their stands 
in the eye of women of fortune ; insomuch that I have known one of them, three 
months after he came from plough, with a tolerable good air lead out a woman from 
a play, which one of our own breed, after four years at Oxford and two at the 
Temple, would have been afraid to look at. 

We have hitherto said nothing of Jonathan Swift, yet he flows right 
across the present field of our vision, from William III. to George 11. 
His course is that of a fiery comet that dashes through the constellation 
of the wits of Anne, and falls in melancholy ashes long after the occul 
tation of the last of them. The friend and companion of them for a 
season, he pursues his flaming course with little real relation to their 
milder orbits, and is one of the most singular and most original figures 
that our history has produced. Swift was a bundle of paradoxes — a 
great churchman who has left not a trace on our ecclesiastical system, 
an ardent politician who was never more than a fly on the wheel. He 
is immortal on the one side on which he believed his genius ephemeral ; 
he survives solely, but splendidly, as a man of letters. His career was 
a failure : he began life as a gentleman's dependant, he quitted it ''like 
a poisoned rat in a hole"; with matchless energy and ambition, he won 
neither place nor power : and in the brief heyday of his influence with 
the Ministry, he who helped others was impotent to endow himself. 
Swift is the typical instance of the powerlessness of pure intellect to 
secure any but intellectual triumphs. But even the victories of his brain 
were tainted ; his genius left a taste of brass on his own palate. That 
Swift was ever happy, that his self-torturing nature was capable of con- 
tentment, is not certain ; that for a long period of years he was wretched 
beyond the lot of man is evident, and those have not sounded the depths 
of human misery who have not followed in their mysterious obscurity 
the movements of the character of Swift. 
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His will was too despotic to yield to his misfortunes; his pride sua- 
tained him, and in middle life a fund of restless animal spirits. We 
know but little of his early years, yet enough to see that the splcmiida 
bilis, the smva indignatto, which ill-health exacerbated, were his com- 
panions from the first. \Vc 
cannot begin to comprehend 
his literary work without re- 
cognising this. His weapon 
was ink, and he loved tu 
remember that gall and 
copperas went to the making 
of if. It was in that deadest 
period, at the very close 
of the seventeenth century, 
th;it his prodigious talent 
lir^t made itself apparent. 
With no apprenticeship in 
style, no relation of dis- 
cipteship to any previous 
P'rench ' or English writer, 
hilt steeped in the Latin 
classics, he produced, at the 
age of thirty, two of the most 
extraordinary masterpieces 
of humour and satire which 
were ever wiilten, the Tale 
,/ n Tub and the Battle of 
!li,- Hooks. It was not until 
livf or six years later that 
he gave them together, 
anonymously, to the press. 
Ill the Tat( of a Tub every 
cli.iiactenstic of Swift's style 
K ieve;iled — the mordant 
Wit, tlie vehement graceful 
ea-f, the stringent simpli- 
city. To the end of his 
days he never wrote better 
things than the description 
of the godde?is of Criticism drawn hy geese in a chariot, the dedication to 
Prince Prosperity with its splendid hilarity and irony, the doubly distilled 
allegorical apologue of the Spider and the Bee, In his poisonous attacks on 
the deists, in his gleams of sulky misanthropy, in the strange filthiness of his 
fancy, in the stranger exhilaration which seizes him whenever the idea of 

' 1 Ic may, it is Uuc. have seen llie Combat des Lh-rei of Callieres. 
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madness is introduced — in all these things Swift reveals his essential char- 
acter in this his first and perhaps greatest book. Although every one 
admired it, the Tale of a Tub was doubtless fatal to his ambition, thus 
wrecked at the outset on the reef of his ungovernable satire. The 
book, to be plain, is a long gibe at tiieology, and it is not surprising 
that no bishopric could ever 
be given to the inventor of 
the Brown Loaf and the 
Universal Pickle. He might 
explain away his mockery, 
declare it to have been 
employed in the Anglican 
cause, emphasise the denial 
that his aim was irreligious ; 
the damning evidence re- 
mained that when he had 
had the sacred garments 
in his hands he had torn 
away, like an infuriated ape, 
as much of the gold fringe 
as he could. The fact was 
that, without any design of 
impiety, he knew not how 
to be devout. He always, 
by instinct, saw the hoUow- 
ness and the seamy side. 
His enthusiasms were nega- 
tive, and his burning im- 
agination, even when he 
applied it to religion, re- 
vealed not heaven but hell 
to him. 

The power and vitahty 
of such a nature could not 
be concealed ; they drew 
every sincere intellect to- 
wards him. Already, in 
1705, Addison was hailing 
Swiit as " the most agree- 
able companion, the truest 

friend, and the greatest genius of the age." We take him up again in 
1711, when the slender volume of Miscellanies reminds us of what he had 
been as a writer from the age of thirty-five to forty-five. The contents 
of this strange book name for us the three caustic religious treatises, the 
first of Swift's powerful political tracts (the Sacramental Test), various other 
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waifs and rags from his culminating year, 1708, gibes and flouts of many 
kinds revealing the spirit of "a very positive young man," trifles in verse 
and prose lo amuse his friends the Whig Ministers or the ladies of Lord 
Berkeley's family. Nothing could be more occasional than all this ; nothing, 
at lirst sight, less imbued with intensity or serious feeling. Swift's ver\' 
compliments are impertinent, his arguments in favour of Christianity sub- 
versive. But under all this there is the passion of an isolated intellect, 
and he was giving it play in the frivolities of a compromising humour. 

The published writings of Swifl during the first forty-four years of 
his life were comprised in Iwo volumes of very moderate dimensions. 
But if ihe purely literary outcome of all this period had been exiguou?>, 
it was now to grow scantier still. At the very moment when the group 
of Anne wits, led by Pope and Addison, were entering with animation 
upon their best work, Swift, almost ostentatiously, withdrew to the sphere 
of atTairs, and for ten years refrained entirely from all but political 
authorship. His une.\ampled Journal to Stella, it is true, belongs to this 
time of obscuration, but it is hardly literature, though of the most in- 
tense and pathetic interest. Swift now stood "ten times better" with 
the new Tories than ever he did with the old Whigs, and his pungent 
pen poured forth lampoons and satirical projects. The influence of 
Swift's work of this period upon the style of successive English publicists 
is extremely curious ; he began a new order of political warfare, de- 
manding lighter arms and swifter manoeuvres than the seventeenth century 
had dreamed of. Even Halifax seems cold and slow beside the lightning 
changes of mood, the inexorable high spirits of Swift. That such a tract 
as the Sentiments of a Church of England Man, with its gusts of irnny, 
its white heat of preposterous moderation, led on towards Junius is 
obvious ; but Swift is really the creator of the whole school of eighteenth- 
century rhetorical diatribe on its better side, wherever it is not leaden 
and conventional. It may he said that he invented a vital polemical 
system, which was used through the remainder of the century by every 
one who dealt in that kind of literature, and who was at the same time 
strong enough to wield such thunderbolts. 

That no one, until the time of Burke, who had other ammunition of 
his own, could throw these bolts about with anything of Swift's fierce 
momentum, it is scarcely necessary to say- His velocity as an antagonist 
was extraordinary. He was troubled by no doubt of his own opinion, 
nor by any mercy for that of his enemy. He was the first Englishman 
to realise, in the very nest of optimism, that the public institutions of a 
society could be, a)id probably were, corrupt. In the generation of 
Shaftesbury this discovery was really a momentous one. Mandeville 
made it soon after, but to his squalid moral nature the shock was not 
so great as it was to Swift's. That most things were evil and odious in 
the best of all possible worlds was a revelation to Swift that exhilarated 
him almost to ecstasy. He could hardly believe it to be true, and 



SWIFT 



239 



trembled lest he should be forced to admit that, after all, Pope and 
Shaftesbury were sound in their optimism. But his sntiie probed the 
insufficiency of mankind in place after place, and there gradually rose 
in Swift, like an intoxication, a certainty of the viieness of the nice. 
When he was quite convinced, madness was close upon him, but in the 
interval he wrote that sinister and incomparable masterpiece, Gulliver's 
Travels, in which misanthropy reaches tlie pitch of a cardmal virtue, and 
the despicable race of man is grossly and finally huniilialed. 



s born at 7 Hoey's Court, Dublin, 
: poslbumoiis son of Jonnlhan Swift, 



Jonathan Swifl (1667-1745) v.- 
30th of November 1667. He was \\ 
son of Thomas Swift, vicar of tkiod- 
rich, nt-ar Ross, in Herefordshire, 
who had been, from January 1666 
to April 1667, Steward of the King's 
Inns in Dublin ; his mother had 
been Abigail Erick of Leicester ; thi.' 
family of the Swifts came from 
Yorkshire. As Swift was always 
anxious to insist, he was an English- 
man except for the accident which 
made him born an Irishman. " I 
was a year old before I left Ireland, 
and to my sorrow did not die before 
I came back to it." To claim him 
as a Milesian, therefore, requires 
courage. Swift's return to England 
was abrupt ; he was kidnapped over 
to Whitehaven by a nurse who 
could not l>ear to part with him. 
Mrs. Swift does not seem lo have 
been anxious about him, and hi- 
was perhaps at Whitehaven until, 
about 1671, she came over to her 
native town of Leicester, In 1673, 

at the age of six. Swift was sent to Kilkenny School, calk-d the Eton of Ireland, 
where, in process of lime, Congreve became his school -fellow. He stayed at Kilkenny 
until in April i68z he was entered at Trinity College, Dublin. But, so he tells us, 
"by the ill-treatment of his nearest relations, he was so discouraged and sunk in 
his spirits that he too much neglected his academic studies." In 1686 he was 
given a degree, but, "in a manner little lo his credit," spedali gratia. He continued 
on at Trinity College, but was guilty of repeated irregularities and cynical reckless- 
ness of conduct ; on his twenty-first birthday he was severely punished and suspended 
from his degrees. But this marked the close of his academic career; in company 
with hosts of others, he fled to England after the Revolution of 1688, where his 
mother received him at Leicester, He was presently offered a situation in (he family 
of Sir William Temple, who was a connection on the father's as well as on the 
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apparent means of income. After some disappointment, he accepted the post of 
chaplain to the Earl of Berkeley, who was just going over to Ireland ; he was 
under-secretary also, but immediately on reaching Dubhn he found himself 
dismissed from this post, and he resigned the chaplaincy as well. Early in 1700 
he was given a group of livings and a prebend, the total revenues of all of which 
were sufficient for a single man to live upon in Ireland. He now finally broke off 
all relations with Varina, and came into closer connection with Stella, who had 
arrived at Dublin "with full resolution 10 engage him." Swift's duties now called 
him chiefly to his living of Laracor, in Meath, where he improved the house and 
garden, and even kept a curate, although the congregation was so small that 
it was here, having no audience but the clerk, that he opened the SL'rvice with 
"Dearly beloved Rt^er, the Scripture moveth you and me." Five visits to 
London, covering in all some three years, broke 
up the monotony of Swift's Irish residence from 
1700 to 1710. In 1704 he published, in a .single 
anonymous volume, the Talt of a Tub, The Battle 
cf the Books, and some brief kindred treatises; 
and this introduced him to the London wits, of 
whom he was already intimately known to Con- 
greve. His friendship with Addison and Steele 
dates from 1705, and under this stimulus he wrote , 
Baucis and Philemon and the facetious Pariridg 
tracts {1708). He saw his friends advance i 
the world, however, while he himself remained 
what he scornfully called a " hedge-parsur 
Already, since 1701, Swift had dabbled 
politics, and had privately published, in tl 
Whig interest, his brilliant Discourse on t 
Dissensions in Athens and Rome. After 171 
he found himself too high a churchman 
applaud \Vhig measures without reserve. It was probably the uncertain note 
which he sounded in such tracts as the Project for the Advancement of Religion, 
which stood in the way of his promotion ; years passed and Swift got nothing, 
although in 1708 the bishopric of Waterford seemed wilhin his reach. In 1709, 
after the failure of his negotiations to secure Queen Anne's Bounty for the Irish 
Church, Swift abandoned the Whigs altogether, and returned to Laracor to sulk. 
He stayed a year and a half " in one scurvy acre of ground," until the Whigs were 
turned out of office in August 1710. Swift hastened to London as soon as the 
news reached him, and he received civil attentions from the leaders of both parties. 
He was presented, "as a discontented person, who was ill-used for not being W'hig 
enough," to the Tory leader, Hariey, and was welcomed with flattering effusion. 
The Journal to Stella now begins, and for thirty months keeps us closely informed 
as to Swift's movements. Swift found himself "ten times better with the new people 
than he ever was with the old, and forty times more caressed." He began to write with 
vehement and effective wit in the Tory Examiner. His tract on the Conduct of tie 
Allies may plausibly be conceived as having brought about the fall of Marlborough, 
and early in 1713 Swifl was at the height of his political and personal prestige, 
vol. til. g 
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He used it with generous pertinacity for the advantage of his personal friends, and 
especially of men of letters; for himself he could do nothing. At last, in April 
•7 '3. Swift was appointed to be Dean of St. Patrick's; he saw he should gel 
nothing bciti:r, and three months later, in great depression of spirits, he left for 
t . A „ Ml Dublin. The Tories 

a C U-^XtM. M^ (V t\fiV^ ^ Ur'flS^-fi^ wanted his pen, and 

Ij It* Ii- cyu* ^Jra* ,<^»V '^-"y , May ,7,4 he a,. 

\ yl***'^/ C*5 ^ U*J^ ^Ci/v U {pri^ky h /i^'j ^^^ quarrel betwL-en 



iKt ii^tyy^^* '^', — " — ' * Oxford) and SL John 

I rt-Mui c^ijY^i^i^- "''1 If'^ IfiM- ^•^1 'ff '""'"' '° *" ''°"'' 



1', Lify^fC u/ou ^a* ^\^^c(c cuec ^M* ^^^^^^ _^ ^^ 

"'m^Su^'lJi Jo. ^0 C^(^ ^^/ ^«*^ Swift refused to join 

■ '« ' ' * ^ tf ( fl . _ . jUj' Bolingbroke, nor vans 

there much oppot^ 
I tunily for doing 



broke) to be hope- 
less, he withdrew to 
a rectorj' in Berk- 
shire, and wrote his 
brilliant pamphltt, 
J^ree Thoughts uprn 
the Preiffil StaU of 
Affain. But when 
Oxford fell in July, 



J I'.Jl^^ o*^ ^^^ i**jl^ ^*^V ^ l/*"'"^: •f died and the Tories 

H<» oJ (** 1^ ^^^' , / Hi, ( '"=''■ S»'ft, "likea 

( i.,>A /«* (. wy |J3 (i ••»« t^ "y ^'*'^ ?^ man knocked down," 

IMOrt CMMMi^t^u.) ^'4*^ **^ ^ V^^ y^ ht& hastened to Dub- 

«, vlt C^>t^ UuTi K4 &^7l*<V W P«" «»• Here, for some 

a > /^--fa.-M w^ <f«s,%- «yA^ rj;,'r,i,:; 

&,< J f*;-* ■*■ S;* '^ /••■l~". J 'J li> t^ he says, "are de- 

»*>y«:,^ Tu I A'li/A^ ;Ui . r. aTh'hTshorind »: 

Facsimile Page from Swift's Private Diary deavouring to reduce 

my rebellious choir." 
He had pushed now to intimacy an acquaintance with Miss Hester Vanhomrigh, 
"Vanessa," whom he had slightly known since r7o8; the longest of Swift's poems, 
the Cadtnus \Deeanui\ and Vanessa, probably written in 1714, tells the story of 
this unfortunate relationship. But on reaching Dublin, the influence of Stella 
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immediately began to supplant that of Vanessa, atihough the latter followed Swift 
to Ireland. But he began a. strange, indeed a perfectly inexplicable, double 
subterranean life between these two unhappy women. There was a legend, uncon- 
firmed but undented, that in 1716 he secretly married Stella; in 1713 Vanessa 
wrote to Stella to ask if this was true, and Swift, possessing himself of the letter, 
rode at once to Celbridge, where Vanessa lived, flunR the letter on the table without 

a word, and rode away. Very 
shortly afterwards Vanessa, who 
never recovered from the shock, 
I died. Stella lived on until 
January 1718. In an envelope 
Swift preser\-ed a lock of her 
hair, writing outside "Only a 
Wood'a Ha'pence woman's hair." All this busi- 

ness about \'arina, Stella, and 
Vanessa is wholly mysterious ; we know no more than what Archbishop King is 
said to have told Dclany, that Swift "was the most unhappy man on earth, but on 
the subject of his wretchedness you must never ask a question." As early as 1717 
he said to Young, " I shall die at the top," and he seems to have been always 
haunted by the fear of dying insane. To return to his public life. Swift was for 
six years silent both as an author and as a politician. In 1720 he published his 
earliest Irish pamphlet, an appeal to the people to consume none but Irish manu- 
factures. This tract made a stir, but a far greater commotion was caused in 17*4 
by the publication of T/u DrapUr's Letters, appealing with sarcastic vehemence 
against the proposed copper coinage of William Wood, a bankrupt hardwaresman ; 
these are the most brilliant of Swift's polemical writings. ^Valpole sent Carteret 
over to Dublin to make a compromise and to punish the anonymous Drapier. Swift 
went to Carteret's levee, and mocked him for i)ersecuting a poor tradesman ; his own 
pseudonymity was preserved, Carteret failed, and 
the coinage of Wood was presented by the Grand 
Jury as a nuisance. This was the most brilUanlly 
successful of Swift's political actions. He became 
the idol of Ireland, and when Walpole proposed 
to arrest him, he was told that a guard of 10,000 
men would be needful to get him safe out of tlie 
country. Swift was now already sketching the 
most famous of his books, but it was not until 
late in 1726 that Gullivers Travels was ready for 
the press ; it was published under the pseudonym 
of Captain Lemuel Gulliver, and as if edited by 
"Richard Sympson," Lemuel's cousin. After the death of Stella, Swift's cynicism 
became more pronounced. To 1779 belongs The Modest Proposal, that the children 
of poor people in Ireland should be prevented from l)cing a burden to their parents or 
country by being served up as food. In 1731 he wrote his amazing poem On the 
Death of Dr. Swift. In these and similar writings, in prose and verse, we see "the 
corruptions and villanies of men" eating into Swift's flesh and exhausting his spirit. 
He breathed in a dry furnace of irony and anger. In 1736 and 1737 he paid two short 
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visits to England, and saw Pope for the last time. !n 1 728, after Stella died, he went 
to Market Hill, and was the guest of Sir Arthur Achcson for nearly a year, glad lo 
escape from that " wretched, dirty dog-hole and prison," as he called Dublin. The 
finest of his poems. On Poetry, a Rhapsody, belongs to 1733, and many of the 



sardonic bagalellcs of these late years of his life hi 



been preserved- He was 
extremely unhappy, and at- 
tempted more and more to 
escape by sheer nonsense 
from the bondage of his in- 
tolerable depression of spirits. 
The latest of his important 
works show, in astonishing 
combination, an inanity of 
theme with unflagging splen- 
dour of wit and intellectual 
movement ; these are TAe 
Polite Conversation and Di- 
reettons for Servants, strangest 
monuments of a genius already 
m decay. These appear to 
\^\\& been finished in 1738, 
ind after this he grew to bo 
hul the shadow of himself. 
His intellect steadily declined, 
ind after 1740 was almost 
M hollv echpsed He suffered 
ironi deep dejection and occa- 
n nally from violent insanity, 
1 ut as a rule hi. enjoyed the 
[amlessness of torpor." He 
died afttr a lon(, succession 
cf com uls ions, on the iglh* 
( t October 174c and was 
1 uiitd in bt Patricks, where 
an qiiiaph still icUs us that his 
graNe is a place Mhere cruel 
indignation has no longer 
power to lacerate the heart His character person and writings have ever since 
been the objects of a curiosity which shows no signs of bting either satislied or 
exhausted. 

From "A Tale of a Tub." 
I am now trying an experimenl very frequent among modern authors, which is to 
write upon nothing ; when the subject is utterly exhausted, to let the pen still move 
on: by some called the ghost of wit, delighting to walk after the death of its body. 
And to say the truth, there seems to be no part of knowledge in fewer hands than that 
of discerning when to have done. By the lime that an author has written out a book 
he and his readers are become old acquaintance, and grow very loth to part ; so that 
I have sometimes known it to be in writing as in visiting, where the ceremony of taking 
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leave has employed more time than the whole conversation before. The conclusion 
of a treatise resembles the conclusion of human life, which has sometimes been com- 
pared to the end of a feast, where few are satisfied to depart, ut plenus vita coftviva; 
for men will sit down after the fullest meal, though it be only to doze or to sleep out 
the rest of the day. But in this latter I differ extremely from other writers ; and shall 
be too proud if, by all my labours, I can have anyways contributed to the repose of 
mankind in times so turbulent and 
unquiet as these. Neither do I 
think such an employment so very 
alien from the office of a wit as some 
would suppose. For among a very 
polite nation in Greece, there were 
the same temples built and conse- 
crated to Sleep and the Muses ; 
between which two deities they be- 
lieved the strictest friendship was 
established. 
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By LEMUEL GULLIVER, 

Firft a Surgeon, and then a Cap- 
tain of fcvcral SHIPS. 



From "The Battle of 
THE Books." 

I am glad, answered the bee, to 
hear you grant at least that I am 
come honestly by my wings and my 
voice ; for then, it seems, I am 
obliged to Heaven alone for my 
flights and my music ; and Provi- 
dence would never have bestowed 
on me two such gifts, without de- 
signing them for the noblest ends. 
I visit indeed all the flowers and 
blossoms of the field and garden ; 
but whatever I collect thence en- 
riches myself, without the least 
injury to their beauty, their smell, 
or their taste. Now, for you and 
your skill in architecture and other 
mathematics, I have little to say : 
in that building of yours there might, 
for aught I know, have been labour 
and method enough ; but, by woeful 
experience for us both, it is too plain 
the materials are naught ; and I 
hope you will henceforth take warn- 
ing, and consider duration and 
matter, as well as method and art 
You boast indeed of being obliged 
to no other creature, but of drawing ' 

and spinning out all from yourself; Title-page of First Edition of "Gulliver's Travels" 
that is to say, if we may judge of 

the liquor in the vessel by what issues out, you possess a good plentiful store of dirt and 
poison in your breast ; and, though I would by no means lessen or disparage your genuine 
stock of either, yet I doubt you are somewhat obliged, for an increase of both, to a little 
foreign assistance. Your inherent portion of dirt does not fail of acquisitions, by sweepings 
exhaled from below ; and one insect furnishes you with a share of poison to destroy 
another. So that, in short, the question comes all to this ; whether is the nobler being 
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, of the two, that wbich, by a laxy cnntcmplat 
ing pride, feeding and engendering on itself, I 
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ducing nothing at all but flybane and a cobweb ; or that which, by a universal range, 
with long search, much study, true judgment, and distinction of things, brings home 
honey and wax. 



SWIFT 247 

Essay on a Broomstick. 

This single stick, which you now behold ingloriously lying in that neglected comer, 
I once knew in a flourishing state in a forest : it was full of sap, full of leaves, and full 
of boughs ; but now, in vain does the busy art of man pretend to vie with nature, by 
tying that withered bundle of twigs to its sapless trunk : it is now, at best, but the 
reverse of what it was, a tree turned upside down, the branches on the earth, and the 
root in the air ; it is now handled by every dirty wench, condemned to do her drudgery, 
and, by a capricious kind of fate, destined to make other things clean, and be nasty 
itself: at length, worn to the stumps in the service of the maids, it is either thrown out 
of doors, or condemned to the last use, of kindling a fire. When I beheld this I sighed, 
and said within myself, Surely man is a brootnstick ! Nature sent him into the world 
strong and lusty, in a thriving condition, wearing his own hair on his head, the proper 
branches of this reasoning vegetable, until the axe of intemperance has lopped off his 
green boughs, and left him a withered trunk : he then flies to art, and puts on a periwig, 
valuing himself upon an unnatural bundle of hairs (all covered with powder), that never 
grew on his head ; but now, should this our broomstick pretend to enter the scene, 
proud of those birchen spoils it never bore, and all covered with dust, though the sweep- 
ings of the finest lady's chamber, we should be apt to ridicule and despise its vanity. 
Partial judges that we are of our own excellences and other men's defaults ! 

But a broomstick, perhaps you will say, is an emblem of a tree standing on its head ; 
and pray what is man, but a topsy-turvy creature, his animal faculties perpetually 
mounted on his rational, his head where his heels should be, grovelling on the earth ! 
and yet, with all his faults, he sets up to be a universal reformer and corrector of abuses, 
a remover of grievances, rakes into every slut's corner of nature, bringing hidden cor- 
ruption to the light, and raises a mighty dust where there was none before ; sharing 
deeply all the while in the very same pollutions he pretends to sweep away ; his last 
days are spent in slavery to women, and generally the least deserving ; till, worn out to 
the stumps, like his brother besom, he is cither kicked out of doors, or made use of to 
kindle flames for others to warm themselves by. 

Conversation. 

Raillery is the finest part of conversation ; but, as it is our usual custom to counter- 
feit and adulterate whatever is too dear for us, so we have done with this, and turned 
it all into what is generally called repartee, or being smart, just as when an expensive 
fashion comes up, those who are not able to reach it content themselves with some 
paltry imitation. It now passes for raillery to run a man down in discourse, to put 
him out of countenance, and make him ridiculous ; sometimes to expose the defects of 
his person or understanding ; on all which occasions, he is obliged not to be angry, to 
avoid the imputation of not being able to take a jest. It is admirable to observe one 
who is dexterous at this art, singling out a weak adversar>', getting the laugh on his 
side, and then carrying all before him. The French, from whence we borrow the word, 
have a quite different idea of the thing, and so had we in the politer age of our fathers. 
Raillery was to say something that at first appeared a reproach or reflection, but, by 
some turn of wit, unexpected and surprising, ended always in a compliment, and to the 
advantage of the person it was addressed to. And surely one of the best rules in con- 
versation is, never to say a thing which any of the company can reasonably wish we 
had rather left unsaid : nor can there anything be well more contrary to the ends for 
which people meet together, than to part unsatisfied with each other or themselves. 

Swift declared that if the world had contained a dozen Arbuthnots 
Gullivers Travels should have been burned. The charming physician was 
not only one of the very few persons whom Swift respected, but of his 
own generation the first to come completely under his literary influence. 



If we take the lash out of the style of Swift, we have that of JOHN 
Arbuthnot, who can often hardly be distinguished from his friend and 
master. Without personal ambition of any kind, no vanity deferred 
Arbulhnot from frankly adopting, as closely as he could, the manner of 
the man whom he admired the most. As he was a perfectly sane and 
normal person, with plenty of wit and accomplishment, and without a 
touch of misanthropy, Arbuthnot served to popularise and to bring into 
general circulation the peculiar characteristics of Swift, and lo reconcile 
him with his contemporaries. 



John Arbuthnot (1667- 
Kincardincshire ; his father wa; 



John Arbuthnot 



73S) *"3s bom in April 1 667, at Arbuthnot, in 
a clergyman of tht- Episcopal Church, He was 
L-ducated at Aberdeen, prubably 
in Marischal College. Al the 
Re%'olution, his father lost his 
preferment, and the family was 
broken up. Arbuthnot took his 
degree of bachelor of physic .it 
St. Andrews, and rame in 1 69 1 
to London. There he is said 
lo have lodged with a wooUtn- 
drajjer, and to have taught 
mathematics for a living. In tile 
autumn of 1694 he went, as a 
fei low-commoner, lo University 
College, Oxford, where he stayed 
two years, but took his degree of 
M.D. in 1696, at St. Andrews. 
At Oxford hf acted as priv.ite 
tutor to Edward Jeffreys, eldest 
son of Jeffrey Jeffreys, afterwards 
Sir Jeffrey; without some support 
of this kind he would have been 
tijo poor to go to Oxford. All 
A rbuthnot's early publications 
wdre on mathematical subjects, 
and ho seems to have been but 
I'ery slowly successful as a physi- 
cian. He was so fortunate, how- 
ever, as to be suddenly called in to attend Prince George of Denmark in a serious 
illness, and to treat him successfully. In consequence, Arbuthnot was, in October 
1705, appointed Physician Extraordinary to Queen Anne, and he now rose steadily 
in emoluments and scientific reputation. About 1710 he began to move in the little 
circle of wits which moved around Pope, Gay, and Swift, and something in Arbuthnot's 
temper and character particularly recommended him to the last-mentioned. Hitherto 
Arbuthnot had been looked somewhat askance upon by the leaders of his own 
profession, but having in 1709 been made Physician in Ordinary to the Queen, he 
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was elected Fellow of the College of Physicians in 1 7 1 o. It was in 1 7 1 2 that, urged 
by Swift, Arbuthnot published the two anonymous tracts on which his fame as a 
.satirical writer is mainly founded, Law is a Bottomless Pity and John Bull in his 
Senses, These, with other treatises of the same year, were reprinted together as The 
History of John Bull^ long attributed to Swift. Arbuthnot never admitted that the 
authorship was his, and we should still be in doubt, had not Swift happened to 
make an explicit statement on the subject when writing to Stella. To 1712 also 
belongs the Pseudologia Politike^ or Art of Political Lying. Arbuthnot was one of 
the original members of the Scriblerus Club, and he was busily engaged on the 
Memoirs of Martinus Scriblerus when Queen Anne died. This event was a 
severe blow to Arbuthnot, and he went to Paris, in the hope, it would appear, 
of becoming physician to the young French king. In this he was disappointed, 
and reappeared in London, where he took a house in Dover Street, St. James's, 
and devoted himself to private practice. In 1717 he joined Pope and Gay in 
writing the comedy 9f Three Hours after Marriage. He went to France again 
in 1 7 18. In 1727 he was appointed HarveiaH Orator. Arbuthnot suffered from 
chronic asthma, which gave him more and more persistent discomfort, and 
towards the end of his life he gave particular attention to the causes and the 
mitigation of this disease. In 1732 was printed, in the Gentleman's Magazine^ his 
sardonic epitaph on Colonel Charteris ; this brilliant piece of invective, which was 
hugely admired, was said to " shine like the moon among the lesser fires " of wit in 
the age of Anne. In the hope of obtaining relief from his asthma and dropsy, 
Arbuthnot retired in 1734 to Hampstead, where he suffered so much that, in reply 
to an affectionate letter from Pope, he declared " the kindest wish of my friends is a 
■euthanasia." He was taken back, for greater comfort, to his house in Cork Street, 
Burlington Gardens, where he died on the 27th of February 1735, ^"^ ^^'^^ buried 
in St. James's Church, Piccadilly. The writings of Arbuthnot were cast forth so 
carelessly, and, with unimportant exceptions, with so little indication of author- 
ship, that he is perhaps of all eminent English writers the one about whose 
-bibliography the greatest obscurity prevails. 

England and Scotland. 

John [Bull] had a sister, a poor girl that had been starved at nurse ; anybody 
would have guessed Miss to have been bred up under the influence of a cruel step- dame, 
and John to be the fondling of a tender mother. John looked ruddy and plump, with 
a pair of cheeks like a trumpeter ; Miss looked pale and wan, as if she had the 
green-sickness ; and no wonder, for John was the darling, he had all the good bits, 
was crammed with good pullet, chicken, pig, goose and capon ; while Miss had only 
a little oatmeal and water, or a dry crust without butter. John had his golden 
pippins, peaches and nectarines ; poor Miss a crab-apple, sloe, or a blackberry. Master 
lay in the best apartment, with his bed-chamber toward the south sun. Miss lodged 
in a garret exposed to the north wind, which shrivelled her countenance ; however, 
this usage, tho' it stunted the girl in her growth, gave her a hardy constitution ; she 
had life and spirit in abundance, and knew when she was ill-used : now and then 
she would seize upon John's commons, snatch a leg of a pullet, or a bit of good beef, 
for which they were sure to go to fisticuffs. Master was indeed too strong for her, 
but Miss would not yield in the least point, but even when Master got her down, 
she would scratch and bite like a tiger ; when he gave her a cuff on the ear, she 
would prick him with her knitting-needle. 



1 ; 



!i \<.\VV l<] 



1 « 



. , . ■ , 



■ - ■ « d I 



I ' »,■■.•• l' 

• -: i; !.■ : i •.■• 

.A ■ ' ■ ■ - . - 

• ■ ' • ■ ^ 

: i', : .■ .\- r. .: 



./•J'' ,'■■■» . 
if*;' ;; ^| 



■; :-. ,1 .• . .. 



:^ ■ *•. r;. -. 





SI'ECIMKK i)l.- KNGLIS 



250 HISTORY OF ENGLISH LITERATURE 

Swift would have been well content to be named with Arbuthnot, 
but to find Mandeville's works bracketed with his own would have given 
him a paroxysm of indignation. Yet they were really so closely allied 
in some essentials of thought that it is natural to regard them together. 
Beknard de Mandeville was a misanthropical Dutch doctor settled in 
London, who attacked the optimism of Shaftesbury in a coarse but highly 
effective and readable volume called The Fable of the Bees. For twenty 
years afler this he was a pariah of the English press, writing odious, 
vulgar, extremely intelligent books, in which he extended his paradoxical 
thesis that private vices are public benefits. Mandeville was a daring 
thinker, who permitted no traditional prejudice, no habit of decency, to 
interfere with the progression of his ideas. He was by far the ablest of 
the English deists, and though all the respectability of his time drew 
away from him, and, like the Grand Jury of Middlesex, voted him a public 
nuisance, he was not without his very distinct influence on the progress 
of English literature. He was an emancipator of thought, a rude and 
contemptuous critic of the conventions. In himself base and ugly — for 
all his writings reveal a gross individuality — the brute courage of Mande- 
ville helped English speculation to slip from its fetters. His style is 
without elegance, but, what is strange in a foreigner, of a remarkable 
homeliness and picturesque vigour. 

p^dt -Bernard de Mandeville (i669?-i733) was the son of a Dutch doctor, 

!*^ . Michael de Mandeville, and was bom at Dortrecht, as is supposed, in 1669. 
His father was a successful practitioner in Rotterdam, and Bernard was educated 
there; he left the Erasmus School for the University in the autumn of 16S5. 
He look his degree as a physician at Leyden in 1691, W'c hear nothing more of 
him for fourteen years, when he appears in London, writing English with complete 
fluency, and publishing a poem, T/ie Grumbling Hive, in which the nucleus of 
Mandevillf's philosopiiy is already discovered. He must havo come over to 
London to make his fortune, and he received a pension from certain Dutch 
merchants, probably in the spirit trade, for he is said to have been "hired by the 
distillers." \Vith these obscure dealings in the liquor business he combined the 
practice of a doctor, but never achieved much success. In 1714 he republished 
his poem, with a very full commentary, called An Inquiry into the Origin of 
Moral Virtue, and notes; and styled the whole thing The Fabte of the Bees; or 
Private Vices Fublie Benefits. Little notice was taken, until, in 1723, what was. 
practically a third edition appeared, much enlarged, with an essay on charity 
schools. The public now woke up to the insidious attacks of the Dutch doctor, 
and to his cynical system of utilitarian immorality. The Grand Jury of Middlesex 
presented the book as a nuisance, and it was attacked in the press and the pulpit 
The Fable of the Bees enjoyed the compliment of refutation on all sides, and 
among those who devoted serious pains to the composition of replies were no 
less persons than Berkeley, Hutcheson, Law, and Dennis. Mandeville, in the 
zeal of disputation, said that he would destroy his book if it were proved to be 
immoral, and there was circulated a story to the effect that he did solemnly bum 
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it on a bonfire before Sl James's Palace in 172S. He denied this tale with 
indignation, and The Fable of the Bees^ in spite of (or on account of) the count- 
less attacks which were made against it, was steadily reprinted for half a century. 
The heresies of Mandeville were plausible, and were put forward in a bold, 
attractive fonn. He believed that extra\-agant pri\'ate expenditure led to pri\-ate 
wealth, and that the spendthrift was a benefactor. He thought that the " pri\'ate 
vices'' of mankind, the indulgence of e\il desires, was of general advantage to 
the world, ^\^lether in arguing that virtue was a mere fallacy, and that human 
nature was hopelessly and radically bad, 
Mandeville was partly serious, or was wholly 
enjoying the jest of mocking at the optimism 
of Shaftesbury, is uncertain. He was cenainly 
a coarse, clear-eyed person, of great acumen 
and no delicac>% who saw, faintly and imj»er- 
fectly, many of the discoveries of later science, 
which were not dreamed of by his coniemjx> 
raries. It is remarkable that while all decent 
people still affected to be shocked by the 
immoral paradoxes of Mandeville, Dr. Johnson 
had the candour to admit that The Fabie of 
the Bees had *' opened his >-iews into real life 
very much." Johnson also admired a medical 
treatise of Mande\nlle*s on h\-pochondria, which 
appeared first in 17 11, and was often reprinted. 
In 1725 the Dutch doctor published an Inquiry 
into the Causes of the Frequent Fxecutions in 
Tyburn^ a vcr\' picturesque volume, the best 
written of his works. Some of the books he 
published were of a class which gave his 
enemies juster occasion for scandal than The 
Fable of the Bees^ but he was left imtroubled. 
Franklin, when he came to England in 1724, 
found Mande\-ille the " soul " of a tavern club, 
and describes him as " a most entertaining, 
facetious companion." Lx)rd Macclesfield enjoyed his conversation, which was ap- 
parently of the same paradoxical character as his writings. Why Mandeville came 
to England, and how he learned to write English with such perfect master}-, will 
probably never be known. No portrait of him is supposed to exist. 
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If the great ones of the clerg\', as well as the laity, of any countr>* whate\*er 
had no value for earthly pleasures, and did not endeavour to gratify their appetites, 
why are envy and revenge so raging among them, and all the other passions improved 
and refined upon in courts of princes more than anywhere else : and why are their 
repasts, their recreations, and whole manner of living, always such as are approved 
of, coveted, and imitated by the most sensual people of the same countr>*? If de- 
spising all visible decorations, they were only in love with the embellishments of 
the mind, why should they borrow so many of the implements, and make use of the 
most darling toys, of the luxurious ? Why should a lord treasurer, or a bishop, or 
even a Grand Signior, or the Pope of Rome, to be good and virtuous, and endeavour 



the conquest of his passians, have occasion for greater revenues, richer furniture, or 
a more numerous attendance as to personal senice, than a private man? What 
virtue is it the exercise of which requires so much pomp and superfiuitj- as are to be 
seen by a!l men in power ? A man has as much opponunily to practise temperance 
ihal has but one dish at a meal, as he that is conslantiy served wiih three courses 
and a doien dishes in each. One may exercise as much patience and be as full of 
self-denial on a few flocks, without curla.ins or tester, as in a velvet bed that is 
sixteen foot high. The virtuous possessions of the mind are neither charge nor 
burden : a man may bear misfortunes wiih fortitude in a garret, forgive injuries 
afoot, and be cliaste, though he has not a shirl lo his back ; and therefore I shall 
never believe but that an irdiffereni skulker, if he was entrusted wlh it, might carry 
all the learning and religion that one man can contain, as well as a barge with six 
oars, especially if it was but to cross from Lanibclh to Westminster; or that humility 
is so ponderous a virtue that it requires six horses to draw it. 

Another writer who was kept outside the siicred rinjj of the Anne wits 
I was Damel Defoe, who comes in certain aspects close to Mandeville, 

u. f^TB^m ii~>i ''"* '^''^ '^ ^^'^ wider ratige 

I ^fl^ffiSIBJi^nk ^"^ variety. Several dis- 

^^^^^ ^^ESm^^^^vB^ sitnibr writers are coin- 

^^^^L '^B^vHB^^^bIk^ billed in Defoe, with 

^^^^H S^EmV^^^^^^Ik '^"^ ^ pedcs- 

^^^^H ^^ '- 1' . .HfiffiHr ^^BK. triaii and coiutnon-placc 

^HLiok JB^^K^ ^—^ .^m^^Kml character. He was in his 

earlier years the very type 
of what was called " a hack- 
ney author," that is to say, 
a man of more skill than 
principle, who let out his 
pen for hire, ready at his 
best to support the Minis- 
try with a pamphlet, at his 
wL>rst to copy documents 
iiir stationers or lawyers. 
In these multifarious exer- 
cises Defoe was as copious 
as any journalist of our own 
time, and for a quarter of 
a century had a very large 
share hi the miscellaneous 
writing of the day. The literary character which these humdrum produc- 
tions illustrate seems to have been far from fascinating. All that we can 
praise in this Defoe of the pamphlets and journals is industry and a sort 
of lucid versatility. He was a factor in the vulgarisation of English, and 
he helped, in no small measure, to create a correct, easy, not ungraceful 
style for common use in the eighteenth century. 

But as he approached the age of sixty, Defoe suddenly appeared in a 
new light, as the inaugurator of a new school of English prose fiction. 
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In 1719 he published the immortal romance of Robinson Crusoe. Every- 
thing which had been written earher than this in the form of an Enghsh 
novel faded at once into insignificance before the admirable sincerity 
and reality of this relation. It is difficult to conjecture what it was that 
suggested to the veteran drudge this extraordinary departure, so perfectly 

fresh, spirited, and novel. 

The idea of the European 
sailor marooned on an oceanic 
island had been used in 1713 
by Marivaux in his novel of 
Les Effets Surprenants, but 
there is no further similarity 
of treatment. In his later 
picaresque romances Defoe 
is manifestly influenced by 
Le Sage, but Robinson Crusoe 
can scarcely be traced to 
French or Spanish models. 
It was an invention, a great, 
unexpected stroke of British 
genius, and it was immedi- 
ately hailed as such by the 
rest of Europe. It was one 
of the first English books 
which was widely imitated on 
the Continent, and it gave 
direction and impetus to the 
new romantico-realistic con- 
ception of fiction all over the 
world. The French, indeed, 
followed Defoe more directly 
than the English themselves, 
and his most obvious disciples 
are Provost, Rousseau, and 
Bernardin de Saint-Pierre. It 
was in his £.miU, where he 
prefers Defoe as an educator 
to Aristotle, Pliny, or BufTon, 
that Rousseau finally drew the full admiration of Europe upon Robinson , 
Crusoe. In England, however, the bourgeois romances of Defoe long 
remained without influence and w ihout prestige, widely read indeed, but 
almost furtively, as vulgar literature fit for the kitchen and the shop. 

Daniel Foe, who called himself in later life Defoe (1661-1731), was the son 
of a Northamptonshire butcher, of the name of Foe, settled at the time of the writer's. 
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birth, in Si. Giles', Cripplegate. The bulcher was a dissenter, and intended his 
son for ihL- ministry; he seems lo have been at a Nonconformist training college 
on Newinglon Green from 1675 to 1680. He gave up the idea of becoming a 
minister, but his career is vague to us until 1685, when we find him engaged in 
the wholesale hosiery business in a conn leading out of Cornhill. He went abroad 
occasionally, sometimes certainly lo Spain] but his trade failed, and in 1692, being 
banlcrupl, he had to fly his creditors. About this time he seems lo have published 
the earliest of his innumerable pamphlets. We hear of him at Brislol, where he 
was called "The Sunday Gentleman," because he dared not face the bailiffs on 
* week-days; and the next thing is that, for no apparent reason, he is appointed, in 
1694, Accounlant to the Glass Commissioners. This enabled him, perhaps, lo pay 
his debts, and he slarled a factory for bricks and pantiles at Tilbury, which for a 
while was highly successful. Defoe now kept a coach and a private yacht. His post 
under Government was probably a mere decoy for the work of a mercenary jour- 
nalist, and we find Defoe 
beginning to use his active 
pen in the King's sen-ice. 
It was probably under direc- 
tion from the court that 
he now separated from the 
Nonconformists in his Oioi- 
sional Conformity of 1698. 
In the year 1701 he first 
adopted the surname Defoe, 
d engaged with fervour 
a national, royal, and Pro- 
■ lesiant propaganda. His 
first great popular success 
was with the rough and 
daring satire in verse, T/u 
True-Born Englishman, in 
which he hammered into his 
countrymen some hard facts. This "poem " sold to the amount of 80,000 copies, and 
Defoe was presented to the King, He was now, at the age of forty, a famous man, or 
at least a very popular one, but the death of William HI. in 1 702 was unfortunate for 
, him. He wrote recklessly and v^uely, in prose and verse, and at last he scandal- 
ised all parties by his grotesque and ironical Shortest Way ivilh the Dissenters (\io^. 
Defoe fled, but presently determined to surrender ; he was found guilty of sedi- 
tious libel, and had his famous experience of the pillory. Pope, however, was not 
warranted in saying that Defoe stood "earless" or " unabashed," and the populace 
flung posies of flowers about him and drank enthusiastically in his honour at the 
foot of the pillory. He was taken to Newgate Prison, where he lay until the follow- 
ing summer, when he was released to be used for secret service by the Government. 
While he was imprisoned, he wrote as usual incessantly, and published a very 
remarkable newspaper, the Review, of which he wrote the whole himself; under 
several forms, this influential periodical continued to appear until 17 15, all the 
time supporting whatever Ministry "Her Majesty was pleased to employ." All 
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the central portion of Defoe's life has little relation to literature, and is so exces 
sively obscure that there was no thread to guide the investigator through it, until 
Mr. William Lee published the result of his exhaustive researches in 1869 It is 
now known that Defoe did not withdraw from journalism in 1715 as was long 
supposed, but continued to edit and contribute to newspapers until 1726 In many 
ways Defoe may justly be 
considered as the founder of 
modem journalism, in its good 
as well as in its bad features. 
In the course of catering for IE 
his newspapers, Defoe inter 
viewed with impartiality a sur- 
prising variety of persons, and 
became familiar with their 
modes of life and language; 
he thus prepared himself for 
his later and far more import- 
ant work as an author. As 
early as 1706, in The Appart 
Hon of Mrs. Veal, he wove 
reality into a kind of natural 
istic fiction. But his boldest 
and more original work in this 
line was not begun until he 
was approaching his sixtieth 
year. In 1719 Defoe pub 
lished his celebrated romance 
of Kobinson Crusoe, the first 
of its class in English hterature 
This was founded on a report 
of the adventures of a certain 
Alexander Selkirk (or Selcraig), 
who had been marooned on 
Juan Fernandez, The instant 
success of this wonderful book 
revealed to Defoe the fact 
that he had struck, as by 
accident, on a rich lode of gold. Perhaps he had already com|>osed other stories 
of this kind, for the almost simultaneous appearance of three such long novels as 
Mr. Duncan CampbtU, Captain Singleton, and (perhaps) Memoirs of a Cavalier, all 
printed in 1710, is hardly to be accounted for except on the theorj' that the MSS. 
of them were already partly in existence when Kobinson Crusoe became famous. 
These novels of Defoe's old age continued to appear with startling rapidity ; 
before the end of 1722, Moll Flanders, The Plague Year, and Colonel Jack were 
added to the list. Roxana, the latest of his important romances, belongs to 172^. 
An innate vulgarity curiously characteristic, for all its genius, of the mind of Defoe, 
appears unabashed in his doubtless ironical Complete English Tradesman of 1725-7, 
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which had a very considerable influence on its multitude of readers, but t!ie bent of 
which, as Charles Lamb has justly said, is "to narrow and to degrade the hean." 
The composition of all these books was very lucrative, and Defoe retired to Newing- 
ton, then a niral village, and built himself there a handsome house. Here be culti- 
vated a large garden, wrote 



and studied, and enjoyed the 
society of " three lovely 
daughters He had two 
sons, who were not quite 
satisfactor) The second of 
these aoni si^ems to have 
Iwrne some part m ihe pain- 
ful exposure of Defoe, which 
occurred m 1716, when his 
connection with the Govern- 
ment, which had been kept 
absolutely darV from even 
his closest associates, became 
known Defoe was much 
attacked, and probably suf- 
fered even in his pocket ; 
the old man Lannot trouble 
will long, he meekly re- 
sponded In 1729, it is im- 
possible to tell why, he had 
to disappear from his house 
in iNeninglon, and hid him- 
self m the neighbourhood 
of Greenwich holding niys- 

Umih He complained of 

a perjured eon tern ptible 

cnemj and he transferred 

Ne»inj,ton ( 




other 



He 



1 all 



Illustrabon b; Thomas Stothard to "Robinson Crusoe 



probabihty, still hidmg from 
real or imaginar) foes when 
death found him, on the 26th of April 1731 in a lodging in Ropemakers Allev, 
Moorlields. It has been suggested, as a conjectural explanation of all this mjstery, 
that he had become the victim of senile and insane delusions 



From "Rohinso.v Crusoe." 
During the long time that Friday has now been with me, and thai he began 
to speak to me, and understand me, I was not wanting to lay a foundation of 
religious knowledge in his mind; particularly I asked him one time who made him? 
The poor creature did not understand me at all, but thought I bad asked who was 
his father ; but I took it by another handle, and asked hinr who made the sea, the 
ground we walked on, and the hills, and woods; he told me it was one Old 
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lienamuckee, that lived beyond all. He could describe nothing of this great person, 
but that he was very old ; much older, he said, than the sea, or the land ; than the 
moon, or the stars : 1 asked him then, if this old person had made all things, why did 
not all things worship him ; he looked verj' grave, and with a perfect look of inno- 
cence, said, "All things do say O lo him." 1 asked him if the people who die in 
his country went away 
anywhere ; he said yes, 
they all went lo Bcna- 
muckee ; then I asked 
him whether these they 
eat up went thither too, 
he said yes. 

From these things, 
1 began to Instruct him 
in the knowledge of 
the true God : 1 told 
him that the great 
Maker of all things 
lived up there, pointing 
up towards heaven ; 
that He governs the 
world by the same 
power and providence 
by which He had made 
it ; (hat He was omni- 
poient, could do every- 
thing for us, give 
everything to us, take 
everything from ua ; 
and thus by degrees I 
opened his eyes. He 
listened with great 
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with pleasure the no- 
tion of Jesus Christ 
being sent to redeem 
us, and of ihe manner 
of making our prayers 
to God, and His being 
able to hear us, even 
into heaven ; he lold 
me one day, that if our 
God could hear us up 
beyond the sun, He 
must needs be a greater 
God than their Bena- 
muckee, who lived but 
a little way off, and yet 
could not hear till they 
went up to the great 
mountains where he dwelt, 
10 speak to him ; he said 
thither but the old 
explain it to me, their religii 
saying prayers), and then c. 
this 1 observed, that there 
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r. he called ihcir Oowocakee, that is, as I m.idc him 
i or clergy, and that they went to say O (so he called 
le back, and told them what Bcnamuckee said ; by 
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Henry St. 

IbKh 

I1678-175O 



Pagans in ihe world; and the policy of making a secret religion, in order to 

preserve the veneration of the people lo the cleryy, U not only to be found in the 

Romsn, but perhaps among all religions in tlit world, even among the most brutish 
and barbarous savages. 

With Defoe and Maiideville we h;ive strayed outside the inner circle 

Qtieen Anne wits. We return to its centre in speaking of Bohng- 

WOke and Berkeley. With the progress of criticism, however, the relative 

value of these two typical 
eighteenth-ceiilury names is 
being slowly but decisively 
reversed. The fame of 
BOLIXUBROKE, Once so uni- 
versal, has dwindled to a 
mere shadow. He livi-s as 
.m individual, nut any longer 
ns a writer. His diffuse and 
pompous contributions to 
theislicat philosophy are now 
of interest mainly as ex- 
emplifying several of the 
faults of decaying classi- 
cism — its empty rhetoric, its 
vapid diction, its slipshod, 
inconsistent reasoning. In 
fact, if Botingbrokc de- 
mands mention here, it is 
mainly as a dreadful ex- 
ample, as the earliest author 
in which the school which 
culminated in Pope, Addi- 
son, and Swift is seen to 
hnve passed ils meridian 
and to be declining. The 
cardinal defect of classicism 
was to be its tendency to 
hollowness, to intellectual insincerity and partisanship, and this defect 
is so clearly exposed in Bolingbroke that we read him no longer. 

Henry St John, Viscount Bolingbroke (1678-1751), was the son of 

Sir Hfnry St. John and of his wift-, a daughter of the Ead of Warwick, and 
\>as born in London in October 1678. He was educated at Eton and at Christ 
Church, Oxford ; he married at the age of twenty-two, entered Parliament, and 
was Secretary' for War at twenty-six. He was raised to' the peerage in 1712, and 
in 1714 threw in his lot with the Pretender. It was not until 1723 that he 
made peace with the English court and resumed political life. Most of his 
later life was sjienl in France. Bolingbroke died in London on the mh of 




Henry St. John, Viscount Bolingbroke 



BERKKLEY 



259 



December 1751. His literarj' life is of insignificant interest in comparison with 
the record of his political adventures. His Dissertation on Parlies appeared in 
book-form in 1735, and the famous Le/ler to Sir William Wyndham, onginuUy 
wrilten in 1716, w-as posthumous, 1753. Tlie Idea of a Patriot Kin^ bears no 
date, but was probably issued in 1735. 

The opposite fate has rewarded IJie clear and starry genius of , 
George Berkeley. In his own clay respected, but not highly re- 
garded as a writer, he 
has gradually so strength- 
ened his hold upon us by 
the purity of his taste, 
that in an age of pre- 
dominance in prose we 
regard him as a master. 
In spite of Shaftesbury, 
Berkeley is the greatest 
English thinker between 
Locke and Hume, and as 
a pure metaphysician he 
is perhaps without a rival. 
His person and his char- 
acter were as charming as 
his genius, and when he 
came up to London for 
the first time in 1713 
he conquered all hearts. 
Pope expressed every- 
body's conviction when 
he declared that there had 
been given "to Berke- 
ley every virtue under 
heaven." He had at that 
time already circulated 
his curious hypothesis 
of phenomenalism, his 
theory that what we see 
and touch is only a sym- 
bol of what is spiritual and eternal — that nothing is, but only seems to be. 
His writings, long pondered and slowly produced, culminated in 1744 in 
the brilliant and paradoxical treatise on the merits of tar-water, which was 
afterwards called Siris. 

Locke had almost removed philosophy outside the confines of 
literature; Shaftesbury had shown that the philosopher could be elegant, 
iiorid, and illustrative ; it remained for Berkeley to place it for a moment 
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on the level of poetry itself. There had, perhaps, been ■wTitlen in 
English no prose so polished as that of Berkeley. Without languor or 
insipidity, with a species of quiet, unstrained majesty, Berkeley achieved 
the summit of a classic style. No student of the age of Anne should 
fail to study that little volume of dialogues which Berkeley issued under 
the title of Hylas and Philonous. It belongs to the annus viirabilis 1713, 
when Pope, Swift, Arbufhnot, Addison, Steele, were all at the brilliant 
apex of their genius, and when England had suddenly combined to 
present such a galaxy of literary talent as was to be matched, or even 
approached, nowhere on the Continent of Europe. 

George Berkeley ('685-1753) was tin.- son of William Berkeley, of 'I'homas- 
town in County Kilkenny, where he was bom on the iilh of March 1685. 
When he was eleven years of age, he was sent to the famous grammar-school 
of Kilkenny, and four years later (March 1700) he entered Trinity College, 
Dublin. He distinguished himself in his studies, particularly in Greek, maihe- 
niatics, and metaphysics, and in 1707 was elecied rullon- and tutor of his 
college. His earliest technical works belong to the same year. Berkeley now 
took holy orders. As early as 1705, and apparently without external influence 
of any kind, he had developed iiis famous theory of the non-existence of mailer, 
and in 1709 he attempted to expound it in his Essay towards a Ntw Thfory ff 
Vision; this was followed in 1710 by tlie Treatise concerning (fie Principles of 
Human Knowkdgt. He pushed his metaphysical refinements still further in his 
Dialogues hetween Hylas and Phiionous, in which he expressly asserts that the 
external existence of matter cannot t>e proved by all our senses united. He came 
to England in January 1713 for the purpose of printing this book, and was 
warmly welcomed in London literary society, his avowed object being "to make 
acquaintance with men of nietit, rather than to engage the interests of those in 
power." He lK.camc the close friend of Swift, I'opc, Arbuthnot, and Steele, and 
arrived in time to sit in Addison's box at the fir.st performance of Calo. Every- 
body was charmed with licrkelcy, and e\en Atterbury, from whom compliments 
were not easily wrung, said that "so much understanding, .so niuch knowledge, 
so much innocence, and so much humility, I did not think had been the portion 
of any but angels, till I saw this gentleman." After .some brilliant months in 
London, Berkeley was recommended by Swift to the Earl of Peterborough, who 
took him as chaplain on his embassy to the King of Sicily in November 1713. 
He spent ten nionihs in Italy and France, and after a while passed in I.^iidon, 
spent his time mainly in Italy until 1720. During these years be published 
nothing; but in 1721, after the bursting of the South Sea Hubble, he issued an 
appeal for moderate expenditure and simplicity of life, called An Essay toiviirdi 
J'revenling the Ruin I'f Grait Britain. He went back to Dublin, being made 
lecturer in Divinity and in Creek to his college, and chaplain to the Ix)rd Lieu- 
tenant. In 1723 he was lifted above financial anxiety by the sum of ^4000 
being left him by Swift's " \'anessa,'' who, however, had never sp()ken to Berkeley. 
In May 1724 he received a fresh addition to his fortune in the rich deanery of 
Derry. liut no sooner was Berkeley settled there than he began to form the 
project of founding a missionary college in the Bermudas, for the pur[>nse of 
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training young clergymen to evangelise America. Swift, who took a somewhat 
cynical view of the matter, nevertheless commended it for Berkeley's sake to 
Carteret, saying, " I entreat you either to keep one of the first men in this king- 
dom quiet at home, or else assist him to compass his romantic design, which is 
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very noble and generous. ' The members of the Scriblerus Club were called to- 
gether to dine with Lord Bathurst, for tlic purpose of rallying Berkeley out of 
his project, but he listened quietly to their jokes and then laid his plans before 
them with such astonishing force of enthusiasm, that the wits stood up together 
and exclaimed, ** Let us all set out with him immediately!" In June 1725 
Berkeley contrived to get from the Government a charter for his college, and 
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published a. Proposal. His ideas were accepted in London with extraordinary 
Kcal, and a voic of ;;^3o,ooo to endow ihe missionary university was tarritrd with 
acclamation through both Houses of Parliament. It was not, howevtr, until 
September 1728, that, having married a month Iwfore, Berkeley set sail for 
America, and then, not fur Bermuda, but Rhode Island. Sir Robert Walpolc^ 
however, was determined to wrcclc the .schenie, and from information received 
from the Treasury, the Bishoji of London recommended Berkeley to return in 
1731. He had resigned his deanery, but on the written understanding that the 
deed should not take force until after the Government had paid the grant 
of ^20,000; he was therefore able to return to Deny. In 1733 Berkeley was 
made Bishop of Cloyne, having relumed the year before to literature, by the 
publication of his Aidphron, the largest of his works, which he had composed in 
Rhode Island. He lived at Cloyne from 1734 to 1752, although in 1745 he was 
offered the niiicii more valuable diocese of Clogher. He set up in the palace at 
Cloyne a distillery of tar-water, a medicine which had long attracted him, because 
he conceived it to have the anti-materialistic quality of being chained with "pure 
invisible fire, the most subtle and elastic of bodies." Accordingly, in 1744, 
Berkeley published his Chixilt of Pkilosephieal Reflections (onceming the Virtues of 
Tar-Wafer, to which, in the second and all subsequent editions, was given the 
more convenient title of Stris. This extraordinary work has been more read than 
Rny other of its author's writings, and exhibits in perfection the admirable beauty 
of his style. It was expanded by Farther Thoughts on Tar-Water in 1751. In 
the sumtner of that year Berkeley seems to have grown tired of his long exile at 
Cloynej and asked Geoi^e 11. to permit him to resign. The King replied that 
he might reside wherever he liked, but that live and die a Bishop he should. 
Berkeley, therefore, in the summer of 1752, found occasion in his son Geoi^e's 
proceeding lo OA-ford as a. student of Christ Church, to settle near him, and he 
took a house in Holywell Street. But his residence there was short, for on the 
evening of Sunday, January 14, 1 753, a|ii)earing lo have never been in hcHer 
health, and having just ex[>ounded a chapter of the first Corinthians to his 
family, Berkeley wiilKireiv to the sola fur a nap, fruiii which lie ne\er awakened. 
He was buried in the cathedral of Christ Church, Oxford. It was not I'ope alone, 
but all his contemporaries, who attributed "to Berkeley every virtue under heaven. '' 
No one, in that age of plain speaking, had a word to say 10 his disadvantage. 
His beauty of person, his grace of manner, his kindliness, his unselfishness, his 
intelligence, his simplicity are celebrated by all who knew him ; even Voltaire 
was imjiressed wiih his goodness of ht-ari, ami 111 Swift's eyes he was ilie one 
"absokiie philosopher." As otic of his clergy said, "If ever there lived a 
Christian, it was Dr. Berkdcy." 

1 desire- it may be considered that most men want leisure, opporlunily, or faculties, 
to ilfrive conclusions fnim their principles, and esiablisli momlity on a foundation of 
human seieiice. True it is— as Si. I'aul observes— llmt the " invisible thinjis of God, from 
the creation of the world, are clearly seen;'' and from thence the duties of natural 
religion may be discovered. But these thing's are seen and discovered by those alone 
who open their eyes :iml look narrowly for them. Now, if you look throuyhout the 
world, you shall lind but few of these narrow inspectors and inquirers, very few who 
make it their business lo analyse opinions, and pursue them to their rational source, to 
e\amine whence truths sprinjj, and how they are inferred. In short, you shall lind all 
men full of opinions, but knowledge only in a few. 
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It is impossible, from the nature and circumstances of humankind, that the mulli- 
tude should be philosophers, or that ihey should know things in their causes. We sec 
every day thai the rules, or conclusions alone, are sufficient for the shopkeeper to state 
his account, the sailor to navigate his ship, or the carpenter to measure his limber ; 
none of which understand the theory, thai is to say, the grounds and reasons either 
of arithmetic or geometry. Even so in moral, political, and religious matters, it is 
manifest that the rules and opinions early imbibed at the first dn«n of understanding, 
and without the least glimpse of science, may yet produce excellcni effects, and be 
very useful to the world; and that, in fact, they are so, will be very visible to every 
one who shall observe what passeih round about him. 



The Spirit ov I'l.'^.nts. 

The balsam or essential oil of vegetables contains a spirit, wherein consist ihc specific 
qualities, the smell and taste of the plant. Koerhrivc holds the n:iiive ]iri.'sidin}; spirit 
to be neither oil, salt, earth, nor water, but somewhat too fine and subtle to Ix; caught 
alone and rendered visible to the eye. This, when suffered to liy off, for instance, 
from the oil of rosemary, leaves it destitute of all flavour. This spark of life, this 
spirit or soul, if we may so say, of the vegetable, departs without any sensible diminu- 
tion of the oil or water wherein it «'as lodged. 
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of power. No wonder, then, that thi 
ens primuin or scintilla spiriluosn, a 
it is called, of plants should be a ihiuf 
so fine and fugacious a; 
nicest search. It is evident that 
at the sun's approach vegetates, and 
languishes at his recess ; this terrestrial 
globe seeming only a matrix disposed 
and prepared to receive life from his 
light. . . . The luminous spark which is 
the form or life of a plant, from whence 
its differences and properties flow, is 
somewhat extremely volatile. 

The inost prominent woman-w 
of the first half of the eighteenth century 
was Lady Mary Pierrepont (i< 
1762), daughter of Evelyn PiL-rrepont, 
afterwards Uuke of Kingston, who «a.s 
bom in lodgings in Covent Garden, on 
the 26th May 1689, and who married 
Edward Woriley Montagu in 1712. liy 
means of her husband, who was niucli 
older than she. Lady Mary was introdttced to Addison, CNingreve, and Steele, and 
her earliest writings were suppressed by the advice of the firsi-nanied. She persevered, 
however, and in 1 7 16 her Court Poems were priv^iiely and anonymously printed. In that 
year she left England with her liu.sband, and remained in Menna and Constantinople 
until the autumn of 1718; her letters during this period were of high value and interest. 
Returning to London, she made the iiersonal acfitiaintance of Pope, with whom she 
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had been in correspondence. A violent friendship sprang up between them and blazed 
fur awhile, but had died down when, about 1723, it ended in a great explo; 
mutual rage and ill-breeding. In 1739 Lady Mary Wortley Montagu left her husband 
under circumstances which have never been lucidly explained, and was a resident 
abroad, mainly in Italy, for the next tweniy-two years. She was in Venice in 1761 
when the news of her husband's death reached her ; she was in poor health, but she 
determined to return to England to .settle bis estate. She arrived in Januarj' 1 762, and 
did not return, hut died in her house in Montagu Square on the aist August 1762. 
She is remarkable for having introduced into western Europe the practice of inoculation 
Tor small-pox, which she tried first on her own son, Edward, at Constantinople in 1715. 
Lady Mary AVortley Montagu was a woman of a fier>- spirit, penetrated with literature 
and curiosity, ardent and unabashed, insolent and generous. Her letters, which have 
neither the tenderness nor the eloquence of a Seviyne, testify to the ripeness of her 
judgment and the clearness of her eye. 



Fkom a Letter prom Constantinopi.e 



The climate is delighlfal in the cxlrcmesl degree. I a 
of January [1718], with ihe windows open, enjoying the ' 
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of Ills class. To compare Hoadly with Mas 
is hut to discover liow great ;tn advantage thi 



n now sitting, this present fourth 

arm shine of the sun, while you 
are freezing over a sad sea-coal 
lire ; and my chamber set out 
with carnations, roses and jon- 
■.\u\h, fresh from my garden. 
1 am also charmed with n:iany 
piiiiiis of the Turkish law, to 
our shame, be it spoken, better 
designed and better executed 
than ours ; particularly the 
punishment of convicted liars 
(Itiumpluiiil criminals in our 
country, God knows 1) They 
.lie burnt in the forehead with 
L. being proved the 






false 



ly while forc- 
liiviils should we see disfigured, 
him many fine gentlemen would 
be forced 10 wear Iheir wigs 
.13 li>w as their eyebrows, were 
ihis l.iiv in practice with us ! 

Tliuoli>gy, which had 
l.iken Ml prominent a 
l>lace in the literature of 
liu- seventeenth century, 
Icll into insiynilicance 
ailt-r the year 1700. We 
liave already spoken of 
Clarke, u stiff and tire- 
some writer, but the best 
lion, or Sherlock with Saurin, 
French htiJl preserved over us, 
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who had never, even in the palmy days of our theology, enjoyed a Bossuet. 
Perhaps the most spirited contribution to religious literature published in the 
early years of the century was Law's Serious Call, a book isolated from its 
compeers in all qualities of style and temper, the work of a Christian mystic 
who seemed to his contemporaries that hateful thing "an enthusiast." 

Benjamin Hoadly (1676-1761) «as born at Westerham, in Kent, on the 
14th of November 1676. He was the second son of the Rev. Samuel Hoadly, 
who gave him his eady education, and then sent him direct to St. Catherine Hall, 
Cambridge. He became an active and useful London clergyman, of advanced 
political and religious views. In 1715 he was made Hisho]) of Bangor, and it is 
recorded, as a singular [iroof of Hoadly's simplicity and absence of amliition, that 
"when he went to Court to kiss hands on being made a bishoii, he did not know 
the way upstairs." His famous treatise on Tht Principles and Practices of the 
Non-Juron, which caused a sort of earthquake in the Church of England, was 
published in 1716. Hoadly's brilliant sermon on The Xaturt nf the Kingdom or 
Church of Christ was preached on the 31st of March 1717. The celebrated 
Bangorian Controversy was the result. In spite of the rage of his enemies, 
Hoadly was rapidly promoted, through Hereford and Salisbury, to the princely 
see of Winchester in 1734. 
Throughout the storms which 
roged around him, Hoadly pre- 
served a dignified and apos- 
tolic calm, and he was a man 
of undoubted greatness of cha- 
racter. He was the reputed 
author of more than fifty publi- 
cations, mainly controversial. 
He reached his eighty-sixth 
year, and " was so happy as 
to live long enough to reap 
the full earthly reward of his 
labours, to see his Christian 
and moderate opinions prevail 
over the kingdom, and the 
Nonconformists at a very low 
ebb, for want of the opposition 
and persecution they were used 
to experience." Hoadly died 
in his palace at Chelsea, on the 
r7th of April 1761, having out- 
Hved all opposition, "beloved 
and revered by all good men." 

Thomas Sherlock 

([678-1761), the elder son 
of the famous divine, I>r. 
William Sherlock, was born in Londi 
Botolph Lane. He was educiited a 
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1 father was rector of St. George '1 
at St. Catherine Hall, Cambridgt 
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of which he became a felioM*. At the early age of twenty-six, he was appointed 
lo succeed his father as Master of the Temple, and soon became eminent as a. 
preacher. In 17 14 he was made Master of his College, in 171(1 Dean of Chichester, 
and soon afterwards became prominent as a protagonist in the great fiangorian 
Controversy. Shedock became successively Bishop of Bangor, Salisburj-, and 
London, and refused Canterbury. He continued to hold the Mastersiiip of the 
Temple for fifty years. Sherlock's Sermons were pubhshed, in four volumes, in 1755-6. 
He died July 18, 1761, after a very long and pamful illness, and was buried aX 
Fulham. 

William Law (1686-17U1) was the son of .I'grocer at Kind's Cliffe, in Nor- 
thamptonshire. He was sent as a si^ar, in 1705, to Emmanuel College, Cambridge, 
and ultimately became a fellow. He was a strong non-juror, and gradually developed 
more and more austere religious views. In 1726 he made a certain stir with his 
treatises on Chriitian Perfection, In 1717 he became tutor to Edward Gibbon, who 
was twenty years of age, and it would perhaps be exacter to say, as the historian does, 
that Law was already '■ the much-honoured friend and spiritual director " of the Gibbon 
family. In 1738 the Serious Call was pubhshed, and he began to be surrounded 
by disciple.s, among «hom were the 
Wesleys. Law seems to have resided 
at Putney with the Gibbons from 1727 
to 1738, after which he went back to 
his parental home at Kings Cliffe, 
where he founded a semi -monastic 
settlement. His mystical and philan- 
/ ^^M*\. ^^^^^^^^^B ihropic schemes were enthusiastically 

supported by two ladies of mature 
years, Miss Hester Gibbon and Mrs. 
Hutcheson Laiv died, almost in the 
act of singing a hymn, in his interesting 
religious house at Kin^-'s Cliffe, on the 
i|t)i of April 17O1. 

Tiic tf;irlitst signs of impatience 
with the rigidity of literary rule came 
from Scotland, where ;i certain lyri- 
cnl independence of Soiitliern tradi- 
tions liLid preserved all llirougli the 
Allan Ramsay seventeenth century something of the 

Fr.-m an i-„-ravin' *'''' folk-song freshness. The actual 

vahie of tiiese vernacular pieces — the 
knack of Iheui was retained in one family, the SempiIIs of Beltrees, for three 
generations — was small, htit they led on without a break to Allan Ramsay, and 
to such useful poetical antiquaries as Lady Wardlaw and, in England, Oldys. 

Allan Ramsay (16S6-1 758) was Imm at LeadhilU in I.anarkshire, on the 15th of 
Ocli.l>er rf'Sr.. At the .ij:c of fifteen he came up to Edinburgh to be apprenticed 
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to a wig-maker. His earliest publications were parochially humorous, and his first 
ambitious essay was a continuation of King James' Christ's Kirk on the Green, 1718. 
Ramsay did a great deal for the revival of Scottish song by his antholt^ies, The Tea- 
Table Miscellany, 1724-27, and The Ever- 
green, 1724. In 1715 he published his 
best work, the excellently sustained pastoral 
play of The Gentle Shepherd, the life of 
Ramsay. He retired from the wig-making 
business, and bought a bookseller's shop, 
"at the sign of the Mercury, opposite lo 
Niddry's \\'ynd," where for thirty years 
he was visited by every literary jDerson 
who appeared in Edinburgh, and wher* 
behind his counter, he broke into verse 3 
the least excuse, "e'en at the shagging ( 
a feather." In 1743 he built himself a 
eight-sided house on Castle Hill, but did 
not retire from iiusincss until 1 755. Ramsay 
died in this his " goose-pie," as Edinburgh 
called it, on the 7th of January 1758. 
Ramsay completed that celebrated pioetical 
hoax — ^the earliest of eighteenth -century 
foigeries — the ballad of Hardy Knute, 
which had been begun by Elizabeth, 
Lady Wardlaw (1677-1727). Ono of 

the first who took an intelligent interest 

in the bibliography of British poetry was 

William Oldys (1O96-1761), of Lincoln, who was Norroy king-atarms. He was 

not only a pioneer in the study of texts and states, but the author of some very 

graceful verses. 

The period of English literature which \vc have now roughly sketched 
is one of the most clearly defined and homogeneous in our history. In 
its consideration we are not troubled by the variety and diversity of its 
aims, by the multitude of its proficients, or by the distribution of its parts. 
All is definite, exiguous ; all, or almost all, is crystallised round a sini|;le 
point ; that point is common-sense applied to the imagination, to the 
highest parts of man. In all the expressions of this definite spirit, whether 
in Pope or Clarke, in Addison or Berkeley, we find a tendency to the 
algebraic formula, rather than to colour, fancy, or fire. In other words, 
pure intelligence does the work of literature, intelligence applied alike to 
concrete forms and abstract ideas, actively and energetically applied, 
without sentimentality or enthusiasm. The age of Anne succeeded in 
raising this literature of mathematical intelligence to the highest pitch of 
elegant refinement. But before it closed there were manifest signs of the 
insufficiency of such a manner to support a complex artistic system. 

What in the hands of Pope and Addison was so brilliant and novel 
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that all the world was charmed, could but prove in those of their disciples 
cold, mechanical, and vapid. There were very dangerous elements in 
the optimism of the time, in its profound confidence in the infallibility of 
its judgment, in the ease with which it had become accustomed to rigid 
rules of composition, in the dry light of formalism which by it was so 
prompt to observe art and nature. These might satisfy for a moment, 
might produce a single crop of splendid literature, but they bore no fruit 
for the morrow. Even the prevalent admiration of the authors of antiquity 
was :i source of danger, for these great fountain-heads of imagination 
were regarded not as they really wrote, but as seen distorted IJirough 
the spectacles of tlie French Jesuit critics. The poets of antiquity were 
cultivated as incomparalle masters of rhetoric, and on the basis of 
Horace, and even of Homer, there was founded a poetry totally foreign 
to antique habits of thought. 

We have not, however, to consider what dangers lay ahead of tlie 
system, but what it produced in the first quarter of the eighteenth 
century, and for this, within limits, we can have little but praise. England 
now joined, and even led, the movement of European nations from 
which she had hitherto been excluded as a barbarian. In a "polite" age 
tlie English writers became the most polite. Pope and Addison had 
nothing more to learn from their Continental contemporaries ; they became 
teachers themselves. In their hands the English langLLage, which had 
been a byword for furious individuality and unbridled imiiginativc oddilv, 
became a polished and brilliant instrument in the hands of an elegant and 
wfll-bred race. So far, if we go no further, all was well. A little group 
of scholars and geutlemtn, closely identilied in their personal interests, 
had taken English literature under their care, and had taught it to express 
with exquisite exactitude their own limited and mundane sensations. These 
were paving the way for a frigid formalism which would become intoler- 
able in the hands of their followers; but in their own day, in their brief 
Augustan age, the direct result was not merely brilliant in itself, but of an 
infinite benefit to English as a vehicle for an easy and rapid exercise of 
the intelligence. 



CHAPTER IV 

THE AGE OF JOHXSON 

1 740- 1 7 80 

The period which we have just quitted was one of olfort concentrated in 
one middle-class coterie in London, an age of elegant per^ifla.iie and opti 
mistic generalisation marshalled by a group of liighly civiii-.eci and '■club- 
able " wits. That at which we have now arrived was the ( 
Us leading exponents were not as- 
sociates, or, in most cases, even 
acquaintances; its labours were not 
in any hirge degree identified with 
London, but with places all over 
the English-speaking world. From 
1712 to 1735 attention is riveted 
on the mutual intercourse of (he 
men who are writing, and then 
upon their works. From 1740 to 
1780 the movements of Uterature, 
rather than those of men of letters, 
are our theme. Solitary figures 
closely but unconsciously and ac- 
cidentally related to other solitary 
figures, ships out of call of one 
another, but blown by the same 
wind — that is what the age of 
Johnson presents to us. 

If the combination of personal 
communication, so interesting in 
the earlier age, is lacking now, it 
is made up for to us by the definition of the principal creative impulses, 
which prove, to our curiosity and surprise, independent of all personal 
bias. The similarity between Swift and Arbuthnot, between Pope and 
Parnell, is easily explained by their propinquity. But how are we to 
account for the close relation of Gray and Collins, who never met ; of 
Fielding and Richardson, who hated one another at a distance ; of Butler 
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at Bristol, and Hume at Ninewells? This central period of the eighteenth 
century took a wider and more democratic colouring; its intellectual life 
was more general, we had almost said more imperial. letters could no 
llonger be governed by the dictatorship of a little group of sub-aristocratic 
■'Wit^ met in a coffee-house to dazzle mankind. The love of liteialure had 
Ispread in all directions, and each province of the British realm contributed 
I its genius to the larger movement. 

In poetry, which must occupy us first, the forces which now attract our 
almost undivided attention are not those which appealed to contemporary 

criticism. Pope and his 
school had given a perfect 
polish to the couplet, had 
revived a public interest 
in satire and philosophic 
speculation in -verse, had 
canonised certain forms of 
smooth and optimistic con- 
vention, had, above all, 
rendered the iechitique of 
" heroic verse " a thing 
which could be studied like 
a language or a science, it 
was strictly in accordance 
with the traditions of litera- 
ture that no sooner was 
the thing easy to do than 
(he best poets lost interest 
in doing it. It was Thomson 
who made the first resistance 
to the new classical formula, 
and it is, in fact, Thomson 
who is the real pioneer 
of the whole romantic 
movement, with its return 
to nature and simplicity. 
This gift would be more widely recognised than it is if it had not been for 
the poet's timidity, his easy-going indolence. The Winter oi Thomson, that 
epoch-making poem, was published earlier than the Dunciad and the Essay on 
Man, earlier than Gullivers Travels and the Political History of the Devil ; it 
belongs in time to the central "period of Queen Anne," But in spirit, in 
temper, in style, it has nothing whatever to do with that age, but inaugurates 
another, which, if we consider exactly, culminated, after a slow but direct 
ascent, in Wordsworth. 

The positive interest which the poetry of the middle of the eighteenth 
century now possesses for us may be slight ; its relative or historical interest 
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is very great. In it we see English verse timidly reasserting its characteristic 
qualities and resuming forbidden powers. The change was gradual, without 
revolution, without violent initiative. Passion did not suddenly return in its 
bolder forms, but an insidious melancholy shook the pensive bosom. For 
nearly eighty years the visual world, in its broader forms, had scarcely 
existed for mankind ; it was not to be expected that shy and diffident poets, 
such as were those of this new period, men in most cases of subdued vitality, 
should flash out into brilliant colourists and high-priests of pantheism. They 
did their work gingerly and slowly ; they introduced an obvious nature into 
their writings ; they painted, with a deprecating pencil, familiar scenes and 
objects. With Thomson they removed the fog that had obscured the forms 
of landscape, with Gray they asserted the stately beauty of mountains, with 
Young they proclaimed anew the magic of moonlight, with Walpole they 
groped after the principles of Gothic architecture. That their scenes were 
painted in grey and greenish neutral tint, that their ruined arches were 
supported on modern brickwork, that falsity and fustian, a hollow eloquence 
and a frigid sententiousness spoiled many of their enterprises, is not to the 
point. We must occupy ourselves, not with what they failed to do, but with 
their faltering successes. They were the pioneers of romanticism, and that 
is what renders them attractive to the historian. 

Nor was it in England only, but over all Europe, that the poets of the age 
of Johnson were the pioneers of romantic feeling and expression. In the 
two great movements which we have indicated — in a melancholy sensibility 
pointing to passion, in a picturesqueness of landscape leading to direct 
nature-study — the English were the foremost of a new intellectual race. As 
a child of the eighteenth century, Stendhal, reminded the French, *' Lc 
pittoresque — comme les bonnes diligences et les bateaux a vapeur — nous 
vient d'Angleterre." It came to France partly through Voltaire, who 
recorded its manifestations with wonder, but mainly through Rousseau, who 
took it to his heart. Not instantly was it accepted. The first translator of 
the Seasons into French dared not omit an apology for Thomson's *' almost 
hideous imagery," and it took years for the religious melancholy of Young 
to sink into German bosoms. But when there appeared the Nouvclle Heiotse, 
a great and catastrophic work of passion avowedly built up on the teaching 
of the English poets of the funereal school, a book owing everything to 
English sensibility, then the influence of British verse began, and from 1760 
to 1770 the vogue and imitation of it on the Continent was in full swing. To 
the European peoples of that time Young was at least as great an intellectual 
and moral portent as Ibsen has been to ours. 

It was in a comparative return to a sombre species of romanticism, and in 
a revolt against the tyranny of the conventional couplet, that these poets 
mainly affected English literature. James Thomson is at the present hour 
but tamely admired. His extraordinary freshness, his new outlook into the 
whole world of imaginative life, deserve a very diff^erent recognition from 
what is commonly awarded to him. The Hymn which closes the Seasons 
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was first published in 1730, when Pope was still rising to\vards the zenith of 
his fame. It recalled to English verse a melody, a rapture which h;id been 
entirely unknown since Milton's death, more than sixty years before. We 
may be told that the close observation uf natund phenomena which made 




the four books of the Srasons so illustrious h:id iil-vlt, althouj^h scouted or 
disregarded, been entirely lov^t. The names of Lady Winchelsea, of Gay, 
even of John Philips, may be quoted to prove to us that the poets still had 
eyes, and knew a hawk from a herushaw. But these pedestrian studies of 
nature had no passion in them ; they were but passages of an inventory or of 
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a still-life painting. With Thomson, and mainly with his majestic Hymn, 
another quality came back to poetry, the ecstasy of worship awakened by the 
aspect of natural beauty. We can but wonder what lines such as 

" Yc forests bend, ye harvests wave, to Him ; 
Breathe your still song into the reaper's heart, 
As home he goes beneath the joyous moon," 

could have meant to readers such as Warburton and Hurd. We may 
answer — To them, as to Johnson, they could have meant nothing at all ; and 
here began the great split between the two classes of eighteenth-century 
students of poetry — those who clung to the old forms, and exaggerated (heir 
aridity, down to the days of Hayley and Darwin ; and those who falteringly 
and blindly felt their way towards better things through Gray, and Percy's 
Reliques, and Warton's revelation of the Elizabethans. 



James Thomson (1700-1748) was the eltii 
Thomson and his wife, Beatrice 
Border. Mr. Thomson had since 
shire, and the poet was bom 
in the manse there on the 
nth of September 1700. Next 
year the family removed to a 
parish dose to Jedburgh. Here, 
in early childhood, Thomson 
attracted the notice of Robert 
Kiccaltoun. a local poet of some 
merit, and soon began to write 
verses. In 1715 he was sent up 
to Edinburgh University, being 
intended for the Church, and he 
remained there for ten years. Of 
his youth we know little, save 
that he was extremely susceptible 
tu local superstitions, and so 
much afraid of ghosts that, even 
when at college, he would rush 
roaring out of the room if he 
was left alone in the dark. His 
father died in 1718, as was 
believed "under the oppression 
of diabolical malignity," having 
rashly undertaken to lay that 
celebrated spook, the Woolie 
Ghost, At Edinburgh Thomson 
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ray from divinity towar<ls 
literature, and in his twenly-fifth year he determined to adventure to I^ndon ; 
he sailed from Leith, and arrived almost destitute, having been robbed even 
of a handkerchief in which he had tied up his letters of introduction. He found 
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irith remarkable cordiality. In March 
t; h was highly successful, and from 
this time forward Thomson seems 
to have floated easily on the 
social tide. Of his letters from 
this period several have been 
preserved, and they give evi- 
dence of much lightness of spirits 
and an almost childish naiveli. 
Summer^ addressed to Bubb 
Dodington in loo humble a style 
of eulogy, and Sfring, addressed 
to the Countess of Henford, 
indicate two main sources of liie 
poet's early prosperity. The 
Countess was a blue-stocking, 
and invited Thomson to stay 
at her seat near Marlborough, 
where he " composed one of 
his Seasons," probably ^u/umn- 
Johnson tells us that the [Xjct 
took more pleasure in carousing 
with my lord than in directing 
ihe studies of my lady, and was 
therefore never invited again. 
In 1730 the Seasons appeared 
complete, with the additions of 
Aulumn and A Hymn. But by 
this time Thomson had turned with hopefulness to the stage, although his first 
tragedy was not a success. At a critical moment, one character, immersed in woe, 
had to moan out the words — 
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" 0, Sophonisba, Soplionisba, O 1 " 
which the wags instantly took up and parodied as — 

" O, Jemmy Thomson, Jemmy Thomson. \ " 



could counteract. The poet was 
young Talbot, son of the Solicitor- 
igh 1730 and 1731. On his return 
parts, his gigantic failure, the 



and this was more than even Mrs. Oldfield's 

now selected to accompany on the Grand Tour 

C.eneral, wiih whom he saw France and Italy th 

he began, and in 1734-6 he published, in 

didactic poem oK Liberty. Mr. Talbot having died, and his father having been made 

Lord Chancellor, Thomson received in 1735 the oifice of Secretary of Briefs under the 

latter. This patron died in 1 737, when Thomson printed a dignified poem in his praise. 

Having lost his place, the poet fell into debt and was arrested ; Quin the actor found him 

in a sponging -house and released him, although they were strangers, purely on account of 

the pleasure he had received from reading Thomson's pt>etry. Meeting the Prince of 
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Wales shortly after, and being asked about his affairs, Thomson admitted that " they 
were in a more poetical posture than formerly," and the Prince -gave him a pension of 
^loo, which was paid until the year of the poet's death, when it was unkindly with- 
drawn. Misfortune generally attended Thomson's pieces on the stage, where the 
ill-success of his " untoward heroines " became proverbial, but those dramas were 
sometimes lucrative in book form. In particular, there is reason to believe that his 
poetical tragedy vi Edward and Eltunora, which was prohibited on the stage in 1739, 
brought in much profit, as a little volume, in subscription. The masque of Alfred, 
which in 1740 Mallet and Thomson composed to amuse the Prince of Wales in the 
gardensofCliefden, is memor- 
able for containing the song 
Rule Britannia, which is be- 
lieved, but without absolute 
certainty, to be the work of 
Thomson. He wrote little 
during the last years of his 
life, abandoning himself more 
and more to constitutional 
languor. However, in the 
last year of his life, he woke 
up so far as to finish his 
noble poem The Castle 0/ In- 
dolence, and to compose yet 
another tragedy, Coriolanus. 
In the summer of 1748 
Thomson caught a severe 
cold by taking a boat from 
Hammersmith to Kew when 
very hot; he was throwing 
this off, when he had the 
imprudence to sit in his 
garden while the dew was 
falling, and suffered a relapse. 
Symptoms of malignant fever 
declared themselves, and he 
sank rapidly, dying on the 
S7th of August. Thomson 

was universally beloved and bitterly regretted, for he possessed in a high degree 
the genius of friendship. He was "more fat than bard beseems," short, chubby, 
sleepy; but among his choice associates he would wake up, and be singularly 
communicative and entertaining. He was never married ; he would have asked 
Miss Young of Gulyhill, the "Amanda" of his poems, to be his wife, but he never 
dared to do so on account of his poverty. We have mentioned one cause of 
the displeasure of Lady Hertford ; another is more picturesque. Thomson is said 
to have irritated her l.idyship by sitting under her fruit trees at Marlborough with 
his hands in his pockets, lazily biting pieces out of her ripe apricots. 
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From "Summer." 

As from tlie face of heaven the shailered clouds 
Tumultuous rove, ihe iiitenninable slcy 
Sublimer swells, and o'er the ii'orld expands 
A purer aiure. Nature, from the storm. 
Shines out afresh ; and through the lighiened air 
A higher lustre and a clearer calm, 
Diffiisive, tremble ; while, as if in sign 
Of danger past, a glittering robe of joy, 
Set offabundant by Ihe yellow ray, 
Invests the fields, yet dropping from distress, 

'Tis beauty all, and grateful song around. 
Joined to the low of kine, and numerous bleat 
Of flocks thick nibbling through the clovered vale. 
And shall the hymn be marreii by thankless tnan, 
Most favoured ; who, with voice articulare 
Should lead the chorus of lliis lower world ? 
Shall he, so soon forgetful of itie hand 
That hushed the thunder, and serenes the sky, 
Extinguished feel that spark the tempest waked, 
That sense of powers exceeding far his own. 
Ere yet his feeble heart has lost its fears ? 

Cheered by the milder beam, the sprightly youth 
Speeds lo the well-known pool, whose crystal depth 
A sandy bottom shows. Awhile he stands 
Gazing the inverted landscapte, half afraid 
To meditate the blue profound below ; 
Then plunges headlong down the circling flood. 
His ebon tresses and his rosy cheek 
Instant emerge ; and through the obedient wave. 
At each 5hort breathing by his lip repelled, 
With arms and legs according well, he makes. 
As humour leads, an easy-winding path ; 
While, from his polished sides, a dewy light 
Effuses on the pleased spectators round. 

From "Autumn'." 
Poor is the triumph o'er the timid hare ! 
Scared from the corn, and now to some lone seat 
Retired : the rushy fen ; Ihi; ragged furze, 
Stretched o'er the stonj- heath ; the stubble chapped. 
The thistly lawn ; the thick -en tangled broom ; 
Of the same friendly hue, the withered fern ; 
The fallow ground laid open to the sun, 
Concoctive ; and the nodding sandy bank, 
Hung o'er the mazes of the mountain brook. 
Vain is her best precaution ; though she sits 
Concealed, with folded cars, unsleeping eyes, 
liy Nature raised to lake ihe horizon in, 
And head couched close betwixt her hairy feet, 
In act to spring away. The scented dew 
Betrays her early labyrinth ; and deep. 
In scattered sullen openings, far behind, 
With every breeze she hears the coming storm. 
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Seem to the (hivering Sailor from afar, 660 

Shapelefs4 and white, an Atmoiphere of Clouds. 
Projected huge, and horrid, o*er the 
I Alps frown on hilp± i or niihing hideous down. 

As if old Chaos was again returnM^ 
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Shake the firm Pole, and make an Ocean boiL 
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The reftlcfs Deep itfelf cannot rcfift 

The binding Fury ; but in all its Rage /\ / 

Of Temped taken by the boundlcfs Froft, 

Is many a Fathom to the Bottom chain 'd, 675 

And bid to roar no more : a bleak Expanic, 

Shagg'd o'er with wavy Rocks, chcarlcfs, and void 

Of every Life, that from the dreary Months 

Flics confcious fouthward. Miferablc they ! 

Who. 
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But nearer, and more frequent, as it loads 
The sighing gale, she springs amazed, and all 
The savage soul of game is up at once : 
The pack full-opening, various : the shrill horn, 
Resounded from the hills ; the neighing steed. 
Wild for the chase ; and the loud hunter's shout ; 
O'er a weak, harmless, flying creature, all 
Mixed in mad tumult and discordant cry. 

From "The Castle of Indolence." 

Joined to the prattle of the purling rills 

Were heard the lowing herds along the vaie, 
And flocks loud bleating from the distant hills. 

And vacant shepherds piping in the dale ; 

And, now and then, sweet Philomel would wail, 
Or stock-doves plain amid the forest deep. 

That drowsy rustled to the sighing gale ; 
And still a coil the grasshopper did keep ; 
Yet all these sounds y-blent inclined all to sleep. 

Full in the passage of the vale, above, 

A sable, silent, solemn forest stood ; 
Where nought but shadowy forms was seen to move, 

As Idles fancied in her dreaming mood ; 

And up the hills, on either side, a wood 
Of blackening pines, ay waving to and fro, 

Sent forth a sleepy horror through the blood ; 
And where this valley winded out, below. 
The murmuring main was heard, and scarcely heard, to flow. 

A pleasing land of drowsihed it was, 

Of dreams that wave before the half-shut eye ; 
And of gay castles in the clouds that pass. 

For ever flashing round a summer sky ; 

There eke the soft delights, that witchingly 
Instil a wanton sweetness m the breast. 

And the calm pleasures always hovered nigh ; 
But whatever smacked of 'noyance or unrest, 
Was far, far off expelled from this delicious nest. 

Another powerful innovator was Edward Young, but his influence was 
not so pure as that of Thomson. The author of Night Thoughts was an artist 
of a force approaching that of genius, but his error was to build that upon 
rhetoric which he should have based on imagination. The history of Young 
is one of the most curious in the chronicles of literature. Born far back in 
the seventeenth century, before Pope or Gay, he wrote in the manner of the 
Anne wits, without special distinction, through all the years of his youth and 
middle life. At the age of sixty he collected his poetical works, and appeared 
to be a finished mediocrity. It was not until then, and after that time, that, 
taking advantage of a strange wind of funereal enthusiasm that swept over 
him, he composed the masterpiece by which the next generation knew him, 
his amazingly popular and often highly successful Night Thoughts. It was in 
the sonorous blank verse of this adroit poem that the vague aesthetic melan- 
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choly of the age found its most striking exposition. It was hardly completed 
before a prose riv-al and imitation, the Meditations among tlu Tombs 
of Hervey, deepened its effect :ind surpassed it in popularity, though never 
approaching it in real literary abilily. 
Tliese two books, so pompous, unctuous, 
and hollow — the one illuminated by pas- 
sages of highly artistic execution, the other 
mere barren bombast — occupied the fancies 
of men for well-nigh one hundred years, 
surviving the great revival, and successfully 
competing with Wordsworth and Keats, 

Edward Young (1683-1765) was the son 
of ihi: rector of Uph^m in Hampshire, whcrt he 
\v;ia burn in June 16S3; the faiher uliimaidy 
became Duan of Salisbury. Extremely little has 
been preserved about the youth and even the 
early middle iife of this poet. He was educated 
at Winchester School, and went to Oxford in 1702. 
He seems to have shown no promise of dis- 
tinction ; at college he was " a foolish youth, 
sport nf peers and poets." He was elected, however, a law fellow of All Souls' in 
jnlinued to reside at the University. When past the age of thirty he l)egan 
I publish, but his 
I earliest essays showed 
•'little talent His pe- 
culiar forcible gloom 
i displayed for the 
first timii in r/,e l,ut 
Day, a really Tliil- 
thingi part of whit'li 
was printed in the 
Guardian in 1713. 
Young Seems to have 
looked to Queen 
Anne, who was his 
godmother, for patro- 
nage, and at her death 
he disappears. It has 
been conjee lured thiit 
he went to Ireland. 
In 1 7 1 ij he put on the 
stage bis tragedy of 

The Jiavni^t ■ tlie latter enjo)ed a substantial success, anii ^'oung, now forty years t)f 
age, became a personage at last. At this lime, and for .some years to come, he was 
enjoying the patronage of the Dulce of Wharton. From 1725 to 1728 Voung was 
engaged in publishing, in sin instalments, his satires, which were afterwards united under 
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the title of The Universal Passion, When George II. came to the throne, Young, who 
had failed to enter Parliament for Cirencester, determined, although he was forty-seven 
years of age, to take holy orders ; he was almost immediately appointed chaplain to 
the King. He is said to have asked Pope how he should conduct his theological 
studies, and to have been answered according to his folly with a recommendation to 
master St. Thomas Aquinas. A begging letter to Mrs. Howard, the King's mistress, 
exists to prove that Young equally needed advice in the arts of obtaining Church 
preferment; he was importunate, yet he got little. In 1730 he was glad to take 
Welwyn, a college living; and the next year he married a widow of quality, Lady Elizabeth 
Leigh. The poetry Young published during these years was beneath contempt, yet he 
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Autograph Note of Young's 

was already meditating upon the outlines of his great and enduring work. When close 
upon the mature age of sixty, with no production behind him which could really encourage 
him to confidence in his gifts, Young began the composition of the very elaborate poem 
which placed him in the first rank of contemporary writers. The Complaint^ or 
Night Thoughts^ appeared from 1742 to 1744, and greatly impressed the age with its 
moral sublimity. Young, however, was unable to repeat his success : he published 
several other works in prose and verse, but none of them rose above his earlier level 
of fustian and flatness. He considered himself to be cruelly neglected, and applied to 
the King and the Archbishop of Canterbury for preferment ; Seeker's reply is a 
monument of irony. The solitary success which attended his efforts was almost 
sarcastically inadequate ; when he was nearly eighty he was appointed Clerk of the 
Closet to the Princess Dowager. Young lived on at Welwyn until he had nearly com- 
pleted his eighty-second year, preserving his intellect to the last ; he died on the 5th of 
April 1 765, and was buried at Welwyn. The character of Young presents us with some 




Title-page of First Edition of "Night Thougbts" 

ihe glimmer of u candle stuck in a human skull. His friendship with Voltaire did 
credit to the intelkct of both of them, and Young's extempore epigram on ihc 
appearance of the great Frenchman deserves an immortality of quotation : — 
" You are so winy, profligate and thin, 
At once we think you Milton, Death and Sin." 

From "Night Thoughts I." 
yc blest scenes of pennanenl delight I 
Full above measure 1 lasting, beyond bound 1 
A perpetuity of bliss is bliss. 
Could you, so rith in rapture, fear an end. 
That fjhaiily thought would drink up all your joy, 
And quite unparadise the realms of lighl. 
Safe are you lodged above these rolling spheres, 
The baneful influence of whose giddy dance 
Sheds sad vicissitude on all beneath. 
Here teems with revolutions every hour ; 
And rarely for the better ; or the best. 
More mortal than the common births of fate. 
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Each moment has its sickle, emulous 

Of time's enormous scythe, whose ample sweep 

Strikes empires from the root ; each mometit plays 

His little weapon in the narrower sphere 

Of sweet domestic comfort, and cuts down 

The fairest bloom of sublunary bliss. 

Bliss ! sublunary bliss ! — proud words and vain '. 
Implicit treason to divi 




Title-page by Willuun Blake to "Night Thoughts" 



A bold invasion of the rights of heaven ! 

I clasp'd the phantoms, and 1 found (hem air. 

O had I weigh'd it ere my fond embrace ! 

What darts of agony had miss'd my heart ! 

Death I great proprietor of all ! 'tis Ihinc 

To tread otit empire, and to quench the stars. 

The sun himself by thy permission shines ; 

And, one day, thou shalt pluck him from his sphere. 

Amid such mighty plunder, why exhaust 

Thy partial quiver on a niark so mean ? 

Why thy peculiar rancour wreak'd on me? 

Insatiate archer 1 could not one suffice ? 

Thy shaft flew thrice ; and thrice my peace was slain ; 

And thrice, ere thrice yon moon had fill'd her horn. 



James Hervey (j 714-1758) w 




his strani^ely powerful poeui i 
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appointed in 1740 curate of Bideford in North 
Devon. Wliile he was there, he walkal 
over In the churchyard of Kilkhamplon. 
and on his return began to write his 
famous Meditationi among the Tombs. 
which were pubUshed in 1746-47, 
and went through twenty-five editions. 
>ier\ey was a gentle, pious, and pbr- 
able man, who died prematurely of 
a consumption, being at the time 
rector of Weston Favell in Nor[ham[>- 
1 oris 111 re. His Theron and Aspaiio 
(1751) was at one time even more 
famous than the Mtditalions in evan- 
gi^lical circles. 

Robert Blair (1699-1746) was 
the minister of Aihel.staneford in Had- 
dingtons.hire fnini 1731 to his death. 
Very little is known about his life, 
nor does it possess any further interest 
for us than thut in 1 743 he pubhshed 
bhnk verse, entitled Tlif Grave. 
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His sovereign's keeper, and the people's scourge. 
Are huddled out of sight. — Mere lie abashed 
The great negotiators of the eanh, 
And celebrated masters of the balance, 
Deep read in stratagems and wiles of courts ; 
Now vain their treaty skill — Death scoms to treat 
Here the o'erloaded slave flings down his burden 
From his galled shoulders, and when the stern tyrant, 
With all his guards and tools of power about him 
Is meditating new unheard-of hardships, 
Mocks his short arm, dnd quick as thought escapes 
Where tyrants vex not, and ihe weary rest. 

This sepulchral rhetoric hi Miltonic verse, whether embodied in Young's 
ToUing iambics or compressed into the homeUer vigour of Blair's Grave, or 
tricked out in pseudo-classical turgidity by the disciples of Thomson, was 
■what passed for poetry /ar excellence one hundred :ind fifty years ago. 

The influence of Thomson was strong on Dyer and Armstrong, John Dyer 
(i698?-i758) was the son of a solicitor at Abei^lasslyn, Carman ho ns hi re. He took ' 
to waier<olour painting as a profession, studying under Joratlian Richardson, and 
wandering about in South Wales sketching ruins and 
landscapes. It was on one of these excursions that he 
wrote his poem of Grgiigar Hill, published in a miscellany 
in 1726, which contained studies of Nature which were 
novel and which were admired even to excess. Dyer 
went to Italy, and on his return he published a blank 
verse poem. The Muins of Home, 1 740, Ho miw entered 
the Church, and held successive livings in the counties 
of Leicester and Lincoln. In 1757 he published a long 
didactic poem on the care of sheep, entitled Tiie Fleece; 
this was a failure, and Dyer was told he would be " buried 
in woollen." He died of consumption, at Coningsby in 
Hants, where he had lately fitted up a house, on the i t r» 

24th of July 1758. The best part of Grongar Hi!!, ■' ^""^ 

which is a description of the Vale of Towy as seen from that eminence, is the 
following, which certainly deserves a place in a record of the adiunce of a senti- 
ment for Nature in English literature :— 

Old castles on the cliff arise. 

Proudly towering in the skies \ 

Rushing from the woods, the spires 

Seem from hence ascending fires ! 

Half his beams Apollo sheds 

On the yellow mountain -heads ! 
' Gilds ihe fleeces of the flocks. 

And glitters on the broken rocks. . . . 

Gaudy as the opening dawn. 

Lies a long and level lawn, 

On which a dark hill, sleep and high, 

Holds and charms the wandering eye ! 

Deep are his feet in Towy's flood, 

His fides are clothed with waving wood. 
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osL- (lisciplf of Thomson, whom he followed ] 
In his errors as well as in his l>cauUe& I 
He published much, but is remembered ' 
bcsl by his didactic poedi on Tki Art 1 
iif Preserving Heaith, 1744. Armstrong \ 
became a jjhysician 'fa. 173J, and prac-J 
tiaed in Germany and afterwards 
Ixjndun. 

Henry Brooke (i703-'783). funsi 
iiltcrwards fiiiiicius fur the novel of 7it«f 
/(W (/ Qiiality, |)ubhshed in 1735, 
six anonymouK folio instalments, the vnyl 
rt^nwrkable philosophical poem culled'] 
Unhenal B<au(y. inspired by the sysit.-f»j 
iif Sliaftesbiir)-. To this neglected woit. T 
have been traced back the earliest rudt-' I 
mcnfi of the theory of physical evolution. \ 

With the prevailing taste 
poetry the style in grottoes, urns,,] 
mid lonibs closely corresponded, 
and to this niiicli of the super- | 
ficial character of what was most 
enjoyed in Gray, Collins, and even Goldsmith, may he traced. The 
great gift of the first two of this 
trio was the renewed elaboration of 
their verse-form. Thomson had 
revived the beautifid Spenserian 
measure ; in ihe Odes of Thomas 
Gray and of William Collins a 
variety of stanzaic forms illustrated 
a retnrn to pre-Drydenic variety and 
ease of prosody. To a world that 
scarcely appreciated the meaning of 
verse which was not either a suc- 
cession of five-heat couplets or a 
mass of stiff blank verse, Gray in- 
troduced choral measures, richly 
and elaborately rhymed, full of com- 
plicated triumphal melody ; Collins, 
at the same moment, in a lower 
key, whisperinff rather than shout- 
ing, fashioned his deliaite, cold, Henry Brooke 
aerial music. Unhappily, in the i--..-m .,„ on^.n^d Portrait 
middle of the eighteenth century everything conspired to drag the pioneers 
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of free art back to the bondage of rhetoric, and the work of Gray and Collins 

was instantly retarded and 
parodied by the frosty talent 
f)f Akenside, in whose hands 
the newly found lyrical lire 
was turned to ice. The 
impact of Gray on Europe 
was delayi;d, but could not 
be supprL'ssed. The Elegy in 
a Country CliHixIiyitrd is the 
direct precursor, nut only 
of Chateaubriand, but of 
Liunartinc, and i-^ the most 
characteristic single pnem 
of the eighteenth century. 

Thomas Gray (1716- 
1771) was ihe son of Philip 
Grav, a sfriveiiLT, and tiis wife 
Dorothy Anuobus; ho was 
born in CurnliiU 011 ihL- 26tli 
of DecL-mbur 1716. Ho was 
t!io only oni; of his parents' 
HVL'lve cliildren "bo survived 
tnfanu)*, and hi: was only sa\-ed 




Thomu Gray 

After lit Portrait by J. G. EicarJI 

attacked by a convulsion, opened a vein w 
a jealous and tyrannical disposition, and 
although he was welllo-do, he would con- 
tribute nothing to the support of his wife or 
child. The former kept a milliner's shop, 
and the latter was taken by a maternal uncle 
to his own house at £umham, and in 1727 
sent, at his mother's expense, to Eton. He 
made friends with Horace W'alpole and 
Richard West. In 1734 he was removed to 
Cambridge, where he was entered as a pen- 
sioner first at Pembroke Hall and then at 
Peterhouse; from 1735 to 1738 he had the 
company of Horace \Valpole at Cambridge. 
and he was already tieginning to write verse, 
mostly in Latin. He was very imhap])y, 
however, at the University, which he calls 
"that pretty collection of desolate animals," 
and he revolted against the deadness of the 
curriculum. In September 1738 he left 
Cambridge, and six months later he started 
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in company with Horace W'alpolc for a three yean' tour on the Continent. TliB 
Tnendi went first of all to Pans, where they suyc-il two months, and av a good 
deal of (ashioruhle and of liierar)- society. They then settled for thtee mootld 
at Rheims, wheie they enjoyed "rcty cordial hos^Htalhy- In the autumn of >739 
they were sauniering through France; they loitered a while in Oeneta, And tho^ 
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Written in a Country Church Yard. 



HE Curfew tolls the knell of parting day. 
The lowing herd wind flowly o'er the lea. 
The plowman homeward plods his weary way. 
And leaves the world to darknels and to me. 




Illustration to Gray's "Eleg^" 

n-u-i ff Jf. Bc'tllfy/or the Edition vf 1753 
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protected by "muffs, hoods, and masks of lieaver, fur boots and bearskins," ibejr 
ventuR'd over the Alps in November. This adventure deeply impressed the imagi- 
nation of Gray; "not a precipice," he said, "not a torrent, not a cliff, but is preg- 
nant with religion and poetry." All through 1740 the Triends were together in Italy, 
but in the following May, while at Reggio, they quarrelled, and Gray returned 
alone to England. In November 1741 his father died, and was found lo have 
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squandered the greater part of his fortune. Gray spent the winter of this year in 
London with West, and he now began to write English poetry ; of his early tragedy of 
Agrippina only a fragment survives. In June 1742 West died, and Gray went down 
to Stoke Pc^is, where one of his uncles had a house. Here he wrote his Ode to 
Spring, the Eton Ode, the Hymn io Adiersiiy, and began the Elegy in a Country 
Churchyard. His uncle now died, and Gray's mother joined her two sisters in the 
house at Stoke Pogis, which now became Gray's occasional home until his death. He 



had given up the study of the law, and 
in Cambridge. In the winter 
of 1 742 he proceeded t 
house, and there for n 
is lost to sight. In 1744 the 
difference between Gray and 
Walpole was made up, and 
the former began to correspond 
;^ain with the latter and with 
other old acquaintances ; in 
1746 Walpole took a house in 
Windsor, so that, when Gray 
was at Stoke, the friends could 
spend one day of every week 
if^ether. In 1747 Gray printed, 
in folio, his Eton Ode, and 
wrote the ode to Walpole's cat. 
On his thirtieth birthday he 
described himself as " la^y and 
listless, and old, and vexed, and 
perplexed " ; but he was cheered 
up by the enthusiasm of a new 
friend, William Mason, after- 
wards his bit^rapher, "a well- 
meaning creature." His favour- 
ite aunt, Miss Mary Antrobus, 
died in November 1749, and 
her funeral seems to have led 
Gray to finish the Elegy which 
he had sketched seven years 
earlier. This famous poem 
was published by Dodsley in 
quarto in February 
'753 Gray's poems 
in March of that ye: 
tombstone at Stoke Pogis. In 1754 
Poesy, and, in 1757, The Bard ; these 
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iJ.T.ED AT STRAWBERRV-HILL, 
and J. DoDSLEV in Pjll-M.ill. 

Title-page of Gray's "Odea" 

.-ally succussful from the very first. In 

in folio, with plates by Richard Benlley; 

lis exquisite epitaph may still be read on her 
completed, in his slow way. The Progress of 

re published tt^ethcr, as Odes by Mr. Gray, 
in the latter year. In 1 756 a cruel practical joke was played on the poet by some 
coarse undergraduates, who raised a cry of fire, and induced him to descend in his 
night-gown into a tub of water. Failing to obtain redress from the college authorities, 
he transferred himself from Peterhouse, where he had no intimates, to Pembroke, 
which was full of his friends. He was welcomed, and he made this college his 



first collected, 
mother died ; 



He was now able to live in greater comfort, 
8 whom he liad supported being dead, be sank part of his little property 
Moreovtr, in 1759 he took a house in Dloomsbury, and was practically 
absent from Cambridge for three years, mainly engaged in studying early English and 
Icelandic poetiy al the recently-opened British Museum, The final years of Gray's 
life were extremely uneventful; they were mainly spent, in great retirement and 

constantly declining health, 
in Cambridge, diversified b}' 
"Lilliputian travels" through 
portions of Kngland and 
Scotland. In 1768 he col- 
lected ihe ]xiems of his life- 
time into one slender volume, 
i\nd was appointed Professor 
id' Modern Literature at 
Ciinbridge, but delivered no 
lectures. In 1760 he made 
Ills celebrated journey to ihe 
I'umbrian I.akes, and wrote 
ilie Journal, in which for 
the first time the sublimity 
nt" that scenerj- was properly 
1 Llcbrated. In the same 
\ ujf Gray formed the lasl, 
and one of the most ardent 
ni his friendships, that with 
ihe brilliant young Swiss, 
Charles de Bonsietlen. He 
hoped to follow his you 11 j; 
companion to Switzerlaml. 
he died of suppressed gout in 
ill at dinner in hall six nighi^ 
)f his death Gray was " perha|i-i 
t learned man in Europe.' He was a little plump person, very shy, with a fund 
of latent humour ; the tottering and gingerly «ay in which he walked was the subject 
of ridicule, and he was altogether too delicate for the rough age he lived in. His 
admirable LetUn, first published in 1775, revealed sides of his character previously 
unsuspected, and greatly to his honour. 

From thk " Eton Odi,," 
Yc distant spires, vc aniique lowers. 

That crown the 'watery i;l.iiie. 
Where ^'rateful Science still adores 

Her Henry's holy sh.ide ; 
And ye, that from the stately brow 
Of Windsor's heiyhis th' expanse below 

Of jjrovc, of lawn, of mead suney, 
Wliose turf, whose shade, whose flowers among 
Wanders the hoary Thames alony 

His silver-winding way: 
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Stoke Pogis Church, showing the Tomb of Gray 



Init lacked the strcngili, and on the 30th of July 177 
his rooms at Pembroke College, having been taken 
Iwjfore. He was buried at Stoke Pogis. At the time 1 
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Wliere sha;;};v fimii-: oVi 
■Ihc- MiiselKislm.keilio 
To cheer tlif ^livennn 
And oft, bcncaih Uic oiin 
Of Cliili's boun,llcss forcsls l.iid, 
She deigns lo hear ilie saviiyo yoiiili rc|ie;i 
In loose numbers wildly siveei, 
Their fcather-cinciuied cliicfs. nn<I dusky li 
Her track, whereVr ihe goddess rnves, 
c;iory pursue, nnd generous Shame, 
The uncomjuerable Mind, and freedom's 1 



COLLINS 

Woods, [hat wave o'er Delphi's steep, 
Isles, that crown Ih' v^Lgcan deep, 

Fields, that cool Ilissus laves. 

Or where Mieander's amber waves 
In lingering labyrinths creep, 

How do your tuneful eclioes languish, 

Mute, but to the volte of anguish ! 
Where each old poetic mountain 

Inspiration breathed around ; 
Every shade and hallowed fountain 

Murmured deep a solemn sound : 
Till the sad Nile, in (Jrcece's evil hour. 

Left their Parnaisiis for the l.alian plains. 
Alike ihey scorn the pomp of tyrant P<nver, 

And coward Vice, that revels in her chains. 
When Latiuni had her lofty spirit lost, 
They sought, oh .'Mhion I next thy sta- en circled coast. 
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William Collins (1721-1759) was tin; son 
where hu was born on Christiiia.s l>uy [731. 
attended thu Prebendal School in Cliichcsti;r 
a scholar on tlm foundation, and remained there 
of poetical enthusiasm in the school during this p 
at twelvu. His Persian Ecloguts are said hy Wa 
was seventeen, that is to say, in 1 73S ; they anpc: 
while, and before the boy left Wimihester, 
some of his verses had been [iriiUt-d in the 
Gentleman's Magasine. Collins was head <.■! 
the school in 1740, and, after matriculating 
at Queen s College, Oxford, went to Magdalen 
College as a demy in 1741. At the Uni- 
versity he was "distinguished for genius and 
indolence"; he is understood to have left 
Oxford, rather abruptly, early in 1744. He 
Went over to I-'landers to be a soldier, but 
was told that he was " loo indolent even (or 
the army." He returned to London, and 
intended to enter upon holy orders, but 
was dissuaded from doing so by a wealthy 
tobacconist. It is plain that he was not fitted 
to devote himself to the labour involved by 
the adoption of any profession. He sold 
his property in Sussex, and "subsisted on 
the proceeds" in the leading coffee-houses 
of Ijindon until all his little fortune was dissipated. Dr. Johnson, who now made 
his acquaintance and liked him, said that "Collins had many projects in his 
head." None of them came to anything, and it is probable that the poet's irre- 
solution was already the consequence of mental disease. His Odes, a slender 
volume containing the most splendid of his productions, appeared in the winter 
of 1746-47. It was not bought, and Collins, in a fit of anger, burned the 




remaining copies. After the death of Thomson, Collins published, in June 1748, a 
singularly beautiful monody on that event. In 1749, after having wasted all his 
substance, and tasted the bitterness of poverty, Collins inherited from an uncle a 
sum of money "which," as Johnson says, "he could hardly think exhaustible, and 
which he did not live lo cxhausL" He withdrew to Chichester, where he wrote, in 
1 750, his Ode on the Popular Superstitions of the Highlands, which was posthumously 
printed in 1 78S. He also wrote an Ode on the Music of the Grecian Theatre, which has 
unhappily been lost. He now settled down to write a History of the Revival of 
Learning, but the malady which had long threatened hira now definitely attacked him. 
Terrified by the overshadowing of his intellect, Collins closed his books and tried lo 
forget his ajixieties by travelling in France. Nothing, however, stayed the progress of 




Cbicheater Cathedral in the Eighteenth Ceiitur7 



the disease. His symptoms were originally those, not so much of madness, as of 
"general laxity and feebleness," but during a visit lo Oxford in 1754 the malady took 
a gloomier character. For the next five years he lingered at Chichester, under the 
care of his sister, hopelessly insane, but with glimmerings of sanity, since in 1756 he 
corrected his eariy eclogues for republication in the following year. Towards the last, 
however, his condition became terrible, and he filled the cloisters of the cathedral with 
his shrieks and moanings. He died at Chichester on the i?th of June 1759. Gilbert 
White, who knew him at college, says that Collins was " of a light and clear com- 
plexion, with grey eyes, so very weak at times as hardly lo bear a candle in the room." 
According to Johnson, "his morals were pure and his opinions pious." A few friends 
were much attached to him; but it is evident from all tradition that the beautiful 
light of the genius of CoUins burned within a very feeble and inefficient ph)'sical 
framework. 
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Collins' "Ope to Evening." 

If aught of oaten stop, or pastoral song, 

May hope, chaste eve, to soothe thy modest ear, 

Like thy own solemn springs, 

Thy springs, and dying gales, 

O nymph reserved, while now the bright-haired sun 
Sits in yon western tent, whose cloudy skirts, 

With brede ethereal wove, 

O'erhang his wavy bed : 

Now air is hushed, save where the weak-eyed bat 
With short, shrill shriek, flits by on leathern wing ; 

Or where the beetle winds 

His small but sullen horn, 

As oft he rises 'midst the twilight path. 
Against the pilgrim borne in heedless hum : 

Now teach me, maid composed, 

To breathe some softened strain, 

"WTiosc numbers, stealing through thy darkening vale, 
May, not unseemly, with its stillness suit, 

As, musing slow, I hail 

Thy genial loved return ! 

F*or when thy folding star arising shows 
His paly circlet, at his warning lamp 

The fragrant hours, and elves 

Who slept in flowers the day, 

And many a nymph who wreathes her brow with sedge 
And sheds the freshening dew, and, lovelier still. 

The pensive pleasures sweet 

Prepare thy shadowy car. 

Then lead, calm votaress, where some sheety lake 
Cheers the lone heath, or some time-hallowed pile. 

Or upland fallows grey 

Reflect its last cool gleam. 

But when chill blustering winds, or driving rain, 
Forbid my willing feet, be mine the hut. 

That from the mountain's side, 

Views wilds, and swelling floods. 

And hamlets brown, and dim-discovered spires ; 
And hears their simple bell, and marks o'er all 

Thy dewy fingers draw 

The gradual dusky veil. 

While spring shall pour his showers, as oft he wont. 
And bathe thy breathing tresses, meekest eve ! 

While summer loves to sport 

Beneath thy lingering light ; 




i the son of a butcher at ] 
of November 1721, In his infano- in-, 
father's cleaver fell upon liis foiH, pro- 
ducing a lifelong lameness, of whirii 
he iiad afterwards the weakness 10 be 
ashamed, as a sign of his low bi'rtli. 
He showed an early precocity, anil 
his Kir/wtfiff (written in 1737) was tlie 
earliest poem in which tht- &tj>ri/a of 
Spenser was revived. All Akcnside's 
[joelic work of merit belongs to his 
youth ; his Pleasures of fmaginalion 
were published in 1744; his OJet in 
1745. By the age of five-and-twenty 
he was practically dead as a poet ; l>ui 
he lived long .afterwards as a highly 
successful doctor of medicine. From 
iwards he was principal pbysi- 
lian to Christ's Hospital, and enjoyeJ 
all the honours of the medical profes- 
sion uniil his rather sudden death 
from fever on tlie 23rd of Jum.- 1770. 
Akeuside was a very arrogant man, 
pom])ous, and devoid of all sense of 
humour; "he looked as if he could 
never Iw undrt'ssed." He wore a lar^e white wij; and carried a long sword ; he terrified 
the patients al the hospital liy the severity of his " p;ile, strumous countenance." He 
was accused "f ordering the out-patients to he swept from l)efore him with brooms by 
tlie hospital servants. He was, however, a learned and ■■sagacious" lecturer, .niid 
he iireser\"od lM>th in ]>oetry and science a dignified austerity. 
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Akk-'^siuk's "Oi>k ( 



s'ST Glokv" (1747) 



Come then, tell inc. saye divine, 
Is it an offcnte 10 own 
Thai our boswiis e'er incline 
Toward immortal Glory >. throne? 
For "ith mc nor pomp nor pleasure, 
Bourbon's minht, liragaiiiui's treasure 
So can Fancy's dream rejoice, 
So conciliate Reason's choice, 
one approving word of her impartial v 
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If to spum at noble praise 
Be the passport to thy heaven, 
Follow ihou those gloomy 
No such law to me was given : 
Nor, I trust, shall J deplore m 
Faring like my friends before 
Nor an holier place desire 
Than Timoleon's arms acquin 
And Tully's curule chair, and .Mi 



iys[ 




Christ's HospiUl in the Eig:bUeatb Centnry 

From 1740 to 1760 the Thomsonian ;ind tlic Graian itiflii(.-iices were pre- 
dominant. About the latter date there was a relapse into something of the 
old Jesuit precision. In Churchill and his companions, regardless of the 
more solemn and Latin satire which Johnson had been ctiltivaling, a return 
was made to the lighter and more primitive forms which Pope had used. 
For a moment the sombre romantic school seemed swept out of existence, 
but the popularity of the savage couplets of Churchill was brief. All that 
was left of the reaction was soon seen in the modified classicism of Gold- 
smith, with its didactic couplets as smooth and as lucid as Pope's, its 
humanity and grace, its simplicity and picturesque sweetness. In the 
Deserted Village {1770) we have the old kind of starched poetry at its very 
best, and at its latest, since after Goldsmith the movement which had begun 
with Pope ceased to possess any real vitality. 

Charles Churchill (1731-1764) was the son of a curate in Westminster, where he 
was bom in February 1731. He was a riotous boy, and a youth who failed at both 
universities. At the age of seventeen he made a reckless marriage, in 1753 he became 
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756. He came up lo London in 
1758, and his life becamt; a 
tissue of rowdy irregularities, 
III 1761 he published anony- 
mously the first of his poems, 
The Rosciad, a satire on the 
artors of his time. ThU 
enjoying an amazing success, 
Churchill flung his cassock 
to the winds, and adopted 
verse-writing as a profession. 
! >uring the next three years 
lie published an incredible 
number of violent personal 
satires, most of which were 
highly successful, since people 
"liked lo see the bludgeon's 
dint, when Churchill wrote." 
He threw himself with vehe- 
mence into the cause of 
U iikcs, whom he followed to 
ilcuIogne-sur-Mcr in October 
1 7(i4. Here he caught a 
lever, and died on the 4th of 
November. In the hour of 
Churchill's highest popularity 
Johnson saw through him, 
and said that he was a tree 
The image admirably suits tiie 



I 



The close of Ihis central period of the ei,;;htcentli century was stilted and 
inefficient in poetry. The rigidity of trie classical system, now outworn 
after the exercise of one hundred years and more, strangled thought and 
expression, and forced those who desired to write to use mere centos ot 
earlier and freer masters. The elegiac ^cIlOol had lasted but a very few 
years ; its successes are dated almost exclusively between 1742 and 1760. 
The new poetic feeling, however, never fell into complete desuetude, for at 
the very moment when Gray and Yoiuig were becoming silent, several new- 
forces asserted themselves, all moving in the direction of reform in taste. 
Of these the earliest was the revelation, between 1760 and 1763, of the 
mysterious paraphrases of Ossian ; in 1765 Bishop Percy issued his Reliques 
of primitive English poetry ; in 1770 the untimely death of Chatterton' 
revealed an extraordinary genius of a novel kind; and from 1777 onwards 
Thomas Warton, in his History of Engluh Poetry, was recalling readers to 
masterpieces of art and passion that were not bound down to the rules nor 
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dwarfed by the classical tradition. Of all these elements the least genuine 
was undoubtedly the first mentioned, but it is equally certain that it was the 
strongest The vogue of Ossian through all Europe became immense ; no 
real British writer, not Shakespeare himself, enjoyed the respect of Europe 
so universally as the shadowy Ossian did at the close of the eighteenth 
century. Critics of high position gravely discussed the relative magnitude of 
Homer and of the author of Fingal^ and by no means invariably gave the 
crown to the Greek. The key to the extraordinary success of these Cale- 
donian forgeries is, that they boldly offered to release the spirit of Europe 
from its pedagogic bondage. No one, not even Goethe, was anxious to 
inquire too closely concerning the authority of fragments which professed to 
come to us from an extreme antiquity, tinged with moonlight and melancholy, 
exempt from all attention to the strained rules and laws of composition, dimly 
primitive and pathetically vague, full of all kinds of plaintive and lyrical 
suggestiveness. When Napoleon in 1804 desired to give the highest possible 
praise to a new, modern, brilliantly emancipated, literary production, he 
could find no better epithet for it than "vraiment Ossianique." And this 
suggests in what light we have to regard MacPherson's forgeries, so irritating 
to our cultivated taste in their bombastic pretentiousness. It was not what 
they were that fascinated Europe, it was what they suggested, and the 
product is what we read in Goethe, Byron, Chateaubriand. 

From Goldsmith's "Deserted Village." 

Sweet was the sound, when oft at evening's close 
Up yonder hill the village murmur rose ; 
There, as I past with careless steps and slow, 
The mingling notes came softened from below ; 
The swain responsive as the milkmaid sung, 
The sober herd that lowed to meet their young ; 
The noisy geese that gabbled o'er the pool, 
The playful children just let loose from school ; 
The watchdog's voice that bayed the whispering wind 
And the loud laugh that spoke the vacant mind ; 
There all in sweet confusion sought the shade, 
And filled each pause the nightingale had made. 

But now the sounds of population fail. 
No cheerful murmurs fluctuate in the gale, 
No busy steps the grass-grown footway tread, 
For all the bloomy flush of life is fled. 
All but yon widowed, solitary thing. 
That feebly bends beside the plashy spring ; 
She, wretched matron, forced in age, for bread, 
To strip the brook with mantling cresses spread, 
To pick her wintry faggot from the thorn, 
To seek her nightly shed, and weep till mom ; 
She only left of all the hannless train, 
' The sad historian of the pensive plain. 




Thomas Chatterton (1752-1770) was the posthumous son of a writing-tnaster 
and "sub-chaunter" in Bristol, where he was born, in extremely indigent circumstances, 
on the 20th of November 1752. His mother kept a small dame's school, close to the 
church of St. Maty Redcliffe. Curiously 
enough, although Chatterton was to 
become the very type of precocious 
maturity, while a little child he w^as dull 
and backward ; he could scarcely be 
(.lught his letters, and " a fear wa: 
aroused that he was deficient in intellect' 
At the age of eight a sudden change 
i'l'ik placi.', and he began to read from 
I'l.iftiing to night ; in this year, 1761 
'" I aiue a scholar at Colston's Hospital, 
tiic iJlue-Coat School of Bristol. Here 
Chauerlon remained for seven years, 
Ibrming few friendships, living apart 
from the other boys, and cultivating in 
the great church of St. Mary — "that 
wonder of mansions," as he called it 
— a passion for all the neglected arts 
of liie Middle Ages. In his mother's 
house were various medieval parch- 
ments without value, which had been 
stolen from the church, and others rcn 
not known exactly at what date he began to hoanl 
writing, and then to imitate it. Quite in early boy- 
mp of imaginary fifteen lb -century figures, clustered 
around a Thomas Rowley, priest and poet, and a William Canynge, merchant of 
lirisHjl, In illustration of the adventures of tliesu dream -personages, Chatterton l>egan 
to write pro.se and poetry in what he believed to be Early or Middle English. Extra- 
ordinary as it seem.s, there is no doubt that a great part of this complicated design had 
taken shape in his brain, without help or suggestion from a single associate, before 
Chatterton was eleven years of age. He was not twelve when he showed the MS. 
of his eclogue of Elinour and Juga to a friend. Not until 1767, however, did he 
begin to circulate his forgeries among aduU persons, professing that he had found these 
writings in the muniment room of St. Mary Redcliffe. They were accepted by the 
antiquaries of Uristol with greedy credulity, and Chatterton continued to produce more 
and more " Rowley " papers. The best of these belong to the year 1 768, when the 
poet was between fifteen and sixteen. He sent some copies, however, to Horace 
W'alpole, who submitted them to Gray, and Gray instantly pronounced them forgeries. 
In 1 769 the restless and unhappy boy formed the design of coming up to London to 
try his fortune as a journalist. He had been apprenticed in 1767 to an attorney, but 
he got his indentures cancelled, and in April 1770 he arrived in town. At first he 
obtained a little ill-paid work as a political writer, but the death of Beckford in June 
closed this source of revenue. He now produced a very lively burietla, The Revengt, 
for which he received five guineas, but these were soon exhausted. He found himself 
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left carelessly within his reach, 
these documents, to puzzle ovi 
hood, howe\er, he had create 
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A page from the Rowley Forgeries 



alone, fate to face with starvation, and to end his intolerable miseries he drank arsenic 
on the night of the a4th of August 1770, being Beventeen years and ten months of 
aye, and the most eMraordinary genius of his years whom ihe world has ever seen. 



From CHArrKRTON's "^.lla." 

First .MinslrtL 
The budding floweret blushes M ihc light ; 

The meads are sprinkled wilh ihc yellow hue \ 
In daisied mantles is the mountain dighi ; 

The slim young cowslip bendeth with Ihc dew ; 
The trees enleaftd into heaven straughl, 
When gentle winds do blow, lo whistling din are brought 

The evening comes and brings the dew along ; 

The ruddy welkin shecneth to ihc eync j 
Around the ale-slake minstrels sing the song ; 

Young ivy round the doorpost dolh entwine i 
1 lay me on ihe grass ; yet to my will. 
Albeit all is fair, there lackelh something still. 

Si\oiui .ItlHsIre/. 
Sn Adam thought, what time, in Paradise, 

All heaven and earth did homage to his mind. 
In woman and none else man's pleasaunce lies, 

As instruments of joy are kind with kind. 
Co, take a wife unto thine arms, and see, 
Winter and dusky hills h ill have .i charm for thee. 



'Jhinl MhisliyL 
When Autumn stript and sunburnt doiU appear, 

With his gold hand gilding the fallen leaf, 
Bringing up Winter to fulfil the year, 

Re.iring upon his liack the ripened sheaf ; 
When all the hills with iviiody seed are white ; 
When levin-fires and gleams do meet from fir the sight ;- 

When the fair apples, red as even-sky, 

Do bend the tree unto the fruitful ),'rcmnd ; 

When juicy pears and lierries of black dye 
Do dance in air and call the eyes an.und ; 

Then, Ije it evening foul or evening fair, 

Mcthinks my joy of heart is shadowed wilh some care. 



'J"herc w.is nil lunscious rcijellioii aL;ainst fashion in the sentimental William 
Shenstone (1714 1763)^ yet his artifice and graces were links in the transition of stylo. 
He is reniomlx-rud lor the fantastic litde estate of I/.-asowes, in Salop, where he devoted 
the whole iif his leisure in dreams of h.iw best '■ to diversify his surface, to entant;le his 
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wallcs, and to wind his waters." The smoothness and the sentimentality of the eighteenth 
century reach their acme in Shenstone, to whom 
his own words may be applied : — 

'Tis his with mock passion to glow, 
'Tls his in smooih tales to unfold 

How her face is as bright as the snow, 
And her bosom, be sure, is as cold ; 

iltyo! the nighiingalcs labour the strain. 
With the notes of his charmer to vie j 

How ihey vary tlieir accents in vain. 
Repine at her triumphs, and die. 

Shenstone's most ambitious poem, T/ie School- 
mistress, appeared in 1742 ; the Pastoral Ballad 
(from which two stanzas have just been iiuoled) 
in 1743. He died at the I,easowes, of a fever, 
on the iilh of February 1763. A figure of a 
totally different kind was Christopher Smart (1722-1770), in whose case the iiainful 
discipline of the age was loosened by nothing less than mental disease. He was born 
at Shipboume on April 11, 1722, and at the age of seventeen became a scholar of 
Pembroke College. He was later a fellow, and held several college ofTiccs, but became 
increasingly unbearable, until, in 1751, he "set out for Uedlam." This was the earliest 
of many attacks of insanity, in the course of one of which (about 1 762) Johzison visited 
him and prayed with him. It was in the asylum that Smart wrote his Hong to David, 
which was published in 1763; this extraordinary production is bis one claim to 
immortality. It is incoherent, vague and distracted, but it is full of astonishing 
audacities and beauties; of which these are 
examples taken almost at random : — 

The wealthy crops of whitening rice 
'-Hongst thyinc woods and groves of spice, 

For Adoration grow ; 
And marshall'd in the fenced land. 
The peaches and pomegranates stand, 

Where wild carnations blow. 

For Adoration ripening canes. 
And coco's purest milk detains 

The western pilgrim's staff; 
Where rain in clasping boughs inclos'd. 
And vines with oranges dispos'd. 

Embower the social laugh. 

For Adoration, without match, 
The scholar bullfinch aims to catch 

The soft flute's ivory touch j 
And, careless, on the haiel spray, Christopher Smart 

The danng redbreast keeps at bay 

The damsel's greedy clutch. ^f'"- " /'■'«™" h Old Crcmi 

Two disinterested lovers of our old n^lecled poetry, who did much to revive the 





U'inc'huslyr, and L'dilor of Pope. Tluiii 
from itSi to tin; time of liis duuili, hut 
he k lK.'St renifmljered in (.■(innwlinii 
wilh tiie Jlist.iry of English I'oilry, 
on wliii.h lie «as occupied for many 
years. This was not comiileicil ; 
the List instahnent appeared in 17.S1, 
witli the promise of a final volume 
which was never issued. Hoth the 
Wartons and I'ercy were intimate "iili 
])r. Johnson, and foriiied part of ills 
circle 

James MacPherson (1736- 
I7<j6). with whose name that of Ossi.w 
is inevitahly connected, was a Higli- 
landc-r, who was born at Kingussie on 
the 27tli of October 1736. He was 
educated at his parish school and at 
Aberdeen, perhaps at Edinburgh also ; 
he came north again to be a scliooi- 
master at Ruthven, There can he no 



Dr. Thomas Percy (1729-1811) «« 

b<jm at Bridgenorlh 1 
13th of April 1739. He wa* 1 
educated al Christ Church, 1 
0.\ford, and from boyhocid 1 
was destined for the Church. 1 
lie became Dean of Carlisle^ 1 
jml for the last thirty yeanj 
of his life was Bishop of 1 
Droniore. Ho dabbled early J 
id Icelandic but | 
settled down 10 the stuc 
of ICarly English. Hts famoiu 
Reiiiiues of Amieni . 
Pixtry appeared in thrte voI> 
7G5, and was a 
lonoidtrable factor in the <le- 
1 elopmcnt of taste. ThoOUS 
WartOn(i;a8-i7vci)w3salKi _ 
,1 clergyman, but of a mot&J 
.Kademie type. He WongcdT 
to a family of poets and anil- 1 
pfaa] 
.ford professor of poetry (rf 
name (1687-1745), 
His brother was Joseph WartOT 
(i7:.'-rS=ot. he.,dmas.er of 
in Verse, and was noel-kureaie 
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rtasonable doubt that he did collect geniiine snatches of ancient Gaelic song, and that 
he was encouraged by several cultivated friends to travel through the Highlands in 
1759 in search of more. In 1760 he printed anonymously his FragiMiiU of A tuUnt 
Gaelic I'oetry, and in 1761 an epic, in six IkioIcs, called Fingal, which he professed to 
have translated from Ossian. To this day it is undecided what were the exact 
materials which MacPherson used. Neither in the cases mentioned, n<ir in that of 
his Ti'iiora (1763), could he Iw indueed to display his Cladic originals. This led to 
his l}eins accused of sheer forgery, and Dr. Johnson openly charged him with inv 
l»osture. He replied that he copied thi: poetry of 0^stan " from old MSS.,' Inii ihtse 
he obstinately declined to pro- 
duce. Johnson declared the 
whole thin;.,' to Iw "another 
proof of Scotch conspiracy 
in national falsehood." liul 
modern criticism has not dis- 

liigh-liundedness. It is now 
icriain that Gaelic poetry attri 
huted to or connected with 
Ossian <>r Oisin had been 
known in the Highlands ol 
Scotland since the sixteenth 
century, and it is further cer 
lain that some of Mael'herson's 
" translations " coincide with 
•jenuine Gaelic tradition. Tht: 
original text, as it was called, 
of Ossian's poems, never forth- 
coming in MacPherson's life, 
was at last published in 1818. 
but it only made the darkness 
denser, f()r in large measure 
it was found to consist of 
MacPherson translated back 
into modern Gaelic, with ad- 
mixture of fragments which were jirnhably ^lul 
It has been noted that in authentic t^ehie romane 
the Ossianic, are never mingled, but that this is m<: 
the whole, it is probable that Macl'herson was i 
but of copious fragments orally preserved, that he did 
incoherency, and that he set himself to build around 
narrative, counting upon the credulity of his readi 
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itly done by Macl'h^-rM.n. On 
issession, not indeed of MSS., 
not c-hoosL- I.I admit their 
them a fictitious " epical " 
im% once started diis jxirtial 
deception, he could never venture to withdraw his broad statements, and he descended 
to the grave under the stigma of forgery and falsehood. If he had been content to 
tell the plain truth, the great value of his paraphrases and expansions would have 
been mor^ freely acknowledged, and Dr. Johnson need not have provided him- 
self with "a stout oaken plant," nor have spoken of "the menaces of a ruffian." 
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MacPherson continued to lead an adventurous life, but added nothing more of value to 
literature. He took advantage of appointments in Florida and India to amass a com- 
fortable fortune, and for sixteen years he was M.P. for Camelford, in Cornwall. He died at 
Badenoch, an estate which he had bought in his native county of Inverness-shire, on the 
i7lh of February 1796, and was buried — marvellous to relate— in Westminster Abbey. 

The leading incidents < ' ' ' 
lift- have until quite lately 
remained obscure, for 
I'lierson was one of those -j 
men who love myster)' for i 
_ ^^ own sake. 

ANCIENT EPIC POEB 

From "Fingau" 

Son of the chief of gene- ] 
rous steeds ! high-boutidin 
king ol spears. Strong an 
in every perilous toil. Hard ] 
, , ..,-. _- _ ^^_ ])eanilial never yields. Chid J 

M t, )AWC8 MACPnBKSOK. ^^H of the pointed anns of death. ) 

^P ' ■ t^iiijjiu [Mnin. VitB^^H Cut doH-n the foe ; 

^r ^__^_____ C^^B white sail bound round dark \ 

^ HVKT^S^«n^B^^^^ V - iSVB^H^H Inistore. Be thine s 

thunder. Thine eyes hkc fire, I 
thy heart of solid rock, Whirf.J 
round ihy sword as a meteor _ 
at night, and lift thy shield 
like the flame of death. Son 
of the chief of generous 
slccds, cut down the foe; 
destroy, — The hero's heart 
beat hi^jh. Bui Swaran came 

i Willi halllc. He cleft ihe 

Pie I I T B ' uj. V K Dt Ut'tai m ihr Su.n^ shield of Caul in twain ; and 

.. »vivH 'he sons of the desart fled. 

_! _i Now Fingal arose in his 

might, and thrice he reared 
his voice. Cromla answered 
around, and the sons of the desart stood still, — They bent their red faces to earth, 
ashamed ai the presence of Fingal. He came like a cloud of rain in the days of the sun, 
when alow it rolls on the hill, and fields ex])eet the shower, Swaran beheld the terrible 
king of Morvcn, and stopped in the midst of his course. Dark he leaned on bis spear, 
rolling his red eyes around Silent and lall he seemed as an oak on the banks of Lubar, 
which had its branches blasted of old by the lightning of heaven. — It bends over the stream, 
and the gray moss whistles in the wind ; so stood the king. His thousands pour around 
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, and the darkness of battle gathers on the hill. 



The greatest literary discovery, however, of the middle of the eighteenth 
century was the novel. In late years criticism has dwelt more and more 
seriously on the position of those who practically created the most entertain- 
mg and the most versatile of all the sections of modern literature. With due 
respect to the writers of fiction from the sixteenth century down to Defoe 
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and Marivaux, it was in the year 1740 that the European novel, as we 
understand it, began to exist. The final decay of the theatre led to the 
craving on the part of English readers for an amusement which should be to 
them what the seeing of comedies had been to their parents, and of tragedies 
to their grand-parents. The didactic plays of such writers as Lillo, who lived 
until 1739, were practically the latest amusements of the old school of play- 
goers, who were weary of drama, weary of the old pompous heroic story, 
of chronicles of pseud- 
Atalanlic scandal, of the 
debased picaresque ro- 
mance. Something en- 
tirely new was wanted to 
amuse the jaded mind of 
Europe, and that new 
thing was invented by 
the fat little printer of 
Salisbury Court. Samlel 
Richardson conceived 
what Taine has called the 
"roman anti-romanesque," 
the novel which dealt 
entirely with a realistic 
study of the human heart 
set in a frame of contem- 
porary middle-class man- 
ners, not in any way 
touched up or heightened^ 
but depending for the in- 
terest it excited solely on ' 
its appeal to man's interest 
in the mirrored face of 




Samuel Richardson 

'Ae Porlrail (y Sfuut'i Chaa. 



It was a particularly 
fortunate thing that in 
this far-spreading work of 
Richardson's he was accompanied by several writers who were almost his 
coevals, who were not subjugated by his prestige, but each of whom pushed 
on the same important reform in a province peculiarly favourable to 
himself. In considering the first great blossoming of the English novel, 
we find that a single quarter of a century included all the great novels of 
the age, and that Richardson was neither imitated nor over-shadowed, 
but supported by such wholly original fellow-labourers as Fielding, Smollett, 
Sterne, and Goldsmith. Each of our first five novelists presented a gift of 
his own to the new-born infant, prose fiction, and we must now consider 
what these gifts were. 
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What was Richardson's addition to literature may be described in i 
condensed form as a combination of art in the progress of a narrative, fore 
in the evolution of pathos, and morality founded upon a profound study 
conduct. Of the group, he was the one who wrote least correctly ; Kichardsura 
as a pure man of letters, is the inferior, not merely of Fielding and Stemtj 
but of Smollett, He knows no form but the tedious and imperfect artiticl 
of a series of letters. He is oftcs 
without distinction, always withoij 
elegance and wit ; he is pedatitid 
careless, profuse ; he seems to wr'm 
for hours and hours, his wig throw 
over the back of a chair, his stocks 
ings down at heei. But the ^caS 
dents of his life and temperament 
had inducted him into an extras 
orduiary knowledge of the femate 
heart ; while his imagination peM 
mitted him to clothe the common>j 
place reflections of very ordinary^ 
people in fascinating robes of simple 
fancy. He was slow of speech aodl 
lengthy, but he had a magic gift 
which obliged every one to listen 
to him. 

The minuteness of Richardson's 
observations of common life added 
extremely to the pleasure which his 
novels j^ave to readers weary of the 
vagueness, the empty fustian of the 
heroic romances. His pages ap- 
pealed to the instinct in the human mind which delights to be told over again, 
and told in scrupulous detail, th[it which it knows already. His readers, 
encouraged by his almost oily partiality for the moral conventions, gave 
themselves up to him without suspicion, and enjoyed each little triviality, 
each coarse touch of life, each prosaic circumstance, with perfect gusto, 
sure that, however vulgar they might be, tliev would lead up to the triumph 
of virtue. What these readers were really assisting at was the triumph of 
anti-romantic realism. 
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a quiet and inofFensive ma 
use of Monmouth, lo reti 



9-1761) was the son of a London joiner, who, though 
" thought it wise, after expressing sympathy with the 
to Derbyshire, wtiere, at a place and exact date 
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uncertain, his son Samuel was bom in 1689. As a little boy he was very grave 
and earnest, preferred the society of women, and, characteristically, earned his first 
money by composing letters for people who could not write for themselves. His 
lather was too poor lo give him the necessary education to study for the Church, which 
was his obvious career. Throughout his life Richardson suffered from the in- 
sufficiency of his early training. In 1 706 he was apprenticed to a printer in London, 
was a long while serving as a diligent compositor and press corrector, and 
finally, in 1 719, was able to start in 
business for himself in Fleet Streut, 
and then in Salisbury Court. Speak(;r 
Onslow employed him to print (he 
Journals of the House of Commons. 
He slowly prospered, and indulged 
in a handsome brick house at North 
End, Fulham. Meanwhile, in 1739, 
some publishers, conscious of his episto- 
lary faciliiy, persuaded him to compose 
a collection of Familiar Letters, to be 
issued as a guide to the illiterate. He 
undertook this task, presently bethought 
him of a chain of incidents and a moral 
purpose, and in 1740-41 produced, in 
four volumes, and as a separate work, 
what is usually called the first English 
novel of manners, Pamela; or. Virtue 
Rewarded. This work, or at least the 
earlier instalment of il, enjoyed a great 
popularity, but Richardson was slow 
in following it up. His next book, 
Clarissa ; or, The History of a Young 
Lady, did not appear until 1747-48, 
and of this novel, a production vastly 
superior in conception and execution lo 
Pamela, the success was extraordiriary. The strangest legends are on record to exemplify 
the hysterical anxiety with which most women and some men followed the slowly 
developed fortunes of so much "merit and innocence and bijauty." A still more 
complicated study of modem life followed in 1754 in the shape of the adventures of 
the incomparable Sir Charles Grandison. This was the apogee of Richardson's 
career. Extremely famous, and the centre of a choir of adoring women, he slackened 
the activity of his business, was elected Master of the Stationers' Comiwny, and 
moved to a house at Parson's Green. He wrote no more books, but continued to 
attend in a measure to his business as a printer, and rebuilt his premises at Salisbury 
Court on a handsomer scale. He died of apoplexy, with which he had long been 
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llhistration by Stothard to "Clarissa" 

Ricliardson remainec! a tradesman. Hl- 
writing lung epistles to his "dearest ladie 



liucn, down-looking eyes. In that 
age, when sufcessful authors cftsilf 
took the fashionable world by storm, 
as hiippiest with his pen in his hand, 
' the younger of whom became at last 
t they called him in return their "dear papa." Of his correspondents 
the most enthusiastic and the most voluminous was a certain I.ady Bradshaigh, to 
whom wc owe much of our knowledge of the excellent little moralist. It should be 
jyointed out that in each of his novels Richardson employs the form of letters, the only 
one in which he was at ease, for the evolution of his story. 

I am just returned from attending the afflicted parents in an effort iheymade to se« the 
corpse of their beloved child. They had requested my company, and that of the good 
Mrs. Norton. A last leave, the Mother said, she fnus: uke. 

An e^ori, however, it was, and no more. The moment they came in sight of the coffin, 
before the lid could be put aside : " O rny dear," said the Father, retreating, " 1 cannot. 
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1 find I cannot, bear it 1 Had I— Had I— Had I never been hard-hearted !" Then 
turning round to his La.dy, he had but just time to catch her in his arms, and prevent her 
sinking on the floor. " O my dearest life '. " said he, " this is too much ! too much indeed ! 
Let us, let us reiire." Mrs. Norton, who (aitracied by the awful receptacle) had but just 



!" cried the unhappy parent, 
^ hence 1 O my child, my child ! My 



left the good lady, hastened to her. "Dear, den 
flinging her arms about her neck ; "bear me, benr 1 
own Clarissa Hartowe ! Thou pride of 
my life so lately ! Never, never more 
must I behold thee!" 

I supported the unhappy father. 
Mrs. Norton the sinking mother, into 
the next parlour. She threw herself 
on a settee there, he into an elbow- 
chair by her ; the good woman al her 
feet, her arms clasped round her 
waist. The two mothers, as I may 
call them, of my beloved cousin, thus 
tenderly engaged. What a variety of 
distress in these woful scenes 1 

Veiy different in kind, though 
of equal value to hterature, is the 
gift lo his generation of Henry 
Fielding, whose Joseph Andmvs 
in 1742 succeed!) so oddly to the 
Pamela of 1740-41. He also set 
out to copy human nature faith- 
fully and minutely,, but his view 
of life was more eclectic than that 
of Richardson. A much greater 
writer, in his own virile way one 
of the most skilful of all manipu- 
lators of English, he is saved by 
his wider learning and experience 
from the banality of Richardson. As Sir Leslie Stephen has well said, 
Fielding, more than any other writer, gives the very form and pressure 
of the eighteenth century. He is without the sensibility of Richardson, 
which he disdained ; his observation of the movements of the heart is 
more superficial ; he cannot probe so deeply into the fluctuating thoughts 
of woman. He has the defects of too great physical health ; he is 
impatient of the half-lights of character, of nervous impressionability. 
He can spare few tears over Clarissa, and none at all over Clementina ; 
he laughs in the sunshine with Ariosto. He also is a moralist, but of 
quite another class than Richardson ; he is pitiful of the frailties of 
instinct, sorry for those who fall from excess of strength. Hence, while 
Richardson starts the cloistered novel of psychology, of febrile analysis, 
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Fielding takes a nianli 
^idventurous side. 

The various qualities of Fieldi 




hopes, and passions. Fielding in each of his 



to successive advantage in 
Joseph Andreivs with its 
profuse humour, \\\ Jonathan 
117/*/ with its cynical irony, 
in Amelia with its tenderness 
and sentiment ; but it is in 
Tom Jones that the full force 
<if the novelist is revealed. 
Tliis was the lirst attempt 
made by any writer to depict 
ill its fulness the life of a 
normal man, without help 
from extraordinary condU 
lions or events, without any 
olher appeal to the reader 
than that made simply to 
his interest in a mirror ol 
his own affections, frailties, 
■orks, hut in Tom Jotus pre- 
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Richardson reading the MS. of "Sir Charles GrandisOD" to his friends 
eminently, is above all things candid and good-humoured. He is a lover 
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of morals, but he likes them to be sincere ; he has no palliation for their 
rancid varieties. He has his eye always on conduct ; he is keen to observe 
not what a man pretends or protests, but what he does, and this he records 
to us, sometimes with scant respect for our susceptibilities. But it has been 
a magnificent advantage for English fiction to have near the head of it a 
writer so vigorous, so virile, so devoid of every species of affectation a:id 
hypocrisy. In all the best of our later novelists there has been visible a strain 
of sincere manliness which comes down to them in direct descent from Fielding, 
a:id which it would be a thousand pities for English fiction to relinqnish. 




The Tomb of Henry Fielding at L 



Henry Fielding (1707-1754) was the eldest of llic five cliildrcri of Lii.'ulLTanl 
Edmund Fielding and his wife Sarah Gtiuld, of Kast Stour, in Dorsetshire; the 
novelist was bom on the land of .April 1707, at Sharpham I'ark, the house of his 
grandfather, Sir Henry Gould. The family resided at ICast Stour until Henry I'iclding 
was eleven ; he went up to Eton, and is said lo have left that school to proceed 
directly to Leyden to study law under " the learned Vitriarius '' in 1 726. Returning 
to Ixindon in 1718, he endeavoured to support himself hy writing for ihe theatres, in 
which he was encouraged by his celchrated kinswoman, I jdy Mary Wortlcy Montagu, He 
produced a large number of burlesques and farces, some of which (in particular Tom 
TSkot^, afterwards The Tragedy of Tragedies, in 1730) enjoyed considerahle success; 
but the plays of Fielding were most of them slight and flimsy, and he did not make 
them his r^ular employment after 1737. In the spring of 1735 Fielding married 
Miss Charlotte Cradock of Salisbury, a lady whose mental and physical characteristics, 
idealised by her lover's fancy, reappear in the portraits of Sophia Western and of .\melia; 
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he had known her for many years. For a short time he kept huuse at East Slour » 
splendid extravagance, and then, " having entirely devoured a little palrii 
up tn London again. The Licensing Act of 1737 put diHiculties in the way tif 
his dramatic projects which he found insuperable, and he dropped his puppet-shows 
for the study of the taw, supporting himself in the meantime by journalism. Fielding 
now for a while worked hard at his profession, and we are told that he assiduously 
attended the Wiltshire sessions. The success of Richardson's Pamela in 1740 drew 
his attention to the possibility of parodying that tale of female virtue rewarded, in a 
fwrallel tale of no less consummate masculine 
virtue, and Joseph Andrews was the result in 
1 741, Richardson was excessivdy angry, and 
for the remainder of Fielding's life continued to 
be his detractor. Fielding now recommended 
for a while his career as dramatist with much 
activity, but with little or no success ; the latest 
of all his plays, of which nearly thirty have 
sur%-i\ed, was The Wtdding Day of 1743. Later 
in the same year Fielding collected in thn-r 
volumes his MiscelJaniet, consisting of poems, 
plays, essays, A Journey from this IVar/J to th( 
Next, and— most important of all — the sinister 
romance oi Afr. JonathaH Wild, which occupied 
the whole of the third volume; this had pro- 
bably been written earlier than Joseph Andrews. 
It was the pretended biography of a notorious 
rogue who had been hanged at Tyburn twenty 
\L-ars before. The biographers of Fielding have 
been unable to follow his career during the 
years. It is thought that his admir- 
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able wife died towards the close of 1743, 
we are told thai "the fortitude with whicli 
he met all the other calamities of life deserted 
him on this most trying occasion." He married 
again, after four years of widowhood ; his 
fe, "an excellent creaiure," had been his first wife's maid, and his only 
jvhen her loss had left him hroken-liearted. Fielding is faintly traced in 
many parts of town and country through these years, and it is thought that the 
I)ukeof liedford and Lord Lyltelton were among those friends whose good-naiure 
enabled him to survive. At last, in the closing days of 1748, he was appointed a 
Justice of ihe I'eace for Westminster, and his worst financial difficulties were over. 
I)uring his retirement Fielding had been writing a novel, which was by this time com- 
plete ; it was published in February 1749 as TheJlisloryofTumJones,aFoundlitis- 
I le had been paid the relatively large price of ^£700 for this book before it had l>een 
published three months; it was universally read and widely imitated at home and 
abroad Fielding was now settled in a house in Bow Street, which was to be his home 
almost to the last. He was eminentiy zealous and successful as .1 magistrate, and set him- 
self to check tlie lawlessness which had invaded the streets of Umdun. In the winter 
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of 1749 he was dangerously ill with an unusually severe attack of the gout, and though he 
recovered, he was probably never quite well again ; in 1751 he seemed to Hurd "a 
poor, emaciated, worn-out rake, whose gout and infirmities have got the belter even of 
his buffoonery," though I-'iclding was at that date only forty-four. He was now writing 
his novel of AmtUa, which was published lute in 1751. Fielding attempted to return 
to journalism, and edited The Cmifit Garden Journal for a few months, under the 
pseudonym of Sir Alexander IJrawcansir. 
In 1753 he, like the rest o\ England, 
was deeply excited over the case of the 
mysterious disappearance of Elizabeth 
Canning, who professed to have been 
kidnapped by gipsies. Fielding entered 
into this queer business with extreme 
gusto, and the latest work he published 
is a favourable exposition of Betty 
Canning's case. But Fielding was now- 
very ill, and his condition was made 
worse by his persistence in staying in 
town 10 break up a notorious gang of 
cui-throats who were infesting London. 
When at last he got away to Bath, his 
iieahh " was reduced to the last ex- 
tremity." He dragged miserably through 
a ver)' severe winter, and spent part of 
the following spring at Fordhook, near 
F.aling, where he had a little house. 
i;ui llie doctors insisted on a warmer 
.■lJm.ile, and in June 1754 Fielding 
started for Lisbon. In \\\i Juurna! of 
ir t'l'iiigf lo Lisbon (1755) he has given 
particulars of the adventures and incon- 
veniences of this expedition, which he 
endured "iili philosophy and courage. 
He- died .11 Lisbon on the Sth of October 
1754, and lies buried in the English 
The reckless generosity and 
the moralists of his own time, 
question that he had something of the wildness of Tom Jones 
: he WLis a man <jf elevatctl and tender feeling, quixotically 
love for his fellow-beings, and always ready to share his last 
than himself. Mr. Austin Dobson's close examination 
cwhat shadowy career has much lessened the scandal with 
lo be accom[)anied. 
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From "Tom Jones." 

The Gothic style of building could produce nothing nobler than Mr. Allworthy's 
house. There was an air of grandeur in it that struck you with awe, and rivalled the 
beauties of the best Grecian architecture ; and it was as commodious within as venerable 
without. 

It stood on the south-east side of a hill, but nearer the bottom than the lop of it, so as 
to be sheltered from the north-easi by a grove of old oaks, which rose above it in a gradual 
ascent of near half a mile, and yet high enough to enjoy a most charming pi ospect of the 
valley beneath. 

In the midst of the grove was a fine lawn, slopiii}; down towards the house, near the 



it of which rose a plentiful spring, gushing i 
t cascade of about thirty feet, not 
carried donn a regular flight of steps but 
tumblmg in a natural fall over the broken and 
mossy stones till it came to the bottom of 
the rock then running off in a pebbi) 
channel that uith many lesser falls winded 
along till It fell mto a lake at the foot of 
the hill about a quarter of a mile below the 
house on the south side and which wis seen 
from every room in the front Out of this 
lake which filled the centre of a beautiful 
plain embelhshed w ith groups of beeches and 
elms and fed with sheep issued a ruer 
that for several miles was seen to meinder 
through an amazing variety of meadows and 
woods till It emptied itself into the sea 
with a large arm of which and an island 
beyond it the prospect was closed 
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A most tragical incident fell out this day 
at sea. While the ship was under sail, but 
making as will appear no great way, a kitten, 
one of four of the feline inhabitants of the 
cabin, fell from the window into the water ; an 
alarm was immediately given to the captain, 
who w.is then upon deck, and received it with 
the utmost concern and many bitter oaths. 

He immediately gave orders to the steersman in favour ol the poor thintf, as he 
called it; the sails were instantly slackened, and all hands, as the phrase is, employed 
to recover the poor animal. I was, I own, extremely surprised at all this ; less 
indeed at the captain's extreme tenderness than at his conceiving any possibility of 
success ; for if puss had had nine thousand instead of nine lives, I concluded they 
had been all lost. The boatswain, however, had more sanguine hopes, for, having 
stript himself of his jacket, breeches, and shirt, he leapt boldly into the water, and 
to my great astonishment in a few minutes returned to the ship, bearing the motionless 
animal in his mouth. 
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By Laurence SterxiC the course of ficlioii was reversed a little way 
towards Addison and Steele in tlie two incomparable books which are his 
k'j>acy to Enjjlish literature. We call Tristram Shandy and A Scntimenlal 
Journey novels, bt'cause we kiiow not what else to call them ; nor is it 
ea^y to deline their fugitive and rare originality. Sterne was not a moralist 
in tliL- mode of Hichardson or of Fielding ; it is to be feared that be was a 
complete ethical heretic ; but he brought to his country as gifts the strained 
laughter that breaks into tears, and the melancholy wit that saves itself by an 
outburst of biitTooucry. He introduced into the coarse and heavy life of the 
eighteenth century elements of daintiness, of persiflage, of moral versatility ; 
he prided himself on the reader's powerlessness to conjecture what was 
coming next. A French critic compared Sterne, most felicitously, lo one of 
the little bronze satyrs of antitjnity in whose hollow bodies exquisite odours 
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were stored. He was carried away by the tumult of his nerves, and it became 
a paradoxical habit with him to show himself exactly the opposite of what 
he was expected to be. You had to unscrew him for the aroma to escape. 
His unseemly, passionate, pathetic life burned itself away at the age of fifty- 
four, only the last eight of which had been concerned with literature. 
Sterne's influence on succeeding fiction has been durable but interrupted. 
Ever and anon his peculiar caprices, his selected elements, attract the imita- 
tion of some more or less analogous spirit. The extreme beauty of his writing 
has aUccted almost all who desire to use English prose us though it were an 
instrument not less delicate than English verse. Nor does the fact that a 




surprising number of his " best passages" were stolen by Sterne from older 
writers militate against his fame, because he always makes sonic little adapta- 
tion, some concession to harmony, which stamps him a master, although 
unquestionably a deliberate plagiarist. This fantastic sentimentalist and 
disingenuous idealist comes close, however, to Richardson in one faculty, the 
value which he extracts trom the juxtaposition of a variety of trifling details 
artfully selected so as to awaken the sensibility of ordinary minds. 

Laurence Sterne (1713-1768) was the second of llie many children of Ensign 
Roger Sterne uf Chudleigh's Foot. He was Iwrn on the 24th of November 17130! 
Clonniel, where the regiment, just returned from Dunkirk, was dislianded. In less 
ihan a year ihe household was uprooted again, and for the next ten years was on the 
incessant move from one Irish barracks to another. In 1723 Sterne was sent to 
school at Halifax, under the protection of some Yorkshire relatives ; he stayed there 
eight years. In the meantime, his father, having tieen run through the body at the 
rock of Gibraltar in a duel about a goose, had retired Co Jamaica " with an impaired 



constitution," and had died there in 1731. Laurence Sterne, still under the care of his 
Yorkshire cousins, was sent to Jesus College, Cambridge. Here he stayed until he took 
his B.A., and then in 1736 went to York to live with his uncle, Dr. Jacques Sterne. 
the archdeacon. He is understood to have " employed his brains " for this " ungrateful 
person," who nevertheless obtained for him, when he took priest's orders in 1738, the 
living of Sutton-in-the- Forest and two small prebends. In 1741 Sterne married Miss 
Elizabeth Lumley, who presently brought him another living, the Vicarage of Still ington. 
He was therefore not ill provided for, and he lived at Sutton for nearly twenty years, 
making "books, painting, fiddling, and shooting his chief amusements." He also, 
having become estranged from his wife, indulged in a long chain of intertwisted flirta- 
tions, some of which were of a singularly indiscreet character. The early career of 
Sterne, however, remains very obscure, and was doubtless very uneventful until he reached 
the age of forty-six, when he was led by we know not what fortunate impulse to write 

Tristram Shandy; the two 
first volumes of ibis book were 
printed in York in 1759, and 
Sterne took them up to London 
to be published early in 1760. 
But he found that the fame 
of them had preceded him, 
and before he had been a day 
in London the lodgings he had 
taken in Pall Mall were be- 
sieged by fashionable callers. 
Sterne instantly became the lion 
of the season. The cause of 
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surpnsmg 1 
)cen overwhelmed by the humour of Tristram 
Luthor of it at dinner to numbers of great 
* moving in the suite of Lord Rocking- 
; rooms as "filling every hour with great people of the first 
who shall most honour me." There seems to have been a 
lat this diabolically daring satirist would hold his contemporaries 
up to ridicule in ensuing volumes of his work, and prominent persons took 
grotesque means of preventing tliis in their individual cases, liishop Warburton is 
said to have gone so far as to send Slerne a purse of gold, although he had never set 
c_vcs on him ; he presently described him to a friend as an " irrecoverable scoundrel.'' 
Meanwhile Sterne was continuing the publication of Tristram Shandy, and begin- 
ning to issue the Sermons of Mr. Y<irid:, which ultimately extended to seven volumes 
(i 760-1769). He did not stay in London too long ; after three months of lionising 
he withdrew to Coxwold, "a sweet retirement " which one of his new fashionable friends 
had given him in 1760, and devoted himself to composition. But his fame and his 
fortune were not able to conceal even from his light-hearted nature the fact that his 
heahh was now seriously impaired. Afteranother brilliant season in London, Sterne was 
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warned that he must not spend the winter in England, and as soon as vols. v. and vi. of 
Tristram were out of the publisher's hands at Christmas 1761, Sterne passed over to 
France. In Paris he found himself the centre of boundless adulation, which delayed him 
until a sharp attack of the lungs obliged him to fly further south. Accordingly he sent 
for his wife and his only childi his daughter Lydia, and then^but it was already July — 
hastened to Toulouse, Here he stayed nearly a year, in pretty good health ; but he 
tired of the place, and insisted on spending thi; winter of 1 763 at Montpellier, which 
did not suit him at all. After a gay bout in Paris, Sterne found himself back in his 
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parsonage of Sutton in the summer of 1764. In October 1765 Sterne started upon 
that Sentimental Journey through France and lt<ily, which is the subject of the most 
charming of his books (published in 1768}; he did not get back till July 1766, In 
1767 a ninth volume brought Tristram Shandy to an end, though not lo a close, for it 
remains unfinished. The Eliza of the posthumous Letltrs from Yorick to Eliza, 1775, 
now occupied a great deal of Sterne's attention. This was Mrs. Draper, the widow of 
an Indian merchant, with whom he carried on a \-iolent sentimental flirtation. She 
returned to India, and Sterne, with his daughter Lydia, now "an elegant accomplished 
little slut," went to Coxwold for the autumn and winter of 1767. He came back as 
usual to London, but he had long been dying of consumption, and the end came rather 
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suddenly on the i8th of March 1 7C8, over a shop In Old Bond Street. Hiscorpse 
was neglected by the hired watchers, and, although buried in the yard of St. George's, 
Hanover Square, is said to have been stolen by body-snatchers, who sold it to the 
Cambridge Professor of Anatomy. Of the temperament of 3terne, no better 
summary can be given than is provided by himself, when, after describing some 
misfortune, he says : " But I'll lay a guinea that in half-an-hour I shall be as merry 
as a monkey, and forget it all." 




Illuatnition by RowbndsOD to Sterne's "Sentimental Journey" 



lelancholy m^ws of niy 
riding post from Calais 



From "Tristram Shanov." 

When my Father received the letter which brouyiii him the 
brother Bobby's death, he was busy calculating the expense of hli 
to Paris, and so on to Lyons. 

'Twasamost inauspicious journey, my Father having had every fool of it to travel over 
again, and his calculation to begin afresh, when he had almost got to the end of it, hy 
Obadiah's opening the door to inform him the family was out of yeast, and lo ask whether 
he might no: take the great coach-horse early in the morning, and ride in searrh of some. 
" With all my heart, Obadiah," said my Father, pursuing his journey, "lake ihc coach- 
horse, and welcome." "But he wants a shoe, poor creature," said Obadiah. "Poor 
creature," said my Uncle Toby, vibrating the note back again like a string in unison. 
" Then take the Scotch horse," quoth my Father hastily. " He cannot bear a saddle upon 
his back," quoth Obadiah, "for the whole world." "The Devil's in that horse ; then take 
Patriot," cried my Father, and shut the door. " Patriot is sold," said Obadiali. " Here's 
for you 1" cried my Father, making a pause, and looking in my Uncle Toby's face as if the 
thing had not been a matter of fact. " Your worship ordered mc to sell him last April," 
said Obadiah. " Then go on foot for your pains," cried my Father. " I had much rather 
walk than ride," said Obadiah, shutting the door. 

" What plagues ! " cried my Father, going on with his calculation. " Hut the waters are 
out," said Obadiah, opening the door again. 

VOL. 111. X 
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From "A Sentimental Journey." 

iwn my first sensations, as soon as I was left solitary and alone in my own chamber 
: far ft-oni being so flattering as 1 had prefigured ihcni. I walked up 
gravely lo the window in ray 
dusiy black coat, and looking 
through the glass saw all the 
world in yellow, blue, and 
green, running at the ring of 
pleasure. The old wiih broken 
lances, and in helmets which 
had lost their vi/ards ; the 
young in armour bright, which 
shone like gold, beplunu-d with 
each gay feather of (he east ; 
all, all lihing at il, like fas- 
cinated knights in toumamenU 
of yore for fame and lovC 
" Alas t poor Yorick ! " cried I, 
" what art thou doing here ?'" 

If ill Sterne the qualities 
of imagination were height- 
ened, and Ihe susceptibili- 
ties permillt^d to become as 
feverish and neurotic as pos- 
sible, the action of Tobias 
Smollett was absolutely 
the reverse. This rough and 
strong writer was troubled 
with no superfluous refine- 
niLiits of instinct. He de- 
Steme's "Maria" lighted in creating types 

Fnma-<i>ri-i>,.a i-aiUihy H!i,uitaiiia\fonitury °^ eccentric profligates and 

ruftians, and to do this was 
to withdraw from the novel as Richardson, Fielding, and Sterne conceived 
it, back into a form of the picaresque rom;inco. He did not realise what his 
greatest compeers were doing, and when he wrote Roderuk Random he 
avowedly modelled it on Gil Bias, coming, as critics have observed, even 
closer to the Spanish />/,rt^oj spirit than did Li; Sage himself. If Smollett had 
gone no fnrtlier than this, and had merely woven ont of his liead one more 
romance of the picaresque class, we should never have heard of him. But 
his own life, unlike those of his three chief rivals, had been adventurous on 
land and under sail, and he described what he had seen and suffered. Three 
year^ later he published Pcirgriiir PUklc, and just before he died Humphry 
Cli'tkcr, The abundant remainder of his work is negligible, these three books 
alone being worthy of particular recomtnendalion in a sketch of literature so 
summarv as this, 

hi the work of the three greater novelists the element of veracity is very 
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strong, even though in the case of Sterne it may seem concealed beneath a 
variegated alfectation oi manner. In each, however, the main aim, and the 
principal element of originality, u the observation of mankind as it really 
exists. But Smollett was 
not great enough to con- 
tinue this admirable inno- 
vation ; he went back to 
the older, easier method of 
gibbeting a peculiarity and 
exaggerating an exception. 
He was also inferior to his 
rivals in the power of con- 
structing a story, and in his 
rude zeal to " subject folly 
to ridicule, and vice to in- 
dignation," he raced from 
one rough episode to an- 
other, bestowing very little 
attention upon that evolution 
of character which should 
be the essence of successful 
fiction. The proper way to 
regard Smollett is, doubt- 
less, as a man of experience 
and energy, who was en- 
couraged by the success of 
the realistic novel to revive 
the old romance of adven- 
ture, and to give it certain .-i/in-,:,iOr;gi,,.i! iwir.iH/'^i.iioi i'^ ii.:iv.:h::,ii7-o 
new features. The violence 

of Smollett is remarkable ; it was founded on a peculiarity of his own temper, 
but it gives his characters a sort of contortion of superhuman rage and set 
grimaces that seem mechanically horrible. When young Roderick Random's 
cousin wishes to tease him, he has no way of doing it short of luinting him 
with beagles, and when it is desired that Mrs. Pickle should be represented as 
ill-tempered, a female like one of the Furies is evoked. But while it is easy to 
find fault with Smollett's barbarous books, it is not so easy to explain why we 
continue to read them with enjoyment, nor why their vigorous horse-play has left 
its mark on novelists so unlike their author as Lever, Dickens, and Charles Reade. 
Scott, too, acknowledged that he was indebted to the methods of Smollett, 
The Scotch novelist's best book, moreover, is his latest, and its genial and brisk 
comicality has done much to redeem the memory of earlier errors of taste. 

Tobias George Smollett (1721-1771) was the youngu-st grandson of Sir James 
Smollett of Bonhill, in Dumbartonshire, a gentleman of wealth and position. Arclii- 
bald Smollett, the father of the novelist, was a " ne'er-do-weel," »lio inhabited a. little 
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house called Datquhum, on ihe Bonhill estate ; and there Tobias was bom in Marclt 
J721. Archibald died in his son's early infancy, and Tobias was brought up by his 
graiidrather. After a short schooling at Dumbarton, he was apprenticed to a medical 
man at Glasgow. Perhaps during this time he also attended the University, for he 
certainly acquired some Latin and Greek. We are told that he was " a restive appten- 
lice and a mischievous stripling." In 1739 he came up to London to seek his fortune, 
with the MS. of his tragedy of 7& Remade in his pocket; but although he saw 
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husband m England. From 1746 to 1748 Smollett made repeated attempts to win 
attention by publishing pamphlets of poetry, mainly of a satirical character ; this was 
not his line. But early in the last-mentioned year he brought out his novel of Roderick 
Random, which he followed in 1751 by Peregrine Pieklf, and in 1753 by Ferdinand, 
Count Fathom. He set himself to imitate the method of Don Quixote and Gil Bias, 
and he introduced innumerable touches of more or less faithful autobiography. Those 
books, and particularly the first two, in spile of or perhaps because of their brutal 
vigour, found instant favour with the public. But Smollett did not abanili);i his interest 
in medicine. In 1750 he 
took his degree of M.D, at 
Aberdeen; but [he life of a 
physician does not seem to , , 

have suited him, and it is 
more than probable [hat his 
eccentric and ferocious man- 
ners did not attract patients. 
He therefore continued to 
cultivate miscellaneous let- 
ters, translating, compiling, 
md arranging. 
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incomitelcncy Smollett had 

boldly exposed, brought an 

action fur libel against him, 

and the novelist was fined 

and imprisoned for three 

months in the King's Bench, 

His pedestrian labours in 

English history brought him 

in a steady income from 1757 

to 1766 ; the general opinion 

of the age is summed up by 

one of Thackeray's characters, 

who says, "Smollett's history 

is more dull, but by no 

means so dangerous as that Illustration by Cruikahank to "Peregrine Pickle" 

of Hume." In 1761 he returned to fiction, with the sad failure of Sir Launcelo. 

Greaves. Early in 1763 his only daughter, the sole being in the world to whom 

Smollett was deeply attached, died, and he and his wife left England, in charge of 

two young ladies of fortune ; (his enabled them to travel with the comfort demanded 

by Smollett's health, which was now seriously failing. He travelled through Italy and 

France without conlenlment or appreciation until the spring of 1765, and in the 

following year he published his curious Travels, in which he said many things about 

the landscape and a/t of Southern Europe which Sterne very wittily remarked ought to 

have been " reserved for his physician." The worst and least human of his books, the 

horrid /4i»ifnC«^«o/'aM.^/(iw, appeared in 1769. But before this Smollett had discovered 

that the only hope of prolonging his life lay in a flight to the south. In December 1 769, 

therefore, he left tlngland for good, and settled at Monte Nuovo, near I/?ghorn, which 

continued to be his home for the rest of his life. Here, in a happy revival of his spirits, 

he wrote Humphry Clinker, which Scott has aptly styled "the last, and, like music 
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sweetest in the dose, the n 
and in September of the 
sii dty and emaciated that, : 
mummy. He was buried ii 



pleasing of Smollett's books." 1 1 was published ii 

year the author died, only fifty years of age, but already 

i he whimsically said, he might have passed for an Egyptian 

the cemetery al Leghorn, overlooking the sea. Not much 



i been proserved of the personal history of Smollett, although he lived in the very 
e of memoirs. He was surly and harsh ; he pursued his successful conlemporarie; 



with ferocious hostility ; he gathered few o 




friends about him. He was an honest 
man and a patriot, but he 
was wanting in the lovable 
qualities. He was capable, as 
Robertson experienced during 
an interesting interriew, 
being extremely polished and 
urbane upon occasion ; but hei 
found that, as a rule, the worU 
expected him to resemble the; 
ruffians and bullies that 
drew, and he did not care 
disappoint sn reasonable 
-.upposilion. 
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n door, while 
-iddy stood at a window in ihc dining-room. Me wore a coal, the cloth of 
which h:id onrc been scarlcl, trimmed uith BmndcrburKS, now totally deprived of their 
incml, and he had holslcr-caps and hou^>in[,■ of Ihe same stuff and same anliquily. Per- 
ceiving ladies al the window above, he endeavoured lo dismount wiih the mosl graceful 
air he could assume : but the ostler nef:k-utin(,' to hold the stirrup, when he wheeled off his 
right fool, and stood willi his whole weii;ht on Ihc other, the girth unfortunately gave way, 
the saddle turned, down came the cavalier on the ground, and his hat and periwig falling 
off, displayed a head-piece of various coUmrs, patched and plastered in a woeful condition. 
The ladies, at the window abcwe, shrieked uiili affrij;ht, on the supposition that the 
stranger had received some notable damage in his fall ; but the greatest injury he hod 
sustained .irosc from the dishonour of his desctnt. aggravated by the disgrare of exposing 
the condition of his cranium, for certain plebeians, tliat were al>out the door, laughed 
aloud, in the belief that the captain hid got cither a scald head, or a broken head, both 
equally opprobrious. He forthwith leajii d up in a fury, and snatching one of his pistols, 
threatened to put the ostler to dc.ith, wlien another squall from the women checked his 
resentment. He then bowed to the window, while he kissed the butt-end of his pistol, 
which he replaced, adjusted his wig in great confusion, and led his horse into the stable. 
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With the work of these four novelists, whose best thoughts were given to 
fiction, were associated two or three isolated contributions to the novel, 
among which the Vimr of Wakefield and Rasselas are the most celebrated. 
Neither Johnson nor Goldsmith, however, would have adopted this form, if 
a direct and highly successful appeal to llie public had not already been 
made by Richardson and Fielding. These masterly books were episodic ; 
they have little importance in our genenil survey. Nor must we delay to 
describe the Peter Wilkim (1751) of Robert Paltock, with its be;uitifiil 




lUustratioR rrom Robert Paltock's " Peter Wilkin: 



dream of a winged race of Glums and Gawries, nor the eccentric Socinian 
romance of John Buncle, 1756-66, of Thomas Amory, although each of 
these, in its isolated way, is a minor classic. We judge them as we judge 
the flood of novels which presently rushed forth in all the languages 
of Europe, as being the results of a discovery which the world owes to the 
great English pioneers. The novel, indeed, was the first gift of a prominent 
kind which the world owed to England. The French boudoir romance, as 
exemplified by Cr^billon fits, faded out of existence when Richardson rose 
over the Continent. The lucidity, directness, and wholesomeness of this new 
species of fiction made a way for it at once; within a marvellously short 
space of time all Europe was raving over Pamela and Clarissa. The anti- 
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romantic novel swept heroic and picaresque fiction out of the field, and it 
was the iinconimon good fortune of the humdrum old printer to prepare the 
way for Rousseau and Goethe, to be imitated by Voltaire, and to win the 
enthusiastic adulation of Diderot and of Marmontel, who preferred ii> 
Charles GrandisoH to all the masterpieces of antiquity. The type of no%'el 
invented in England about 1740-50 continued for sixty or seventy years to 
be the only model for Continental fiction ; and criticism has traced on every 
French novelist, in particular, tlie stamp of Richardson, if not of Sterne and 

Fielding, while the Anglo- 
mania of Rousseau i;. patent 
to the superficial reader. 

The literature which ex- 
ercised so wide an influ- 
ence, and added so greatly 
to the prestige and vital- 
force of English manners trf 
tiuiugiit, is not to be dis- 
regarded as trivial. The 
introduction of the novel, 
indeed, was to inlellectual 
life as epoch-making as the 
invention of railways waa 
to social life : it added ^ 
vast and inexhaustibly rich 
province to the domain oT 
the imagination. The dis- 
covery that a chronicle of 
even Is which neverhappened 
to people who never existed, 
may be made, not merely 
;is interesting and probable, 
but practically as true as any 
record of historical adven- 
ture, w.is one nf nio.-l far-reaching imi'orlance. It was what Fielding called 
'' the pros:ii-comi-epiis " of the age, invented lor the ceaseless delight of those 
who h.id tasted the new plca^^ure of seeing themselves as others saw them. 
The realistic novel was as popukir as a bit of looking-glass is among savages, 
it enabled our delighted forefatliL-rs to see what manner of men they were, 
painted without dazzling or "sub-fuse" hues, in the natural colours of life. 
For us !he pathos of Richardson, the sturdy, manly sense of Fielding, the 
sensibility of Sterne, the unaffected humanity of Goldsmith, possess a 
perennial charm, but they caimol be to us quite what they were to those 
most enviable readers who not merely perused them for the first lime, but 
had never conceived the possibility of seeing anything like them. That fresh 
eagerness we never can recover. 
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The complex age illustrated by such poets as Young, and such novelists 
as Fielding, found its fullest personal exponent in Dr. Samuel Johnson', not 
the greatest writer, indeed, in English liteniture, but perhaps the most 
massive figiire of a man of letters. The gradual tendency of the century had 
more and more come to be concentrated upon attention to common sense, 
and in Johnson a character was developed, of noble intelligence, of true and 
tender heart, of lambent humour, in whose entire philosophy every impulse 
was subordinated to that negative virtue. Johnson became, therefore, the 
leading intellect of the 
country, because display- 
ing in its quintessence the 
quality most characteristic 
of the majority of educated 
men and women. Common 
sense gave point to his wit, 
balance to his morality, a 
Tory limitation to his intel- 
lectual sympathy. He keeps 
the central path ; he is as 
little indulgent to enthu- 
siasm as to infidelity; he 
finds as little place in his 
life for mysticism as for 
coarse frivolity. Vitafumus, 
and it is not for man to 
waste his years in trying to 
weigh the smoke or puff it 
away ; bravely and simply 
he must labour and acqui- 
esce, without revolt, with- 
out speculation, in "all 
that human hearts endure." 
This virile hold upon facts, 

this attitude to conduct as a plain garment from which the last shred of 
the Shaftesbury gold-lace optimism had been torn, explains the astounding 
influence Johnson wielded during his lifetime. His contemporaries knew 
him to be thoroughly honest, profoundly intelligent, aixi yet permeated by 
every prejudice of the age. They loved lo deal with facts, and no man had 
so large a stock of them at his disposal as Johnson. 

For nearly fifty years Johnson was occupied in literary composition. Vet 
his books are not so voluminous as such a statement would lead us to expect. 
It is doubtful whether, with a competency, Johnson would have written at 
all, for he was ponderously indolent, moving slowly, and easily persuaded to 
stop, loving much more to read, to ponder, and to talk than to write, and, 
indeed, during long periods of his career unable to put pen to paper. Of his 
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principal produclions the most famous may be called occasional, for they 
were written suddenly, imdcr a pressing need for money, in a jet of violent 
energy which %V3S succeeded by prolonged inertia. He essayed every species 
of composition, and it cannot be said that he was unsuccessful in any, 
accordinij lo the estimate of the age. His two poems, satires imitated from 

Juvenal, are less "poetical," 
perhaps, in the recent sense 
than any writings of their 
reputation in the language, 
but the solidity and sentcn- 
tiousness of their couplets 
kept them moderately popu- 
lar for more than half a 
century. As an essayist, it 
is less fair to judge Johnson 
by his Ramblers than by his 
lighter and less pompous 
Idlers; yet even the former 
were till lately habitually 
read. He lent his dignified 
and ponderous imagination 
to the task of producing 
liclion, and Kasselas takes 
its place among the minor 
classics of our tongue. To- 
wards the end of his life 
Johnson came forward four 
times with a weighty pam- 
phlet as completely outside 
the range of practical poli- 
tics as those of Carlvle. He 
is also (he wiiter of two 
diaries of travel, of sermons, 
of a tragedy, of certain 
critical ana — all of them, 
in the strict sense, occa- 
sional, and almost unpro- 
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The only work^ on which Johnson can be said to have expended 
elaborate attculliin are his Dii/mhiiy. which scarcely belongs to literature, 
and his Lives <'f the liiis^lish Poets. Tiie latter, indeed, is his magnum opus; 
on it, and on it alone, if we except his reported sayings, the reputation of 
Johnson -ds a critic rests. This extremely delightful compendium can never 
cea-.e to please a certain class of readers, those, namely, who desire in- 
tellectual stimulus rather than information, and who can endure the 
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dogmatic expression of an opinion with which they disagree. No one 
turns to Johnson's pages any longer to know what to think about Milton 
or Gray ; no one any longer considers that Cowley was the first correct 
English poet, or that Edmund Smith was a great man. Half Johnson's 
selected poets are read no longer, even by students ; many of them never were 
read at all. Mrs. Browning 
wittily remarked that "Dr. 
Johnson wrote the Lives of 
the Poets, — and left the poets 
out." What we seek in these 
delightful volumes is the en- 
tertainment to be obtained 
from the courageous ex- 
position, the gay, bold de- 
cisiveness, the humour and 
humanity of the prodigious 
critic, self-revealed in his 
preferences and his preju- 
dices. There are no " per- 
haps's " and " I think's " ; ail 
is peremptory and assertive ; 
you take the judgment or 
you leave it, and if you 
venture to make a reserva- 
tion, the big voice roars 
you down. This remark- 
able publication closes the 
criticism of the century; it 
is the final word of the 
movement which had been 
proceeding since 1660 ; it 
sums it up so brilliantly and 
authoritatively that immedi- 
ate revolt from its principles 
was a matter of course. 
During the very same ye:irs 
Thomas Warton was pub- 
lishing his History of Englisit Poetry, m m liicli all the features were found 
which Johnson lacked — broad and liberal study, an enthusiasm for romanct;, 
a sense of something above and beyond the rules of the critics, a breadth 
of real poetry undreamed of by Johnson. Warton knew his subject ; 
Johnson did not, Warton prophesied of a dawning age, and Johnson stiffly 
contented himself with the old, Warton was accurate, painstaking, copious ; 
Johnson was careless, indolent, inaccurate ; yet, unfair as it seems, to-day 
everybody still reads Johnson, and no one opens the pages of Warton. 
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Samuel Johnson {1709-1784) was the eldest child of Michael Johnson, 2 
bookseller of Lichfit-ld, where the fulure lt;xicographer was born on ihe i8th of 
fancy he was afHicted with the scrofulous disease known 
la liis moiher (Sarah Ford) took him up to London to 
Anne. It was the last time on which this superstitious 
^1], JohiT-on ■AAH sent to a dame's school in Lichfield, and 

__^ then to the grammar school 

at Stourbridge. He was a 
model pupil, and he had read 
so much of an unusual kind. 
that when he proceeded to 
Oxford in December 1728 ihc 
Master of Pembroke luld him 
he was "the best qualified for 
the university that he had ever 
known come there." Johnson, 
as is now ascertained, resided 
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Johnson's Birthplace at Lichfield 



flarinj;, and fantastic," whom he murrii'i 
in spile of her eccentricities she made 1 
a love match on both sides," he said. ' 
Lichfield, where David Garrick was one 
faihiTV, and Johnson and Garrick came 
their fortunes. The early d^iys of Johi 
the "ills which assail the scholar's life" 
tragedy /rene, on which he had built hi 
joined the staff of the GtntUman's Ma\ 



year at 

Oxford, although he kept his 
name on the books until 1731. 
His father died late in 1731, 
and Johnson found the busi- 
ness in a I'ery reduced condi- 
tion. He did not attempt, at 
least for any length of time, to 
keep on the book-shop ; he 
became an usher in a school 
at Market liosworth and other 
ed to get literary 
His first book, 
of I^bo's Voy- 
nia, was printed 
ly at Birmingham 
At the iasi-men- 
tioned town he met with a 
widow, Mrs. Porter, " fat, 
, ahh()Uj;h she was nearly twice his age; 
cr uncouth husband a good wife— "it was 
.'he couple set up a school at Edial Hall, 
of their elder pupils. This school was a 
up to London toj^ether in 1737 to seek 
ison in town were deeply acquainted with 
he was extremely poor, and in 173S his 
; hoi>es, was refused at Drury I-ane. He 
azine, however, and made a little monev 



work tu do. 
a^f to Abya. 
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parliamentary reporter; 
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time in a garret in Exeter Street, Strand. He did other hack-work for people like 
Osbom the bookseller, of his quarrel with whom he afterwards gave Mrs. Thrale a 
succinct account — " Dearest lady, he was insolent, and I beat him ; and he was a 
blockhead, and told of it." In 1743 that strange adventurer Richard Savage died, and 
in the following year Johnson published his Life. He was still, and for a long time to 
come, so miserably poor that he often could not show himself in public because of the 
shabbiness of his clothes. In 1747 he issued his Plan of a Dictionary, which he 
dedicated to Chesterfield, but with scant encouragement. In 1748 he wrote at 
Hampstead, and In 1749 published, 7 he Vnnity of Numan iViihes, a very fine work, 
which oddly enough failed to please the poetic taste of the day. At length, in February 
of the same year, the old tragedy of Irene was produced by Garrick at Drury Lane, and 
for the first time in his life Johnson tasted success; he received nearly jCyo. From 




Gr«mmar School at Lichfield 



1750 to 1752 he was busily engaged in writing a bi-iveekly periodical, The Rambler, 
which appears to have been faintly lucrative ; it expired abruptly, probably because 
Johnson was unable to continue it owing to the condition of his wife, who, alter years 
of "perpetual illness and perpetual opium," died a few days after the h.st Rambler 
appeared. A blind Welsh lady, Mrs. Williams, became the inmate of his house, and 
continued Co hve with him till her death thirty years later. The huge task of the 
Dictionary was completed in 1754, and Johnson received a little money, much 
reputation, and the degree of M.A. from the University of Oxford. His noble letter 
to Chesterfield, a masterpiece of manly irony, (though not published until 1790) 
belongs to 1755. But Johnson was now tired ; he allowed his small resources soon to 
become exhausted, and he fell again into extreme indigence. We know little of his 
life until 1758, when we find him starting a new and more interesting periodical. 
The Idler; ix. appeared weekly for two years. Johnson's mother died, at the age of 
ninety, early in 1759, and he wrote his novel of Rasselas to pay for her funeral. He 
had now been living for some years in Gough Square, but he moved over to Staple Inn 
in March 1759. He made various changes of residence before settling, in i76i,inthe 
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chanibcr!< in Inner Tt-mple Ijine, which he made so famous. His ncxl labour was the 
editing of Shakespeare, in which he showed himself dilatory and perfunctorj-. Bui in 
176J Johnson had accepted from George III. a pension of ^300, which was of 
immense tmporlanL'e to him, fur it raised liini above the carking anxiety of indigence. 



and above necessities of labour 



which now, at the age of fifty-three, were intolerably 
irksome lo him. In May 1763 Johnson 
became acquainted with Boswell, to whose 
devotion he owes so enormous a dcbr. He 
was, indeed, now gathering about him the 
I'rii-nds who were the solace and delight of 
his. old age. Goldsmith first, then Langton, 
Tnpham Beauclerk, Hawkins, Balhurst, 
Uurke, Reynolds, and the Thrales ; " The 
Club," in which most of these found a 
place, was formed in 1764. It was th« 
kindness of these friends which was to soothe 
the next " twenty years of a life radically 
wretched." The Thrales, in particular, weit 
full of hospitable kindness ; he was a 
cultivated brewer, she, bom Hester Lynth 
Salisbury (1741-1821), a lively young 
woman of quite unusual clearness of under- 
standing. Johnson, for sixteen years, had 
a room in their house, at Strealham or al 
Southwark, always prepared for his arrival. 
In the autumn of 1765 Johnson's Shake- 
speare was at lengtii issued in eight volumes 
to the subscribers, who did not conceal their 
ilisappoinlment; this is the [Kiorest of his 
prnductions. Johnson had become languid, 
and, weary of writing, resolved to do what 
"good I can by my conversation." He now 
Samuel Johnson began lo rule the empire of letters by his 

/ ,, J / , J ,, /.y iinici talk. It was not for five years that he was 

induced by political zeal to take up the pen 
■igam Ik «rol<. '.Litrd ptmpliLts The False Alarm (1770), Falkland's Islands 
(i,7') md Ttxalwtt no Tyranny (1775). amongst others. After the age of sixty 
I<ihn on 'i hi. ilth took a turn for the better, and he was probably never in so little 
ph\iii d di-,iri.ss js iihcn in the sunmier of 1 773, W had the fortitude not merely to 
\isit '-pi otl md but to undcrt ik(. a perilous voyage among the Hebrides. He was 
enc<)urt_ed lo lra\d more in 1774 he went with the Thrales to Wales.: in 1775 the 
s.inR friuids took lum to Irinii, On !iis return he was made LL.D. by the 
l,m\LrMH of Oxford Lt the igc of si\ty-six, and not before, he becomes what all the 
world has learned to call him Dr Johnson. His highly comical and sensible coniro- 
^ers> with Ossian MacPhtrson dates from this year; Johnson, in redundant spirits, 
purchased a cudgel, but MacPherson withdrew from the discussion. In these years 
lioswell's attendance upon his illustrious friend was very close, and we have a remark- 
ably full portrait of Johnson's peculiarities. In 1776 he made ihe latest of his moves, 
into No, 8 Holt Court, where he resided till he died. He had by this time gathered 
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around hiin quile a group of poor applicants lor his chant), at suniL jKnuds tiiere 
must have been as many as cit,ht or ten of thuse quicr di[K.ndi.nts hvui^; in ihi, 
house; he always treated thcni "wiih the same, or perhaps niiirL, i.ir(-monn>us 
civility" that he showed to people of fashion Guitrjl dis< uniuit w ii t\prcs<ied at 
Dr. Johnson's " indolencL," and in 1777 hi, was indmcd In iitukrukL i litt.rary 
enterprise of great importance, into nliiih In, 
threw himself with considtrabk eni.r^\ 1 his « is 
the collection of prefaces, now (^uier ilU knimn 
a.& \.h.ii Lives 0/ tke Enghsh Poets Ihtse wtri. mil 
completed until 1781, and lohnson M is hiimK 
employed upon them for four jLars \ ahiid IriLiids 
gradually dropped away in diath, first Cjiild>iniih 
then Garriclt, then Thrak , he IlIi cuh of iIilsl 
bereavements bitterly, and his constiiiitum \».^\.\\ 
to break up. In June lyJ^j, after j. fitipiiin, \isti 
to Oxford, he had a SLverc attai k of pirihsi- hm 
it passed in u few weeks His nioii^ry was, ho" 
ever, only temporary, and all through 1784 iii. « n 
declinir^. Nevertheless, in the aiilumii of lii.Li 
year, he contrived to visit Liehlielil and sonic 
places in IX-rbyshire. He sank very gradually 
after his return to Ixindon in Xovendper, and 
passed away in perfect serenity on the i,',th of 
Decemlier, after saying, "God bless you, my di-ar,"' 
to the beautiful Miss Morris, who came lo biil him 
farewell. He was buried in WestnunstL-r AIiIilv. 
and the piall was carried, amongst others, by i'lurku 
and Bennet Langtcn. The character of Jtiimson was 
courageous, sincere, and manly to a remarkable, 
almost to a typical, degree, and he was animated by 
a positive passion of human charily. He had many 
peculiarities, the picturesqueness of which has jicr- 
haps been exa^erated, but whtcli have conibinLii 
to make him one of the most striking figun-s in 

English history. His rolling walk, the twistin;; and filnging of his great unwieldy 
limbs, the scars on his face, the homeliness of liis lirown cloilics ami bluisli wig, his 
loud voice and incessant animation of gesture — all thcsij things havL' combined, under 
the hand of Boswell, to form a portrait which no one uver forgets. Johnson's con- 
versation seems to have been not inently ilie nio.st remurkabl.- of his own age, but 
among the very finest of which any record has been preserved. Formidable and 
exhilarating in the extreme, the talk of jolinson, with iis rapidity of movt/mcnt, its 
surprises, . its splendour of illustration, its weight of auihority. uml its sparkle of 
humour, was one of the main intellectual features of the middle of the eighteenth 
century. 

1'"kom '■R.\shki..\s.'' 

Ye who listen with credulity In ilic HliispiTs of fancy, and pursue with eagerness the 
phantoms of hope, wlio expect lliat age will perform the pmiuises of youth, and that the 
deficiencies of the present day will be supphcd by the morrow, nitcnd to the history of 
Rasselas, Prince of Abyssinia. 




336 HISTORY OF ENGLISH LITERATURE 

Rasselas was Ihe fourth son of the mighly Emperor in whose dominions the father of 
wnters begins his course— whose bounty pours down the streams of plenty, and scatters 
over the world ihc harvests of Egypt. 

According to the custom which has descended from age to age among the monarchs of 
ihc torrid zone, Rasselas was confined in a jjri\'aie palace, with the other sons and 
daughters of Abyssinian royalty, till the order of succession should call him to the 
throne. 

The place where the wisdom or policj- of antiquity had destined for the residence of 
the Abyssinian princes was a spacious valley in the Kingdom of Amhara, surrounded on 
every side by mountains, of which the 
summit overhung the middle part. The 
only passage by which il could be entered 
w.is a cavern that passed uniier a rock, of 
which il had long been disputed whether 
it was the work of nature or of human 
industry. The outlet of the c.ivern was 
concealed by a thick wood, and the mouth 
which opened into the valley was closed 
«ilh gales of iron, forged by the artificers 
of ancient days, so massive that no man, 
without the help of engines, could open or 
shut them. 

From the "Letter to Lord 

Chesterfield-" 
Seven years, my hard, have now passed, 
since T waited in your outward rooms, or 
was repulsed from your door ; during 
which time I have been pushing on my 
work through difRcullies, of which it is 
useless to complain, and have brought il. 
nt last, to the verge of publication, without 
one act of assistance, one word of en- 
r ouragement, rvc one smile of favour. 
Such treatment 1 did not expect, foi I 
rarer had .1 [niriin )}efi)ri: 

The shepherd in \'irgil became nt htst 
acquainted with Love, and found liitti a 
native of the rocks. 

Is not a patron, my lord, one «lio looks with unconcern on a man struggling for 
life in the water, and, when he has reached ground, eniumbets him with help? The 
notice which you have been pleased to lake of my labours, had it been early, had been 
kind; but it has been delayed until I am indifferent, and cannot enjoy it : till 1 am 
solitary, ,ind cannot impart il ; till I am known, and do not want it. 1 hope it is no very 
cynical asperity not to confess obligations when no benefit has been received, or to be 
unwilling thai the public should consider me as owing that to a patron, which providence 
has enabled me to do for myself. 

The extraordinary vitality of Johnsoti is one of the most interesting phe- 
nomciia in literary history. That the jireater part of it did not exhale with 
the fading memory of his friends is due to the genius of his principal disciple. 
It has heen customary to deny capacity of every kind to JAMES BOSWELL, 
who had, indeed, several of the characteristics of a fool ; but the qualities 
which render the Li/f of John sort one of the great books of the world aie 
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not accidental, and it would be an equal injustice to consider them inherent 
in the subject. The life and letters of Gray, which Mason had published in 
1775, gave Boswell a model for his form, but it was a model which he 
excelled in every feature. By Mason and Boswell a species of literature 
was introduced into England which was destined to enjoy a popularity 
that never stood higher than it does at this moment. Biographies had up 
to this time been perfunctory affairs, either trivial and unessential collections 
of anecdotes, or else pompous eulogies from which the breath of life 
was absent. But Mason 

and Boswell made their ** "D o /\ n H/r t? 

heroes paint their own BROOME. 

portraits, by the skilful makes worfe; and he cannot be Juftfy 

interpolation of letters, 

by the use of anecdotes, thought a mean man whom Pope chofc 

discovered formulas of • - 

the anti-romantic novel- ^ . w^.- 

ists, and aimed at the 1 k m * 

production of a figure L ' jftlX ^':^ \/U, OjUuxM^ WCf.L 

that should be interest- ^ • J 

ing, lifelike, and true. 

It was a very happy 
accident which made Dr. 
Johnson the subject of 
the first successful essay 
in this species of por- 
traiture. Boswell was a 
consummate artibt, but 
his sitter gave him a 
superb opportunity. For 

the first time, perhaps. Page of Corrected Proof of Johnson's ** Lives" 

in the history of litera- 
ture, a great leader of intellectual society was able after his death to carry 
on, unabated, and even heightened, the tyrannous ascendency of his living 
mind. The picturesqueness of Johnson's dictatorial personage, his odd 
freaks and pranks, his clearness of speech, his majestic independence of 
opinion, went on exercising their influence long after his death, and exercise 
it now. Still in the matchless pages of Boswell we see a living Johnson, 
blowing out his breath like a whale, whistling and clucking under the 
arguments of an opponent, rolling victoriously in his chair, often ^^a good 
deal exhausted by violence and vociferation." Never before had the salient 
points in the character and habits of a man of genius been noted with 
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anything approaching to this exactitude and copiousness, and we ought tc 
gratelul to Boswell for a new species of enjoyment. 

James Boswell (1740-1795). ihe son of a Scotch judge and the heir to ag 
Lowland estate, was bom lit Aurhinlfck on the 39th of October 1740, He 
educated for the bar ut Edinburgh and Glasgow, and came up to London in I', 
His career in letters opened wiih some poor poetry. From boyhocxl he bad fon 
an intense admiration for Johnson, and endeavoured to meet him directly he atri 




in Ent;lund. It was nul, however, until the t6tli of May 17(13, when he was twe 
two, lli.it Briswcll was presenteil tn the yri-'at man by Davies the bookseller. He be| 
almost iniiiiLiliately, to study and to note down Johnson's conversation. But he a 
mil, at this time, give Johnson liis undivided altt-nLion. He was living in German 
1764, in Italy and Holland in 1765, and in Scotland until 1768, when he came u 
Ixtndon to publi.sh his curious Account of Corsidt. He now beg.in to keep a c 
record of Johnson's doings and sayings, and from 1772 lo Johnson's death the intin 
of ihe oddly-assorted pair of friends was unbroken. He was not at pains to w 




James Boswell 

Afltr Ihf I'ortnul by Gtorge 




David Garrick 



acquain lances. He was jealous of Gold- 
smith and ungenerous to Mrs. 
'Ihrale, and he forced Willtis 
upon them much against their 
inclination. He was not an 
original member of " The 
Club," and Johnson had diffi- 
culty in contriving his election, 
Boswell, in short, was looked 
upon as an interloper. His 
measureless devotion to John- 
ston, however, his good nature, 
and his total lack of pride 
liirried him through. He 
ciiuld not be checked or 
snubbed; if he was crushed, 
hu popped up again with im- ■ 
perturbable enthusiasm, and 
in all companies his face was 
fixed on Johnson's like a sun- 
flower on the sun. In the 
autumn of 1773 he had the 
luck to persuade Johnson to 
accompany him lo the Heb- 
rides, In 1775 he began to 
keep his terms at the Inner 
Temple and next year he 
h Aurhink-ck 
1 h i;S4 w,is an 
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He was made Recorder of Carlisle ; i)Ut he con- 


tinued to reside : 


ind practise in 


the Temple. He 


died on the igth 


of May 1795, 


and was hiiriod at 
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From the "Life of Dr. Johnson.' 

He had another particularity of which none of his friends ever ventured to ask an ex- 
planation. It appeared to me some superstitious habit, which he had contracted early 
and from which he had never called upon his reason to disentangle him. This 'was his 
anxious care to go out or in at a door or passage, by a certain number of steps from a 
certain point, or at least so that either his right or his left foot (I am not certain which) 
should constantly make the first actual movement when he came close to the door or 
passage. Thus I conjecture: for I have, upon innumerable occasions, observed him 
suddenly stop, and then seem to count his steps with a deep earnestness ; and when he 
had neglected or gone wrong in this sort of magical movement, I have seen him go back 
again, put himself in a proper posture to begin the ceremony, and, having gone through 
it, break from his abstraction, walk briskly on, and join his companion. 

That the most minute singularities which belonged to him, and made very observable 
parts of his appearance and manner, may not be omitted, it is requisite to mention that 
while talking or even musing as he sat in his chair, he commonly held his head to one side 
towards his right shoulder, and shook it in a tremulous manner, moving his body backward 
and forward, and rubbing his left knee in the same direction, with the palm of his hand. 
In the intervals of articulating, he made various sounds with his mouth, sometimes as if 
ruminating, or what is called chewing the cud, sometimes giving half a whistle, sometimes 
making his tongue play backwards from the roof of his mouth, as if clucking like a hen. 
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iind sometimes protruding U against his upper gums 
under liis breath, loo, loo, too; all this accompanied 
irc frequently wiib a smile. 



1, as if pronouncing quickljr 
with a thoughl^l look, but 



By Iht; side of Johnson, like nn antelope accompanying an elephant, we 

obser\'e the beautiful figure 
of Oliver Goldsmith. 
In spite of Johnson's as- 
cendency, and in spite 
of a friendship that was 
touching in its nearness, 
scarcely a trace of the 
elder companion is to be 
discovered in the work of 
the younger. Johnson's 
style is massive, sonorous, 
ponderous; enamoured of 
the pomp of language, he 
I employs its heaviest artil- 
lery for trifles, and points 
his cannon at the partridge 
on the mountains. The 
word which Johnson uses 
is always the correct one 
so far as meaning goes, but 
it is often more weighty 
than the occasion de- 
mands, and more Latin. 
Hence it was, no doubt, 
that liis spoken word, 
being more racy and more 
Saxnn, was often more 
OIi«r Goldsmith forcible than his printed 

rn>m (1 i\,<tcai„rihy nunba:y word. There is no pon- 

derosity about Goldsmith, 
whose limpid and elegant simplicity of style dclies analysis. In that mechanical, 
and diisly age he did not set up to be an innovator. We search in vain, in 
Goldsmith's verse or prose, for any indication of a consciousness of the 
coming change. He was perfectly contented wilh the classical traditions, 
but his inborn grace and delicacy of temper made him select the sweeter and 
the more elegant among the elements of his time. As a writer, purely, he is 
far more enjoyable than Johnson ; lie was a poet of great flexibility and 
sensitiveness ; his single novel is much fuller of humour and nature than the 
stiff Rasseias ; as a dramatist he succeeded brilliantly in an age of failures; 
he is one of the most perfect of essavists. N'everlheless, with all his perennial 
cli;irm, Goldsmith, in his iimocent simplicity, does not attract the historic eye 
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as the good giant Johnson does, seated for forty years ui the undisputed 
throne of letters. 



s the youngest of the five children of the Rev. 
1 County Longford, where he was born on the 
IS two years old his father was made rector of 



Oliver Goldsmith (1728-1774) w 
Charles Goldsmith, curate of Pallas 
loth of November 1728. When he 
Kilkenny West, and took a house in the 
village of Lissoy. To his early teachers, 
the boy Oliver seemed " impenetrably 
stupid." At Ardagh, in his bovish 
days he had the idventure on which 
the plot of SAe Sloops to Conquer was 
afterwards founded In June 1744 he 
entered Trinit) College Dublin as a 
sizar his university life was cxtremdy 
un illustrious -ind he spent much of 
It in perpetually loun^mo about thL 
college gate After running a«ay and 
being nearlj starred in 174; he settlea 
down to work, i little and took hi 
B '^ in 1749 Goldsmith was ncn 
urged b) his family to take ordi.rs 
after he had idly prepared for this 
unwelcome step for some two ytars, 
he was rejected by the Bishop of 
Elphin He tried to be a tutor to 
emigrate to America, to be a law 
student at last m 1,51 he went to 
Edinburgh to train for medicine In 
1753 he started for (he Comment and 
seems to have studied at Lcyder 
two years. In 1755 he wandered off upon his travels, having obtained — it is alleged — 
a medical degree at Louvain. He hct!ged, fiddled, and wheedled his way all over 
the West of Europe through 1755, and returned to Dover, with "no more than a 
few halfpence," in February of the following year, llis struggles to make a living 
were pathetic ; he was an apothecary's assistant, a low comedian, an usher in a. 
country school, finally "a physician in a humble way" in Southwark. About 
1 756 he had the good fortune to meet Samuel Richardson, who employed him 
as a press-corrector, and probably first led his thoughts to literature as a profes- 
sion. He next, however, consented to assist a schoolmaster at Peckham, where he 
became acquainted with Griffiths the publisher, who gave him employment on the 
Monthly Revitiv. In 1758 Goldsmith, under the jjseudonj'm of James Willington, 
printed his first book. Memoirs of ci Froteilant, translated from the French of 
Marteilhe. Soon after this he obtained, but did not take up, a medical appointment 
to Coromandel. He was afterwards rejected at Sut^eons' Hall as hospital mate. 
He was now thirty, and " eight years of disappointment, anguish, and study had worn 
him down." He lodged for five months over Griffiths' shop in Paternoster Row; 
about September 1757 he moved into a garret neat Salisbury Square. Then — after 
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redring to Peckhara for a while — he- took lodgings in Green Arbour Court : here in 1 7S9 
he produced the Enquiry tnlo tfu Present Slate of Polite I^nrning in-Europf, his earliest 
original book. The publication of this little work introduced Goldsmith to ihe book- 
sellers, and he began to conlri- 
T H E bute prose and verse to several 

periodical?. From the miscel- 
lant-Dus labour which gradually 
made him prominent, there stands 
out The Citizen of l/ie World, 
which was published in 1762. 
About this time Goldsmith's ac- 
quaintance with Johnson began, 
I and his fame also, for Johnson 
' immediately perceived the genius 
of this obscure and painful hack- 
writer ; " Dr. Goldsmith," he said, 
"is one of the first men we now 
have as an author." He soon 
justified his friend's judgment, 
for The Tyaveller'm 1764 placed 
him in the front rank of the poets 
of the day, and enjoyed instant 
and substantial success.^ Gold- 
smith collected his Essays in 

1765, and, appearing in purple 
silk small-clothes and a scarlet 
roijueJaure, endeavoured to re- 
sume his labours as a physician, 
but he did not contrive to secure 
a practice, and returned to litera- 
ture. As far back .is 1762 John- 
son had carried off and sold for 
the author's benefit, a novel 
which appeared at length, in 

1766, as Tlie Vicar of Wakefield: 
this was recognised as a master- 
piece immediately. The author, nevertheless, indolently returned to that miscellaneous 
scrilibling which barely supported him with food and the gay clothes in which 
lie delighted. Tiy the close of 1767, however, he had in rehearsal at Covent Garden 
a comedy, The O'ood //atur'd Jlf.in, which was brought out in January following, and 
enjoyed a jurtiat success. Goldsmith was present at the first performance " in a suit 
of Tyrian bloom, satin grain, and garter-bhie silk breeches," but afterwards burst out 
a-crying because one low scene with bailiffs was hissed ; he made, however, ^500 by 
(his comedy. He thought the sum inexhaustible, and he moved into Brick Court, 
.Middle Temple, where he furnished a set of chambers luxuriou.sly. At the same time 
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fie was beginning the series of lively school-books — Animated Nature, Roman History, 
and History of England — which were to enjoy so constant a popularity. Thus engaged, 
he reached the year 1770, when his poem of The Deserted Village appeared. He then 
went off to Paris with Mrs, Homeck and 
her lovely daughter, " the Jessamy Bride." 
There is not much more to chronicle in 
the life of Goldsmith, except the charming 
incidents of his friendship with Johnson 
and Reynolds, and the production of She 
Stoops to Conquer in March 1773. His 
last poem, Retaliation, seems to have been 
written in February 1774, but before it 
could be printed the poet was gone. He 
suffered from a local disorder, and though 
being treated by a skilful physician, insi^ited 
on taking a quack medicine, under the 
influence of which he sank, in his cham- 
bers at Brick Court, on the 4th of April 
1774. He was buried in the churchyard 
of the Temple, but Johnson wrote for 
Westminster Abbey a celebrated and 
splendid epitaph. His charming poem, 
TAe Haunch nf Venison, was published 
posthumously in 1776. Goldsmith died 
in debt, and his fever, it was believed, 
was exasperated by anxiety. "But," as 
Johnson said, " let not his frailties be re- 
membered ; he was a very great man.' 
It was his nature to swing between the 
extremes of poverty and extravagance, and 
he could never have been " comfortably off." 
From a lad, and to the end, he had a singular passion for brilliant and expensive clothes. 
Goldsmith was candour itself, and could no more conceal his vanity, envy, and levity 
than he could his generosity, enthusiasm, and sweetness of temper. He had great 
simplicity, and none of those artifices by which men protect themselves from the 
e of the world. When all his faults are told, he was the most lovable of men. 




From "The Vicar of Wakefielb." 

My wife and daughters, happening to return a visit to neighbour Flambo rough's, found 
that family had lately got their pictures drawn by a limner, who travelled the country and 
took likenesses for fifteen shillings a head. As this family and ours had long a sort of 
rivalry in point of lasle, our spirit took the alarm at this stolen march upon us, and, not- 
withstanding all I could say, and I said much, it was resolved that we should have our 
pictures done too. Having therefore engaged the limner, — for what could I do?^-our 
next dehberation was to show the superiority of our taste in the attitudes. As for our 
neighbour's family, there were seven of them ; and they were drawn with seven oranges, 
a thing quite out of taste, no variety in life, no composition in the world. We desired to 
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debales at Icnglh came I 

resolution of being drawn togciher, 
in one large tiislorical family pi ecc- 
This would be cheaper, since one 
frame would serve for all, and it 
would be infinitely more gcnleel : 
for all families of any tasic- were 

As we did not immediately recol- 
lect an historical subject to hit 
us, we were cotitenied each with 
I being drawn as independent his- 
I torical figures. My wife desired 
f to be represented as Venus, and 
the painter was desired not to be 
too frugal of his diamonds in her 
stomacher and hair. Her two little 
ones were lo be as Cupids by her 
side ; while I, in my gown and 
band, ivas to present her with my 
books on the Whislonian contrci- 
vcrsy. Olivia would be drawn as 
RUiutntion by Stothard to "The View of Wakefield" "" Amaioo, sitting upon a bank of 
' (lowers, dressed in a green Joseph, 

richly laced with gold, and a whip in her hand. Sophia was to be a ^hephcrde?*,. with 

as many sheep as the painter 

could put in for nothing ; and 

Moses was to be dressed out 

with an hat and white feather. 

Our taste so much pleased the 

Squire that he insisted on being 

put in as one of the family, \i\ 

the character of Alexander the 

f'.reat, at Olivia's feet. Thh wn? 

considered by us all as an inili- 

catlon of his desire u< hi.- IniEo- 

(luced into ihe family ; nor could 

we refuse his request. 

Tliroiigli tine lirst liriH of 
the eif^lileciitli century, tliose 
who speculated wiih any fret'- 
dom oit the- principles of re- 
ligion and on its relation to 
conduct were loosely classed 
together as deists. In its 
general denunciation of in- 
dependent thotighl, the aj;c 
made no distinction between 
the optimistic rationalists, m hu 
proceeded from Shaftesbury, 
and philosophic scepticism of 
a critical or even destructive kind. 
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the purely literary standpoint, as we do in these pages, are in danger of 

underrating the intellectual 
importance of this undermin- 
ing of fiiith, because it was 
conducted by men whose 
talent :ind whose command 
of style were insufficient to 
preserve their writings. On 
the other hand, all the most 
eminent and vita! authors 
combine to deride and malign 
the deists and to persuade 
us of their insignificance. 
When we see Swift, in his 
magnificent irony, descend 
like an eagle upon such an 
intellectual shrewmouse as 
Collins, whose principal 
modern advocate describes 
him as "always slipshod in 
style and argument, and 
tedious in spite of his 
brevity," we think the con- 
Matthew Tindal test too unequal to be in- 
A/ur lie Poriraii ty B. Dandridg. tcrcsting. Xor does a rapid 

literary survey afford us occasion to dilate on such very hackney writers 

as Toland and Tindal, Whiston and Chubb. 

The lives of the dtists were generally 
obscure and sometimes dishonoured. Society 
looked down upon them with a contempt that 
was occasionally deserved. John Toland 
(1670-1722) was practically hunted out of Eng- 
land for free-thinking, in spite of the encourage- 
nienl of Locke, and afterwards of Shaftesbury. 
He was driven to the life of a hackney author. 
Matthew Tindal (1653-1733) was an ohjwt 
of aversion to the authorities of Oxford, where 
he spent the greater part of his life as a R-IIuw 
of All Souls'. He made the High Church party 
the object of his unceasing attacks, and was 
rewarded with the reputation of a glutton and 
a debauchee. In William Whiston (166;- 
1751) we meet with a more learned mind and 
a more attractive person. His autobiography 
reveals him, as Sir Leslie Stephen has pointed 
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pcriinacity, and his lenient views on prophecy and inspiration scandalised those more 
thoroughgoing sceptics, Thomas Chubb (i<J79-J747) and Anthony Collins 
(1676-1729), The fatter was the most daring of all the deists, and the niuai 
vehemently attacked. It was he who was willing 10 admit, by a vast concession, 
that St. I'aul was "a man of sense and a gentleman." All these au:hor> claimed 
inlellcctual descent from -Locke, who would have repudiated the paternity. 



Towards the middle of the centtiry, however, the habit of mind en- 
'' gendered by the humble, but sometimes entirely sincere, destructive deists, 
bore fruit in a species of literature which they had not dreamed of. There 
can be little question that the progress of critical speculation, the tendency to 
take obvious things for granted no longer, but to discuss their phenomena 
and distinguish their bases, led to the happiest results in tiie province of 
history. To the period which we have now reached belong three historians 
of high rank — all three, as it was long believed, of the very highest rank — 
Hume, Robertson, Gibbon. If mcdcrn taste no longer places the first two 
of these in quite so exalted a position as the eighteenth century did, each, at 
any rate, so far surpassed any previous rival as to be considered in another 
class. In the trio we do not hesitate to recognise the pioneers of a new kind 
of literature, the earliest scientific historians of the English school. Till 1755, 
history in England had meant no more than the compilation of memoirs ; it 
was now to be a branch of creative literature, carefully constructed and 
subjected to wholesome criticism. 
'/fumr. The eldest of these historians, David Hume, began by the publication of 
philosophical treatises and passed on to be an essayist in a broader and less 
technical field. His studies in the British constitution and his inquiries into 
pohtical precedents led him gradually to attempt a History of Great Britain 
from the Union to his own day. The volume containing /antes I. and 
Charles I. produced an extraordinary sensation. Hume's long practice in 
philosophy had prepared him to excel in the specious presentment of facts, 
and the point of view which he chose to adopt was novel, and calculated 
to excite a great deal of discussion. His book was read with as much 
avidity as a novel by Richardson or Fielding— a result which was aided 
by the simplicity aiid elegance of his style, which proceeds, limpid, manly, 
and serene, without a trace of effort, Tlie History was concluded by a sixth 
volume in 1762, and Hume lived on for fourteen years more, dying in the 
enjoyment of an uncontested fame, as the greatest of modern historians. 

This position it would be absurd to say that he has maintained. Hume 
had little of the more recently developed conscientiousness about the use of 
materials, if he found ;i statement quoted, he would indolently adopt it 
without troubling to refer to the original document. He was willing to make 
lavi,;h use of the collections of Thomas Carte (16S6-1754), a laborious and 
unfortunate predecessor of his, whose Jacobite prejudices li.ad concealed Ins 
considerable pretensions as an historical compiler. Carte died just when 
Hume's first volume appeared, and this fact perhaps saved Hume from some 
unpleasant animadversions. Modern critics liave shown that HinTie's pages 
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swarm with inaccuracies, and Ihat, what is a worse fault, his predilections 
for Tory ideas led him to do wilful injustice to the opponents of arbitrary 
power. All this, however, is little to the point ; Hume is no longer appealed 
to as an authority. He is read for his lucid and beautiful English, for the 
skill with which he marshals vast trains of events before the mental eye, for 
his almost theatrical force in describing the evohition of a crisis. If we 
compare his work from this point of view with all that had preceded it in 
English literature, we shall see how eminent is the innovation we owe to 
Hume. He first made history readable. 



David Hume (171 1-1776) was ihc suconcl 
kird, Joseph Hume or Home, of Ninowt-lls 
I^ngland ; but he was born, on 
infancy his father died, and his 
three children as wt-U as she 
might at Ninewells. David 
Hume showed no precocity of 
intelligence, and his motlier 
tiescribed him as " a fine, 
good-natured creature, but 
uncommon weak - minded.'' 
Nothing definite is known 
about his education. !!-■- 
tween the ages of fiflejn 
and twenty-three he seems 
10 have lived in apparent 
idleness at Ninewells, but he 
was already a deep student 
c}f the classics, and was 
meditating a revolution in 
moral philosophy. In 1734 
he went over to France, and 
resided there three years, 
mainly among the Jesuits at 
I^Flfeche. Herehe wrotethi; 
Treatise of Human Nature, 
his first work, which remained 
unpublished, however, until 
1739. Two years before this 
Hume had returned to Nine- 
wells, where he buried himself 
fgr several years in study and 
Political, appeared anonymously 
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David Hume 



philosophical comjiosition. His F.ssius, Moral and 
1 Edinbuq,'h in 1741 and 1741. Although his name 
was not given to the public, his writings began to be ai)prcciated iiy men like Hutcheson, 
Butkr, and the precocious Adam Smith. It is difficult to understand, however, in what 
mode the little ancestral estate in Berwickshire was made to produce a livelihood 
for the Hume family ; it became imperative at last that David should do something 
to earn money. Hence, at the age of thirty-four, he consented to become tutor 
to an imbecile and mean young nobleman, the Marquis of Annandale. Hume bore 
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this bondage for twelve months, and then threw it up to become secretary to 
General St. Clair, whom he accompanied on the disastrous expedition to L'Oticnt. 
Two years later the same general look Hume with him on his embassy to Austria 
and Italy. Hume was seen at Turin in 1748, "disguised in scariet" and wearing 
his uniform "like a grocer of the train-bands"; his could never have been a 
military figure. While he was in Italy his Philosophical Essays cofuermng Human 
Understanding were published. He returned to England in 1749, to be met by 
the news of his mother's death; he rejoined his brother and sister at Ninewells for 
three more noiseless years, and devoted himself to composition. His Enquiry 
eoncertiiHg Morals apiieared in 1751, and his Political Diuoursa in 175*- His 
Dialogues concerning Natural Religion, although with- 
held from the press until 1779, belong lo this penod, 
Hume was now famous; he described himself, in 
1751, as possessing, besides a competency, "order, 
frugality, a strong sense of independency, good 
1 health, a contented humour, and an unabated love 
study." He determined to move with his sister 
:i Edinburgh, and accordingly he took a great 
jse in the Lawnmarket. He presemly began "a 
rk which will occupy me several years, and which 
Ids me much satisfaction. Tis a History of 
Britain from the Union of the Crowns to the present 
time." In January 1753 Hume was elected Librarian 
to the Advocates, and the outcry caused by this 
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Hume was growing a passionate Tory in his old age. He retained his good-humour 
and an uncommon degree of cheerful health until 1775, when he began to suffer 
from an internal /^^ / 

haemorrhage, which y&Of^^r^s/ 

exhausted him, but 
happily was attended 
by very little pain. 
He met death with 
extraordinary simpli- 
city and courage, 
ardent and gay to the 
last, without repin- 
ing, as one totally 
detached from life. 
The end cameon the 
2 5 th of August 1776, 
and his body, fol- 
lowed bya great mob 
of all that consti- 
tuted the society of 
Edinburgh, was 
buried on the Gallon 
Hill. Hume was a 
very fat and some- 
what clumsy little 
man, with "a broad, 
unmeaning face '' ; 
he never married 
although m 
courted by the ladies. 
His character was 
serene and cheerful 
to an eminent de- 
gree ; he was looked 
upon with horror by 
the orthodox as a 
dangerous infidel, 









but in truth he was ^cO^^r"-"'^/^]?)/ 



exactly what he mer- 
rily described him- 
self as being — a 



^^ iHi^ 



Letter from Hume in Reference to his Quarrel with Rousseau 



sober, discreet, virtuous, regular, quiet, good-natured man of a bad reputation. 



Hume's Character of Himself. 

To conclude historically with my own character, I am, or rather was (for that is the 
style I must now use in speaking of myself, which emboldens me the more to speak my 
sentiments) ; I was, I say, a man of mild dispositions, of command of temper, of an open. 
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social, and cheerful humour, capable of attachment, but little susceptible ofenmily, and of 
{{Teat moderation in all my pa&sious. Even my love of literary time, my ruling passion, 
never soured lay temper, notwithstanding my frequent disappointments. .My company 
was not unacceptable to the youn^ and careless, as H-ell as to (he studious and literary ; 
and as I took a particular pleasure in the company of modest wtimea, 1 had □□ reason to 
be displeased with the reception 1 met with from them. In a word, though most men any 
wise eminent have found reason to complain of calumny, I ne\'er was touched or even 
attacked by her baleful toolh ; and though 1 wantonly exposed myself to the rage of both 
civil and religious fac:ions, they seemed to be disarmed in my behalf of their wonted furj'. 
My friends never had occasion to vindicate any cine circiimslajice of my character and 
conduct ; not but that the zealots, we may well suppose, would have been glad to invent 
and propagate any story to my disadvantage, but they could never lind any whidi ihey 
thought would wear ihc face of probability. 

I cannot say there is no vanity in making this funeral oration of myself, but 1 hope it 
is not a misplaced one ; and this is a matter of fact which is easily cleared and ascertained. 

Ten years yotinger than Hume, there can be no question that William 
KOBERTSOM owed his initiation as a writer to the more famous philosopher. 
When still a minister in a parish in Edinburgh, he produced his History 
of Scotland, in which he dealt with the half-century preceding the point 
where Hume began. This was the first, and remained the most famous, 
of a series of historical works which achieved a success the incidents of 
which read to us now as almost fabulous. If the record can be believed, 
Robertson was the British author who, of all in the eighteenth century, 
was continuously the bt;st paid for what he wrote. In Robertson the faults 
as well as the merits of Hume were exaggerated. His style, with a certain 
Gallic artificiality, was nevertheless extremely brilliant and graceful, and in 
the finish of its general summaries surpassed that of the elder historian. 
But Robertson was still more unwilling than Hume to turn to the original 
sources of knowledge, still more content to take his facts second-hand, and 
not less superficial in his estimate of the forces underlying ihe movements 
of poIitic:il and social history. It may be doubted whether the exercise of 
such research as we think inevitable for sucli a task, and as both Hume 
and Robertson disdained, might not Jiave spoiled that brilhant, if always 
inadequate, evolution which so deeply fascinated their contemporaries, and 
may still, fur a wiiile, dazzle ourselves. What they wrote was not so much 
history in the exact sense, as a philosophical survey of evenls, in which 
they thougiit it not admissible only, but proper, to tincture the whole with 
the colour of their own convictions or political views. They were, in fact, 
empirics, who prepared the world of readers for genuine scientihc history, 
and the founder of the latter w;-.s Gibbon. 

William Robertson (1721-1793) was the son of the minister of liorthwick in 
Mid-I.othian, where he was b(irn on the iglh of .September 1721. He was Irjiiied at 
I>alkcith School and Edinburgh University, presenting at both a model of industry 
and accomplishment. His father was promoted lo the Greyfriars Church in Eiiin- 
burtili, .and tiie son was apiKiinted, at llie age of Iwenty-two, minister of Ciadsmuir in 
liist I^ithian. He was hardly settled in the manse before the death of his father and 
liis mother, within a few hours of one another, threw the entire burden of a brother 
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and six sisters on his hands. Robertson possessed signal energy and elevation of 
character; he did not shrink from his responsibilities, and by sheer ability he soon 
rose to a position of high influence in ihe Church of Scotland. Meanwhile, as early as 
1753, he had begun to collect materials for a jjreat literary enterprise, and in 1759 he 
issued in two volumes his cele- 
brated History of Scotland. 
This brought him in much 
honour, money, and prestige, 
but although tempted to come 
up to London, he did not 
allow the flattery of his new 
admirers to interfere with the 
noiseless conduct of his life. 
He remained at his ecclesias- 
tical post in Edinburgh, and 
he leisurely set about his 
History of Charles V,, which 
appeared in 1769 in three 
volumes. Subsequently he 
gave his attention, with less 
brilliant success, to the his- 
tories of America and of Tndia, 
In his own age Robertson 
was held the equal of Hume 
and of Gibbon, each of whom, 
indeed, he excelled in the 
purely material parts of suc- 
cess. Industrious, serviceable, 
and wholly unpretentious, 
Robertson made no enemies 
even as historiographer for 
Scotland.. His famous phrase 
about the duty of not going to 
see stage plays — " it is sacred 

on me, but not obligatory on others " — exemplifies thi 
mind. After a life of extreme contentment, Roberts 
long, in Edinburgh, on the nth of June 1793. 
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prudence and candour of his 
n died, where he had lived so 



To Edward Gibbon, who timidly deprecated comparison with Robertson Edward 
and Hume, criticism is steadily awarding a place higher and higher above a',*^" jo.) 
them. He is, indeed, one of the great writers of the century, one of those 
who exemplify in the finest way the signal merits of the age in which he 
flourished. The book by which he mainly survives, the vast Decline and Fall 
of the Roman Empire, began to appear in 1776, and was not completed nntil 
1788. It was at once discovered by all who were competent to judge, that 
here was a new thing introduced into the literature of the world. Mdzeray 
and Voltaire had written in p-rench, Hume and Robertson in English, 
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historical works which had charming qualities of the rhetorical order, but 
which did not pass beyond the rudimentary stage of history, in which the 
hasty compilation of documents, without close investigation of their value, 
took the place of genuine and independent research. At length in Gibbon, 
r a life of forty years mostly spent in study and reflection, a writer was 
found who united "all the broad spirit of comprehensive survey with the 
thorough and minute patience of a Benedictine," After long debate, Gibbon 
fixed upon the greatest historical subject which the chronicle of the world 
supplied ; undaunted h\- its cxtrcmu obscurity and remoteness, he determined 
to persevere in investigating it, and 
to sacrifice all other interests and 
ambitions to its complete elucida- 
tion. The mysterious and elaborate 
story of the transition from the 
I'.iL^an to the Christian world might 
x'l.-li have daunted any mind, but 
liihbon kept his thoughts detached 
fiiiin all other ideas, concentrating 
Ills splendid intellect on this vast 
:i\\{] solitary theme, until his patience 
and his force moved the mountain, 
and "the encyclopaidic history," as 
Freeman calls it, " the grandest of 
all historical designs," took form and 
shape in six magnificent volumes. 

Some modern critics have found 
Ihe altitude of Gibbon unsynipa- 
_ .../ . V ,- , J.., /. thetic, his manner cold and super- 

ficial, his scepticism impervious to 
the passion of religious conviction. VVe may admit that these charges are 
well founded, and set them down to the credit of the age in which he lived, 
so averse to enthusiasm and ebullition. But to dwell too long on these 
defects is to miss a recognition of Gibbon's unique importance. His style 
possesses an extraordinary pomp and richness ; ill adapted, perhaps, for the 
lighter parts of speech, it is unrivalled in the exercise of lofty and sustained 
heroic narrative. The language of Gibbon never flags ; he walks for ever 
as to the clash of arms, tinder an imperial banner ; a military music animates 
his magnilicent descriptions of battles, of sieges, of panoramic scenes of 
antique civilisation. He understood, as few historical writers have done, 
how much the reader's enjoyment of a sustained narrative depends on Ihe 
appeal to his visual sense. Perhaps he leaned on this strength of his stvie 
too much, and sacrificed the abstract to the concrete. But the book is so 
deeply grounded on personal accurate research, is the result of reflection at 
once so bold and so broad, with so extraordinary an intuition selects the 
correct aspect where several points of view were possible, that less than any 
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other history of the eighteenth century does the Decline and Fall tend to 
become obsolete, and of it is Htiil said, what the most scientific of historians said 
only a generation ago, " Whatever else is read, Gibbon must be read too." 

Edward Gibbon {i 737-1 794) was ihe eldest son of a country gentleman of good 
family. He was born at Putney on the Z7th of April 1737 ; of the seven children of 
his parents he was the only one who survived infancy, and his own health was so 
miserahle that it was impossible to subject him to any regular course of education. 
He sufTered greatly, and he afterwards attributed the preservation of his life to the 
devoted care of his aunt, Catherine Porlen. Shut 
out from the ordinary channels of learning. Gibbon 
read wiih an "indiscriminate appetite which subsided 
by degrees into the historic line." At the age of 
fifteen a great and unexpected improvement took j)lace 
in his health, and his nervous disorders vanished. 
He was immediately sent to Magdalen College, 
Oxford, where he passed fourteen months, " the most 
idle and unprofitable of my whole life. To the 
University of Oxford," he says, "I acknowledge no 
obligation." He became greatly attracted in theo- 
logical disquisition, and in 1753, in the beginning 
of his seventeenth year, he " fell by the noble hand " 
of Bossuel, and was privately admitted into the 
Church of Rome. He could not return to Oxford, 
and his father inslandy hurried him over to Switzer- 
land, where he was placed in the charge of a l'rote>tanl Edward Gibbon 
pastor at Lausanne. It took a whole year and a I'r.'m iht ij^^ rJiti^n of hh ■• Works" 
half to convert him back to Calvinism, but at the 

close of 1754 "the articles of the Romish creed disajipeared like a dream," and he 
received the sacrament in the Protestant church. His intellectual progress at 
Lausanne was steady and brilliant ; Gibbon soon advanced beyond the speed and 
measure of his tutor, who wisely, he says, '"left mc to my genius." Hefore he left 
Lausanne, in April 1758, ho had inade a survey of the Latin classics, which 
was neither hasty nor superficial, and had laid the foundation of a study of Greek 
literature. In 1757 he met Susanne Curchod, the beauty of Lausanne, and spoke 
to her in " the voice of truth and passion " ; but his father " would not hear of 
this strange alliance," and Gibbon himself was destitute and therefore helpless. 
" After a painful stru^le, I yielded to my fate ; I sighed as a lover, I obeyed as a 
son." The lady became famous as Madame Necker, and Gibbon never indulged 
again in any dream of matrimonial felicity. After five years of retired and hajipy 
mental training in Lausanne, during which time Gibbon lost for life all the insular 
prejudices of the race, his father abruptly summoned him to England. His father 
welcomed him " on terms of easy and equal politeness," but he had married a second 
time ; his step-mother, however, proved a cuhivated woman and a delightful friend. 
In 1761 Gibbon published in French an Essay on the Study of Likrature, which he 
had composed in Switzerland. He now appears to us in the incongruous capacity of 
the acting colonel of a militia regiment of grenadiers ; at first the exercises of the 
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Parliament as M.P. for Liskeard, and from 1779 to 17S3 he held the lucrative 
appointment of a Lord of Trade. When Lord North went out of office Gibbon 
found his income very sensibly reduced, and he determined to leave England. 
In September 1783 he joined his friend Deyverdun at lausanne, in a house 
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overlooking the I^ke of Geneva. Here, for four years, immersed in work, "one 
day glided by another in tranquil uniformity." On the night of the 27th of June 
1787 the colossal task was finished, and the last page written of the last volume 
of the Decline and Fall, He took the MS. to England, and the three con- 
cluding volumes of the book were published in May 1788. Gibbon rapidly returned 
to I^usanne, where in a little more than a year he was called upon to part from 
his companion and lifelong friend, the excellent Deyverdun. Gibbon began to 
lose pleasure in his beautiful house at I^ausanne, and he determined "to fly from 
poor Dey Verdun's shade, which meets me at every turn." He delayed, however, 
reluctant to move, until the Revolution frightened him away in 1793, ^^^^^ ^^^ ^\\\q. of 
ten years. He was now much a sufferer from the gout, and grown very inactive in 
body ; this perhaps predisposed him to a variety of disorders, of which dropsy was 
the most prominent. Yet his final illness was a surprise to those about him, and it is 
said that but for his own singular neglect of his symptoms it needed by no means to 
have been fatal. He died in his lodgings in St. James's Street on the i6th of 
January 1794. His most intimate friend. Lord Sheffield, who had not been able to 
reach him in time to bid him farewell, undertook the arrangement and publication of 
Gibbon's papers, and continued during the remainder of his life, with equal judgment 
and piety, to protect the fame of the historian. Above all, he edited in 1796 the 
invaluable fragments of an autobiography which Gibbon had left. In middle life 
the historian became extremely corpulent, and "his mouth, mellifluous as Plato's, was a 
round hole nearly in the centre of his visage." He was the type of the elegant and 
philosophical hedonist of the eighteenth century, and " sometimes gave the prettiest 
little dinners in the world." But we think of him mainly in his salon on the terrace at 
I^usanne, buried for hour after hour in his herculean labour of reconstructing the 
ancient world from the ruins of its decay. 

From "Thk Dkcline and Fall." 

The eloquence of Claudian has celebrated, with lavish applause, the victor>' of Pollentia, 
one of the most glorious days m the life of his patron ; but his reluctant and partial muse 
bestows more genuine praise on the character of the Gothic king. His name is indeed 
branded with the reproachful epithets of pirate and robber, to which the conquerors of 
every age are so justly entitled ; but the poet of Stilicho is compelled to acknowledge that 
Alaric possessed the invincible temper of mind, which rises superior to every misfortune, 
and derives new resources from adversity. After the total defeat of his infantry, he escaped, 
or rather withdrew, from the field of battle, with the greatest part of his cavalry entire and 
unbroken. Without wasting a moment to lament the irreparable loss of so many brave 
companions, he left his victorious enemy to bind in chains the captive images of a Gothic 
king ; and boldly resolved to break through the unguarded passes of the Apennine, to 
spread desolation over the fruitful face of Tuscany, and to conquer and die before the gates 
of Rome. The capital was saved by the active and incessant diligence of Stilicho : but he 
respected the despair of his enemy ; and, instead of committing the fate of the republic to 
the chance of another battle, he proposed to purchase the absence of the Barbarians. The 
spirit of Alaric would have rejected such terms, the permission of a retreat, and the offer 
of a pension, with contempt and indignation; but he exercised a limited and precarious 
authority over the independent chieftains, who had raised him, for thdr service, above the 
rank of his equals ; they were still less disposed to follow an unsuccessful general, and 
many of them were tempted to consult their interest by a private negotiation with the 
minister of Honorius. 



From Gibbon's "Letters. 

On the d.i)', or raiher the nigh i, of ihe 37th of June 1787, between the hours of eleven 
and twelve, 1 wrolc the last lines of the last page [of 1 bt lifjiuf iind Fall] in a. summer- 
house in mj- ijawJen [at Lausanne]. After laying down my pen, I took several Hirns in a 
bcrceau, 01* covered ivnlk of acacias, which commands a prospect of the cuuniry, ihe lake 
nod the mountains. The air was lempcraie, the sicy was serene, the silver orb of the moon 
was reflecicd from Ihe walers, and all nature was silent. 1 will not dissemble ihe first 
emotions of joy at the recovery of my freedom, and perhaps llie establishment of my fame. 
Bui my pride whs soon humbled, and a saber melancholy was spread over my mind by the 
idea that 1 had taken an everlasting farewell of an old and agreeable companion, and that 
whatsoever miglit be the future fiite of my history, the life of the historian most be short 
and precarious, 

Hislory, fiction, poetry — these were the three departmenis in which the 
hicrature of the centre of the eighteenth century in England inainiy excelled, 
so far as form was concerned, and of these we have now given a rapid survey. 
II we consiclf^r philosophy, we must revert again to Hume, the leading 
utilitarian of the age, and as a 
critic of thought without a ri\'al. 
It is difficult, however, to give to 
the philosophical writings of Hume 
inore prominence in such an out- 
line as this than we give to those 
of Locke, although his merit as 
writer on speculative subjects is 
never quite so negative as Locke's. 
The limpid grace of Ins style is 
:ipparent even in a production so 
technical as the Treatise of Hiitimn 
Xniiirc. Still less must Hutcheson, 
Hartley, or Reid detain us, pro- 
ininunt as was the position taken 
by each of these in the develop- 
ment of philosophical specuiution. 
Philosophy by this time h:id beconic 
detached from bclUs icttres ; it was now quite indifferent to those who 
practised it whether their sentences were harmonious or no. Tlieir sole 
anxii-ty was to express wiiat they had to say with the maximmn of distinct- 
ness. Philosophy, in fact, quitted literature and became a part uf science. 

It is nut often tliat thelivos of the philosophers offer many incidents uf a piciiirtsque 
%-akK> to tlic biographer. Nothing dislurhcd the ejuietude of Hutchesoii, Hiiriley, and 
Rdd. Francis Hutcheson (1694-1746) was an Irish clergj-man and schoolmaster, 
who was horn at Drumalig. County Down, on the 8th of August 1694, and kept school 
in Iri:land until 1724, when ho came to reside permanently in Glasgow as Professor 
of Moral Philosophy in that University. His Inquiry into the Originals of ow 
Ideas of Beauty and Virtue ajijieared anonymously in 1725; his great System of 
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Moral Philosophy was posthumous (1755). David Hartley (1705-1757) '"^ 3. 

Yorkshire physician, educated at Jesus College, Cambridge, whose ingenious treatise 
on vibrations in the brain was published in 
1749 as OhsctviUions on Man. Thonias 
Reid (1710-1796) lived a life no less un- 
eventful ; he was a minister of the Scotch 
Church, who held successive livings in 
Aberdeenshire, and from 1751 (o his death 
was Professor of Philosophy at the Uni- 
versities of first Aberdeen and then Glasgow. 
Reid's most famous book, the Inquiry 
into the Human Mind, was published in 
1764, In this he attacked Hume, but wiih 
so little venom that he submitted the proof- 
sheets to that philosopher in order lo 
be assured that he was not misrepresenting 
him. 

Nor was theology more nmenable 
than philosophy to the charms of style. 
The one great man of religious intellect, 

Joseph Butler, was wholly devoid of . ,"_"""' """"',.. 

Hterary curiosity, and austerely disdainful '-■"""" -"^'^^'■"■■a 7 

of the manner in which his thoughts were expressed. When his thought ThieUsy 
is direct, Butler's style is lucid and simple ; but when, as is often the 
case, especially in the Analogy, he packs his sentejices with labouring com- 
plexities of argument, he becomes exceedingly clumsy and hard. Butler 
stood in complete isolation, as utterly distinct from his contemporaries as 
Milton had been from his. But if we descend to the commoner ground 
of theology, we scarcely meet with features more appropriate to our 
present inquiry. The controversy of Lowth with Warburton was lively, 
but it was not literature ; the sceptics and the Unitariajis did not con- 
duct their disquisitions with more elegance tlian the orthodox clergy ; 
while Paley, whose Horce Paulina comes a liltle later than the close 
of our present period, seems to mark in its worst form the complete and 
fatal divorce of eighteenth-century theology from anything like passion 
or beauty of form. A complete aridity, or else a bombastic sentimentality, 
is the mark of the prose religious literature of the time. In the hands of 
Hurd or Hugh Blair we have come far, not merely from the gorgeous style 
of Fuller and Taylor, but from the academic grace of Tillolson and the noble 
fulness of Barrow, This decay of theological literature was even more 
strongly marked in France, where, after the death of Massillon, we meet with 
no other noticeable name until the nineteenth century opens. It was due, 
without doubt, to the suspicion of enthusiasm and highly strung religious 
feeling which was felt throughout Europe in the generations preceding the 
Revolution. 
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Joseph Butler (1692-1752), who was the youngest of the eight children of a 
substantial woollen-draper of Wantage, was bom in a house called the Priory, to which 
his father had retired from business, on the i8lh of May 1692. The family being 
Presbyterians, Butler was sent to a dissenting school at Gloucester, whtre he formed a 
lifelong friendship with Seeker, afterwards Archbishop of Canterburj-. He was trained 
k at this school, which was presently moved to Tewkesbury, with a view to his becoming 
i, Nonconformist minister. At the age of nineteen he entered, incognito, into a theo- 
i:l.iphy=ical correspondence with the eminent Dr. Samuel Clarke. That divine 
perceived the greatness of mird 
of his young and unknown 
correspondent, and later on, in 
1716, published the letters of 
the latter anonymously. Butler 
became convinced about 1711 
that it was his duty to conform 
to the Established Church, and 
after some opposition his father 
gave way, permitting him in 
1715 to be entered as a com- 
moner of Oriel College, Oxford. 
It is not certain when he re- 
luived ordination, but in De- 
1 tmber 1718 he was a priest, 
and, through the recommenda- 
lion of Clarke, was appointed 
preacher at the Rolls Court. 
IIl- had formed friendships in 
ihe Talbot family, and in 1732 
the bishop of lliat name prc- 
M-niL-d him with the living ui 
llr.uyhlon-lf-SkLTnc in hjs din- 
ct;se of Durham, and liuller's 
friend, Seeker, who had also 
joined the Church of England, 
was Seeker (who had greater 
725 to remove their friend 
al le o y of Stanhope ; this enabled Butler to resign the 
11 n 726 on which occasion he published his Fifteen Sermons. 
a 1 ad g position among philosophic theologians. For seven 
da S a hope, gradually shaping his great work, The Atta/oijy 
e I to Seeker that his friend was contented with too extreme an 
1 mself was appointed chaplain to the king, his first thought was 
■f Bu 1 but on speaking to Queen Caroline, her discouraging 
\I liu ler had been dead." When one of the Talbots was 
ho e he appointed Butler his chaplain in 1733, and this 
k to I ndon and to Oxford. The queen now discovered that 
and 1 7j6 n ade h m her clerk of the closet ; but the following year she 
73.S Butler was made Vice-Dean of Rochester and Bishop of Bristol. By 
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this time, namely in 1736, the Analogy had been published, and had gradually enforced 
the attention of all thinking persons. The solidity and gravity of the argument, however, 
failed to provoke much of that controversy in which the eighteenth century was apt to 
-delight; the deists, in particular, were careful to leave Butler alone. In 1740 he was 
made Dean of St. Paul's, which office he held with Bristol, but resigned his connection 
with Stanhope and Rochester. His repairs at Bristol were so extensive, that they cost 
him annually a larger sum than the income of the See, but Butler used to say that " the 
•deanery of St. Paul's paid for them.'* In 1747 he was offered the Primacy, but refused 
it, saying, probably in a fit of low spirits, that "it was too late for him to try to 
support a falling Church." Nor was it without great difficulty that he was persuaded, 
in July 1750, to allow himself to be translated to Durham, where he did not indeed take 
full possession till a year later. He bought a mansion at Hampstead, which he made 
his residence whenever he had to visit London, in which " most enchanting, gay, pretty, 
elegant house," he dined with Seeker, now also a bishop, whenever it was possible to 
<io so. Butler, however, had scarcely settled into his duties at Durham when his 
health gave way. Early in June 1752 he was carried to Bath, already in a very alarming 
.condition ; he was very much troubled by the heat, and the physicians immediately 
despaired of him. On the i6th of the month he died, and was buried, not at Durham, 
but in his old cathedral of Bristol. Although he was only sixty when he died, Butler 
had long borne the appearance of a very aged man. He was divinely placid and 
venerable; "his white hair hung gracefully on his shoulders, and his whole figure was 
patriarchal." He had an extraordinary gift for awakening and retaining affection, and 
Seeker was but the oldest and the most eminent of a chain of devoted friends. In his 
younger days he used to gallop around his parish on a black pony, "always riding very 
fast." He was helpless in the hands of beggars, who would sometimes so cluster about 
"him, as to force him to take shelter in his own rectory. Little else is recorded of the 
habits of this contemplative, innocent, and saintly man. 

From "The Analogy of Religion." 

If there are any persons who never set themselves heartily and in earnest to be 
informed in religion ; if there are any who secretly wish it may not prove true, and are 
less attentive to evidence than to difficulties, and more to ohjections than to what is said 
in answer to them ; these persons will scarce be thought in a likely way of seeing the 
evidence of religion, though it were most certainly true and capable of being ever so fully 
proved. If any accustom themselves to consider this subject usually in the way of mirth 
and sport ; if they attend to forms and representations and inadequate manners of expres- 
sion, instead of the real things intended by them (for signs often can be no more than in- 
adequately expressive of the things signified), or if they substitute human errors in the 
room of divine truth ; why may not all or any of these things hinder some men from seeing 
that evidence which really is seen by others ; as a like turn of mind with respect to matters 
of common speculation and practice does, we find by experience, hinder them from 
attaining that knowledge and right understanding in matters of common speculation and 
practice, which more fair and attentive minds attain to ? And the effect will be the same, 
whether their neglect of seriously considering the evidence of religion, and their indirect 
behaviour with regard to it, proceed from mere carelessness or from the grosser vices, or 
whether it be owing to this, that forms and figurative manners of expression as well as 
errors administer occasions of ridicule, when the things intended and the truth itself would 
not. Men may indulge a ludicrous turn so far as to lose all sense of conduct and prudence 
in worldly affairs, and even, as it seems, to impair their faculty of reason. And in general, 
levity, carelessness, {)assion, and prejudice, do hinder us from being rightly informed with 
respect to common things ; and they may, in like manner, and perhaps in some further 
providential manner, with respect to moral and religious subjects, hinder evidence from 
being laid before us, and from being seen when it is. 
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Warburton, a man of very high ability, was 
breath of his nostrils, and he ronchictcd r 

ranc.Hir, l.iit h.: uas a ivunn iin.l loyal ' 
friwul. 'Dr' (ioatli ..f bis <.ni>- son 
in 1776 iiaralysid tin: f^iciiliies of W.\r ! 
burton, who )iii|^(.'ri.'d in a melaiicboly 
ctmdiiion until June 7, 1779- Richard 
Hurd (i7;o-iSoS), tliL' disciple and ' 
ally of Warlmrton, was a man of similar 
diaracl.r, no less arnyant, but with kss 
caiia.-iiy of kinilly feeling. He was lonj; , 
I{isho[. of Worec^lcr, and refused the , 

I'riiiuuy. Dr. Hugh Blair (i;iS- 

iSoo), once amoii^ tlie most ])r<iminent. 
is noiv |«.Tbaiis the most ol^solete of 
Kii-lisb writers. He was the mosi 
celebrated ]uil[)il orator of his time, and 
bis lectures and sernums found tens of 



Newark on ihc 24lh of December 
1698. He was intended lo 
follow his father's profession 
and be clerk of his native 

town, but at the age of twenty- 
five he received holy orders 
from ihe Archbishop of York 
without having enjoyed any 
college training. He wa* 
conscious of his educational 
deficiencies, and for eighteen 
years he did hardly anything 
else but study. In 1741 he 
became acquainted with Pope, 
over whose niind Warbuilon 
contrived lo exercise a. curious 
ascendency. I'oije introduced 
him lo the wealthy Ralph 
Allen, of I'rior Park, whose 
niece Warburton married in 
1745. He was now rapidly 
promoted; in 1757 he was 
made Dean of Bristol, and 
in 1759 Bishop of Gloucester, 
all his life a fighter ; controversy was the 
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greater j^enetration of intellect 
than any of these ; his ex- 
tremely quiet life was spent in 
passing from one incumbency 
to another, closiny wiih the 
valuable rectory of Bishop- 
Wearmoulh. His famous Hora 
Paulina appeared in 1 790. A 
graphic illustration in his best- 
known book, the Evidences of 
Christianity, 179?, caused him 
to 1)0 called " Pigwn Paley," 
an elegant sobriquet which he 
owed to the wit of King 
George III. His Natural 
y^i'c/c^;' was published in i8oj, 
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Structure of his fame. I'aley 
died at Lincoln on the 25!h of 
May 1805, and was buried in 
Carlisle Cathedral. The "speci- 
ous sophist," Soame Jenyns 
(1705-.787), un[)leasanil)- re- 
membered by his clash of arms 
with Dr. Johnson, had been an earlier author of Evidences of the Christian Religion, 1 7 74. 
In his popular Inquiry into the Origin of 
Evil, 1759, he "ventured far beyond his 
depth," and Johnson's treatment of it let 
loose the impertinence of the wits on poor 
Jenyns, who was a gracious, miscellaneous 
writer, not without intelligence, and on the 
whole very harshly dealt with. 
In one department of letters this 
period was very rich. Whether they 
owed it or no to their fainiiiarity with 
Parisian society and social modes, 
those strangely assorted friends. Gray 
and Horace Walpole, exceeded all 
their English contemporaries in the 
composition of charmingly pictur- 
esque familiar letters. Less spontane- 
ous, but of an extreme elegance and 
distinction, were the letters addressed 
by the fourth Earl of Chesterfield to 
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his natural son, a correspondence long considered to be the final " protocol " 
of good breeding in deportment. Of a totally different character were the 
causlic political invectives issued in the form of correspondence, and under 
the pseudonym of Ji^Nlus, between 1769 and 1772; but these were letters 
which gave no pleasure to the recipients, and the form of which precluded 
all reply. It is, perhaps, not fair to include Junius among the letter-writers, 
but the correspondence of Chesterfield, Walpole, and Gray will certainly bear 
comp:iri-.on with the best in the same class which was produced in France 
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durinj^ thu eighteentii c^nlury. \V;ilpok-, in 
in the pcciiiiurly Gallic combiLiatioii of 
picturesque, easy detail. 

Horace Walpole (1717-1797), who difJ 
son of Sir k(")bert Waljiole (if HouglUon, the L 
in Arlinglun Street on the ;4lli uf Septcnilwr I 
and was a rtfmud and fastidious schoolboy of a I 
his tariiust friends were the Montagus, dray, : 
\\'al[Kilu passed to King's CoUi^ge, Cambridse. 
died, and he was appointed by his father to a 
changed for or added to this other appointments 
again a cliai^-e to his family. He did not quit Q 
slarit-d wiili Gray on the foreign tour ivliicli has 
of that poet. After Gray left him in May 1741 
at Reggio, and would have died but fur tlie dei 



particular, excels all the French 
wit, mundane observation, and 

fourth Earl of Orford, was tlie third 
imous Prime Minister. He was born 
717. He went to Klon in April 1727, 
ype not at that time familiar. Among 
»nd Richard West. In March 1735 
In 1737 his mother. I.ady Walpole, 

post in the Custom House. He e\- 
, ,ind, in short, after this lime was never 
mihridge, however, until 1 739, when he 
already been described in our account 
Hor.-iee Waljwle fell ill of a quinsy 
■otion of Joseph Spence, the aniiquary 
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(169&-1768). When he had recovered he went on to Venice, and then by sea, and 
through France, to England. During his absence he had been elected M.P. for 
Callir^ton ; a few months later his father was defeated, and resigned, being created Earl 
of Orford. The whole family retired to Houghton, but the great fallen statesman only 
survived until 1745 ; he left his son Horace a decent fortune and his famous house in 
Arlington Street. In August 1746 Horace Walpole took an apartment within the 
precincts of Windsor Castle, and began to entertain there; but it did not quite suit 
him, and, a year later, he bought "a little new farm, just out of Twickenham," from 
Mrs. Chenevix, the tny-wum^in. It was ilsdf a toy, "set in cn.imHkd muadiiws, with 
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filigree hedges," and its name was Strawberry Hill. He called it "new," but it was 
about fifty years old, and it simply sensed as the nucleus for a little Gothic castle. 
Walpole amused himself by wholly rebuilding it. and the last addition, " the great 
north bedchamber," was not finished until 1770, This fanlastic mansion was the joy 
and occupation of Walpole's whole life. In 1754 he was elected M.P. for Castle 
Rising, and in 1757 for King's Lynn, both Norfolk boroughs in the family interest, but 
he took little or no continuous part in politics. He had always dabbled in letters, and 
his correspondence remains to prove to us how admirably he had written in easy prose 
since childhood; but Horace Walpole's authorship began with the trifling satire, 
A Lelter from Xo Ho, 1757. In this same year he set up at Strawberry Hill his 
celebrated printing press, his offictna arbuUana ; the first offspring of which was Gray's 
Odes. In 1758 Walpole printed his Royal and Noble Authors of England, which was 
" marvellously in fashion," to his great astonishment ; and he collected his Fugithit 













Extract from a Letter of Walpole's 



HORACE WAIPOLE 



367 



Pities in Vent and Prose. His more important work, Anecdotes of Painting in 
England, came from the Strawberry Press in 1762-63 ; his romance. The Castle rf 
Ofranto, was published in 1764. He now gave his pen and his press a rest, and went 
in 1765 to Paris and Versailles, where he was presented to the French royal family, of 
whom he has preserved a most entertaining account. Paris he thought "the ugliest, 
beastliest town in the universe," although its society welcomed and caressed him. He 
met Madame du Deffand, whom he called at first "an old blind debauchee of wit," 
but with whom he presently struck up what became a lifelong and devoted friendship. 
After his return from this somewhat momentous 
visit to France, Walpole continued to produt 
publications, the most ambitious of which belong I 
to the same weeks of the early spring of 1768, 1 
the paradoxical white-washing of Richard HI., 
called The Historic Doubts, and the grim tragedy I 
of The Mysterious Mother. He was henceforth [ 
more and more occupied with the mundane duties | 
of entertaining at Strawberry Hill, and of holdin 
elaborate and witty correspondence with hi 
friends. In 1779 he left the historic house wher 
he was born in Arlington Street, and took on< 
after a tedious suit in .Chancer)', in Berkclu 
Square; in 1780 he lost, at the age of eighty-four, I 
his lively old friend, Madame du De/Tand. \ 
place was in a measure taken by two delightful | 
young women, Mary and Agnes Berry — "my two 
Straw Berries" — whom he prevailed upon, some 
years later, to come and live at Cliveden. In 

1791 Horace Walpole underwent what he called "the empty metamorphosis" of 
succeeding his nephew as Earl of Orford. He still continued to emertain the world ; 
when he was seventy-eight Queen Charlotte was his guest. He died in Berkeley 
Square on the ind of March 1797, and was buried at lioughton. Horace Walpole 
was the ideal of a petit ma'ttre in manner ; " he always entered a room in a style of 
affected dehcacy, chapeau bras between his hands, knees bent and feet on tiptoe." 
He usually dressed in lavender, with partridge silk stockings and gold buckles, and 
with lace ruffles and frill. He was more interesting to his own generation as a virtuoso 
than in any other capacity ; to ours he is the type of the eighteenth-century exquisite 
person of quality, and the most animated letter-writer of an age which positively lives 
again in his admirably vivacious correspondence. Horace Walpole is far from being 
the most lovable, or the most thoughtful, or the most pathetic, but he is easily the 
wittiest and most graphic of English letter- writers, and the sixty-years' chronicle of 
his familiar epistles forms his main and immortal work. 
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's Account of lord b.\i,meriso's Execution, 



The scaffold was immediately new-strewed with sawdust, the block new-covered, the 
executioner new-dressed, and a new axe brought. Then caine old Ba I meri no, 1 reading: 
with Ihe air of a general. As soon as he mounted the scaffold, he read the inscription on 
his coffin, as he did again afterwards : he then surveyed the spectators, who were in 
amazing numbers, even upon masts upon ships in the river ; and pulling out his speclaclcsi 



read a treasonable sfieech, which he delivered lo the Sheriff, and said, ihe young Pretender 
was so su'eet a Prince, that flesh and blood could not resist following him ; and lying 
down to try the block, he said, " If I hod a thousand lives, I would lay ihem all down here 
in the $3ine cause !" He said if he had not taken the sacrament the day before, be 
would have knocked down Williamson, the Lieutenant of the Tower, for his ill-usage of 
him. He toot the axe and feU it, and asked the headsman how many blows he had given 
Lord Kilmarnock ; and gave him three guineas. Two clergymen, who attended him, 
coming up, he said, " No, gentlemen ; I believe you have already done me all the senice 
you can." Then he went lo the comer of the scaffold, and called very loud for then-arden 
to give him his periwig, which he look off, and put on a night-cap of Scotch plaid, and 
then pulled off his coat and waistcoat and lay down ; but being told he was on the wrong 
side, vaulted round, and immediately gave the sign by tossing up his ann, as ifhe were 
giving the signal for battle. He received three blows, but the first certainly look away all 
sensation. He was not a quarter of an hour on the scaffold ; Lord Kilmarnock above 
halfaune. Balmerino certainly died with the intrepidity of a hero, but the inscnsibihiy 
of one too. As he walked from hia prison to execution, seeing every window and top of 
house filled with spectators, he cried out, " Look, look, how they are all piled up like 
tollen oranges I " 



Philip Dormer Stanhope, fourth Earl of Chesterfield (1694-1773), was bom 




Lord Chesterfield 



iC, South Audtu)* Sire 



1 the 24lli or Mar.li 



of the third Earl, and 
his mother. Lady Elizabeth 
Savile, was the daughter of 
the Marquis of Kalifajc, who 
wrote the admirable essays. 
The main part of the career 
of Chesterfield belongs lo 
politics, Heentered iheHouse 
of Commons in 1 7 1 5, and 
s[)oke there six weeks before 
liL- was of age, thus rendering 
himself liable to a heavy fine. 
This was the beginning of 
a parliamentary' career which 
lasted for forty years. In 
1745— 46 Chesterfield was Lord 
Litutenant of Ireland, and 
greatly distinguished himself 
by Ihi." breadth of his policy. 
i (e had succeeded to the 
s/arldom in 1 7 16, and was 
now ofTcrcd a dukedom, which 
he refused. Chesierficld in 
his retirement cuUii-aled the 
art of manners in its most 
ivquisite degree, and his laat 
words — ''Give Dayrolles a 
chair" — show that he was 
polite to the final moment of 
1 le died at Chester- 
During his lifetime, 
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although a patron of letters, Chesterfield published nothing but two or three political 
tracts. But immediately after his death was issued by his widow Melusina von Scheu- 
lenburg, a collection of the Letters which he had written to his natural son, the child 
of a certain Madame du Bouchet; in this Philip Stanhope (1732-1768), whom he had 
made his heir, Chesterfield's hopes and ambitions were concentred. The Letters had 
been written as a guide to the lad in principles, in deportment, and in sentiment 
Chesterfield knew that his son was weak and vague ; he had a passionate desire to 
strengthen and direct him in what he intended should be the business of his life, 
"Negotiation abroad, and Oratory in the House of Commons at home." But the 
young Stanhope "was not calculated to shine"; his whole course, culminating in his 
early death, was a cruel disillusion for his father. The Letters of 1774 enjoyed a 
prodigious success, and are still a kind of classic. The politeness of Chesterfield was 
proverbial, but he contrived — probably through no fault of his own, but through the 
carelessness of a servant — to infuriate Johnson. Even by this witness, however, it is 
admitted that the manners of Chesterfield were exquisitely elegant. 

From Chesterfield's " Letters." 

Good manners are to particular societies what good morals are to society in general, — 
their cement and their security. And as laws are enacted to enforce good morals, or at 
least to prevent the ill effects of bad ones, so there arc certain rules of civility, universally 
implied and received, to enforce good manners and punish bad ones. And indeed there 
seems to me to be less difference both between the crimes and punishments than at first 
one would imagine. The immoral man, who invades another's properly, is justly hanged 
for it ; and the ill-bred man, who by his ill-manners invades and disturbs the quiet and 
comforts of private life, is by common consent as justly banished society. Mutual 
complaisances, attentions, and sacrifices of little conveniences, are as natural an implied 
compact between civilised people as protection and obedience are between kings and 
subjects ; whoever, in either case, violates that compact, justly forfeits all advantages 
arising from it. For my own part, I really think that, next to the consciousness of doing 
a good action, that of doing a civil one is the most pleasing ; and the epithet which I 
should covet the most, next to that of Aristides, would be that of well-bred. 

The series of polemical letters which appeared in The Public Advertiser 
under the pseudonym of Junius produced a sensation which has never been 
paralleled in English political life and literature. The first of these epistles was 
printed on the 21st of January 1769, the last precisely three years later. Junius 
attacked the Government of the Duke of Grafton, which included Mansfield, 
North, and Granby, and his main point at first was their failure to support 
Wilkes, that champion of the democracy. The author of these letters remained 
throughout unknown, even to the publisher of the newspaper which printed 
them ; although every effort was made to discover him, he was able to boast 
" I am the sole depositary of my secret, and it shall die with me." It was after 
these scandalous and brilliant diatribes had appeared at intervals for nearlya 
year, and when public curiosity was at its height, that Junius raised a perfect 
fury of sensation by attacking the King himself. Nobody now felt safe ; as 
Burke said, " Kings, lords, and commons are but the sport of his fury." It is 
generally admitted that the style of Junius was superior to his principles; he 
posed as a sort of Radical, but w^as in favour of taxing the colonies ; he did not 
disdain to retail private scandal, and his magnificent invection often betrays 
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less than his terrible philippics 
against the Dukes of Bedford 
and Grafton the latter. The 
correspondence of Junius 
ceased abruptly, but Wood- 
fall, the editor of The PublU 
Advertiser, reprinted the let- 
ters in two volumes in 1772. 
Extraordinary exertions have 
been made, but made in vain, 
io discover the name and rank 
of Junius. Nearly forty per--. 
sons have been from time 
to time suggested, including 
Lord George Sackville (1716-" 
'85), Home Tooke (1736-- 
1812), and the second Earl 
Temple (1711-1779). The 
fireatest favourite of conjec- 
ture during the nineteenth 
century was Sir Philip Francis 
(1740-1818). But nothing is 
decided, nothing known ; and, 
after a hundred and thirty 
years, we have advanced iio further tlia;! Lord North had when he said, 
"The great hoar of the wood, this mij;hty Junius, has broken tlin.iiigh the 
toils and foiled thu hunters." 1 
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Edmund Burke 
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F JTNIUS TO THE Kiffi; (Dec. 

Sir, — It is llie misfonune of yiiur life, and orijjiaally ihe 
distress which has ever auended your Rovcmnient, that yc 
acquninted with the language of truth till ytm beard it in ihi 
It is not, however, too late to correct the errur of your cduc, 
to make an indulgent allowance for the pernicious lessons j 
nnd to form the most sanguine hopes from the na 
We are far from thinking you capable of a dirci 
original rights of your subjects on which all the civ 
it been possible for us to enleriain a suspicion so 
should long since have adopted a siyle o" 
eoinplnint. The doctrine inculcated by our laivs, 
admitted without reluctance. We separate the ai 
folly and treachery of his servants, and the privat 
bis government. Were it not for this Just distincii 
condition, or that of the English nation, would dc 
prtpare your mind for a favourable reception of Irut 



liber 19, 1769I \ 
luse of cverj- reproach audi 
. should never have been | 
jmplaints of your people. 
lined ' 



We 



;lillir 



ans you received in your youth, . 

tural benevolence of your disposition. , 

:t deliberate purpose 10 invade those . 

il and piilitical liberties depend. Had 1 

dishonourable to your character, we 1 

cry distant from the humility of 

that the king can do no wrong," is 

iable good-natured prince from the 

virtues of the man from the vices ol 

>. I know not «heiher your majesty's 

crvc most to be lamented. I would 

, by rcmoviny^ every painful offensive 




Facsimile Letter from R. B. Sheridaa 



idea of personal reproach. Your subjects, sir, wish for nothing but that, as Ihey are 
reasonable and affectionate enough lo separate your person from your government, so 
you, in your turn, would distinguish between the conduct which becomes the permanent 



dignity of a king, and that which 
miserable ambition of a minister. 

You ascended the throne with .a declared— and 
giving universal satisfaction lo your subjects. V 
of a young prince, nhose countenance promised 
you not only from principle but passion, ll was not ; 
first magistrate, but a partial, animated atlachmcnl 
their country. They did not wait to examine yoiti 
experience, but gave you a generous credit for the fun 
ir affect in 



nly to promote the temporary ii 



doubt not, a sincere — resolution of 
found them pleased with the novelty 
■n more than his ivords, and loyal to 
I cold profession of allegiance lo ihe 

to a favourite prince, the native of 

r conduct, nor to be determined by 

of your reign, and paid 



.t tribute of iheir affections. Such, • 
of a people who now surround your throne wilh reproaches and com; 
to yourself. Banish from your mind those unworthy opinions with whi 
persons have laboured to possess you. Distrust the men who tell you I 
naturally light and inconstant ; that they complain wilhoul a causi 
confidence equally from all parties ; from ministers, favourites, and i 



Ji.posili 
„is. DoJ.„ii„ 
some interested 
the English are 
Withdraw vour 
lllons ; and let 



there be o 



: moment in your life in which you have consulted your own understandin 



The drama enjoyed some revival in the tliird quarter of tlie eiglitcenth 
century, when several practised writers for the boards went back lo the 
tradition of Congreve and 
Fiirquhar, takinj; care to avoid 
the scandalous indecencies of 
tlie close of the Dryden period. 
Of the comedies of these 
writers, of whom Colmaii and 
Cumberland were the most 
abundant, those of Goldsiril! 
and of Sheridan were (h 
best and the most literary, and 
these have permanently licld I 
the stage. 



Richard Brinsley Butler 
Sheridan (1751-1816) was ihe 
third of the children of Thomas 
Sheridan the actor (Johnsmi's 
" Sherr)', naturally dull ") and of 
his wife, Frances Chamljt;rlainc 
(1724-1766), ttie noveli.st and 
playwright. He was bom in 
Dublin on the 30th of Octolitr 
t75i ; he attended a schottl in 
Dublin from the age of seven 
till eight and a half, and then 
rejoined his parents in London. 
His brilliant mother was his first real 
dunce"; in 1761 he was sent wilh hi 




id pronounced him "an impenetrable 
brother to Harrow. Here their parents 
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left the Ixiys when, becoming bankrupt, they had to retire to France; when thqr 
reached Blois Mre. Sheridan died, too early to have divined her Richard's tak-nl. At 
Harrow the latter failed to distinguish himself. Soon after leaving school Sheridan 
eloped lo Dunkirk with a supposed heiress and ver)- beautiful singer, _Miss Elizabeth 
Linlcy, to whom he was clandestinely married al 
England, and poverty obliged them to separate; 



Calai 




The couple returned lo 
tremendous duel in which 
Sheridan was engaged made so 
great a stir that the secret was 
discovered. In April 1773 the 
couple were publicly married 
again ; young Mrs, Sheridan is 
understood to hai-e been the 
model for Lydia Languish. In 
the winter of 1774 they settled 
in a cosily house in Orchard 
Street, and Sheridan began to 
be a successful dramalisL The 
Rivals, St. Patrick's Day, and 
The Duenna were all first per- 
formed in 1775, The T^ip ti> 
Scarborough and The School 
for Scandal in 1777. and The 
Critic in 1779. With this, ad- 
mirable farce, and at the age 
of only twenty-eight, Sheridun 
practically dosed his career as 
of letters. Next year he 
entLTcd Parliament as member 
fur Siaffonl, and threw him- 
si,*lf warmly ini'i liie troubled 
political life of those days, 
when the .\merican War was 
passing to its inevitable cim- 
Sheridan's public 



i'heatre 



of Drury 



Title-pacfe of First Edition of Sheridan's " Critic" 



It in 1 792 and reopened 
1 794 under his auspices, 

rcely iMilong to the history of 
literature, nor dii.-s the celebrated part he tOf>k in the impeachment of Warren Hastings 
in I 787^88. Mrs. Sheridan having died in 1 79;, Sheridan married a foolish girl in her 
teens, Miss Esther Ogle, daughter of the Dean of Winchester, with a small fortune. 
Sheritian's prospects darkened as he advanced in years, although he enjoyed bursts of 
brilliant prosperity. In 1809 (he destruction of Drury Lane by fire was a terrible blow 
to him. The close of his life was made wretehed by desperate financial subterfuges, 
and by the results of " oceans of port wine." He died, overwhelmed with debts, in his 
London house on the 7th of July 1S16, and was buried in Westminster Abbey. 
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■ of thirij-tivc pieces, almost entirely comic ; of these T/ie 
Jealous J('(/.:,i76i,and The ClaHdtiime 
Marriage, 1766. had great merit His 
sun, George Colman the Younger 
{1762-1836), was a highly successful 
nriter of farces, squibs, and musical 
comt-diw, of which Inkle and Yarim 
was long the popular type. 
We have spoken of the dawn 
of a revived romanticism in poetry. 
The signs of it were not less obvi- 
ous in the prose of this period. 
Gray, with his fervent love of 
mountain scenery and recognition 
of the true snblime, is .'it the liead 
of the natuntlists. But great praise 
is dne to the topographical WTiters 
who more and more drew attention 
to the furmy of natural landscape. 
The observations of Gilpin, Uvedale 
Prite, and Gilbert White, although 
made towards the close of the period 
we are examining, were not published imtil much Inter. Gilpin, in p:ir- 
ticular, is a pathetic instance of :t 
man full of appreciation of natural 
beauly, prevented by the tradition of 
his lime from e.\pressing it; sensibli? 
of tiiL- cliLirm of tin: visible woiid, 
yet lonj^iie-tied and boiuid by .sIcrilL' 
habiis of repression, .'\fter the seal 
of a hundred years had been set on 
the eyes and months of men, it was 
not suddenly or without a struggk 
that Ihev could welcome and respond 
to a revived consciousness of the 
loveliness of wild --scenery. 

The cxtruviigantcs of the formal land 
sc.i[iu-yardL-tiL-rs a«-.ikened a priiicst from 
Sir Uvedale Price (i747-'S:'9). «'" 
h.id i nil L-ri till a large fortune in 1761 



\ 



Richard CumtMrlanil 

■r tkr ftr/,-,,,/ ty Georgt Rom 



anil riet hill 



■df t 



Ym\<:v 



m Hcrvford>,hir&. He put fonh 
■s which had actuati.-il him in th< 
Essay on llif /'iiiuresijue, «hiih 
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refraining from all "improvement" of scenery. He lived to see himself congratu- 
lated by Sir Walter Scott on having " converted the age " to his opinions. Uvedole 
Price was also a translator and commentator of Fausanias, and the very type of sn 
elesant country gentleman of the old school. William Gilpin (1724-1804) was 
a Cumberland clergyman engaged in teaching. He was in the habit of taking 
extended summer tours, and of noting what he saw with pen and pencil. He wrote 
as an enthusiast, and was one of the pioneers of picturesque descriptive writing. 
His volumes on the Mountains and Lakes of Cumberland and Westmoreland {\^%fj) 
undoubtedly prepared the way 
for tlio romantic school of 
poets. The publications of 
Gilpin were e\tremely numerous 
and varied in theme, but only 
those dedicated 10 picturesque 
travel could be said lo survive 



Gilbert White (1710- 
1793), the scion of a respectable 
clerical family, was the son of 
John While and his wife Anne 
Holt, and was born on thu 18th 
of July 17*0, at Sclborne in 
Hants, of which parish his 
grandfather, Gilbert White, was 
vicar. He was educated under 
the poet, Thomas Warton the 
elder, at Basingstoke, and in 
'739 proceeded to Oriel Col- 
lege, Oxford, where he took his 
degree in 1743, and in 1744 
was elected a Fellow. In 1747 

White was admitted into holy J-J'-. 

orders by Bishop Seeker. He 

became curate to his uncle 

Charles White at Swarraton, 

and in 1751 to his grandfather's successor at Sell) 

not, however, finally settle in the village which li 

1755. A plurality of sinecure college-livings wen 

only one, the vicarage of Moreton-l'inkney in Northamptonshire, which he held 

from 1757 to his death. As soon as he had made his home at Selbome, he began 

lo study its natural history, and to corres[>ond with some of the most eminent scientists 

of the day, particularly with Banks, Daines Harrington, and Pennant i he greatly 

helped the last-mentioned in the composition of his once-famous British Zooio^r, 

although Pennant had not the grace to make any public acknowledgment <)f his debt. 

Barrington also used copious data supplied to him by (iilbert White, but always with 

adequate recognition. It was Barrington who, in 1770, first suggested to White that 




Title-pag-e of the First Edition of the 
"Natural History of Selborne" 



rne itself Gilbi:ri While did 
has made so illustrious until 
offered to him; he accepted 
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be should "draw up an account of the animals of the neighbourhood " of Selbomi;. 
But progress was slow. In 1 774 While is still collecting in journals the materials for 

historii'i-naluralis ; 

178a he is arranging his 

early in 17S8 he is 

transcribing for the press. 

The celebrated work, so long 

preparing, was given al lengih 

to the public in 1789, as 

Tke Natural Nutory an.i 

Antiquities of Selbome., and 

took its place at once as 

the most popular book of its 

class in English. A\'hite was 

■ an elderly man, and 

completion of his hfelong 

energy. His kind, hospitable. 




Plabour seems to have left him without any object for hi 

k«nd charitable career came to a noiseless end at Selbome on the 26lh of Ji 
i He would never sit for his portrait, but we are told that he was a little, spare 
l'0f a remarkably upright carriage. 

From "The Natural History of Selrorne." 
The evening proceedings and manicuvres of the rooks a 



m- 




rendezvous by thous.ind5 over -Sellxirne ilowii, where ihey wheci round in ihe air and sport 
and dive in a playful manner, a!l ihc wliile exerting their voices, and making aloudcauing, 
which, being blended and softened by the distance that we at the village are below them, 



WHITE 



becomes a confused noise or chiding ; or rather a pleasi 
imagination, and not unlike the cry of a pack of hounds 
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very engaging t( 
echoing woods, or the 

rushing of Ihe wind in (all trees, or the tumbling of the tide upon a pebbly shore. When 
this ceremony is over, with the last gleam of day, ihey retire for the night to the deep 
beechen woods of Tisied and Ropley. We remember a little giti who, as she was going to 
bed, used to remark on such an occurrence, in the true spirit of phy si co-theology, that the 
rooks were sa)'ing their prayers ; and yel this child was much loo young to be aware that 
the Scriptures have said of the Ueily — that " He feedelh the ravens who call upon Him." 

White Owls. 
We have had ever since I can remember, a pair of while owls that constantly breed 
under the eaves of this church. As I haie i>aid good aiieniion lo the manner of life of 




A Page from the " Natnralist's Journal," with AuU^raph Notes by Gilbert White 



these birds during Iheit season of breeding, which lasts the summer through, the following 
remarks may not perhaps be unacceptable :— About an hour before sunset (for then the 
mice begin to run) Ihey sally forth in quest of prey, and hunt all round the hedges of 
meadows and small enclosures for ihem, which seem lo be their only food. In this 
irregular counto' we can stand on an eminence and see them beat the fields over like a 
setting-dog, and often drop in the grass or corn. I have minuted these birds with my 
watch for an hour together, and have found that ihey return to their nest, the one or other 
of them, about once in five minutes ; reflecting at the same time on the adroitness that 
every animal is possessed of as far as regards the well-being of itself and offspring. But 
a piece of address, which they show when they return loaded, should not, I think, be 
passed over in silence. — As they lake iheir prey with their claws, so ihey carry it in Iheir 
claws to their nest ; but, as the feel are necessary in their ascenl under ihe tiles, they 
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constanily perch first on the roof of the chance], and shift the mouse fron) ilieir claws to 
their bill, that their feet may be at liberty to take hold of the plate on the whII us they are 
rising under the eaves. 

While owls seem not (but in this 1 am not positive) to hoot at all ; all that damoitius 
hooting appears to me to come from the wood kinds. The while owl docs, indeed, snore 
and hiss in a tremendous manner ; and these menaces well answer ihe intention of in- 
timidating ; for [ have known a whole village up in arms on such an occasion, imagining 
the churchyard 10 be full of goblins and spectres. White owls also often scream horribly as 
they fly along ; from this screaming probably arose the common people's imaginary specits 
of screech-owl, which they supers! iliously think attends the windows of dying persons. 
The plumage of the remiges of the wings of every species of owl that I haxe yel examined 
is remarkably soft and pliant. Perhaps it may be necessary that the uings of these bird> 
should not make much resistance or rushing, thai they may be enabled to steal through 
the air unheard upon a nimble and watchful quarry. 

While I am talking of owls, it may not be improper to mention wh.tx I was lold by ;i 
gentleman of the couniy of Wilts. As they were grubbing a vast hollow polWd-ash ih.it 
had been the mansion of owls for centuries, he discovered at the bottom a mass of matter 
that at first he could not account for. After some examination he found that it was a con- 
geries of the bones of mice (and perhaps of birds and bats) that had been heaping together 
forages, being cast up in fiellets oul of the crops of many generations of inhabitants. For 
owls cast up the bones, fur, and feathers of what they devour, after the manner of hawks. 
He believes, he told me, that there were bushels of this kind of substance. 

The art- criticism of the eighteenth century, which was in the main both 
^dantic and empirical, culminated in Enghiiid in the Discourses of Sir 
JosHL'A Reynolds, in which a very great painter translated into the old 
professional formulas genuine impressions of beauty and a broad practical 
experience of aesthetics. Before his time persons who might or might not 
have ever seen a picture painted theorised about the principles of art in a 
vacuum; Reynolds was a superb painter lirst, and then a lecturer on the 
technique of the profession he practised. As a writer he has been accused 
of lucking animation and lucidity, and this is partly or occasionally trut. 
But he lias the ease of a man ulio knows what he is talking about, and a 
suavity and fulness characteristic of hi^ charming social presence. His 
Discourses, which were listened to by all that was promising in the younger 
generation of painters and sculptors from Kla.xman to Turner, exercised 
an immense influence on taste, and may still lie read with instruction and 
pleasure. 

Sir Joshua Reynolds (1723^17^2) was the son of a clergyman and schoolmaster 
at Plynipt.iii Ea-^l, in Si.iiih Devun, where he WiW Ixirii on the i6th of July 1723. He 
was ediniUid at his father's f; ram mar-school, with a view to his becoming a doctor, hut 
his liias loivards design was irresistible. In 1741 he was placed under Hudson, the 
l)c)rtrait p.Linter, with wlioni he worked for two years. In 1744 Reynctlds startctl, first 
in l.Dinlon, then in I'lymouth, painting eliea|> portraits for a livelihood. At the close 
of I 749 he -sailed for Italy, where he remained until 1 752, when he settled in lx>nd<in 
for the remainder of his life. Of the magnificent career of Reynolds as an artist this is 
not the place to speak. His intellectual life was greatly stimulated by his friendship 
with lohnson, which dated from about 1754 ; ten years liter the Iexic%'rapher wrote to 
the ]i.iinter, "If I should lose you, 1 should lose almost the only man whom I call 
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a frii^nd ; " this delightful companionship tasted unbrnk<^n till the death of Johnson. It 
was ijnibab))' through Johnson thai Reynolds gradually Ixicame intimate with Burke, 
Garrick, Goldsmith, and Percy. In their company he grew accustomed to intellectual 
exercises and to a ivittj- turn of language such as no other artists of that day were 
proficient in or comiirehendcd. 
Wht^n, in December 1768, the 
Royal Academy was founded, 
Reynolds was elected the first 
president by a unanim<ius vote, 
not merely because of his su])- 
remacy as a (uinter, but be- 
cause his elegant delivery and 
urbane ease of manners re- 
c(niimended him as a i)erfect 
representative of his order. 
He delivered his first lecture 
to the students on the and <)f 
January 1769, and rejMjaied 
them annually. liach was 
anonymously published in 
quarto form, immediately after 
its delivery, and in 1778 the 
first seven were rc-|>rinted in 
an octavo volume. Their suc- 
cessors were biennial, and were 
not reprinted until after the 
death of the great President. 
As we now possess them, the 
Discourses are fifteen in num- 
Ikt. Reynolds died in his 
bouse in Leicester t'ields, after 
a painfully depressing illness, o 
Paul's Cathedral. 




From "Thk Tenth DiscouRSf:" (Dcccmlier i 



1780). 



Sculpture is an an of much more simplicity and uniformity tb;m palnlinj,' ; it cannot 
with propriety, and the best effect, be applied to m;my subjects. 'J'lie object of iis pursuit 
may be comprised in two words, Form and Character ; and those qualities are presented 
to us but in one manner, or in one style only ; whereas the powers of I'ainiing, as they are 
more various and extensive, so they are exhibited in a great variety of m.anncrs. The 
Roman, Lombard, F'lorcntine, Venetian, and Flemish Schools, all pursue the same end by 
different means. Bui Sculpture, having but one style, can only to one style of Paintinff 
have any relation ; and to this, which is indeed the highest and most dignified that 
Painiiny can boast, it has a relation so close, that it may be said to be almost the same 
art operating upon different materials. The sculptors of the last age, from not attending 
sufficiently to this discrimination of the different styles of painting, have been led into 
many errors. Though they well knew that they were allowed lo imitate, or take ideas for 
the improvement of their own art from the grand style of painting, Ihey were not permitted 
to borrow in the same manner from the orn.tmentaI. When they endeavour to copy the 
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picluresquc effects, contrasts, or petty excellencies of whatever kind, wliicli not improperly 
find a pIncB in the inferior branches of painting, they doubtless inin);ine themselves im- 
provin^r ^nd extending' the boundaries of their art by this imltnli'm ; but they are in 
reality violating its essential characters, by giving a different direction to its operations, 
and proposing lo themselves either what is unattainable, or at best a meaner object of 
pursuit. TTie grave and austere character of sculpture requires the utmost degree of 
forraalily in composition ; picturesque contrasts have here no place ; everything is caie- 
fully weighed and measured, one side making almost an exact equipoise to the other: 
a child is not a proper balance to a full-grown figure, fior is a figure sitting or stooping a. 
companion to an upright figure. 

The central portion of the eighteenth century marks a progress in the 
democrat i sat ion of literature. The love of books and the habit of reading 
spread rapidly and widely through all parts of the country and all ranks of 
society. The world of letters was no longer, as it had been in the age of 
Anne, a small circle of sub-aristocratic bourgeois who wrote for one another 
and for the polite toilets of London. The capital was no longer remarkable 
for the importance of its literary representatives ; the life of letters was in the 
provinces, was almost cosmopolitan. English literature now, for the first 
time, became European, and in order to obtain that distinction, it was forced 
more and more to cast aside its original characteristics and to relinquish its 
insularity. That it did so with effect is proved by the very interesting fact 
that, while up to this date we have seen England,either solitary or affected by 
Italy or France without the knowledge of those powers, we find it now 
suddenly producing the most powerfully radiating literature in Europe, and 
forming the taste of Germany, France, and the world. The final actor in the 
work of fusing the Saxon and the Latin literatures in one general style was 
Rousseau, who combined, as Mme. de Staul noted, the taste and h;iliits of 
France with the i<ieas and sentiments of the North. 

The freL-dom and rough simplicity of English life, its energy, its cultiva- 
tion of ti mil and sincerity — qualities, no doubt, viewed by the Continental 
.Anglomaniacs under too rosy a light, but still, in outline, recognizably 
national — these were what fascinated, in their different ways, V'olfaire, 
Prevost, Diderot, and above all Rousseau. Conducted by these entluisiasis, 
the lilerature of barbarous England was received with open arms in all the 
academies and salons of Europe, and a new literature was evcrywiiere 
stimulated into existence by the rivalry of such Englishmen as Young, 
Richardson, and Hume. On the other hand, it is impossible to overlook the 
inlluence of Montesquien on such English minds as those of Gray, Gilibon, 
and Adam Ferguson ; and the Scotch writers, in particular, consciously 
gallicised their style, in the pursiiil of that elegant plausibility which they 
found so charming in French modL-ls. These reverberations of taste aided 
one another, and increased Ihe facility with which English and Continental 
re.iders acquainted themselves mutually with the rival literature. But this 
marks a condition of things hitherto unparalleled, and we may roughly give 
the year 1750 as the date al which the wall which had from the earliest times 
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surrounded and concealed our intellectual products, began to crumble down 
and expose us to the half-admiring, half-scornful gaze of Europe. 

This communion with exotic forms of intelligence, and the renewed 
sympathy for antique and romantic forms of thought and expression, tended, 
no doubt, to prepare our literature for the revolution which was coming. 
But even so late as 1780 there were few signs of change. Individual men of 
genius forced the language to say, for them and through them, things which 
had not been said before, but the pedagogic shackles were practically un- 
loosened. It was in the insidious forms of "sensibility," as it was called, 
the new species of tender and self-satisfying pity, that the rigid rules of life 
were being most directly broken. This warm stream of sentiment, amounting 
at times to something like enthusiasm, tended to melt the horny or stony 
crust which the recognised conditions of thought had spread over every kind 
of literature. Grace, eloquence, intellectual curiosity, dignity — all these were 
still possible under the hard formular regime ; but the more spiritual move- 
ments of the mind — lyrical passion, daring speculation, real sublimity, 
splendid caprice — were quite impossible within a space so cramped, and 
were, as a matter of fact, scarcely attempted. 

When we consider, then, how unfavourable the conditions were in which 
literature was confined during the central years of the eighteenth century, we 
may marvel, not at the poverty, but at the richness of the actual product. If 
the creation of the novel was the greatest triumph of the age, it was not its 
only one. These years brought forth a number of men whose intellectual 
vitality was so commanding, that it negatived the sterile qualities of the soil 
from which they sprang. If Butler, Gibbon, Johnson, and Gray had been 
born in an age which aided instead of retarding the flow of their ideas, their 
periods might have been fuller, their ornament more splendid. But so intense 
was their individuality, so definite their sense of what their gift was to the age, 
that they overcame their disabilities, and produced work which we, regarding 
it with deep sympathy and respect, cannot conceive being cast in a form 
more pertinent or more characteristic. And it is a sentimental error to 
suppose that the winds of God blow only through the green tree ; it is some- 
times the dry tree which is peculiarly favourable to their passage. 
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